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What Does a Pastor Do? 

Not many people know exactly what a pastor does, unless you are one or are married 

to one! My siblings often tease me, “You have all this education just to work one day a 

week?” But a few months ago, when my sister Bridget visited Dixon, as I took her on a driving 

tour, I told her the litany of duties a pastor might encounter in a given week. She responded 

in surprise, “You do ALL that?” Yes, the pastor’s job extends far beyond Sunday. This month’s 

article will take you through one week of my schedule (March). Keep in mind that our 

schedules change week-to-week and some seasons are busier than others. 

Monday: The week began with Pr. Riley and I met at a local coffee shop to plan our week. I 

arrive early (7:30 am) and start by entering worship attendance and prayer requests to our 

Google Forms. I check each church’s Facebook for messages and comments. Then, I check 

through my emails. Then I prepare my to-do list. I also calculate my hours from the previous 

week. Once Pr. Riley arrives, we go through our week—what meetings are where, what we 

need to prepare, who goes where, if there is anyone to visit, and so on. After this we head to 

St. Paul—Pr. Riley goes to prayer team while I meet with a Property Subcommittee. Once 

that wraps up, I go to my office. I have 2 sermons to write this week. I head home around      

3 pm because at 7 pm I have a Zoom call with the Synod Outreach Committee, which I was 

elected to last year. That call lasts two hours. 

Tuesday: Another early day. Last year I joined the Dixon Kiwanis club to be involved in the 

community and share about our churches. I was elected to their board so today is our 7 am 

monthly meeting. After that I head to St. Paul to gather a few things. Our weekly staff 

meeting will be at Coffee Crush today to celebrate the hard work they do. After that I head 

back to St. Paul. I still have two sermons to write, but I received an urgent call and scheduled 

a pastoral visit for later in the day. After that afternoon visit, I recollect myself: we have 

Immanuel Finance and Exec meetings. I get home at 6:30 pm. 

Wednesday: Today I got up early for my weekly Kiwanis meeting (7 am every Wednesday if 

you want to join!). After the meeting I head to Immanuel. It was my turn to lead prayer team 

and bible study, but we cancelled it because Immanuel hosted our Synod’s Central 

Conference meeting. Pr. Riley is sick today, so worship, preaching, and hosting falls to me. I 

have the sanctuary and Luther room set for guests by 8:30, and fellow pastors soon arrive. 

Worship begins promptly at 9 am, I preside and preach. After worship we gather in the Luther 

room for snacks and to do our monthly business. At 11:30 we left for lunch. As the host, I 

joined the group at the Red Apple. I still have a sermon to write. After lunch I head to St. Paul 

to attend the monthly finance meeting. All is well, but it was a long meeting, so I headed 

back to Immanuel to set up for Lenten evening worship—we are hosting but Pr. Brant 

preaching. I stay for soup and sandwiches and then head home.  



Thursday: Pr. Riley is sick today too, unfortunately. I spend the day at St. Paul writing my 

sermon, checking over bulletins and leader’s guides, setting up future meetings, and other 

things which pop up. We cancel our 1:30 meeting so I work until 3 pm before stopping home 

for a little bit. But I head back to St. Paul before 4 pm. My Ethics class is online from 4 to 7. 

While I don’t count this as “working” it is part of my continuing education. 

Friday: Pr. Riley and I’s day off. We went to Woodstock, IL to see our friends. 

Saturday: Pr. Riley and I spent the morning working. I finished my sermon. In the afternoon we 

had our taxes done. Ouch… Then we both went to St. Paul by 4:30 for Saturday evening 

worship. Home by 7 pm. 

Sunday: Sunday begins at 8 am at Immanuel with worship at 9. After church we head over 

to St. Paul for worship again. Normally, we stick around for fellowship but today we quickly 

went home to let the dogs out, and then back to Immanuel because we taught 

Confirmation. We get home at 3:30 pm. I had been going to every Sunday night DACMA 

services, but decided to skip this one. The weather was supposed to be severe.  

While some parts of this week were out of the ordinary, others certainly weren’t. My 

hope in sharing this isn’t to brag about how much we do, but rather, to share some of the 

behind-the-scenes work that is going on most people don’t see. I want to make this clear, 

we always have time to talk! What’s not included above are the dozens of conversations I 

had with people in my office, in the hallways, in the parking lot, and so on. My favorite part 

of my job isn’t sitting at my desk; it’s spending time with you! Ministry is fun because it isn’t a 

9-to-5 desk job. Every day brings new adventures and ways to serve God and God’s people. 

I am thankful we share in this ministry together. Peace! -Pr. Anthony 

 

On Sunday, May 17th after worship at St. Paul, Pastor 

Anthony will be giving a presentation about his recent 

paper, “Biography as Theology: Rev. Robert and Jean 

Gratez and Their Time in Montgomery”  

which he wrote for school.  

Let Pastor Anthony know if you’re interested in attending! 

 
Please make plans to attend worship at St. Paul on Sunday, May 31st as 

we celebrate our confirmands. Remember to wear red! 

 
Worship Assistants Serving in May   

       

   Saturday May 2 ~ at Immanuel       Sunday May 3 ~ Linda Patterson 
       Saturday May 9 ~ Lester Hallquist   Sunday May 10 ~ Robin Colglazier 

 Saturday May 16 ~ at Immanuel              Sunday May 17 ~ Sherry McCater 
   Saturday May 23 ~ Marian Myers     Sunday May 24 ~ Joyce Craney 

      Saturday May 30 ~ at Immanuel 



May Birthdays 

 2 Scott Maves, Jeanette McWethy  
 6 Pastor Riley 
11 Mary Ortgiesen  
15 Nancy Dyche  
16 Sarah Petersen  
17 Vallerie Pennington  
18 Carolyn Marshall, Cindy Wilson 
19 Robert Tourtillott  
21 Mary Goral  
22 Millard Hicks  
25 Patricia Ost  
28 Michael Baar, Penny Billman 
29 Lyndon Farm  
30 Larry Clayton  
31 Betsy Thrasher 

                     Set up 
 Thursday, May 21 ~ 9 am  
 

SALE  
Friday May 22 ~ 9 to 2  

Saturday May 23 ~ 9 to 2  

 
WELCA  Coffee  

Wednesday, May 13th ~  9:00 am  
Plan to enjoy hot coffee, delicious breakfast,  

and delightful conversation!   
You’ll be glad you came!!  All are welcome!!  

 
 
 

Mother’s Day Sunday May 10th 
 

 
If you are in need of pastoral care from Thursday, May 21st to Thursday, May 28th, 

please call the church office to be connected to Pr. Bree Truax of Immanuel, Rock  

Falls. She has graciously offered to provide coverage while Pr. Riley and Pr. 

Anthony head to Montana. 



 

The Church Office will be closed  
Monday, May 25th 

 
 

Thank you to all 

who helped make 

the Easter season so 

meaningful!        

You are appreciated! 

 

Thank you to all who helped at 
the Outdoor Church Workday!  

 Thank you for all your work! 
 

 

Mark your calendars for the dedication of 

Immanuel’s Allen organ to the memory of     

Barb Wiggins. Dr. Steely will be playing.  

Light refreshments to follow.  

                                                      Saturday, June 6th at 2 pm. 

 

 

 Be on 

the 

lookout 

for 

updates!  

 



 



 



 



 



 



                            The Rolls-Royce of Pipe Organs 

The other day we had a visitor from Wisconsin. Bruce, an organ 
rebuilder, and his wife, Sue, drove to Dixon with the sole 
intention of seeing our organ. Bruce had recently rebuilt the 
sister to our organ and wanted to see ours for himself. Here's 
some things I learned. First and foremost, when our Aeolian-

Skinner organ was built in 1951, it was considered to be the Rolls-Royce of pipe organs. Bruce 
said that to find one in rural Illinois is very uncommon. Aeolian-Skinner organs are played in 
places like The Mormon Tabernacle Choir and the Washington National Cathedral. With its 
rebuilding in 2011 by Randy, it is still a top-of-the-line instrument and 
will easily last another 75 years. Since its construction, it has been 
added onto significantly-- Bruce was a little disappointed the console 
wasn't original but with tripling its size, some changes were necessary! 
Bruce said the instrument is priceless, but the replacement value is 
roughly $2.5 million. When Bruce played, I was nearly moved to tears 
at its beauty. Then he pulled out all the stops and shook the building! 
Make sure you're here next time Ross plays! 
 
Aeolian-Skinner Organ Co. Opus 1238. 1951. 2 manuals, 18 stops, 17 ranks. 1,033 pipes. Today 
we have 3 manuals plus the foot pedals, 50+ stops, and just over 3,000 pipes. 
 

 

Our soul waits for the LORD; 

he is our help and shield. 

Our heart is glad in him, 

because we trust in his holy name. 

Let your steadfast love, O LORD,  

be upon us, even as we hope in you.      

                                  Psalm 33:20-22 
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Staff 
 

Rev. Riley Reed-Windau & Rev. Anthony Windau 
Co-Pastors 

 

Gerad Von Holten - Director of Youth and Family 
Ministries 

 
Rhonda Thomas - Secretary 

 
Brenda Nailor & Sharon Colglazier - General Funds 

Treasurers 
 

Lorraine Hussung - Special Funds Treasurer 
 

 
 

Church Council 
 

Robin Colglazier – President 
Linda Patterson – Vice President 

Patty Hallquist  – Secretary 
Jeanette McWethy 

Cyndi Starr 
Char Huff 

Tim Garnhart 
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