St. Paul Lutheran Church
Fourth week after Epiphany ~ February 1, 2026

GATHERING
Prelude

Welcome and Announcements

Children’s Sermon

Please rise in body or spirit

Confession and Forgiveness Screen
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy
endures forever.

C: Amen.

P: God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning
us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we
may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus
Chirist, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence

P: Gracious God,

C: have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given
ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your
compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have done and
things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit,
so that we may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.

P: God, who isrich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and
made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the
name of + Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you
with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through
faith.

C: Amen.



Gathering Hymn
“Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart!”

Screen or ELW #873 vv. 1,2,3 & 6
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1 Re - joice, ye pure in heart! Re - joice, give thanks,and sing;
2 With voice as full and strong  as 0 - cean’s surg - ing praise,
3 With all the an - gel choirs, with all the saints on earth
4 Still Lift your stan-dard high, still march in firm ar - ray,
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your fes - tal ban - ner wave on high, the cross of Christ your king.
send forth the stur - dy hymnsof old, the psalms of an - cient days.
pour out the  strains of joy and bliss, true rap - ture, no - blest mirth.
as  pil - grims through the dark - nesswend till dawns the gol-den day.
Refrain
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Re - joice! Re - joice! Re - joice, give thanks, and sing!

5 At last the march shall end;
the wearied ones shall rest;
the pilgrims find their home at last,
Jerusalem the blest. Refrain

Text: Edward H. Plumptre, 1821-1891, alt.
Music: MarioN, Arthur H. Messiter, 1834-1916

Public Domain

Greeting

6 Praise God who reigns on high,

the Lord whom we adore:
the Father, Son, and Spirit blest,
one God forevermore. Refrain

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of

the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also, with you.



Kyrie Screen
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - «cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the

Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer -
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord. A -



Hymn of Prais “Glory to God” Screen
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Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s peo - ple on earth.
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Lord God, heav -en-ly King,al-might-y God and Fa - ther,
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we wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glo -ry.
n — ] [Peeeragg
7 Y 1 . p— n R —
| [ [¥] InY
Wﬁ—v_ﬁ & 7 i/ I. ‘_b_
J

Lord Je-sus Christ,

on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God,
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you take a-way the sin of the world: have mer -cy on us;
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you are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa - ther: re - ceive our prayer.
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For you a - lone are the Ho-ly One, you a-lone are the Lord,
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you a - lone are the Most High, Je-sus Christ, with the Ho -1y Spir - it,
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa - ther A - men.



Prayer of the Day

P: Let us pray. Holy God, C: you confound the world’s wisdom in giving your
kingdom to the lowly and the pure in heart. Give us such a hunger and thirst for
justice, and perseverance in striving for peace, that in our words and deeds the
world may see the life of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

The congregation is invited fo be seated.

WORD

First Reading — Micah 6:1-8 Screen
A: A reading from the book of Micah.
A: THear what the Lord says:
Rise, plead your case before the mountains,
and let the hills hear your voice.
2Hear, you mountains, the case of the Lord,
and you enduring foundations of the earth,
for the Lord has a case against his people,
and he will contend with Israel.
3YO my people, what have | done to you?
In what have | wearied you? Answer mel
4For | brought you up from the land of Egypt
and redeemed you from the house of slavery,
and | sent before you Moses,
Aaron, and Miriam.
50 my people, remember now what King Balak of Moab devised,
what Balaam son of Beor answered him,
and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal,
that you may know the saving acts of the Lord.”
¢ “With what shall | come before the Lord
and bow myself before God on high?
Shall I come before him with burnt offerings,
with calves a year old?
7 Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams,
with ten thousands of rivers of oil?
Shall | give my firstborn for my transgression,
the fruit of my body for the sin of my soule”
8He has told you, O mortal, what is good,
and what does the Lord require of you
but to do justice and to love kindness
and to walk humbly with your God?
A: Word of God, Word of life.  C: Thanks be to God.
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Psalm - Psalm 15 Screen
A: We will read the Psalm responsively by whole verse.
A: Lord, who may dwell in your tabernacle?
Who may abide upon your holy hill2
C:Those who lead a blameless life and do what is right,
who speak the truth from their heart;
A:they do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil to their friends;
they do not cast discredit upon a neighbor.
C:In their sight the wicked are rejected, but they honor those who fear the Lord.
They have sworn upon their health and do not take back their word.
A:They do not give their money in hope of gain, nor do they take bribes
against the innocent.
Those who do these things shall never be overthrown.

Second Reading — 1 Corinthians 1:18-31 Screen
A: A reading from the book of 1 Corinthians.

A: 8The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but
to us who are being saved it is the power of God. " For it is written,

“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise,

and the discernment of the discerning | will thwart.”
20Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scholare Where is the debater of
this age¢ Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 2! For since, in the
wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, God decided,
through the foolishness of the proclamation, to save those who believe. 22For
Jews ask for signs and Greeks desire wisdom, 23 but we proclaim Christ crucified,
a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to gentiles, 24 but to those who are
the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of
God. 2For God'’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God’'s weakness
is stronger than human strength.

26 Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were wise by
human standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 27 But
God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is
weak in the world to shame the strong; 286 God chose what is low and despised
in the world, things that are not, to abolish things that are, 2? so that no one
might boast in the presence of God. 30In contrast, God is why you are in Christ
Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God, and righteousness and
sanctification and redemption, 3'in order that, as it is written, “Let the one who
boasts, boast in the Lord.”

A: Word of God, Word of life.  C: Thanks be to God.

Please rise in body or spirit.
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Gospel Acclamation Screen
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words of e - ter - nal life. Al-le-lu - 1a. Al-le-Iu - ia.
Gospel — Matthew 5:1-12 Screen

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the 5th chapter.

C: Glory to you, O Lord!

P: TWhen Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain, and after he sat
down, his disciples came to him. 2 And he began to speak and taught them,
saying:

3“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kihngdom of heaven.

4"“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.

5"Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.

¢ “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be
filled.

7 “Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.

8 “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.

? “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.

10“Blessed are those who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for
theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

11 “Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all
kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. 12Rejoice and be glad, for your
reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets
who were before you.”

P: The Gospel of our Lord C: Praise to you, O Christ.

The congregation is invited to be seated

Sermon
Please rise in body or spirit.



Hymn of the Day “Build a Longer Table” Screen
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1 Build a long - er ta - ble, not a  high-er wall,
2 Build a saf - er ref - uge, not a larg - er jail;
3 Build a broad - er door - way, not a long -er fence.
4 When we lived as ex - iles, ref -u - gees a - broad,
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feed - ing those who hun - ger, mak - ing room for all.
where the weak find shel - ter, mer - cy will not fail.
Love pro - tects all peo - ple, spar - ing no ex - pense.
Christ be - came our door - way to the reign of God.
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Feast - ing to - geth - er, strang-er turns to friend,
For an -y place  where jus - tice is de - nied,
When we em - brace com - pas - sion more than fear,
So must our ta - bles wel - come those who roam.
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Christ breaks walls to piec - es; false di - vi-sions end.
Christ will breach the jail wall, free -ing all in - side.
Christ tears down our fenc - es: all are wel-come here.
None can be ex - clud - ed; all must find a home.

Text: David Bjorlin, b. 1984
Music: NOEL NOUVELET, French carol

Reprinted/podcast/streamed with permission under One License #A-730141

Apostles’ Creed

C: | believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

Screen or ELW pg. 105



was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession Screen
P: As God’s beloved children united in Christ, let us pray for the church, the

whole human community, and the well-being of the earth, our home.
A brief silence.

A: God our wisdom, renew the church in the power of the Spirit, that it may do
justice, love kindness, live humbly, and boldly proclaim Christ crucified. We pray
for social justice and humanitarian aid ministries. Merciful God,

C: receive our prayer.

P. God our source, we honor you by caring wisely for your creation. We pray for
the health of old growth forests, ice caps, and ocean currents. Preserve the
diversity of life on earth. Merciful God,

C: receive our prayer.

A: God our righteousness, raise up visionary leaders who serve with integrity and
respect human rights. Increase freedom in every nation. Protect educators,
journalists, artists, and religious activists who are reviled for speaking truth.
Merciful God,

C: receive our prayer.

P: God our advocate, you give hope to all who suffer because of persecution,
poverty, or war. Reunite separated families and bring orphaned children to
safety. Comfort any who grieve or suffer in any way especially Deanna Wilsom,
Eva Cowley, Roger Asplund, Barb Strom, Deb Liebzeit, Chase Flynn, Connie
Laidig, Zinnia Larson, and those we name aloud or in our hearts... brief silence...
Merciful God,

C: receive our prayer.

A: God our blessing, we pray for the children and youth of this congregation,
and for parents, grandparents, mentors, teachers, and youth ministers who
model love for their neighbor and care for others. Merciful God,
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C: receive our prayer.

P. God our joy, we give thanks for the lives of those before us who journeyed
humbly with you. Merciful God,

C: receive our prayer.

P: Confident that the Holy Spirit receives our prayers and answers us, we
commend all for whom we pray to God'’s loving-kindness made known to us in
Christ Jesus our Savior.

C: Amen.

Prayer requests can be submitted to the church office by phone or email.

Peace P:The peace of Christ be with you all. C: And, also with you!

Please share a sign of Christ’s peace however you feel comfortable.

The congregation is invited to be seated.

THANKSGIVING

Offering
General and special offerings may be placed in the plates by the doors as we enter or
depart. In addition to the offering that supports the ministry of St. Paul, the children of St. Paul
receive a weekly Children’s Offering.
Their offering this month will support the Dixon Public School student lunch debt.
We thank the children and youth for their help collecting the children’s offering!
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Offering Hymn
“Brightest and Best of the Stars” ELW #303 vv. 1 & 4 Screen
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1 Bright-est and  best of the  stars of the morn - ing,
2 Cold on his cra - dle the dew - drops are shin - ing;
3 What shall we give  him, in cost - ly de - vo - tion?
4 Vain - ly we of - fer each am - ple ob - la - ton,
5 Bright-est and  best of the  stars of the morn - ing,
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dawn on our dark - ness and lend us your aid.
low lies his head with the beasts of the stall;
Shall we bring in - cense and of - f'rings di - vine,
vain - ly with gifts would his fa - vor se - cure;
dawn on our dark - ness and lend us your aid.
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Star of the east, the ho - n - zon a - dorn - ing,
an - gels a - dore him in slum - ber re - clin - ing,
gems of the moun - tain and pearls of the 0 - cean,
rich - er by far 18 the heart’s ad - o - ra - tion,
Star of the east, the ho - n - zon a - dorn - ing,
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guide where our im - fant re - deem - er is laid.
mak - er and mon - arch and sav. - ior of all.
myrrh from the for - est or gold from the  mine?
dear - er to God are  the prayers of the poor.
guide where our m - fant re - deem - er is laid.

Text: Reginald Heber, 1783-1826, alt.
Music: MORNING STAR, James P. Harding, 1850-1911, adapt.

Public Domain

Please rise in body or spirit.

11



Offering Prayer Screen
A: God of magjesty,

C: no eye has seen, no ear has heard what you have prepared for those who
love you, yet in this meal you reveal the wideness of your mercy. Use what we
have gathered to feed us with the reign of God come near, Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.

Thanksgiving for the Word

P: Let us pray,

P: Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made all things:
you spoke light info darkness, called forth beauty from chaos, and brought life
into being. For your Word of life, O God,

C: we give you thanks and praise.

P: By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your wonderful gifts:
freedom from captivity, water on the desert journey, a pathway home from
exile, wisdom for life with you. For your Word of life, O God,

C: we give you thanks and praise.

P: Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to withess:
forgiveness through the cross, life to those entombed by death, the way of your
self-giving love. For your Word of life, O God,

C: we give you thanks and praise.

P: Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us: renew our faith,
increase our hope, and deepen our love, for the sake of a world in need.
Faithful to your Word, O God, draw near to all who call on you; through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, fo whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and
glory forever.

C: Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

P. Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

SENDING
Blessing
P: May the triune God, who has put a new song in your mouth and tuned your
heart for praise + bless you now and forever.

C: Amen.
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Sending Song “The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve” ELW #551
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1 The Spir - it sends us forth to serve; we go in Je - sus’ name
2 We go to com - fort those who mourn and set the bur-dened free;
3 We go to be the hands of Christ, to scat-ter joy like seed
4 Then let us go to serve in peace, the gos- pel to pro - claim.
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to bring glad tid - ings to the poor, God’s fa - vor to pro - claim.
where hope is dim, to share a dream and help the blind to see.
and, all our days, to cher-ish life, to do the lov - ing deed.
God’s Spir - it has em-pow-ered us; we go in Je - sus’ name.

Text: Delores Dufner, OSB, b. 1939
Music: SANTA MONICA, Robert A. Hobby, b. 1962

Text © 1993 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved.
Music © 2014 Birnamwood Publications (ASCAP), a div. of MorningStar Music Publishers, Inc. All rights reserved.

Reprinted/podcast/streamed with permission under One License #A-730141

Dismissal

A: Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; be of good courage;
hold fast to that which is good; render to no one evil for evil; strengthen the
fainthearted; support the weak; help the afflicted; honor all people; love and
serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit.

C: Thanks be to God.

Postlude

Leading Worship
Presider & Preacher: Somar Bryson
Musician: Kathy Sheridan
Worship Assistant: Lester Hallquist
Youth Worship Helpers: Luis, Hannah, & Rafael

Portions of the liturgy are Copyright Augsburg Fortfress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual

License #SAS028479. "Music Copyright. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under CCLI Annual License #1124556 and One License

Annual License #A-730141." New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council
of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

St. Paul Ahnouncements
Church Office contact information ~ email: office@stpauldixon.org phone: 815-288-2757
Church Office Hours: Monday through Thursday 8:30 am — 1:30 pm
Pastor Anthony Windau (414) 364-9504 pastoragwindau@gmail.com
Pastor Riley Reed-Windau (406) 240-2145 pastorreedwindau@gmail.com
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Sunday, 2/1:

Monday, 2/2:

Tuesday, 2/3:

Wednesday, 2/4:

Thursday, 2/5:
Saturday, 2/7:
Sunday, 2/8:

WEEK AT A GLANCE
Sunday School/Youth Group 92:30 am - 10:30 am
Worship Service 10:45 am ~ Praise Band worship assistant: Lester Hallquist
Joint Confirmation Class 1:00 pm -3:00 pm at ILC

Prayer Team 10:00 am . —
Property Committee Meeting 6:00 pm Today's worship is
Line Dancing 9:00 am livestreamed on
Staff Meeting 2:00 am at Immanuel F.acebOOk and

. . . archived on YouTube.
Worship & Music Committee 1:00 pm IF ever you miss
Christion Ed/Faith Formation Meeting 3:00 pm service, you can join
Chair Yoga 11:00 am us online!
Worship 5:30 pm at Immanuel

Faith Lab 92:30 am - 10:30 am

Worship Service 10:45 am ~ Praise Band worship assistant: Joyce Craney
Executive Councill

Scout Sunday

SCOUT SUNDAY *@ WELCA Coffee

All scouts and leaders are Scouting
invited to wear their uniforms America Wednesday, February llth

and help to lead worship on Sunday, February 9:00 am

8, as we honor and celebrate youth scouts on
Scout Sunday. Scouts and leaders, please let
us know if you plan to attend.

Girl Scout Sunday will be March 8.

in the fellowship hall. All are welcome!
Enjoy wonderful conversation, great
coffee, and a tasty breakfast

New Member Sunday!

Please make plans to attend worship on Sunday, February 15" as we welcome new and

returning members at our church.

If you are a visitor and would like to join, please let Pr. Anthony know asap.

We will have cake to celebrate!!

The Church Office will closed Monday, February 16t

Spaghetti Dinner ~ Tuesday, February 24" 4 pm - 7 pm at St. Paul
(please note the date change and mark your calendar)

Ash Wednesday Services —February 18th

Noon @ Immanuel
5:30 pm @ St. Paul
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