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The Reminder We Bear  
  

In case you don’t have it on your calendars, Ash Wednesday is February 18th! Each 

year, on Ash Wednesday, we gather together for a service to mark the beginning of the 40 days 

of Lent. It is an ancient and somber service, one in which we see the physical marker of our 

mortality and sinfulness. Lent is a season of waiting, of repentance for the ways that we fall 

short in the face of God, and of reflection on the brokenness of humanity. Ash Wednesday 

reflects that, by smearing that reminder onto each of our foreheads.  

But something that I think is often missed or left out is that Ash Wednesday is also a 

remarkably hopeful service. In the dust - in the reminder of our brokenness and mortality, is 

the cross. Even from something as hopeless as death and ash, God in Christ through the Spirit 

shows up.  

 I have always found this service beautiful for that exact reason: that even when all 

seems lost, God is not finished yet. This news comes to us, a broken, despairing, and often 

discouraged people, as very Good News. Good News that no matter the state of the world, the 

state of our country, the state of the church, the state of the city, the state of our lives, God is 

still showing up. And God shows up bringing new life and love.  

 Think of the dry bones in Ezekiel - the Spirit moves over the pits of death and declares 

that these bones will no longer be dead, but alive and filled with the breath of God. (Ezekiel 

37) 

 Think of Lazarus - the fear of those gathered and grieving that Jesus would open the 

tomb and be faced with the stench of death. But Christ tells Lazarus to come out, and from the 

tomb, Lazarus emerges, impossibly alive. (John 11)  

 Think of Jesus’ own tomb - all of creation cried out with sorrow and anguish as he was 

killed on the cross. But in the silence of the tomb, in the silence of the despair, the Spirit 

brings Jesus from the dead and raises him to new life. New life not only for Jesus Christ, but 

new life for all of humanity. (Matthew 28, Mark 16, Luke 24, John 20)  

 See, that’s what God in Christ through the Spirit does. God is in the business of bringing 

about new life, and a bit of dust isn’t going to stop the work of the Spirit.  

 So, this year, as we gather to remember our mortality, remember that the sign of our 

mortality, the outward sign of our sinfulness and death, is shaped like a cross for a reason. 

God isn’t done with us yet. God isn’t done with the world yet. And a bit of dust isn’t going to 

get in the way of God bringing about new life. Think of all that God has done and will do with 

even the dust.  

 My favorite poet, Jan Richardson, has a well-known blessing for Ash Wednesday about 

all that God can do with dust. I offer it to you as a closing thought.  

  



Blessing the Dust 

For Ash Wednesday 

 

All those days       So let us be marked 

you felt like dust,        not for sorrow. 

like dirt,         And let us be marked 

as if all you had to do was turn your face   not for shame. 

toward the wind        Let us be marked  

and be scattered        not for false humility 

to the four corners       or for thinking 

         we are less 

         than we are 

or swept away 

by the smallest breath 

as insubstantial –        but for claiming  

         what God can do 

did you not know        within the dirt,  

what the Holy One       within the stuff 

can do with dust?       of which the world 

         is made  

This is the day       and the stars that blaze 

we freely say       in our bones 

we are scorched.       and the galaxies that spiral 

         inside the smudge 

This is the hour       we bear.  

we are marked  

by what has made it  

through the burning. 

 

This is the moment 

we ask for the blessing 

that lives within 

the ancient ashes, 

that makes its home 

inside the soil of 

this sacred earth. 

 

Thanks be to God for the reminder of what all of us are: broken and blazing, smudged 

and set free.  

 -Pr. Riley  

 
 



Worship Assistants Serving in February 
      Sunday February 1  ~ Lester Hallquist 
Saturday February 7  ~ at Immanuel      Sunday February 8 ~ Joyce Craney  

   Saturday February 14 ~ Robin Colglazier   Sunday February 15 ~ Sherry McCarter 
Wednesday February 18th ~ Marian Myers  

   Saturday February 21 ~at Immanuel                Sunday February 22 ~ Glen Hughes 
Saturday February 28 ~ Linda Patterson 

 

 
 
 

WELCA Coffee 
Wednesday, February 11th  9:00 am 

in the fellowship hall. All are welcome!  
Enjoy wonderful conversation, great coffee, and a tasty breakfast 

 
New Member Sunday!  

Please make plans to attend worship on Sunday, February 15th as we welcome new and 

returning members at our church. 

If you are a visitor and would like to join, please let Pr. Anthony know asap.  

We will have cake to celebrate!! 

 

The Church Office will closed Monday, February 16th 
 

 



We celebrate with those who have February birthdays. 
 

3   Austin Day                                                                                                                                                             
4   Samuel Zimmerman                                                                                                                                            

6   Mary Stanek                                                                                                                                                         
10  Patty Hallquist, Gregory Hicks                                                                                                                      

15  Kayla Gaffey                                                                                                                                                      
16  Mason Bell                                                                                                                                                         

20  Brenda Nailor                                                                                                                                                     
21  Carol Moats                                                                                                                                                                                

23  Robin Colglazier                                                                                                                                                     
24  Sandra Schulte 

26  Mary Nelson 
28  Charlene Huff 

 

 

 Ash Wednesday and Lent Schedule 
        Ash Wednesday—February 18th 

Noon @ Immanuel 
5:30 pm @ St. Paul 

 

Midweek Lent Services 

This year, the Episcopalians asked if we would be interested in rotating Midweek services—we 
thought, the more the merrier!  

Regardless of what church we are at, we will start at 5:30 pm,  
use the same liturgy and gather for soup/sandwiches afterwards. 

 

February 25, 5:30 pm @ St. Luke’s Episcopal Church 
March 4, 5:30 pm @ St. Paul 

March 11, 5:30 pm @ Immanuel 
March 18, 5:30 pm @ St. Luke’s 
March 25, 5:30 pm @ St. Paul 

 
 

DACMA (Dixon Area Christian Ministers) Lent Services  
Refreshments to follow 

February 22, 6:00 pm @ 1st Presbyterian 
March 1, 6:00 pm @ Grace UMC 

March 8, 6:00 pm @ TBD 
March 15, 6:00 pm @ TBD 
March 22, 6:00 pm @ TBD 

March 29, 6:00 pm @ Church of the Brethren (Special hymn sing!) 
 



New Partner Using Our Space! 
We are happy to share that the Salvation Army will begin using  

the old Sunday School Superintendent's office.  
The SA gives away 90% of the money raised through bell-ringing 

 (which Kiwanis organizes)!  
Jason, the SA coordinator, is available by phone call.  

If you had something stored in that office, 
don't worry, nothing has been thrown 

away. It has been moved into the 
cabinets. Any questions, please ask Pr. 

Anthony. 
 

 
 

Accessibility Changes Coming to a Church Near You! 
 

Yes, we've announced this before, but we want to remind folks  
that some changes are on the horizon.  

The sanctuary TV (fully funded by an anonymous donor) will be installed soon, 
increasing visibility and functionality.  

The ADA door system will be installed in the Canopy Entrance,  
making our building fully accessible.  

And there is conversation about shifting pews to make seating more comfortable. 
Please ask the pastors if you have any questions or comments. 

 

 



Girl Scout Sunday  

Sunday March 8th 
 

 
 
 

 
Blood Drive Friday March 6 

 noon to 5 pm 
Schedule your appointment at   

https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/drive-
results?zipSponsor=DixonStPaul 

 

CRE SVCC Saturday March 7 

register online at www.nisynod.org/cre 

           
 

Pulaski Day Breakfast 
Back for its second year is the 

Pulaski/Paczki Breakfast.  
Presented (for free!) by Pr. Anthony  

and his brother, Henry.  
It will be Monday, March 2nd,  

from 6 am to 10 am in St. Paul’s 
Fellowship Hall. Invite your friends and 

enjoy this fellowship opportunity. 
 

First Communion Class  

First Communion Sunday! 

This year’s first communion class will take place 

on Saturday, March 28th at St. Paul for both 

churches. If you feel your child is old enough 

and would like them to participate, please let the pastors know.  

Parents are strongly encouraged to participate with their kids!  

Class: Saturday, March 28th from 10 am to 12:30 pm @ St. Paul (Lunch included!)  

1st Communion will be Sunday, March 29th @ both churches. 

http://www.nisynod.org/cre


 



 



 



 



 



 
St. Paul Lutheran Church 
421 S. Peoria Avenue 
Dixon, IL   61021 
Email:  office@stpauldixon.org 
Website:  www.stpauldixon.org 
Office Hours:  Monday – Thursday, 8:30 am - 1:30 pm 
Phone: 815-288-2757 
Email: pastoragwindau@gmail.com   
           pastorreedwindau@gmail.com 
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Staff 
 
Rev. Riley Reed-Windau & Rev. Anthony Windau 

 Co-Pastors 
 

Gerad Von Holten - Director of Youth and 
   Family Ministries 
 
Rhonda Thomas - Secretary  
 
Brenda Nailor & Sharon Colglazier - General Funds 
Treasurers 
 
Lorraine Hussung - Special Funds Treasurer 
 

 
 

Church Council 
 

Robin Colglazier – President 
Linda Patterson – Vice President 

Patty Hallquist  – Secretary 
Jeanette McWethy 

Julie Pitchford 
Cyndi Starr 
Char Huff  

Tim Garnhart 
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