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AN ACT

To incorporate the Tuscaloosa Plank Road Compmy

Sge. 1.—PBeit euctd by the Sencte and House of Repremtumc of Ch
State of Alabams, in General Assembly convened, That Landon C. Garland,
. Peter Martin, John J. Ormond, Benjamin W bitfield, Basil Manly, Ninian Tanne-
hill, James MecAdory, Octavius Speacer, Willis Banks, James H. Deariag, Eli-
sha McA{ath, Newton L. Whittieid, James Guild, Samuel Tarrant, Robert Hill,
William 8. Mudd, be and they are hereby appointed Commissioners, to open sub-
scriptions for the Capital Stock of the Tuscalocsa Plank Read Company, at such
times and places, as they or any five of their number shall think nocessary.

Sec. 3. Be it further enacied, That the Capital Stock of said Co.apany shall
be One Hundred Thousand Dollars, 1n shares of twenty~five dollars each, but

~fu

crease is desirable

Sec. 3.—DBe it furlhr enacted, That the said road shall be constructed fmn
m.ﬂ!e city of Tusc and p! d in an esstwardly direction, through the
,nnﬂ sod iron region, and may extend to the town of Elyton, or to some conveni-
: Immon the Cahawba River, commenciug at the city of Tuscaloosa, and
_- pursaing route as may be coasidered best; and the said Company shall

have power 0 make such branch, or ral rolda. connected with the main
~ gosd as may be considered necessary.

Suzc. 4.—Be 15 further enacted, That 2s -onn as twenty thousand doilars shall
. bave been subscribed to the Capital Steck of said Company, the subscribers of
. soid esock, awd =il who shall thereaiter subscribe, their aseigns and successors
shail be and they are hereby incorperated by the name and style of the Tuscsloosa
‘Plank Road Company; and shail have perpetual successionj; and by that name
- shailsue and be sued, sud be capable in law, of buying, seiling, holding and
- sonveying real and pemnal estate, so far as may be necessary and proper, to

imto effect the purpose snd design of said corporation.

. 8ze. 5.~Fe it further emacted, That a3 socon as twenty thousand dollars
tbnll bave been subseribed, the said Commissioners shall call a general meeting
- of_the subseribers, at such time and place a8 they shall appoint, and at snci
meeting the said subscribers, or 8 majority of them in value, shall elect nine direc-
tors, o majority of whom shall cams:itute a quorum to transact business—to man-
- age the affairs of said Com ; and the said Commissioners, or any three of
them shall be judges of the first elestion. The Directors thus chosen shall elect &
* . President of said Company, aad allow him such compensation as they may
¢hink proper, and in ail elections each stockholder shall be allowed one vote for
each shage held by him, and may vote by Proxy.
Sgc. 6.—De it jurther enacted, That tho President and Directors of said Com-
pany shall be apnually chosen by the stockholders thereof ; and if any vacaucy
shall occur, by death, or otherwiass said vacancy shall be filled by the direc-
tory ; bat the President and Direstors shall hold their office un:il their successors
are chosen and shail have power o call meeiings of the stockholders at any
* usne, and shall cail suchmeeting whenever a stockholder or stockholders, rep-
resenting two hundred shares of stock shail in writing, require such a call 10 be
made ; end a majority of alt the stockholders ia value of said company, shall have
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- may be increased one third more, if, in the opinion of said Company, such ir

-

Sgo. 7.—Beit further enacted, That the President and Directors may lppomt
alt such oﬂ'icerl, engineers, agents, or servants,j as they may deem necessary to
carry oa the business of ssid ‘wompany, and may dismiss _em at pleasure, and
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suuil have power to pass all such by.Jaws
o earry into effect the object of this
o ¢ asr; buige by-date wssd be gaswed contrary (o the laws of ihis State or of the
Lo o0 Uimived Bteise. < Thoy ave Lereby empowered to borrow money to carry into efe
T e the objest of this act, to isswe certificates of other evidences of such law,
-7 amd to pledge the properiy of said Company for the payment of the same.
: nt. 8 De 6t further enscied, That the President and Di shall have
'+ power to require the siockholders of said Company (o pay such installmens ca
i~ ~thiir respectiva shares of ttock ia said company at such times as they think the
. interest of said company requires, giving twen:y days notice, by advertisement in
+_-& newspaper published in Tuseslogen, of such call, and upon the failure or re-
- fam}l of any stoekholder o0 pay W“‘l thereto, may hupon giving thirty &-y;
“mtice, T $rodesd 2osall uid stock 3t public sale 1o the highes: bidder, who shall.
ziner ‘hnnﬂuiuuavil

o Gy ey teiak rocsucy wid

ﬁ!ﬁ! ° h the title of the delinquent stockhoider; and if the

stock should seil for Jess than the amount due therein, such delinquent

wtockhoider shali be liable to the company tor such deficiency.

"z 2.2 B850, 8 Be it further enacted, That upon the failure of any Stockholder to
N _any installment, cafled for ss aforesaid, or for any balance due on a public.

FLar e of stock as sfcreenid, the seid President and Directors may move the circuit or

£°"" county eourt of Tuscaloosa, for judgment at the term of which such mation is
: mate, the judgment s> rendered shall bea lien on the real property of such
W % Swekbolder, thirty deys notice ‘in wiiting being given him of said motion- Said

s
Aoam

motion shall be issued by the President of the Board, and may be served by the
.-~ Sheriff, who shail be ‘entided to cne dollar for serving the same, to be taxed
“».. dm-the bill of costs: and upon sach judgment, execution shall be issued asin

Sze, 10.~Be it furthr‘ euccui That the President and Directors of said
company, sre bereby authorized to eontract for and receive conveyances of lands,

sione, timber and wood, or of any other material necessary in the comn'ucni%

of said road; end when the owners and the directors cznnot agree u
price, or when the owger is an iai
.. the " spplicztion of the Presidenténd Directors, the Sheriff of :ﬁMm
which the property is situated, shalljsummon a jury of seven Jisinte per-
sons, 8 majority of whom shall upoa their oaths, to be administered by the Sherif; -
assess the damages, if any to which 7he owner is entitled, and reader their verdict

in writing, which on the application of said President and Dijeelors;shall by the *~. 7"~ i

Clerk of the County Court where said property is situated ba eniéred of record,
¢ =naoperate in !aw, a conveyanece of said property to said v, 00 ilS PRFINE.
ovoffering to pay the damages if any which are assessed. The Shenff and

each of the jurors shail.be entitled to one dollar per dag; and e clark, ose daj- =

Jar for making such record, which shall be paid by - eompabys” But e
. patty dissatisfied with the verdict of the jury may oppesi te the nest term of th
Circuit Court of the county on enlering into bond. with’ security . before the -

- Clesk of the County Courtin suek sum as he may requirs, with condition to pross =
- ecute the appeal with effect, and to pay all cosis: gnd damsges which msy be: }_"5‘

awarded against bim : but the coastruciion of said.road shail not be delayed or.
suspended, pending such uppeal. R : o
_ Sec. 11.—Be iz further emacted, That if a
hcmaly injute, or in any manner, or in anyway, cbstruct said roed, he shell
ﬁ)rfegt and pay treble damages to the President and Directors of said Company, for
any injory sustained by seid compasy in consequence therecf, to be sued for
and recovered, in any Court havirz jurisdietion thereof. And for any such
wilful injury or obstruction, the persen so offending shall be guilty of a misde~
meanor, and subject to indictment ; and of conviction shall Le imprisoned by
the Court, notiess than one nor more tham six months. y
Sge. 12.—Be it further enacted, That payment for subscriptions to stoek may
be made in labor, materials, provisions, or in any other thing necessary to the con-
straction of sa:d road. which the bosrd of diragnn in their discretion, may deem
proper 1o accept. ol gt I LE
8gc. 13 —Be it furiher enacted, That the rsid President and Directors, shall
keepa minute of all their proceedings, and shall smer in well
“be kept for that purpose, ail eo of said directors, which =hall
inspection of any uockboldc: of said_ company. Itshall
o <

non-resident, or noR compus meugis, BPOR L.
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" Jeo be their daty at the anus! meeting
also eir procesd

- the ssme Plank Road to any point be

3

pors of sl ings, end of the

Seo. 14— Be it further m.-ma,h That
dered in law, persoud .
:oldu' vest in his pérsonal mm-n
queath it, and 'h.l}dﬁeb:ut
§.—DBe it further g |
tn?azetlian or part thereof, the said th nt.and
wlis from all persons, properiys W-'ﬂ!_ 2 4
thereon 3 Pw'idnid‘ ﬂmp‘ not’h:,' ih%
thorize seid compan ; 3
:g i.s:n::ny description of peper ot l!ld!ﬂﬂ :_“ bt

OneY. 6. Be it further ensctsd, That the mid
of stock to the stockholders of said mmwmd
be assignable at the plessure of the i ;:;‘ -
vided by the by-laws of the cvmm:'yn,'
interest in the _rs‘ignn, s
nsfer id. * 3 i
mSzc- 1a7n-l-’..b'¢ it further enacted, That aBY

roads intersecting the main l!e? -
¢ osd Company, Number wo, Three,
a‘i;,kal:d by such name and styis shall be, in awa

powers and privileges hereby conferred on ;h‘l‘m ey -

] it the rules and re_tzulltfonl preseri M-
g:ld'“té}::;n:, but shall not be identified with it, bat b! > M,, 3

i peliioen the L. P. WALKER, Spesker the House of Represe
%, DENNIS DENT, Fresi -
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To the Hom. Peter Martin,
&- o S5 B Chairman of the Commitiee.

. You are already informed of the circumstances which caus-
ed dle.snspmiogn of the survey, entrusted to my charge,
before its complétion, and 1 need ot therefore, allude to them
here. ‘The portion of the line surveyed is acknowledged by
Ibose’ acquainted with the country between Tuscaloosa and
Jone’s valley, to be, by far, the most broken on the whole route,
and ITknow from observation that the Hurricane is the most
mﬁcnlt_water course to be crossed on this side of the Ten-
nessee river : sothat the results obtained may be taken as a

' ;e: egimw from which the total cost of the road may

c The improvements, of which many portions of
the line admitted, were so obvious that it wasytfot thought
mecessary to re-survey thase portions, and I have confined
myself in this report to the line actually surveyed. It is plain,
therefore, that the route here presented is the very worst
gxat needtbte agopte’;l,ss and that every change made in the Jagas

on, must tend to en £
g e decay tb? cost, reduce the grades VL
To prevent misapprehension, it is proper to zemark that
this survey was undertaken as a reconnoisance, ;1o ascertain
the practicability of the route, to serve as a baxﬁo: fatar®
operations, and not with the object of finally locating the road,

indeed it is quite certain that many portions of it will not =

be adopted at all, and it is probable that much of.
may be altered. Qur friends along the line then, :whoﬂf;n
of many better routes, may yet have them fairly tested.
I have heard it suggested, that the road may, one day, b
converted into a Rail Road; in relation to this, 1 have on}
to observe that the survey was conducted without any rei=

erence to such an event. The high velocities, characte s

tic of Rail Roads, require straight lines, and gentle cury
conditions that can: frequently, ofly be obtainedgwith the eexs:

pense of heavy embankments and deep excavations. Besides -

this, the great cost of construction of a Rail Road ma

justify a considerable expense in grading, in order to shorten

the distance—cirrumstances obviously incompatible with

the objects contemplated in the consiruction of roads for

ordinary vehicles. “Nevertheless, incidentally, it has so hap-

pened, that parts of the route surveyed would leave but
Road location.—

iy B

: A o 5 = .
Huntsville road. For the first mile and a half the surface

"~ is mach broken, and will involve a considerable amount of

- feet higher. The
- will amount to

& .the creek. -The sandste

embankment, compared with the rest of the route. Thiz  °
the street parallel with the "'
The road might still pass

would be avoided by takin
Huntsville road, to sont

through the business street, and turn south through Margin . &

Street. It would then, only be necessary to remove the

80 as to bring it into the centre of
difference inedst between the two routes

about B600, so that the question resolves
itself into one of mere expense, on the one side, and the im-
provement of one of the principal approaches © the city on

- the other—considerations thet will be duly weighad by our

citizens before the road is fimally-located. : A
= 'The terrace which Tuscaloosa stands i3 botinded on
the east by a ridge which extends from the broken surface
of the valley of the Warrior. to & "point not far south of the
Huntsville road. The most direct route crosses this ridge
towards the north, but after one or two experimental lines
were traced, it was abandoned for one which leaves the ridge
entirely to ¢he left. The line there takes a long trough-like
epression—extending to the it of the water-shed be-
#8cn the Warrior and Hurric
«credihon the south. Throughout this distance the lines skims
 the-surface at an easy grade of 1 in 86.
4t be found practicable, on a careful examination,
vn's Mill Emnch at this point (the end of For-
zld) besides shortening the distance, it would
: grade to the creek, and this would be
mt as the reduction would be in favor of the
trade.
ih# line deflects to the right, in order to pass
ottghe mill branch, and soon/strikes the old
g passing back of Browns house it be-
ecreek near the meeting-house. The
intabove Tuscaloosa, is 192 feet, and 267
line crosses it. From the Meeting-
pbliquely to a branch tlowing into
8 of the coal measures makes its ap-

. e here, for the fixst thme, on the line;; thehill side on the

o is inclined at anangle of 45° or more; an(cii nearer the
= creels projecting spurs of yock alternating with deep ravioes
. zender this portion of-the line rough, and for the last 1500

poosite bank, in a distance of 300 feet

little to be desired as a Rail

—I'he line which is made the basis of this report, after pass-
ing through the principal business stret, leaves town by the

B -
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bed and reaches the :
‘at the same level, - This is about 7 miles

from Tuscaloosa
and, below Randolpf’s mill. 1

e on the North and Cribb’s

#)
5
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bridge, across the ravine near tawng few yards down streamn, .
i md’; and to raise it four

¥ - Py

LR

-~

P

)

. feet, really difficult.. . % i ;
. At station 184 the lipe crosses the creeck 51 feet aboveits
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Jtis mow slightly developed towards the east, in order to
_ Hge from the valley of the creek, to a ridge that leads out to
Riley’s at the 9 mile post.. The line upoun the ridge admits

w 2 but of little improvement as the latter is quite narrow. The
~-elevation at Riley's is 249 feet, from which the line descends

rather abruply to the public road, which it follows fora short
distance. From this point to the meeting-house, beyond the

25 “ 10mile post, it will be ‘greatly improved by being thrown to

LR

g

the left. The roughand brg en ground, between Green’s and
" themeeting-house, commenées here. The line leaves the pub-

i, .lieroad at the 10 mile post, and the descent to the branch is.

rather steep; yet compared with the general surface of the
- country, between this and Snyder’s, it must be deemed ex-
ceedingly favorable. - =~ - el ' :
" _From Snyder’s, to Muddy branch, there is but little choice

B s 4"’”’2%‘ . of gtound; the line therefore winds, to the right and left,

|
-
Y

b~

among the abrupt and rounded hills that stud the surface. In
the development of the line here we lost what we had already
Flined in distance upon the public road. At the Pottery the
ine follows a slight depression between two hills, which pass-
es in front of Wallace’s, where it leaves the public road to
avoid the roughground near Pitcher’s. The el@vation he

i3 371 feet; and at the 17 m% post the line after all its devi

tions, is only 17.5 miles in } gth. The greatest clevati
403 feet, and the length of t {
—Taken altogether, no one, who is only acquainted Wwith the

country, by passing over the public road, could antice

Ipated a route so favorable. 7The accompanying'profile will ©

convey a clearer idea of the surface and general “eharacter of - -
ned."a_'

the ground than any verbal description howerver 1
. ol UL. cRapEs.
The most favorable grades range betweemd in 125and 1in " -

200. Such gentle slopes as these, at thé same time that they -
favor the escape of the surface water, do mot impart fo it mz
ficient velocity to injure the road-bed. Onesixth of the dis-
lance surveyed has such grades as these ; on one haif of it the
grade is between 1 in 50and 1 in 125, and the grade in 5 miles
variesbetween 1 in125 and level. About 1 mile hasa grade -
as steép as 1 in 22 to 1 in 25 and even this may be reduced
by arshght alteration, or developement of the line,

The distance from Tuscaloosa te the summit of the ridge, -
on the South side of Hurricane, is 3} miles, and the elevation
192 feet which is overcome by grades between 1 in 50 and

1 in 200 with the exception of a few short intervals near

portion surveyed is 1Sfsifes. f Y- :
°3

7 [ 3
of 1in22, just as the line descends to the btanch, which may

'be obviated by striking the latter higher up. The remainder .

line reaches the creek with@ slope of 1 in 54.- The
gfn:ib;e across the creek will be 300 feet in length, and its ele-
vation above the bed of the streamn 54 feet. On the north -
side of the valley the summit level is 173 feet above the Bluﬂ'. -
The first 1000 fcya-et from the creek rises with a gradeof 1in24 -
which will also be reduced in the Jocation of the road. The

. rest of the ascent from the valley#o Riley's is aecgmp]ished ._‘

itha debetweenlin50andlin70.. ! e
w‘Frorﬁ‘?he summit at Riley’s, the descent is 1 in 25, but only

" for a distance of 600 feet. On the remainder of the line the

grades are gentle with the exception of a few short slopes

hichwill appear on the profile. «, A acr e
wllzmwsaﬁsgﬁ and withpa little more time devoted to the

field work, I could bave demonstrated, that the maximum - <
grade may’ safely be set at 1 in 50, without lengthening the dis- . =
tance, or materially increasing the cost. ST - TRig R’

SUMMARY OF-GRADES.

Tre -y *

N

FAVOR OF THE
HEAVY TRADE.

DIST. IN MILES

[
3

WO O THE

b =05 AGAINST

HEAVY TRADE,

16

Tl FBRADING. |
25 The sﬁpérﬁcial beds along the route, with the exception of

the sandstone near the creek are composed of sandy loam,
gravel &c., materials that are easily excavated, at the same
time that they form an excellent rofd-bed. On nearly every &
ortion of the route the grading may be reduced to the min-
Imum by altering theline. The cost of superstructure, is set
down in the report of the Committee on the estabhshxzxfnt
of a Plank Road from Tuscaloosa to Roups’ Vailey, at $564
per mile ; this gives the limit of the cost of extension of dxs;
tance to save grading, taking always into account the loss o

town. From the ridge to the Bluff on the creek the distance
is about 13 mi =

scent is commeneed with a rad; of 1 in 400: which is

' suceeeded by one®f 1in 50. The next 2000 feet has a grade

N\ B

‘\ '

time, &c., arising from such extension.
—Ith & exactly the cost of grading on the
south side of Hurricane until the road is l®ated, I have

therefore placed in the estimate $1,500 as suificient to covel
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: ﬁ":\yhatever the superior em,:;g, and enterprise of neighborin

o
sk

b expemse o tie last 2,000 feet, which is the only difficult

m L - LN 3 o e & van
There is so little elearing and grubbing fo be done, that it
may be omitted as an item of expense.
The cost of grading will stand thus : for a road bed 20 feet

{ . Cubie yards exuﬁation, 19,000
- X w.%~. % gmbenkment, 77,000
s S o : S

. Total, - " 96000 » 10 ets.
NS e e ¥t $9,600 -
“Rock ex. at Hurricane, 1,500 p s

Lk

- 5 ey do $11,100 or nearly 600
- per mile. This estimatewis higher than that already pre-
sented ; yetnot very much higher, considering thatthis is the
most difticult ground between Tuscaloosa and Roups’ Valley.
. Upon the cost of superstructure I have, of course, noth.
ing to offer, the estimate placed before you in the report of the
Comumiitee of fifteen, was based upon the best information
that could be procured, in relation both to the price of materi-
als, and cost of labor. E
After the lucid and able manner in which the objects, the
advantages, and the profit§ of your road have been poifted
out, in the report referrgl to, it would be an idle yui
time to add a single word. Indeed, with 4000
miles of productive coul fields before you, withg
excepting the precarious one afforded by the ri
ent state, it is difficult to see what additional
the construction of your road could be offergs
A single company in Virginia (the
Co.,) have buiit a Rail Road 22 miles in
of $100,000, with the sole object of trag
a navigable point on James River ;.4
the guantity, carried over the road, amounts ; | M
000 bushels. One thing is certain, whether the citizens of
Tuascaloosa are true to their own interests or not, that theval-
%y,»which this road is intended to connect with the Warrier,
‘48 marked by nature as a part of the great thoroughfare
Between the Tennessee viiley and the of Mexico. And

tes may do to divert e from that, its proper channel,
t will one day, as certainly return tg it, &s that cur rivers flow
to the Ocean by the shortest practicablecourse. - :

In conclusion I have to express my thanks to the gentlemen
who assisted in the field work, as well as for the civilites we
received from our citizens on thelings .= ;

e



