St. Paul Lutheran Church
Fourth Sunday of Easter ~ Sunday, April 26, 2026

GATHERING
Prelude: “Living Hope” Praise Band

music by Brian Johnson & Phil Wickham  used by permission under CCLI Annual License #1124556

Welcome and Announcements

Children’s Message

Please rise in body or spirit

Thanksgiving for Baptism Screen
P: Alleluia! Christ is risen.

C: Christ is risen indeed. Allelvia!

P: Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne and to the Lamb!
C: Amen.

P: Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism.

Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister continues.

P: Merciful God, you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come. You
lead us beside still waters. We thank you for the waters of creation: morning
dew, gentle rain, roaring waves. We thank you for the waters that nourish us.
Blessed are you.

C: You guide us to springs of the water of life.

P: Jesus Christ, you are the faithful withess who accompanies us on our journeys.
We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection. We praise you
for joining us in joy and sorrow. Blessed are you.

C: You guide us to springs of the water of life.

P: Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows. Break down
barriers that divide us. Fill us with the breath of peace. Blessed are you.

C: You guide us to springs of the water of life.

P: Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, and for making us
a new creation. We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise,
now and forever.

C: Amen.



Gathering Song: “The Peace of the Lord” ELW #646 English verses only
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Text: Anders Ruuth; tr. Gerhard M. Cartford, b. 1923

Music: LA PAZ DEL SENOR, Anders Ruuth

Spanish text and tune © Anders Ruuth, admin. Augsburg Fortress. English text © Lutheran World Federation.
Reprinted/podcast/streamed with permission under One License #A-730141

Greeting

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also, with you.
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Hymn of Praise: “Glory to God”
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Prayer of the Day

P: Let us pray. Aimighty and eternal God,
C: the strength of those who believe and the hope of those who doubt, may we,

who have not seen, have faith in you and receive the fullness of Christ’s
blessing, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and

forever. Amen.



The congregation is invited to be seated.

WORD
First Reading — Acts 2:14qa, 22-32 Screen
A: A reading from the book of Acts.
A: T4aPeter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed [the
crowd]: 22“Fellow Israelites, listen to what | have to say: Jesus of Nazareth, a
man attested to you by God with deeds of power, wonders, and signs that
God did through him among you, as you yourselves know 23 this man, handed
over to you according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you
crucified and killed by the hands of those outside the law. 24 But God raised him
up, having released him from the agony of death, because it was impossible
for him to be held in its power. 25 For David says concerning him,

‘| saw the Lord always before me,

for he is at my right hand so that | will not be shaken;

26 therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced:;

moreover, my flesh will live in hope.

27 For you will not abandon my soul to Hades

or let your Holy One experience corruption.
28You have made known to me the ways of life;
you will make me full of gladness with your presence.’

29 "Fellow lIsraelites, | may say to you confidently of our ancestor David that
he both died and was buried, and his fomb is with us to this day. 30Since he was
a prophet, he knew that God had sworn with an oath to him that he would put
one of his descendants on his throne. 31 Foreseeing this, David spoke of the
resurrection of the Messiah, saying,

‘He was not abandoned to Hades,

nor did his flesh experience corruption.’
32"This Jesus God raised up, and of that all of us are witnesses.”
A: Word of God, Word of life. C: Thanks be to God.

Psalm — Psalm 16 Screen
A: We will read the Psalm responsively by whole verse.
A: Protect me, O God, for | take refuge in you;
| have said to the Lord, “You are my Lord, my good above all other.”
C: All my delight is in the godly that are in the land,
upon those who are noble among the people.
A: But those who run after other gods
shall have their froubles multiplied.



| will not pour out drink offerings to such gods,
never take their names upon my lips.
O Lord, you are my portion and my cup;
it is you who uphold my lot.
My boundaries enclose a pleasant land;
indeed, | have arich inheritance.
| will bless the Lord who gives me counsel;
my heart teaches me night after night.
| have set the Lord always before me;
because God is at my right hand, | shall not be shaken.
My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spirit rejoices;
my body also shall rest in hope.
For you will not abandon me to the grave,
nor let your holy one see the pit.
:You will show me the path of life;
in your presence there is fullness of joy, and in your right hand are pleasures
forevermore.
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Second Reading - 1 Peter 1:3-9 Screen
A: A reading from the book of 1 Peter.

A: 3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy
he has given us a new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus
Christ from the dead 4and into an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled,
and unfading, kept in heaven for you, >who are being protected by the power
of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. ¢In
this you rejoice, even if now for a little while you have had to suffer various
trials, 7 so that the genuineness of your faith—being more precious than gold
that, though perishable, is tested by fire—may be found to result in praise and
glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. 8 Although you have not seen
him, you love him, and even though you do not see him now, you believe in
him and rejoice with an indescribable and glorious joy, ? for you are receiving
the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls.

A: Word of God, Word of life. C: Thanks be to God.

Please rise in body or spirit.



Gospel Acclamation
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Gospel — John 20:19-31 Screen

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John the 20th chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord!
P: 1 When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors
were locked where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and
stood among them and said, “Peace be with you."” 20 After he said this, he
showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw
the Lord. 2! Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has
sent me, so | send you.” 2When he had said this, he breathed on them and
said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 221f you forgive the sins of any, they are
forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.”
24But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with
them when Jesus came. 25So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the
Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless | see the mark of the nails in his hands and
put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, | will not believe.”
26 A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with
them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and

said, “Peace be with you.” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and
see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but

believe.” 2Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!"” 22 Jesus said to him,
“Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have
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not seen and yet have come to believe.”
30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples that are not
written in this book. 3! But these are written so that you may continue to believe

that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may

have life in his name.
P: The Gospel of our Lord.

C: Praise to you, O Chirist.

The congregation is invited to be seated

Sermon

Song of the Day:

Please rise in body or spirit.

“We Walk by Faith”

Screen or ELW #635
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Text: Henry Alford, 1810-1871, alt.
Music: SHANTI, Marty Haugen, b. 1950

Music © 1984 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.

All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Public Domain  Reprinted/podcast/streamed with permission under One License #A-730141




Apostles’ Creed Screen or ELW pg. 105
P: Together let us confess our faith in God using the words of the Apostles’
creed:

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

The congregation is invited tfo be seated.

Prayers of Intercession Screen
P: Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken

world, let us pray for the needs of all creation.
A brief silence.

A: Almighty God, you give life to the dead and call into existence things that
do not exist. Breathe your Spirit upon us, that our faith may be renewed day by
day. Merciful God,

C: receive our prayer.

P: Maker of heaven and earth, your mercies are new every morning. Open us
to the wonders of creation, from the beauty of flowers to the complexity of
subatomic particles. Merciful God,

C: receive our prayer.

A: God of peace, in every place where conflict rages, sow seeds of calm and
openness to reconciliation. Strengthen the resolve of leaders and citizens to
work for peace in their nations. Merciful God,

C: receive our prayer.
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P: Healing God, come alongside all who are doubting, fearful, or suffering in
any way especially Barb Strom, Deanna Wilson, Eva Cowley, Deb Liebzeit,
Connie Laidig, Chase Flynn, La Donna Groshans, Peg Miller, David Weaver,
Judy Hallquist, Joyce Snyder, Jim & Carolyn Marshall, Carol Moats, the family of
Ben and Conner Sandrock, the family of Buck and those we name aloud or in
our hearts... brief silence.... Reveal to them your presence and assure them of
the inheritance you have prepared for them. Merciful God,

C: receive our prayer.

A: Giver of joy, let this assembly be a place of genuine love and mutual
affection. Deepen our care for one another and help us to embody your
forgiving and sacrificial love. Merciful God,

C: receive our prayer.

P: Eternal One, we give thanks for saints who were faithful unto death and have
joined the church triumphant especially Buck, Ben and Conner Sandrock.
Inspire us by their withess and bring us with them into your glorious presence.
Merciful God,

C: receive our prayer.

P: God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good
news of new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.

C: Amen.

Prayer requests can be submitted to the church office by phone or email.

Peace P:The peace of Christ be with you all. C: And, also with you!
Please share a sign of Christ’'s peace however you feel comfortable.

The congregation is invited to be seated.

MEAL
Offering

General and special offerings may be placed in the plates by the doors as we enter or
depart. In addition to the offering that supports the ministry of St. Paul, the children of St. Paul
receive a weekly Children’s Offering.

Their offering this month will support the service projects they will be participating in during
the week of vacation Bible school in June.

We thank the children and youth for their help collecting the children’s offering!
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Offering Song: “Christ Has Arisen, Alleluia™ Screen or ELW #364 vv.
Ql D) ) i
>3 | s
J X i
M - fu - ra - hi - ni, ha - le - lu - Vya,
1 Christ has a - ris - en, al - le - lu - ia.
For three long days the grave did its worst
3  The an - gel said to them, “Do not fear.
0] .
- - i i |
] ® » .
m - ko - mbo - z a - me - fu - fu - ka.
Re - joice and praise him, al - le - lu - ia.
un - til its strength by God  was dis - persed.
You look  for Je - sus who 1s not here.
0 ,
£ i -
(G 2
J i
A - me - fu - fu - ka, ha - le - lu - ya,
For our re - deem er burst from the tomb,
He who gives life did death un - der - go,
See for your - selves the tomb is all bare.
0 ,
Y | | i i
%) . o o
m - si - fu - ni sa - sa yu ha - i
e - ven from death, dis - pel - ling its gloom.
and in its con - quest his  might did show.
On - ly the grave - clothes are ly - ing there.”
Refrain
. ——
P i i i e
Tu - mwi - mbi - e so - te kwa fu - ra -  ha.
Let us sing praise to him with end - less Joy.
0 i
Gr—rr
Ye - su a - me - to - ka ka - bu - ri - ni
Death’s fear - ful sting he has come to de - stroy.

12

1-3



0 .
r.& =
Y~
ANV
J
Ka - shi - nda ki - fo, ha - le - lu - Vya;
Our  sin for - giv - ing, al - le - lu - ia!
0 .
)" A | Il
J
ha - le - lu - ya, Ye - su yu ha - i
Je - sus 18 liv - ing, al - le - lu - ia!
Text: Bernard Kyamanywa, b. 1938; tr. Howard S. Olson, b. 1922
Music: MFURAHINL, HALELU YA, Tanzanian traditional
Text © 1968 Lutheran Theological College, Makumira, Tanzania, admin. Augsburg Fortress
Tr. © 1977 Howard S. Olson, admin. Augsburg Fortress
Reprinted/podcast/streamed with permission under One License #A-730141
Please rise in body or spirit.
Offering Prayer Screen

A: Let us pray. Merciful God,

C: accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. You have set a
table before us, a glimpse of that great day when we will hunger and thirst no
more. Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, that goodness and mercy
may follow us and bless the world you love. In the name of Jesus, Amen.

Holy Communion

P: The Lord be with you. C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts. C: We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C: ltis right to give God thanks and praise.

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all fimes and in alll
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the
glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the frue Paschal Lamb who gave
himself to take away our sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in

rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter
and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their
creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise
your name and join their unending hymn:
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Words of Institution

P: In the night in which He was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to His disciples, saying “Take and eat, this is my
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

Again, after supper, Jesus took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink
saying: “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

The Lord’s Prayer

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation fo Communion
P: Come to the table of new life. Receive the risen Lord.

The congregation is invited to be seated.
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Distribution of Holy Communion
When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say “The body of Christ, given for
you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.” Each person may respond, “amen”.
St. Paul Lutheran Church and the ELCA practice “open table” communion. This is Christ’s
table; Jesus is our host. Everyone is invited and welcome to receive Holy Communion!

Communion Songs: Lamb of God Screen
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“Let Peace Reign” vv. 1- 3 only
Verse 1

Let peace reign in your heart. Throw your hate down and smash it apart.
At the end of your rope is where Jesus will start. Let peace reign in your heart,
Let peace reign in your heart.

Verse 2

Let love reign in your heart. Throw your fear down and smash it apart.

At the end of your rope is where Jesus will start. Let love reign in your heart,
Let love reign in your heart.

Verse 3

Let Christ reign in your heart. Throw your pride down and smash it apart.

At the end of your rope is where Jesus will start. Let Christ reign in your heart,
Let Christ reign in your heart.

Words and music by Todd Miller ©2003 Blue Pelican Music (ASCAP/CCLI)
Reprinted by permission under CCLI Annual License #1124556
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“Take, Oh, Take Me As | Am” ELW #814
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Text: John L. Bell, b. 1949

Music: TAKE ME AS 1AM, John L. Bell

Text and music © 1995 Tona Community, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL. 60638.
www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Reprinted/podcast/streamed with permission under One License #A-730141

Please rise in body or spirit

Post Communion Blessing
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in
his grace. C: Amen.

Prayer after Communion

A: Let us pray, Holy One,

C: through this meal you have made your home among us and are making all
things new. Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, to love our
enemies, and to bring your healing to the nations. In the name of Jesus, Amen.

SENDING
Blessing
P: God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, Jesus Christ, the firstborn of
the dead, and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, + bless you now and

forever. C: Amen.
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Sending Song:

“Sing a New Song”
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G D B Em Am
i . Ca— ! B
— = 2
oJ e l
Sing a new song un -to the Lord; let your song be
D G D
T == Z
-\ A} 1
U L]
sung from moun - tains high. Sing a new  song
B’ Em A/ D G Fi
i # } ; ;me
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un -to the Lord, sing-ing al - le Iu - ia.
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1 Yah - weh’s peo - ple dance for joy; oh, come be -
2 Rise, 0] chil - dren, from  your sleep; your Sav - ior
3 Glad my*  soul, for I have seen  the glo - 1y
Ad/C D’/A D/FH D/A
A —
& F i | f
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fore the Lord, and praise the Lord on
now  has come. The Lord has turned  your
of the Lord. The trum - pet  sounds; the
Ad/G D C Aol Dsus D  Refrain
[ E g | N
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glad tam-bou -rines, and let your trum - pet sound.
sor -row to joy, and filled your soul with song.
dead shall be raised I know my Sav - ior lives.

Text & Music: Daniel Schutte
© 1972, 1974 Daniel L. Schutte, admin. New Dawn Music. All rights reserved.
Reprinted/podcast/streamed with permission under One License #A-730141
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Dismissal
A: Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia! C: Thanks be to God. Alleluia!l

Postlude

Leading Worship
Presider: Pastor Anthony  Preacher: Bishop Fidler

Musician: Gerad VonHolten & the Praise Band Worship Assistant: Sherry McCarter
Portions of the liturgy are Copyright Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual
License #SAS028479. "Music Copyright. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under CCLI Annual License #1124556 and One License
Annual License #A-730141." New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council

of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

St. Paul Announcements
Church Office contact information ~ email: office@stpauldixon.org phone: 815-288-2757
Church Office Hours: Monday through Thursday 8:30 am — 1:30 pm
Pastor Anthony Windau (414) 364-9504 pastoragwindau@gmail.com
Pastor Riley Reed-Windau (406) 240-2145 pastorreedwindau@gmail.com

Today's altar flowers were given to the glory of God by the Spangler Memorial fund.

WEEK AT A GLANCE
Sunday, 4/26: Sunday School/Youth Group 9:30 am - 10:30 am
Worship Service 10:45 am ~ Praise Band worship assistant: Sherry McCarter
Monday, 4/27: Prayer Group 10:00 am ) —
Church Council Meeting 2:00 pm ~ Today's worship is
Tuesday, 4/28: Joint Staff Meeting 9:00 am at Immanuel livestreamed on Facebook

and archived on YouTube.
If ever you miss a service,
you can join us online!

Line Dancing 9:00 am
Praise Band rehearsal 1:00 pm

Thursday, 4/30: Chair Yoga 11:00 am
Saturday, 5/2: Worship 5:30 pm at Immanuel
Sunday, 5/3: Sunday School/Youth Group 9:30 am - 10:30 am

Worship Service 10:45 am ~ Praise Band worship assistant: Linda Patterson
Joint Confirmation Class 1:00 pm - 3:00 pm at Immanuel

Thank you to all who helped with the outdoor workday!
The grounds look wonderful!

First Communion Class May 9" ~ this joint class will be from 10 am to 12:30 pm at ILC
with lunch provided. See one of the Pastors today!

WELCA COFFEE WEDNESDAY. MAY 13% 9am

Set up Thursday, May 21 ~9 am

SALE
Friday May 22 and Saturday May 23
9amto 2 pm
Proceeds will help send youth to the ELCA youth gathering in Minneapolis in 2027.
Thank you for your support!
18



mailto:office@stpauldixon.org
mailto:pastorreedwindau@gmail.com

