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St. Paul Lutheran Church 
Easter Sunday ~ Sunday April 5, 2026 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
GATHERING 

Prelude                        Sherry McCarter & Kathy Sheridan 
                           

Welcome and Announcements 
 

Pastor leads announcements from the front. After announcements, the pastors and acolytes 

will process in with the cross. The assembly is invited to stand and face the cross. 
 

Processional Song:        “Hallelujah! Jesus Lives!”    Screen or  ELW #380 

 
Public Domain 
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Thanksgiving for Baptism 
P: Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

C: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

P: Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne and to the Lamb! 

C: Amen. 

P: Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism. 
 

Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister continues. 
 

P: Merciful God, you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come. You 

lead us beside still waters. We thank you for the waters of creation: morning 

dew, gentle rain, roaring waves. We thank you for the waters that nourish us. 

Blessed are you. 

C: You guide us to springs of the water of life. 

P: Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness who accompanies us on our journeys. 

We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection. We praise you 

for joining us in joy and sorrow. Blessed are you. 

C: You guide us to springs of the water of life. 

P: Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows. Break down 

barriers that divide us. Fill us with the breath of peace. Blessed are you.  

C: You guide us to springs of the water of life. 

P: Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, and for making us 

a new creation. We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise, 

now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
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Gathering Song:        “Jesus Christ is Risen Today”    Screen or ELW#365 

 
Public Domain 

Assembly may be seated.  

Children’s Message  
The assembly is invited to stand.  

Greeting 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

C: And also with you.  
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Kyrie:  
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Hymn of Praise:  
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Prayer of the Day 
P: Let us pray. O God,  

C: you gave your only Son to suffer death on the cross for our redemption, and 

by his glorious resurrection you delivered us from the power of death. Make us 

die every day to sin, that we may live with him forever in the joy of the 

resurrection, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

Assembly may be seated.  
 

First Reading: Acts 10:34-43 
A: A reading from the book of Acts.  

A:  Peter began to speak to [Cornelius and his household]: “I truly understand 

that God shows no partiality, but in every people anyone who fears him and 

practices righteousness is acceptable to him. You know the message he sent to 

the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all.  That 

message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that 

John announced: how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and 

with power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were 
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oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. We are witnesses to all that he 

did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on 

a tree,  but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, not to 

all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses and who ate 

and drank with him after he rose from the dead.  He commanded us to preach 

to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the 

living and the dead. All the prophets testify about him that everyone who 

believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” 

A: Word of God, word of life. C: Thanks be to God.  
 

Psalm: 118:1-2, 14-24 
A: We will read the Psalm responsively by whole verse.  

A: Give thanks to the Lord, for the Lord is good; God’s mercy endures forever. 

C: Let Israel now declare, “God’s mercy endures forever.” 

A: The Lord is my strength and my song, and has become my salvation. 

C:  Shouts of rejoicing and salvation echo in the tents of the righteous: “The right  

      hand of the Lord acts valiantly! 

A:  The right hand of the Lord is exalted! The right hand of the Lord acts  

      valiantly!” 

C:  I shall not die, but live, and declare the works of the Lord.  

A: The Lord indeed punished me sorely, but did not hand me over to death. 

C:  Open for me the gates of righteousness; I will enter them and give thanks to  

      the Lord. 

A: “This is the gate of the Lord; here the righteous may enter.” 

C:  I give thanks to you, for you have answered me and you have become my  

      salvation.  

A: The stone that the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone. 

C: By the Lord has this been done; it is marvelous in our eyes. 

A:  This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.  
 

Second Reading: Colossians 3:1-4 

A: A reading from the book of Colossians.  

A:  If you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, 

where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on 

the things that are above, not on the things that are on earth, for you 

have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. When Christ who 

is your life is revealed, then you also will be revealed with him in glory. 

A: Word of God, word of life. C: Thanks be to God.  
 

The assembly is invited to stand.  
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Gospel Acclamation:  

 
 

Gospel Reading: Matthew 28:1-10 
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 28th Chapter.  

C: Glory to you, O Lord.  

P: After the Sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary 

Magdalene and the other Mary went to see the tomb. And suddenly there was 

a great earthquake, for an angel of the Lord, descending from heaven, came 

and rolled back the stone and sat on it. His appearance was like lightning and 

his clothing white as snow. For fear of him the guards shook and became like 

dead men. 5 But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know 

that you are looking for Jesus who was crucified. He is not here, for he has been 

raised, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay. Then go quickly and tell 

his disciples, ‘He has been raised from the dead, and indeed he is going ahead 

of you to Galilee; there you will see him.’ This is my message for you.” So they 

left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy and ran to tell his 

disciples. Suddenly Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” And they came to 

him, took hold of his feet, and worshiped him.  Then Jesus said to them, “Do not 

be afraid; go and tell my brothers and sisters to go to Galilee; there they will see 

me.” 

P: The Gospel of our Lord.  

C: Praise to you, O Christ.  
 

The assembly is invited to be seated.  
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Sermon 
 

Assembly invited to stand.   
 

Hymn of the Day:   “Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds”  ELW#367 

 
                             Reprinted/podcast/streamed with permission under One License #A-730141 
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Nicene Creed 
P: With the whole church, let us confess our faith in God using the words of the 

Nicene Creed.  

C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of 

the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, 

not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For 

us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy 

Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was 

crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third 

day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to 

judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 

Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and 

apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We 

look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.  
 

Prayers of Intercession 
P: Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken 

world, let us pray for the needs of all creation. 

A: Risen Savior, you have conquered death and opened the gates of 

everlasting life. Dispel our doubts and fears and renew our faith and hope in 

you. Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 

P: Life-giving God, the created world rejoices in Christ’s victory over death. May 

all the earth be renewed by the light of Jesus’ resurrection, and may we be 

faithful stewards of all you have made. Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 

A: Sovereign God, let the nations acknowledge your reign of justice and truth. 

Where violence, oppression, and corruption hold sway, pour out your holy and 

life-giving Spirit to transform and redeem. Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 

P: Gentle Shepherd, like the women at the empty tomb, many grieve or feel 

lost and afraid. Draw near to those who are ill or in pain, especially Deanna 

Wilson, Eva Cowley, Deb Liebzeit, Connie Laidig, Chase Flynn, La Donna 

Groshans, Peg Miller, David Weaver, Judy Hallquist, Joyce Snyder, Jim & 
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Carolyn Marshall, Carol Moats, and those we name aloud or in our heart 

hearts... brief silence…. Reveal yourself to them as the Risen One. Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 

A: Faithful God, we thank you for the living hope you give us through Christ’s 

resurrection. Bless this community, that we may boldly proclaim Christ’s victory 

over death in word and deed. Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 

P: Eternal One, we give thanks for all who have died and now share in the joy 

of your resurrection. Bring us, with them, to the unending feast of your victory. 

Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 

P: God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good 

news of new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. 

C: Amen. 
 

Peace 
P: May the peace of the Lord be with you all.  

C: And also with you.  
 

Assembly may be seated. 
 

Offering 
General and special offerings may be placed in the plates by the doors as we enter or 

depart. In addition to the offering that supports the ministry of St. Paul, the children of St. Paul 

receive a weekly Children’s Offering.  

Their offering this month will support the service projects they will be participating in during 

the week of vacation Bible school in June. We thank the children and youth for their help 

collecting the children’s offering! 
 

Offering Song:              “Christ has Arisen, Alleluia”        ELW #364 vs 1-3 
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                                 Reprinted/podcast/streamed with permission under One License #A-730141 
 

Assembly invited to stand. 

Offering Prayer 
A: Let us pray. Merciful God, 

C: accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. You have set a 

table before us, a glimpse of that great day when we will hunger and thirst no 

more. Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, that goodness and mercy 

may follow us and bless the world you love. In the name of Jesus, Amen. 
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Great Thanksgiving (Chanted)  
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Holy, Holy, Holy: Setting 8 
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Thanksgiving at the Table & Words of Institution 
P: We give you thanks, Father, 

through Jesus Christ, your beloved Son, 

whom you sent in this end of the ages 

to save and redeem us and to proclaim to us your will. 

He is your Word, inseparable from you, 

through whom you created all things, 

and in whom you take delight. 

He is your Word, sent from heaven to a virgin’s womb. 

He there took on our nature and our lot 

and was shown forth as your Son, 

born of the Holy Spirit and of the virgin Mary. 

He, our Lord Jesus, fulfilled all your will 

and won for you a holy people; 

he stretched out his hands in suffering 

in order to free from suffering those who trust you. 

He is the one who, handed over to a death he freely accepted, 

in order to destroy death, to break the bonds of the evil one, 

to crush hell underfoot, to give light to the righteous, 

to establish his covenant, and to show forth the resurrection, 

taking bread and giving thanks to you, said: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

In the same way he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering, then, his death and resurrection, 

we take this bread and cup, 

giving you thanks that you have made us worthy 

to stand before you and to serve you as your priestly people. 

Send your Spirit upon these gifts of your church; 

gather into one all who share this bread and wine; 

fill us with your Holy Spirit to establish our faith in truth, 

that we may praise and glorify you through your Son Jesus Christ; 

through whom all glory and honor are yours, almighty Father, 

with the Holy Spirit, in your holy church, both now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
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Lord’s Prayer 
P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:  

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Invitation to Communion 
P: Come to the table of new life. Receive the risen Lord. 
 

Assembly may be seated. 
 

Distribution of Holy Communion 
When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say “The body of Christ, given for 

you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.” Each person may respond, “amen”.  

St. Paul Lutheran Church and the ELCA practice “open table” communion. This is Christ’s 

table; Jesus is our host. Everyone is invited and welcome to receive Holy Communion! 
 

Communion Hymn:                “Lamb of God” 
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Communion Hymn:       “O Praise the Name (Anastasis)”            Screen  
Verse 1 

I cast my mind to Calvary, where Jesus bled and died for me 

I see His wounds, His hands, His feet; my Savior on that cursed tree 
 

Verse 2 

His body bound and drenched in tears. They laid Him down in Joseph's tomb 

The entrance sealed by heavy stone, Messiah still and all alone 
 

Chorus 

O praise the Name of the Lord our God. O praise His Name forevermore. 

For endless days we will sing Your praise, Oh Lord, oh Lord our God. 
 

Verse 3 

Then on the third at break of dawn the Son of heaven rose again. 

O trampled death where is your sting? The angels roar for Christ the King. 
 

Chorus 

O praise the Name of the Lord our God. O praise His Name forevermore. 

For endless days we will sing Your praise, Oh Lord, oh Lord our God. 
 

Verse 4 

He shall return in robes of white. The blazing sun shall pierce the night. 

And I will rise among the saints, my gaze transfixed on Jesus' face. 
 

Chorus 

O praise the Name of the Lord our God. O praise His Name forevermore. 

For endless days we will sing Your praise, Oh Lord, oh Lord our God. 

Oh Lord, oh Lord our God. Oh Lord, oh Lord our God. 
 

Words & Music: Benjamin Hastings | Dean Ussher | Marty Sampson 

© 2015 Hillsong Music Publishing Australia; Small City Music 

For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 

Reprinted & streamed by permission under CCLI Annual License #1124556 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://songselect.ccli.com/about/termsofuse
https://www.ccli.com/
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Communion Hymn:               “Man of Sorrows”       Screen  
Verse 1 

Man of sorrows Lamb of God, by His own betrayed 

The sin of man and wrath of God has been on Jesus laid 
 

Verse 2 

Silent as He stood accused, beaten mocked and scorned 

Bowing to the Father's will, he took a crown of thorns 
 

Chorus  

Oh that rugged cross my salvation where Your love poured out over me 

Now my soul cries out hallelujah! Praise and honor unto Thee! 
 

Verse 3 

Sent of heaven God's own Son to purchase and redeem 

And reconcile the very ones who nailed Him to that tree 
 

Chorus  

Oh that rugged cross my salvation where Your love poured out over me 

Now my soul cries out hallelujah! Praise and honor unto Thee! 
 

Verse 4 

See the stone is rolled away Behold the empty tomb 

Hallelujah God be praised He's risen from the grave 
 

Chorus  

Oh that rugged cross my salvation where Your love poured out over me 

Now my soul cries out hallelujah! Praise and honor unto Thee! 
 

Words and music: Brooke Ligertwood | Matt Crocker 

© 2012 Hillsong Music Publishing (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) 

For use solely with the SongSelect. Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 

Reprinted and streamed by permission under CCLI Annual License #1124556 

 

Assembly invited to stand.  
 

Post Communion Blessing 
P: Now may the body and blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, strengthen 

you and keep you in his grace.  

C: Amen.  
 

Prayer after Communion 
A: Let us pray. Holy One, 

C: through this meal you have made your home among us and are making all 

things new. Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, to love our 

enemies, and to bring your healing to the nations. In the name of Jesus, Amen. 
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Blessing 
P: God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, Jesus Christ, the firstborn of 

the dead, and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, ☩ bless you now and 

forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

Sending Song:                 “Christ is Risen! Alleluia!”            ELW #382 

 
                 Public Domain  
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Dismissal 
A: Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia! 

C: Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 

Postlude                                                                              Kathy Sheridan 
Leading Worship 

Presider: Pastor Anthony     Preacher: Pastor Riley   

Musicians: Gerad VonHolten, Kathy Sheridan & the Praise Band 

        Worship Assistant: Joyce Craney     
Portions of the liturgy are Copyright Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual 

License #SAS028479. "Music Copyright.  All rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission under CCLI Annual License #1124556 and One License 

Annual License #A-730141."  New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council 

of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

 

St. Paul Announcements 
Church Office contact information ~ email: office@stpauldixon.org  phone: 815-288-2757  

Church Office Hours: Monday through Thursday 8:30 am – 1:30 pm 

Pastor Anthony Windau (414) 364-9504   pastoragwindau@gmail.com 

 Pastor Riley Reed-Windau (406) 240-2145   pastorreedwindau@gmail.com 

 

WEEK AT A GLANCE  
Sunday, 4/5:        Easter Egg / Scavenger Hunt 10:00 am  

Easter Worship Service 11:00 am  worship assistant: Joyce Craney   

Monday, 4/6:      Church Office Closed  

    Property Committee 6:00 pm  

Tuesday, 4/7:       Joint Staff Meeting 9:00 am at Immanuel   

           Line Dancing 9:00 am 

Praise Band rehearsal 5:30 pm 

Wednesday, 4/8:  WELCA Coffee 9:00 am  

Finance Committee meeting 2:30 pm   

Thursday, 4/9:        Chair Yoga 11:00 am  

Friday 4/10:    Liberty Court Worship 1:30 pm  

Saturday, 4/11:      Worship 5:30 pm at St. Paul worship assistant: Linda Patterson  

Sunday, 4/12:        Youth Committee 9:15 am  

Sunday School/Youth Group 9:30 am  – 10:30 am  

Worship Service 10:45 am  Praise Band worship assistant: Sherry McCarter    

LSSI Good Shepherd Sunday 

Executive Committee  

Today's worship is 

livestreamed on Facebook 

and archived on YouTube.  

If ever you miss a service, 

you can join us online! 
 

mailto:office@stpauldixon.org
mailto:pastorreedwindau@gmail.com
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The St. Paul  
Church Office  

will be  
closed on  
Monday  
April 6th 

 
 

 

 

 

 

WELCA   
Coffee  

 

Wednesday,  
April 8th   
9:00 am 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 


