
St. Paul Epistle August 2025 

 
Long Summer Days… 

 
As we enter into the month of August, I am reflecting on rest. We are in the time of year many 

of us know as the ‘dog days’ of summer, filled with humidity and heat. These ‘dog days’ are also an 
in-between time, before kids go back to school and work starts getting busy again, but also after the 
vacations, camps, and sports that come with June and July. And, it’s in this period of time many of 
us, either because of the heat, or because it is the only chance to do so before the busyness of the 
year picks up, find time to step away and rest.  
 For me, this season brings to mind the type of lazy, child-like nostalgia. Days spent reading 
Richard Peck and Elizabeth Enright, putting the horses out to pasture for the last of the dry summer 
grass, and the clear nights with countless stars.  
 This longing that appears every year reminds me that it may be time for me to take a step 
away. While there are many ways we could fill up the next week to make ourselves busy in this in-
between time, maybe there is a gift in letting it stay long and lazy. This time of is often a gift from 
God that allows us space and time to ground ourselves and to recharge before things speed up once 
again in September. It’s a chance for us to not only reconnect with ourselves, but to reconnect with 
God and the world that God has created.  
 God creates life that is punctuated by seasons. As Ecclesiastes 3:1 reminds us, “For everything 
there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven,” (NRSV). Our lives, therefore, find 
balance when we take time to lean into each of these seasons. There is a tendency to feel guilty when 
we step away from our daily chaos for something as simple as rest, but it is not only good, but it is 
necessary for our well-being. God designs us to need rest alongside our busyness, so of course when 
these ‘dog days’ come around many of us find ourselves craving space. There is a reason that I am 
not alone in my summertime nostalgia - it’s because we as humans are taking a collective breath, 
sinking deeper into the rest that our bodies and minds need.  

So this is your reminder that you can, and probably need, to take the time to rest. If you are 
tired, in body, mind, and soul, remember God’s invitation towards sabbath where you can find 
peace, can recharge, and ground yourself. 

As you work out what this period of rest, however big or small, may look like for you, I bestow 
on you this blessing:  

 
May long summer days speak to you of God’s enduring light.  
May bright summer flowers speak to you of God’s unending beauty.  
May fresh summer fruits speak to you of God’s continuing kindness.  
May warm summer nights speak to you of God’s enfolding comfort.  
May early summer dawns speak to you of God’s renewing hope.  
 
(May long summer days, by Simon Taylor, compiled in Summer by Ruth Burgess)  
 
May peace find you in your rest, my friend.  
-Pastor Riley    

 



Worship Assistants Serving in August    
Saturday August 2 ~ at Immanuel      Sunday August 3 ~ Glen Hughes   
Saturday August 9 ~ Lester Hallquist     Sunday August 10 ~ Patti Larsen 

   Saturday August 16 ~ at Immanuel     Sunday August 17 ~ Marian Myers 
   Saturday August 23 ~ Linda Patterson      Sunday August 24 ~ Sherry McCarter 
   Saturday August 30 ~ at Immanuel      Sunday August 31 ~ Robin Colglazier 
 

We celebrate with our St. Paul family members who have birthdays in August  
1 Janet Searls  
9 Suzanne Bollman  
10 Lisa Guenther  
12 Harlyn Tourtillott  
17 Jett Gaffey  
18 Carol Moon 
19 Kayla Fordham 
23 Lauren Weaver  
24 Griffin Kobus  
26 Patti Larsen, Hakeem Banks  
27 Marcia Hallquist  
31 Rachel Kobus 
 
 

 You’re invited to WELCA Coffee 
Wednesday August 13th at 9:00 am 

    We will enjoy a tasty breakfast treat, friendly conversation 

and of course COFFEE.   

All are welcome!  

 

 
 
 

Northern Illinois Synod Women of the ELCA 
36th Annual Convention, September 20, 2025 

Theme: “Rescue, Redeem, Restore” 
First Lutheran Church 

225 South 3rd Street, Rockford 
Registration forms are available in the Gathering Area. 

                           Registration is due August 20th.   
 
 



Out and About 
Out and About will meet at Culver's (1317 N Galena Ave, Dixon, IL) on 

Tuesday, August 5, 2025 at 11:30 a.m. All are welcome!!!   
For more information or to arrange for a ride, call or text  

Beverley Eykamp at 815-677-8545.   
We hope you will join us!   

  

               

Mary Circle of Immanuel Lutheran Church would like to 

invite the ladies of St. Paul to join them for their summer 

lunch outing August 7, 2025, 12:30 pm *, at the River’s Edge.    
Please contact Kathy Schutz at 815-677-8643 by noon on the 6th if 

you plan on attending. *please note the time change 

 

 
 

 
 

Thanks be to God for the new seasonal altar flowers at St. Paul.  

We are grateful to Sherry McCarter, Cassandra Rodgers, and Lauren 

Weaver for their creativity.  

Special thanks to Cassandra and Lauren for giving so  

freely of their time and talents.  

St. Paul appreciates these wonderful ladies.      
 
 

 



********************************************************************************************** 

We remember Rose Hamill.  Rose passed away on July 10th. 

We remember Ethel Steder. Ethel passed away on July 26th .   
 

********************************************************************************************** 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

August is National Make-A-Will-Month and in an effort to be of service to those individuals and 
churches LSSI partners with, we are offering an estate planning webinar led by David Novak, LSSI 
Chief Advancement Officer. We hope you will join us and invite a friend!  This webinar will be held 
from 12:00pm – 1:00pm on Wednesday, August 13, 2025.  
LSSI has branded its planned giving program as: "What Brings You Joy? The Gift Planning program 
at LSSI" 
 This presentation will include: 

• Planned Giving Essentials 
• An overview of Charitable Giving Tools 
• What the Big Beautiful Bill means for donors. 

You can register by visiting this link: LSSI.org/Webinar 
Whether you’re just getting started or updating your plans, this webinar will help you align your 
legacy with what brings you joy—while supporting the people and ministries that matter most.  
Please let me know if you have any questions and I hope to see you virtually on August 13th! 
Blessings, 
Kathy Hall,  
LSSI kathy.hall@lssi.org  815-284-7796   

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

https://www.lssi.org/event/planned-giving-webinar-what-brings-you-joy-planning-your-legacy-with-purpose/
mailto:kathy.hall@lssi.org


 
St. Paul & Immanuel New Member "Retreat" 

Are you interested in membership or had your membership 
reactivated recently?  

Then we want YOU to sign up for our new member 
"retreat" on  Sunday, September 7th,  

noon to 3 pm at Immanuel Lutheran Church.  
This new format will go beyond surface level conversation 

and will explore what it means to be a Christian/Lutheran, how to be a church 
member, and have time to make connections with current members. Lunch provided! 

 

*We are also looking for volunteers to help coordinate lunch, and 1 or 2 members from each 
church to help in conversation and getting to know new people. Contact the pastors or 

church office if interested or have any questions. 
 

 
 
 



 
 

"Lord, we pray for positive relationships among all members of the school 
community. May there be mutual respect, understanding, and support. 

May our schools be places where everyone feels valued and appreciated."  
 

 

St. Paul / Immanuel will cooperate to serve the community by working at Dixon 
Habitat for Humanity. Saturday, September 6th has been set for the day that we can 
help with building a house for a needy family in Dixon. We start at 8 am and will plan 
to work until early afternoon. This will be open to 
anyone 18 years old or older. Younger ages can work 
but are heavily restricted to the type of work and 
need parental permission. There is a coffee break in 
the morning. Lunch will be provided by us. We need 
volunteers to provide a picnic type lunch for all of us, plus a small group that work on 
the house throughout the week. There is a sign-up sheet in the Gathering Area.  

Our work crew should be around 8-10 volunteers. 
Contact Bob Gingras for any questions at 815-288-5262 or segragingras70@comcast.net    

       

 

   * Sunday September 14 ~ Rally Day 

*Sunday September 21 ~ Sunday School begins  

    * Immanuel Lutheran Church Quilt Sale 

Saturday September 20 and Sunday September 21 

 

 
 St. Paul and Immanuel will be transporting LWR School kits 

and quilts to Rockford October 4th or October 5th . 
 If you could help by driving,  

please contact Tori in the ILC office at 815-284-2804. 
 

Want to get rid of all those Amazon boxes?  
The ILC Quilters need boxes.  

There is an example in the lobby at ILC.  
Boxes can be taken to the ILC library any time during the year.    



 



 



 



 



 



St. Paul Lutheran Church  
421 S. Peoria Avenue 
Dixon, IL   61021 
Email:  office@stpauldixon.org 
Website:  www.stpauldixon.org 
Office Hours:  Monday – Thursday, 8:30 am - 1:30 pm 
Phone: 815-288-2757 
Email: pastoragwindau@gmail.com   
           pastorreedwindau@gmail.com 
 
 
 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Staff 
 
Rev. Riley Reed-Windau & Rev. Anthony Windau 

 Co-Pastors 
 

Gerad Von Holten - Director of Youth and 
   Family Ministries 
 
Rhonda Thomas - Secretary  
 
Brenda Nailor & Sharon Colglazier - General Funds 
Treasurers 
 
Lorraine Hussung - Special Funds Treasurer 
 

 
 

Church Council 
 

Robin Colglazier – President 
Patty Hallquist – Vice President 

Joyce Craney – Secretary 
Carol Moats 

Jeanette McWethy 
Julie Pitchford 

Linda Patterson 
Cyndi Starr 
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