St. Paul Lutheran Church
Second Sunday of Lent ~ Sunday March 1, 2026

GATHERING
Prelude “Sing Wherever | Go” Praise Band

words and music by Andrew Bergthold, Ed Cash, Franni Cash, Kyle Briskin, Martin Cash, & Scott Cash

Welcome and Announcements

Children’s Message

Please rise in body or spirit

Confession and Forgiveness Screen
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy
endures forever.

C: Amen.

P: Let us confess our sin before God, who removes our guilt and blots out alll
offenses.

P: AImighty God, to whom all hearts are open all desires known, and from
whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration
of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your
holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C: Amen

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection

P: Gracious God,

C: have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given
ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your
compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have done and
things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit,
so that we may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.

P: God, who isrich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and
made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the
name of + Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you
with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through
faith.

C: Amen.



Gathering Song: “Your Grace is Enough” Screen
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Greeting

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of

the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also, with you.

Kyrie: Screen
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Hymn of Praise: “Glory to God” Screen
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Prayer of the Day

P: Let us pray. O God,

C: our leader and guide, in the waters of baptism you bring us to new birth to
live as your children. Strengthen our faith in your promises, that by your Spirit we
may lift up your life to all the world through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.

The congregation is invited to be seated.

WORD

First Reading — Genesis 12:1-4a Screen
A: A reading from the book of Genesis.
A:1The Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your
father’s house to the land that | will show you. 21 will make of you a great
nation, and | will bless you and make your name great, so that you will be a
blessing. 3| will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses you | will
curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”

4a5o Abram went, as the Lord had told him, and Lot went with him
A: Word of God, Word of life.  C: Thanks be to God.

Psalm — Psalm 121 Screen
A: We will read the Psalm responsively by whole verse.
A: | lift up my eyes to the hills;
from where is my help to come?¢
C: My help comes from the Lord,
the maker of heaven and earth.
A:The Lord will not let your foot be moved
nor will the one who watches over you fall asleep.
C:Behold, the keeper of Israel
will neither slumber nor sleep;
A:the Lord watches over you;
the Lord is your shade at your right hand;
C:the sun will not strike you by day,
nor the moon by night.
A:The Lord will preserve you from all evil
and will keep your life.
C:The Lord will watch over your going out and your coming in,
from this time forth forevermore.



Second Reading - Romans 4:1-5,13-17 Screen
A: A reading from the book of Romans.

A: TWhat then are we to say was gained by Abraham, our ancestor according
to the flesh2 2For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast
about, but not before God. 3For what does the scripture say? “Abraham
believed God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness.” 4Now to one who
works, wages are not reckoned as a gift but as something due. 5But to one
who does not work but trusts him who justifies the ungodly, such faith is
reckoned as righteousness.

13For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham
or to his descendants through the law but through the righteousness of
faith. 14 For if it is the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null
and the promise is void. 15 For the law brings wrath, but where there is no law,
neither is there transgression.

16 For this reason the promise depends on faith, in order that it may rest on
grace, so that it may be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the
adherents of the law but also to those who share the faith of Abraham (who is
the father of all of us, 17 as it is written, “I have made you the father of many
nations”), in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to
the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist.

A: Word of God, Word of life.  C: Thanks be to God.

Please rise in body or spirit.

Gospel Acclamation: Screen
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Gospel — John 3:1-17 Screen
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John the 3rd chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord!
P: "Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. 2He
came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a
teacher who has come from God, for no one can do these signs that you do
unless God is with that person.” 3 Jesus answered him, “Very truly, | tell you, no
one can see the kingdom of God without being born from
above.” 4Nicodemus said to him, *How can anyone be born after having
grown olde Can one enter a second time intfo the mother's womb and be
born2” 5 Jesus answered, “Very truly, | tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of
God without being born of water and Spirit. ¢ What is born of the flesh is flesh,
and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7 Do not be astonished that | said to you,
‘You must be born from above.’ 8The wind blows where it chooses, and you
hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes.
So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” ? Nicodemus said to him, “How
can these things be?” 10 Jesus answered him, “Are you the teacher of Israel,
and yet you do not understand these thingse

11 *Very truly, | tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we
have seen, yet you do not receive our testimony. 121f | have told you about
earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if | tell you about
heavenly things? 13No one has ascended into heaven except the one who
descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 4 And just as Moses lifted up the
serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, Sthat whoever
believes in him may have eternal life.

16 “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone
who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.

17%Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world
but in order that the world might be saved through him.”
P: The Gospel of our Lord C: Praise to you, O Chirist.

The congregation is invited to be seated

Sermon
Please rise in body or spirit.



Song of the Day: “Born, Reborn” Screen
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Wash us. Wash us. Seal us! Seal us!
Text: Justin Rimbo, b. 1980
Music: BORN, REBORN, Justin Rimbo
Text and music © 2020 Augsburg Fortress
Reprinted/podcast/streamed with permission under One License #A-730141
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Apostles’ Creed Screen or ELW pg. 105

P: Together let us confess our faith in God using the words of the Apostles’
creed:

C: | believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;



he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

The congregation is invited to be seated.

P: The following people have been elected by the congregation to positions of
leadership Robin Colglazier, Linda Patterson, Patty Hallquist, Tim Garnhart, Char
Huff, Jeanette McWethy, and Cyndi Starr.
We give thanks for their wilingness to serve. In baptism we are welcomed into
the body of Christ and sent to share in the mission of God; we rejoice now that
these sisters and brothers will lead us in our common life and mutual mission as
a congregation.

The presiding minister addresses those being installed.
P: A reading from First Corinthains: There are varieties of gifts, but the same
Spirit; and there are varieties of services, but the same Lord; and there are
varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of them in
everyone. To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common
good. 1 Corinthians 12:4-7
P: You have been elected to positions of leadership and frust in the
congregation.
P: You are to see that the words and deeds of this household of faith bear
witness to God who gathers us into one together with the whole church. You
are to seek to involve all members of this congregation in worship, learning,
withess, service, and support, so that the mission of Christ is carried out in this
congregation, in the wider church, in this community, and in the whole world.
You are to be faithful in your specific area of serving, that the Spirit who
empowers you may be glorified. You are to be examples of faith active in love,
fostering peace, harmony, and mutual understanding in this congregation.

The presiding minister addresses those being installed.

P: On behalf of your sisters and brother in Christ, | ask you: Will you accept and
faithfully carry out the duties of the offices to which you have been elected?
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Council Response: | will, and | ask God to help me.

The assembly stands Those being installed face the assembly. The presiding minister addresses the
assembly.

P: People of God, | ask you: Will you support these, your elected leaders, and
will you share in the mutual ministry that Christ has given to all who are
baptized?

C: We will, and we ask God to help us.

Those who are being installed face the presiding minister, who addresses the.

P: I now declare you installed as council members of this congregation.
Almighty God bless you, and direct your days and your deeds in peace, that
you may be faithful servants of Christ.

C: Amen

Prayers of Intercession Screen

P: Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God'’s presence, let us pray for
the world and its need:s.

C: Bring your best to our worst, bring your peace to our pain.

God of love, heal your people.
A brief silence.

A: Faithful One, you renew us by grace. As you have inspired faith through the
work of church artists and hymnwriters throughout the ages, give your church
the means to praise your beauty today. Hear us, O God.

C: Bring your best to our worst, bring your peace to our pain.

God of love, heal your people.

P: Living One, you delight in this world. The sun and moon, the wind and the
water declare your goodness. Preserve this earth, and protect conservationists,
scientists, and all who labor in service to creation. Hear us, O God.

C: Bring your best to our worst, bring your peace to our pain.

God of love, heal your people.

A: Ruling One, you bless us to be a blessing. Open the hearts of all leaders to
seek the flourishing of every person and lend your help to all who wait for
justice, deliverance, and peace. Hear us, O God.

C: Bring your best to our worst, bring your peace to our pain.

God of love, heal your people.

P: Compassionate One, you send your Son to save. Declare your word of
acceptance to any who feel condemned and lift up any brought low by
hatred and exclusion. Tend to all who are struggling with illness or loss especially
for Deanna Wilson, Eva Cowley, Roger Asplund, Deb Liebzeit, Connie Laidig,
Chase Flynn, La Donna Groshans, Peg Miller and those we name aloud or in our
heart hearts... brief silence.... Hear us, O God.
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C: Bring your best to our worst, bring your peace to our pain.

God of love, heal your people.

A: Guiding One, you watch over our going out and coming in. Bless newcomers
and new memobers in this assembly (especially) and accompany those who
have recently left this community to journey elsewhere (especially). Hear us, O
God.

C: Bring your best to our worst, bring your peace to our pain.

God of love, heal your people.

P: Eternal One, you neither slumber nor sleep. Be our keeper in life and in death.
Thank you for our beloved who have died, and for your promise which saves
this whole world by your love. Hear us, O God.

C: Bring your best to our worst, bring your peace to our pain.

God of love, heal your people.

P: Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and salvation.
C: Amen.

Text: John L. Bell, alt. Text ©1998 lona Community, admin. GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Music © 2009 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Used by permission

Prayer requests can be submitted to the church office by phone or email.

Peace P:The peace of Christ be with you all. C: And, also with you!
Please share a sign of Christ’s peace however you feel comfortable.

The congregation is invited to be seated.

MEAL
Offering

General and special offerings may be placed in the plates by the doors as we enter or
depart. In addition to the offering that supports the ministry of St. Paul, the children of St. Paul
receive a weekly Children’s Offering.

Their offering this month will support of the service projects they will be participating in during
the week of vacation Bible school in June. We thank the children and youth for their help
collecting the children’s offering!

11



Offering Hymn
“Accept, O Lord, the Gifts We Bring”  Screen or ELW #691
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We do not wor - ship as we oughtbut on - ly as we’re a - ble.
What once was com - mon, dail -y food be-comes a ho -ly trea-sure.
Lord, by your grace now cometo us, as hum-bly we a - dore you.

Text: Beth Bergeron Folkemer, b. 1957

Music: BARBARA ALLEN, English folk tune
Text © 1990 Augsburg Fortress

Reprinted/podcast/streamed with permission under One License #A-730141

Please rise in body or spirit.

Offering Prayer Screen
A: Let us pray. O God, maker of heaven and earth,

C: your steadfast love embraces all creation. You send rain and sunshine to
nourish the earth and bring forth its bounty. Through these gifts of bread and
wine, draw us into the death and life of your Son, who calls us to bear witness to
his saving work. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Holy Communion

P: The Lord be with you. C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts. C: We lift them to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C: ltis right to give God thanks and praise.

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all fimes and in alll
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our
Savior Jesus Christ. You call your people to cleanse their hearts and prepare
with joy for the paschal feast, that, renewed in the gift of baptism, we may
come to the fullness of your grace. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their
unending hymn: Screen or ELW pg. 144
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Words of Instfitution

P: In the night in which He was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to His disciples, saying “Take and eat, this is my
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

Again, after supper, Jesus took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink
saying: “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

The Lord’s Prayer

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion
P. Come to the table. Feast on God’'s goodness and mercy.

The congregation is invited to be seated.

Distribution of Holy Communion
When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say “The body of Christ, given for
you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.”
Each person may respond, “amen’.
St. Paul Lutheran Church and the ELCA practice “open table” communion.
This is Christ’s table; Jesus is our host. Everyone is invited and welcome to receive Holy
Communion!
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Communion Hymns Lamb of God Screen
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“His Mercy is More” Screen
Verse 1

What love could remember no wrongs we have done, omniscient, all knowing,
He counts not their sum. Thrown into a sea without bottom or shore, our sins
they are many His mercy is more

CHORUS
Praise the Lord. His mercy is more. Stronger than darkness, new every morn
Our sins, they are many; His mercy is more

Verse 2

What patience would wait as we constantly roam?2 What Father so tender is
calling us home?

He welcomes the weakest, the vilest, the poor; Our sins, they are many; His
mercy is more

CHORUS

Verse 3

What riches of kindness He lavished on us; His blood was the payment, His life
was the cost

We stood 'neath a debt we could never afford; Our sins, they are many; His
mercy is more
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CHORUS (sing twice)

Matt Boswell, Matt Papa © 2016 Getty Music Hymns and Songs; Getty Music Publishing; Love Your Enemies Publishing; Messenger Hymns
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com Reprinted and streamed by permission under CCLI Annual License #1124556

Please rise in body or spirit

Post Communion Blessing
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in
his grace. C: Amen.

Prayer after Communion Screen
A: Let us pray, God of our salvation,

C: we give you thanks for this meal that restores our souls, reconciles us to you,
and strengthens us for the journey. Through the body and blood of your Son,
may we become Christ’'s body in the world, bearing witness to your love for all
creation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

SENDING
Blessing
P: Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity: God, who calls all things into
existence, Jesus Christ, who redeems us, and the Holy Spirit, whose breath
sustains creation, + bless you now and always.
C: Amen.
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Sending Song “Good, Good Father” Screen
Verse 1

I've heard a thousand stories of what they think You're like

But I've heard the tender whisper of love in the dead of night

You fell me that You're pleased, and that I'm never alone

Chorus

You're a Good, Good Father. It's who You are
It's who You are. It's who You are

And I'm loved by You. It's who | am

It's who | am. It's who | am

Verse 2

I've seen many searching for answers far and wide

But | know we're all searching for answers only You provide
Because You know just what we need before we say a word

Chorus

You're a Good, Good Father. It's who You are
It's who You are. It's who You are

And I'm loved by You. It's who | am

It's who | am. It's who | am

Bridge
You are perfect in all of Your ways. You are perfect in all of Your ways
You are perfect in all of Your ways to us

Verse 3

Love so undeniable | can hardly speak

Peace so unexplainable | can hardly think

As You call me deeper still. As You call me deeper still
As You call me deeper still Into love, love, love

Chorus

You're a Good, Good Father. It's who You are
It's who You are. It's who You are

And I'm loved by You. It's who | am

It's who | am. It's who | am

Words & Music: Anthony Brown | Pat Barrett

© 2014 Capitol CMG Paragon (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing), Common Hymnal Digital (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing)

Housefires Sounds (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing), Rising Springs Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing)

Tony Brown Publishing Designee (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing), Vamos Publishing (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing)

worshiptogether.com songs (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing), For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All ights reserved. www.ccli.com Reprinted by permission under CCLI Annual License #1124556

Dismissal A: Go in peace. Believe the good news. C: Thanks be to God.

Postlude Praise Band
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Leading Worship
Presider: Pastor Riley  Preacher: Pastor Anthony

Musician: Gerad VonHolten & the Praise Band Worship Assistant: Sherry McCarter
Portions of the liturgy are Copyright Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual
License #SAS028479. "Music Copyright. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under CCLI Annual License #1124556 and One License
Annual License #A-730141." New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council

of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

St. Paul Announcements
Church Office contact information ~ email: office@stpauldixon.org phone: 815-288-2757
Church Office Hours: Monday through Thursday 8:30 am - 1:30 pm
Pastor Anthony Windau (414) 364-9504 pastoragwindau@gmail.com
Pastor Riley Reed-Windau (406) 240-2145 pastorreedwindau@gmail.com

WEEK AT A GLANCE

Sunday, 3/1: Sunday School/Youth Group 92:30 am - 10:30 am
Worship Service 10:45 am ~ Praise Band worship assistant: Sherry McCarter
Joint Confirmation Class 1:00 pm - 3:00 pm at ILC
DACMA Lenten service 6:00 pm at Grace United Methodist
Monday, 3/2: Pulaski/Paczki Breakfast 6:00 — 10:00 am
Prayer Group 10:00 am
Property Committee 6:00 pm
Tuesday, 3/3: Staff Meeting 9:00 am at St. Paul
Wednesday, 3/4: Worship & Music Committee meeting 1:00 pm
Christian Ed/Faith Formation Committee meeting 3:00 pm
Lenten Worship at St. Paul 5:30 pm Soup following

Thursday, 3/5: Chair Yoga 11:00 am
St. Paul Ministries 1:00 pm
Friday, 3/6: Blood Drive noon — 5:00 pm
Saturday, 3/7: Worship 5:30 pm at Immanuel
Sunday, 3/8: Sunday School/Youth Group 2:30 am - 10:30 am

Worship Service 10:45 am worship assistant: Glen Hughes
Girl Scout Sunday

Executive Council meets

DACMA Lenten service 6:00 pm at First Baptist

Girl Scout Sunday ~ March 8th

Thank you to volunteers, donors and contributors to the spaghetti dinner fundraiser.

We raised over $1300 to support St Paul youth ministries and reduce the Dixon public
schools lunch debt!

First Communion Instruction
This year's first communion class will take place on Saturday, March 28" at St. Paul for both
churches. If you feel your child is old enough and would like them to participate, please let the
pastors know by Sunday, March 15™.
Parents are strongly encouraged to participate with their kids!
Class: Saturday, March 28th from 10 am to 12:30 pm @ St. Paul (Lunch included!)
1st Communion will be Sunday, March 29th @ both churches.
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LENTEN SERVICE SCHEDULE

2 Holy (Veek

SERVICE SCHEDULE

‘ PALM SUNDAY* \ FEBRUARY 25
9:00 am at Immanuel; 11:00 am at St. Paul St. Luke's Episcopal; 5:30 pm
MAUNDY THURSDAY MARCH 4
5:30 pm atf Imnmanuel St. Paul Lutheran; 5:30 pm
GOOD FRIDAY ~ MARCH 11
\ 5:30 pm at St. Paul : Immanuel Lutheran; 5:30pm
\
EASTER VIGIL MARCH 18
i 8:00 pm at St. Paul St. Luke’s Episcopal; 5:30 pm
EASTER SUNDAY* MARCH 25
9:00 am at Immanuel; 11:00 am at St. Paul St. Paul Lutheran; 5:30 pm
*Please note the time change at St. Paul for these days ALL SERVICES ARE FOLLOWED BY A SOUP SUPPER AND FELLOWSHIP

AT . AN UL L TR NN\

Blood Drive Friday, March 6t noon to 5 pm.
O =1

DA CMA Len[en Seml.ce Presented by: Pr..Anthony ...-
Schedule

Pulaski/
Paczki

FEBRUARY 22 --- 6 PM --- FIRST PRESBYTERIAN

MARCH 1 --- 6 PM --- GRACE UMC

MARCH 8 --- 6 PM --- FIRST BAPTIST

MARCH 15 --- 6 PM --- SAUK VALLEY COMMUNITY

St. Paul Lutheran Chruch
y24nyo uesayin |onuewiw|

MARCH 22 --- 6 PM --- IMMANUEL LUTHERAN

MARCH 29 --- 6 PM --- CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN
A COMMUNITY HYMN SING IS BEING HELD AT
CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN ON PALM SUNDAY TO
MARK THE END OF LENT AND THE BEGINNING OF
HOLY WEEK.

Pulaski/Paczki Breakfast

421S Peoria 6amto10am
Dixon, IL 61021 Fellowship Hall

Joinus for worship and community! Services are
Jollowed by refreshments and fellowship.
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Easter Flower order forms are available in the Gathering Area

Easter Egg hunt treats needed!

PLEASE TAKE HOME A BAG OF EMPTY EGGS FROM THE GATHERING
AREA - FILL WITH GOODIES (INDIVIDUALLY WRAPPED CANDY,
STICKERS, TOYS.. PLEASE NO MONEY) AND RETURN THEM TO ST. PAUL

BY MARCH 29. THANK YOU FOR YOUR HELP!!!
EGG HUNT (AND A SPECIAL SCAVENGER HUNT) WILL BEGIN AT 10:00 AM ON EASTER SUNDAY, APRIL 5
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