
Pastor: Rev. Philip J. Panackal Deacon: Bill Cleavelin (361-208-2146) Sacristan: Jerry Knesek
Secretary: Ann Clarke Bookkeepter/DRE: Michele Hoelscher (361-244-2138) Music Director: Vic Benys
Housekeeper: Yolanda Tobòn EDGE: Pauline Pechacek Plant Manager: Gary Clarke
Catholic Daughters of America Court #2290 LIFETEEN: Rachel Unterbrink

Knights of Columbus Council #9318
Saturday Vigil Mass @ St. Patrick: 4:00 PM
Saturday Vigil Mass @ St. Thomas: 5:30 PM Sunday Masses @ St. Thomas: 8:30 AM & 11 AM Divine Mercy: Fri. 11:45 AM
Holy Day Vigil @ St. Thomas: 6:30 PM Holy Day Mass @ St. Thomas: 12:00 PM Noon Holy Rosary: Thurs. 11:40 AM
Weekday Masses @ St. Thomas: 12:00 Noon on Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, & Friday
CONFESSIONS @ St. Thomas: 30 Minutes before Masses or by Appointment CONFESSIONS @ St. Patrick MIssion: 3:30 PM

Saint Thomas the Apostle Catholic Parish
Robstown, Texas

and Saint Patrick Mission, San Patricio, Texas
DIOCESE OF CORPUS CHRISTI, TEXAS • 16602 FM 624 • Robstown, Texas 78380

Phone: 361-387-1312 or 361-387-7842 • Fax: 361-387-9311
Website: www.christon624.com • Email: stthomastheapostle@christon624.com

Parish Office Hours: Mon./Wed./Fri. 8:00-11:00 a.m.; Tues./Thurs. 8:30 a.m.-4:00 p.m.

The baptism of Jesus is
attested to in the Gospels
of Matthew, Mark, and
Luke. The account that
appears in Matthew is the
only one to include the
dialogue between Jesus
and John, however.
Another difference in
Matthew’s presentation
of this event is the
announcement made by
the voice from heaven,
which says, “This is my
beloved son ...” In Mark
and Luke, this voice
addresses itself to Jesus:
“You are my beloved
son ...”
The baptisms that
John performs prefigure
Christian Baptism. John
baptizes for repentance
from sin. In accepting
this baptism, Jesus unites
himself with all sinners
even though he is sinless.
In Matthew’s Gospel, John the Baptist
distinguishes his practice of baptism from the

HHoollyy MMaassss RReeaaddiinnggss ffoorr tthhee BBaappttiissmm ooff tthhee LLoorrdd
IIssaaiiaahh 4422::1-4, 6-7; PPssaallmm 2299:1-2, 3-4, 9-10; AAccttss ooff tthhee AAppoossttlleess 1100::34-38; MMaatttthheeww 33::13-17.

Baptism that the Messiah
brings: “I am baptizing
you with water . . . He
will baptize you with
the Holy Spirit and
fire” (Matthew 3:11).
The baptism of Jesus is
another manifestation of
Christ, another epiphany.
Christ’s baptism inaugu-
rates his mission. In an
analogous way, our
Baptism inaugurates our
mission as Christians.
This Sunday marks a
transition from the Christ-
mas season to Ordinary
Time. In a way, today’s
feast is the high point of
the Christmas season.
Before Jesus’ birth, angels
announced to Mary and
to Joseph who Jesus
would be. At his birth,
the shepherds and the
Magi recognize Jesus
as the Messiah. At his

baptism, Jesus accepts that he is God’s son
and inaugurates that mission.

And the Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily form
like a dove. And a voice came from heaven,

“You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.”



 

Saturday, 5:30 PM: Tony Arredondo, Louis Deases 
Sunday, 8:30 AM: Deacon Bill, Rosa Trevino, Matt Kimmel 
Sunday, 11:00 AM: Tony Nelson, Barbara Rychetsky, Karen Vaughan  

 

Saturday, 5:30 PM: Ann Clarke 
Sunday, 8:30 AM: Andres Trevino 
Sunday, 11:00 AM: Paul Pilarczyk  

 

Saturday, 5:30 PM: Able Flurry, Abraum Flurry 
Sunday, 8:30 AM: Casey Gwynn, Gabriel Kimmel, Cyprian Kimmel 
Sunday, 11:00 AM: Carlos Camacho, Sarita Nelson, Charleigh Nelson 

St. Thomas the Apostle 

LECTORS for JANUARY 17-18, 2026  

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS OF HOLY COMMUNION - JANUARY 17-18, 2026  

ALTAR SERVERS for JANUARY 17-18, 2026  

USHERS for JANUARY 17-18, 2026  

Masses and Intentions for the Week 
 

SSAATTUURRDDAAYY,,  JANUARY 10, 2026  
  4:00 PM: Mass  @ St. Patrick Mission  
  †Kay Havelka  by C.B. & Kathleen Trial 
 5:30 PM: Collective Mass @ St. Thomas the Apostle 
  †Harlew Conally  by Betty Conally 
  †Marilyn Babin (AOD)  by Donna Reeves 
  †Enriqueta Salinas (AOD)  by David & Delma Tamez 
       
SSUUNNDDAAYY,,  JANUARY 11, 2026 - Masses @ St. Thomas the Apostle 
TThhee  BBaappTTiissmm  OOFF  TThhee  LLOORRDD  
   8:30 AM: Parishioners  
 11:00 AM: †Pat Gallagher (AOB)  by Owen & Kim Gallagher 
        
MMOONNDDAAYY,,  JANUARY 12, 2026  
 12:00 PM: No Mass 
 
TTUUEESSDDAAYY, JANUARY 13, 2026 - Mass @ St. Thomas the Apostle 
 12:00 PM: †John Bowman, II  by John & Chi Bowman 
 

WWEEDDNNEESSDDAAYY,,  JANUARY 14, 2026 - Mass @ St. Thomas 
 12:00 PM: †Aida Deases  by John & Annette Freeman 
                
TTHHUURRSSDDAAYY, JANUARY 15, 2026 -  @ St. Thomas the Apostle 
12:00 PM: Kathleen Landreth (Birthday)  by Pat Landreth 
 
FFRRIIDDAAYY,,  JANUARY 16, 2026 -  @ St. Thomas the Apostle 
12:00 PM: †David Tajchman, Jr.  by Susie Tajchman 
 

SSAATTUURRDDAAYY,,  JANUARY 17, 2026  
  4:00 PM: Mass  @ St. Patrick Mission  
  †Eliane McCown (AOB)  by Celestia Bluntzer 
 5:30 PM: Mass @ St. Thomas the Apostle 
  †Cardoza Wells  by the Burney Family 
       
SSUUNNDDAAYY,,  JANUARY 18, 2026 - Masses @ St. Thomas the Apostle 
   8:30 AM: Parishioners  
 11:00 AM: Collective Mass 
 †Pat Gallagher  by Owen & Kim Gallagher 
 †Peter Gallagher  by Owen & Kim Gallagher 
 †Herb Welch  by Juliet Welch 
 †Harley Riebschleager  by John & Annette Freeman 
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Our deepest condolences to the Dominguez  
Family on the death of 

 

†MMrrss..  JJooAAnnnn  DDoommiinngguueezz  
 

Wife of Rudy Dominguez of St. Thomas Parish 
 

Please keep the family in your prayers. 
May her soul rest in peace. 

     Pastor and Parishioners 

THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD JANUARY 10 - 11, 2026 

 

Saturday, 5:30 PM: D. Kurtz, W. Riebschleager, E. Flurry, J. Freeman 
Sunday, 8:30 AM: B. Gwynn, M. Rektorik, M. Reilly, R. Mendiola 
Sunday, 11:00 AM: D. Gonzalez, R. Garcia, D. Bluntzer, M. Ybarra 

SSIILLVVEERR  &&  GGOOLLDDEENN  
WWeeddddiinngg  AAnnnniivveerrssaarryy  MMaassss  CCeelleebbrraattiioonn  

 

Those blessed with celebrating 25 or 50 years of                
Sacramental Marriage are invited to attend a special         
Silver & Golden Wedding Anniversary Mass celebrated        
by Bishop Michael Mulvey on Sunday, February 8, 2026  
at 9:30 a.m. at Corpus Christi Cathedral. A light          
reception will follow in St. Joseph’s Hall at the Cathedral. 

 

Couples that register before January 30, 2026 will                
receive a certificate from Bishop Mulvey. Go online to              
diocesecc.org to register. 
                                                        Diocese of Corpus Christi 

“Give to the LORD you people of God, 
give to the LORD glory and praise.” 

 

                                                Psalm 29 : 1 

UU  UU  UU  UU  UU  UU  UU  UU  UU  UU  UU  UU  UU  UU  UU  UU  UU  UU  UU  UU  UU  UU  UU  UU  UU  UU  UU  UU  UU  UU  UU  UU  UU  UU  UU  UU  UU  UU  UU  UU  UU  
UU    UU 
UU UU 
UU UU 
UU UU 
UU UU 
UU UU 
UU UU 
UU UU 
UU UU 
UU  UU 
UU UU 
UU UU 
UU  UU  
UU  UU  
UU  UU  
UU  UU  
UU  UU  
UU  UU  UU  UU  UU  UU  UU  UU  UU  UU  UU  UU  UU  UU  UU  UU  UU  UU  UU  UU  UU  UU  UU  UU  UU  UU  UU  UU  UU  UU  UU  UU  UU  UU  UU  UU  UU  UU  UU  UU  UU          

Our deepest condolences to the Zarate Family 
on the death of 

 

†MMrrss..  AAlliicciiaa  ZZaarraattee  
 

Mother of Rob Zarate (Veronica) of St. Thomas Parish 
 

Please keep the family in your prayers. 
May her soul rest in peace. 

     Pastor and Parishioners 
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Our deepest condolences to the Gwynn Family 
on the death of 

 

†MMrr..  DDwwiigghhtt  GGwwyynnnn  
 

Father of Ben Gwynn (Lesli) of St. Thomas Parish 
 

Please keep the family in your prayers. 
May his soul rest in peace. 

     Pastor and Parishioners 
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Our deepest condolences to the Malek Family 
on the death of 

 

†MMrrss..  SSuuee  MMaalleekk  
 

Mother of Tammy Atwood (Geoff) of St. Thomas Parish 
 

Please keep the family in your prayers. 
May her soul rest in peace. 

     Pastor and Parishioners 
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Reflection on the Gospel Reading (Matthew 3:13-17).
FAMILY CONNECTION: At Jesus’ baptism, God affirms
his Son’s mission for salvation. God announces his
pleasure with Jesus and, in Matthew’s Gospel,
announces to all that, “This is my beloved Son”—
Matthew 3:17. With this affirmation, Jesus is able
to resist the temptations described next in Matthew’s
Gospel and to begin his public ministry. As family
members, we can support one another in our
Christian living by affirming the importance of each
person in our eyes and in God’s. Confident that
through our Baptism we too were made children of
God, we can resist temptation and share in Christ’s
mission.
Gather as a family to read today’s Gospel,
Matthew 3:13-17. Recall that God’s message about
Jesus was meant for us, “This is my beloved Son.”
It was also an affirmation for Jesus about his role in
God’s plan.
Place each family member’s name on a slip of
paper and put the names in a bowl. Invite each
person in the family to choose another family
member’s name and to prepare a message for
that person, affirming their importance in God’s eyes
and in your family life. Pray together that your family
will continue to support one another in your baptismal
promises to be disciples of Jesus and then invite
each person to read aloud the message they prepared.
Conclude by praying together the Lord’s Prayer.
Courtesy of Loyola Press From the Pastor’s desk

LLiiTTUURRGGYY OOFF TThhee DDaaYY

THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD JANUARY 10 - 11, 2026

ssTT.. TThhOOmmaass TThhee aappOOssTTLLee

1/3-4/2026 Regular Collection: $13,893.34
1/3-4/2026 Online Giving: $2.782.00

TOTAL $16,675.34
ssTT.. ppaaTTRRiicckk mmiissssiiOOnn

1/3/2026 Regular Collection: $531.10
Counters: C. Hoelscher and R. Unterbrink
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ssppeecciiaaLL OOFFFFeeRRiinnGG —— JJaannUUaaRRYY 2255,, 22002266
Church in Latin America

Diocese of Corpus Christi

Knights of Columbus Council #9318 9th Annual Father Matthew Lyng

ssUUppeeRR BBOOwwLL eexxTTRRaavvaaGGaannzzaa
FOOTBALL NUMBERS

Super Bowl Sunday—February 8, 2026
Winning Numbers Pay $1250.00 Per Quarter (NO OVERTIME)

$100.00 Donation (need not be present to win)

Tickets are available after each weekend Mass. Your
support in this KC fundraising event is most appreciated.

Tony Arredondo, KC Grand Knight

With praise and thanksgiving to Almighty God

THE DIOCESE OF CORPUS CHRISTI

INVITES YOU TO THE SOLEMN INSTALLATION
of

HIS EXCELLENCY
MOST REVEREND MARIO ALBERTO AVILES, C.O.

as the
NINTH BISHOP OF CORPUS CHRISTI

By His Excellency
MOST REVEREND JOE S. VASQUEZ

ARCHBISHOP OF GALVESTON-HOUSTON

In the presence of His Eminence
CHRISTOPHE CARDINAL PIERRE

APOSTOLIC NUNCIO TO THE UNITED STATES

WEDNESDAY, THE TWENTY-EIGHT DAY OF JANUARY
TWO THOUSAND TWENTY-SIX

AT TWO O’CLOCK IN THE AFTERNOON

MOST PRECIOUS BLOOD CATHOLIC CHURCH
PRO-CATHEDRAL

3502 SARATOGA BOULEVARD
CORPUS CHRISTI, TEXAS

Reception immediately following at St. Maria Goretti Youth Center.

CCOORRPPUUSS CCHHRRIISSTTII CCAATTHHEEDDRRAALL RREENNOOVVAATTIIOONN
SSppeecciiaall OOffffeerriinngg —— TTOODDAAYY

After years of faithful service, our Cathedral
now stands in need of significant renovation and
restoration. This is more than a project of repair—it
is an opportunity for renewal; one that mirrors
the renewal that Christ continually works within
each of us. As we strengthen the flooring of our
Cathedral, we also strengthen the foundation of
our shared faith. As we renew the walls, we renew
the bonds of our faithful community. As we restore
its beauty, we give witness to the beauty of the
Gospel living in our midst. I ask each of you to
prayerfully consider joining me in supporting this
important work. May God bless you and your families.

Most Reverend Wm. Michael Mulvey, STL, DD
Apostolic Administrator of Corpus Christi

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com3
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Get this bulletin emailed to
you every week.

Simply go to
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