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tN ACT, 
To incorporatt the Tuscaloosa Plank ·Road Compa,,y: 

.. . ~ - ~ . . -
• 

Ssc. 1.-Be it Hact,tl by tu &,uzt, and Hovtt •f Rqw,.,.tatiw• of cu 
Slate of Alabama, i• Ge1UJTal .Aeuml,ly eonoened, ',rhat Landoa C. Garlantl, 

. Pe1er :\lartin. John J. Ormond, Benjamia W hirfield, Baail l\bnly, Ninian Tam, .. 
hill, James .&IcAdorJ, Octavius.Spencer, \Villia Banb, JaRMO H. Dearing, Eli­
eha l\ldfa1b, Newton L. Wbi1tield, J amu Guild, Samuel Tarrant, Robert Hill. 
\Villiam S. MudJ, be a1td 1hey are hereby '&ppo'nted Commi1111ionen, lo opea auh­
ac:1ip1iona for 1he Capital Stock of 1be Tuac:aloosa Plank S.ad Compon1, al~ 
times and places, as they or any live of their nalnber shall chink _,_..,.. 

SP:. :l. Be itfurtlia eaact,d, That !he Capital S1ock of said Co.apany ahal 
be On• Hundred Tbouaad D.illara, sa shares of tw-enty•fiYe dollan each, -
may be increased oue third n1ore, it, in die opinion of said Company, 1111c)a ha· 
enase is desirable ,.-

SEC. 3.-De it furtlier enac1-t,l; That the ,aid road shall be constructed from 
.... . the city of Tuscaloosa. and proceed in an eastwardly direction, through tbe 
·-~andiron region. and may extend 10 the town of Ety1on, or to some conveni-

. ,• ••l poi!lt on ,tbe Cahawba Riwer, commenci I! at 1be city of Tuscaloosa, and 
: ,· pa11111iita ·~ ro111G as may be considerec!.bHI; and the said Company 11aall 

• have powettcHnake such branch, or collatral roada, connected wi1h 1bemain 
, - ;road u may b4fconsidered uocessary. 

Ss. 4.-lk fl./urt/r.er efitlctetl, That as aoon aa twenty thousand dollars ahaU ha,• been l!Ubscribed 10 the Capital Steck o( said Company, the subscribers oC 
aid IIIOCk, 1Dd all •ho shall thereafter subscribe, their aeeigri1 and ~uccesa,ra 
. llhall he and they are hereby incorporated l,y tbe name and style of tlle T~scal­
Plank. Road Company ; and shall have perp,w1al successionj; and by thac name 

• abal)Ae and be sued, aud he capat.le in la,.·, of buyin• selling, holdinc anti 
• ·., COJIYeyinlf real and penl)IHll estate , eo far as may be nece11Hry and prope,, to 

. . ~· 'c:arry iato effect 1be purpoll end dcsi!l'n of eaid corporation. 
1.;;. Sl!C. 5-Be it furt/wr n,acted, That a1 soon as twenty tbounnd daftuw 

ahall bHe been subscribed, lhe said Commissioners shall call a general meetinc 
of_ die aub1eribers, al 1111cb lime and place •• they ahaU appoint, and at 11uclt 
mee1iog the Hid subscribe1'8,or a n1ajority ofrbem in value. shall elect nine direc:­
tora, 11 majority of wbOIII &hall coias:itutc a quorum lo traneact bu~inea-to man• 
81'9 the affairs of 1aid Compa y; and the H id Commiaaionefll, or any three oi 
tbom r.hall be j11dge1 of tbe finit eiaoliun. 'J'he Directors thua c:hoaen shall elect & 

. President of said Company, aod allow him euch compensation as they maY' 
dtink proper, nod in all eleccions each stocl:holder ahall be allowed ,me vote for 
each lllia,e h•ld by him, and ma:, Tate by Pir.1y. 

SEC. G.-Be itfurtlier enacted, Thar rho PrHidrnt and Dire~ton of said Com­
pany shall be apn11111lly cb09en by the stockholder■ thereof; end if any ncaoc:, 
shall occur, by dea th, or otherwiais said vacancy shall be tilled by the direc-
tory; lmt the President and Directon sha ll ho!d !heu- office un iil their aucceaor11 
are cb(lscn and shail hue power to c 1ll meei(ngs of rbo atockholders at any Ii-. and 1iall call such meeting •he never a 111ockholder or atockbolderw, rep­
reaenting two hundred shues of atock shall in writing, require such a call to be 
ntada • and a maJority of all the atockholders ia value of eaid company, ahall have 

· · ated. 
S&e. 1.-BsitfurtAtr tnaetsd, T hat the President and Director. may appoint 

all such oflicers, enginee,-, arenta, or seryanLS,j as 1bey may deem necesaa,y to 
carry on the l11uineu of said "'ompany, and may di~mia11 ( ,em at pleaaure. aud 



, Ye power to pas, an aoch br-laWI 
r o earry into ell"ecc tbe object of thill 

1~ " be Cllllll'llry lo tbe lawa of mill State or of the 
• · "l'!:. 1 are h l'll~J empowered to borrow money to c:uT}' into ef-

. ..litt ~ oilbitt ac:r.10 · .certi6oate1 of other niilence1 of soch law, to .... ~rty of eaid_C-ompany for lbe payment uf the eame. 
a B, ia f.,-t/;,,w -elllfl. That the Preaident and Directors shall have 

pow.r to require tbe l!Ockboldeni ol nid Company 10 pay such iosrallmenta on 
,..., iliiir rnpeccive aharea of etoclt ia said company at auch 1ime11 us 1bey think the 

.. .,..r_ •. · iolareat .t uicl company Nquittt, ,iving twentr days notice, by advertiaement in. 
- • :-• u-,aperPQbU.hed i■ TacalCCM, of 1111ch call, and upon the failure or re . .,:; .. r: ... or~,.-~~~ -pay praaaot _thereto, may ~pon gi!inf thirty deya .-:- ":. .;, ~ .e~ 10.Jllll•tcf IICook..,¥ ,pubbc sale to the hl!{hest bidder, w~ aball , 

··~ .. _..;-~rel»r tsi_.:a with die litle of the de!i11que11t stockholder; aod_ 1f the 
. 'i ,_. .lllid atotk aboalc! aell for .fee tllan the amount due therein, such delmqnent 

?',. ; _ • ·.-ockboktor abaft.- liable co • compeny'tor euch dt16ciency. 
~ . . - :.~••• :,,!;1hc. t - Ba ii ,/arlilff tflllt:ud. That upon the failnre of any Stockholder to 

• · ~ -.. llltJ any imtaHment, ca!W Tor a afor.,uid. or for any balance due on a public . 
• . ,. .,,.. .... of.ataell aa afonaeaid, the -4-President and Directora may moYe the circuit or 
~ _,. --llt)--n ofToacaloon. for jud@meal ac the 1erm of which each motion is 

..., • ---. 111,e jad,rnenf ao ~n~ ~I be~ lie~ on ~he real property of a114:b 
. . • " ~. thirty days tJouce ·,a wuting be,ng given him of aa,d mo11011. Said 

~.. • IDOdon all be ilme41,y lbe .Prweut of the Board, and may be aerved by the 
,.. . ,:-_. · Sbemf. wollhall be enlided to- dollar for serving the aame, to be iaud 

•~ : a -the biD of CGl!tl; .aruf: llJIOD adl judgment, ececution shall be iuued aa in 

~~.& · it j,,'rt.Aw ~~ That . the ~resident and Directon of nid 
c.npany, are her.by authorized IO contract for and 1eceive conveyances of lands. 
atone. timber and wood; or of aftJ other ma1e"rial necessary in the eonllrvcr.io 
olaaid r011tl; and when the owners and the direc1on, cnnnOl agree u - . . 
price. or wben the owner is an in~-t, lion-resident. or non eompru me~-- ~,. 
«Ila applie11tion N the Preside'IH d Direc!oni, the Sheriff" of 1 ~ in . _ 
wicb Ule pt(l\,eny ia aituated, shaJl mmon a jury of seven d · reMed per- • ,. 
IODF. a majority of whom shall upoa ir oatha. to 1w, administereci ·lly tM Sheriff. •, ~-.,. c.-;. 
ll&NIII the d■l'WIIU. if any to which Ille owner is enti1led, and re• 1beir verdict · 
i■ writing. which on tbe application of eaid Presidenr and Dir.,_. tmll flr1.be __. • , 
C.rlt of the Coon:y Court where uid property is sit oared ~ ,:11tert,tl' of reeord. . · ' 
■no operate iJl !aw, a co1neyanee of nid property 10 saiJ eoarp'itny.on its ,-,iq .. '~: . .· 
c-Oirering to pay the damagee jf 1107 which are a--,.ed.· Tt. ,S~ •llCl . ·.: :;,. •).. 
each of theiurors 1h11ll,beentitled to one dollar per d ... and tlaclcrk, mse4al• "" ·;c • ' ~ 
m for making each record, which aflall be paid by ~COmpaDJ'; ' '8~-ei • 

. party dU1Satis6ed wirh, the qrdict of the jury may app1111f-JO cl» nest cerm of die: 
Circuit Coun of the counc, 011 enie.ring into bon.d wi11r ' 1eearit1 he(ora ~ ~. 
Clerk of the Counry Court ia 111da Am as be may ~•• with condition to piw,.. 
ecute the appeal •irh eff'ect, and to pay all easts • ud damaree whieb may ~ -­
awarded 11gain11t him : bur the collfltnlctioo of saiduoad uell not be delayed « 
mupended, pending such uppeal. ,· • , · · · • ·a :· - ;,:,.. 

SEc. ll.- lk it furtAer e,uu:tetl, That if a -, penon diall wilfnll1 and ma.. · 
Jicioualy injme, or in any manner, ,w in u,y-.,.,, obstruct · nid roed, ha ah1D 
forfeit and pay treble damages 10 the Prt!t!ident.and Directors of-said Company. for 
any injury ansrained by said compa.iy in c41QHquence tbeteof. lo be siled for 
a nd recover,.,!, in any Court ba.-ir ~ jorisdielion thereof- And for anJ such 
wilful injury Qr obstruction, rhe pel'IOII so v~Diling ehell he guilty of a Jniade,. 
meanor, and subject to indicrment ; and ora conviction ahall be imprillOlled by 
the Court, not INS than one nor more than aix monrba. 

Sac. 12.-Bei.tfart~ eruu:ted, That p11ymentforaublcription1 to ■toel maj, 
be m~de in labor, materials. provisio~. or in 118.J' 01her thing nece&l!ary to the coo­
stracnon of said road. which the board of direcu,ra in their diacr.ebon~ m•J deem 
proper to accepr. • 
. SJW. 13 -.Be it furtl&tr moct~rl, That the niid Pll!9ident and Directon. ahaJI 
keep a minute o( :ti! their proceedinf3. and sh:ill ••r in well 

· be kept for 1h:i& porpc!!e, all en - o tat irecto?9, which shall 
m■pcction cf any stockholder of lllid company. It !!ball· 

0 • . 
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To tke Ho,,. Pq Mart·in-, 
. : • .• · €haw,nan of tk Co111miltee. 

• ., .. - # 

. You a:re alieady inforrnqd of the circumstances which cam­
ed the. suapenst_on of the survey, entrusted to my charge~ 
before 1ts completion, and i need not therefore, allude to them 
here. The portion of the line surveyed is acknowledged by 
those acquainted with the country between Tuscaloosa and 
,ooe's valley, to bey by far, the m0ct broken on the whole route, 
and I know from observation that the Hurricane is the most 
difficult water conne to be c.iossed on this side of the Ten­
nessee riv~r :. so that the re~ults obtained may be taken as a 

· very high esth:pate_ from which the total ~ost of tbe road may 
be d~uced. ~e unprovements, of which many portions of 
the lme admitted, were so obvious that it was not thought 
iiecessa!Y t<? re-9'tll'Vey those portions, and I have confined 
myself Ill this report to the line actually surveyed. It is plain, 
therefore, that the route here presented is the nry worst 
that need be adopted, and that e,'ery chanae made in the · 
tion, must tend to lessen tbi, cost, reduce

0 
the grades ~ 

ten the distance. • J· , 
_To prevent misapprehebsion, it is proper to ~ that 

this survey was undertaken as a reco1rnoi::;ance, ·10 ucertain 

. · , .. ·" 

Hunfllville Toad • . For the fini.mUe.and a. the smf'ace 
. ia nmcb broken, and will iovoln a eon.sidera.ble amount ~r 

embankment, compued with tbe rest o{ the route. Tbilr 
would be avoided by taking the atteet ~llel -~ith the .,, .. " 
HuntBville road, to the aontb.. Tho road might \ill pas& . ,,. 
through the busin~s street, and tum south through Margin : ·~ .• f;. 
StreeL It would then, only be necessary to · remove ,the . · · 
bridge, across then. viae neu towv, a few yam o""' il?eam, ' · · 
ao as to bring it into tho ceui.n,. ol)he mad, and to raise~ fOIU" ·~ 

· feet bighM. The difference in~ between the two routett 
'will am.ount to about $600, so that the question raolves 
itself into one of mere expense, on the one side, and the im• 
provement of one of the principal approaches o the city on 

· the othe~onsideratioos that will be duly w~had by our 
citizens before the. road is finally-located. . • · :-

-- Tb1t terrace-upon whicb Tuscaloosa stands 1, bounded on 
the east by a ridge '-Vbich exteuds from the broken surface 
of the valley of the Warrior . to a ::point not far south -of the 
Huntsville road. The · most direct route crosses this. ridge 
towards the north, but after on• or two experimental lines 
were traced, it was abandoned for one which ]eaves the ridge 
entirely to the left. The line there takes a long trough-like 

e ression-extending to the ~it of the water-shed be-
n the ·warrior and Hnrri eon the North and Cribb's 

• _ 1 the south. 1nrougho this dfstance the lines skims 
alo~ · urface at an easy grade of 1 m 6. 
· · • be found practicable, on a careful examinatio~ 

:!:.%P'-j)ft>l._,'lt!~n's l\lill branch at this point (the end of For­
~ ~,. ,c,,... . ......,,....) besides shortening the distanc~, it would 

..... 

the practicability of the route, to serve as a basii fox fp_nuf ...... i.:...,,1, 

?perati~ns!and_not with the object of finally locating thet'~ ~- ·• . 
indeed 1t 1s qwte certain that many portions aL ii .will .not _": , · ·.._ .. · · 
be adopted at all, and it is probable that much o( the ~ • ~ .,,._ -:11!'.·~r,:'+ro~ ... 
may be altered. Our friends along the line tben, who Jm . · " 
of many better routes, may yet have them fairly tested. . 

·· oee the arade to the creek, and tlus would be 
t as the reduction would be in (a vor of the 

trade. 

I have ~eard it suggested, that the road inay, ooe day,.,..=.' "'"'··, ... ~~-c, 

converted mto a Rail .Road; in relation to this, I have onl . : 
to observe that the survey was coddacted without any · 1 -, 
«:rence to. such an event. The high velocities, characteris- - : 
t1c o[. Rail Roads, require straight lines, and gentle curves, 
cond1t10ns that can, frequently, only be obtained with the ex-
JW:nsc of heavy embankments and deep excavations. Besides • 
~his! the grca_t cost of construction of a Rail Road may 
;u-st1fy_ a cons1d~rablc expense in grading, in order to shorten 
the d1:"tance--cirr.umstances obviously incompatible with " ' · 
the objects contcmplate<l in tho construction of roads for 
ordinary vehicles. Nevertheless, incidentally, it has so hap-
~ncd, that part:1 of the route ,mrveyed would learn but 
lmle to be desired as a Rail • 

1e mew 1c is ma<lc the basis of this report, after pas~­
ing through the principal bu:;i11c;1:1 str~t, leaves town by the 

!Vll.!'Jl'JMiLWI: Jine deflects to the right, in order to pass 
ofc .. i,ui{'11ce · he mill branch, and soon strikes the old 

* . ; . afu,, assing back of Brow.n1
d house it be-

·.• 8:~-~t to.. reek near the m~etm:r-house. The 
. ,ele,-a!lon· ot' thi.t ~t't.bove Tuscaloosa, 1s 19i feet, and_267 

above Hurri~ -~ line crosses it. From the ~Ieet~ng­
house -the llra,.descenck liquely to a bran h flowing mto 

".,. . the creek. .Tbeil&Jllu•,.,_11..of the coal measure makes its ap• 
- - . penrance here, !or the first j e, on the line ; the hill "'idc on the 

+ • 1--: branch is inclined at u ~le of 45° or. more_; and nearer. the 
CT~k projecting sputtof ,1ock alternating with deep rav1~es 
rendeJ thus ponion 0£ e line rough, and for the last 1500 

• feet, really difficnlt. · . 
At station 184 tb&·li c crosses th cree • " cet above its 

a re. es the iposite bank, in ~ dista 1cc of 300 feet 
at tho snme level. - hi,- is about 7 m1les Jrom Tuscaloosa 
andt below Rand?1pfs mill. ~ 



·. it 
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sli tly towards the east, in order to 
. fr n the v e~ or the · k, to a ridge that leads out to 

· Rilefs .at t~e 9 mile post. The line upon the ridge admits 
,but of little unpl'bvemer t as the latter is quite narrow. The 

-,elevation at· R iley's ia 249 feet, from which the line descends 
~thei: abruptly to the pu blic .road, which it follows fo,.a short 

.,....dis~ce. Fr?m ~bis point to t~e meeting-house, beyond the 
10-mile post, 11 -will b~ ~re,tly improved by being dlJ'own to 

~ the_ left. • The ~ttg_h and br~n ground, between Green's and 
_the mee_ttng-ffouse, ~mmen~ here. The Jine lea vcs the pub-

• ..Jforoad at the 10 unle post, and the descent to the branch is 
rather steep; yet compared with the general surface of the 
country, between this and Snyder's, it must be deemed ex-
ceedingly favorable. . -: · • 
• F,otl} Snyder's, to Maddy branch, there is but little choice 

. of gtotbia ; the line therefore· winds, to the ri aht and left, 
.among tbe abrnpt and rounded bills that stud the

0
surface. In 

th«: deve!op1!1ent of the line here ,ve lost what we bad already Ced in distance upon the public road. At the Pottery the 
m~ follows a slight depfessiaa .bl:tween two hills, which pass­

ea ~ front of WalJaces, where 1t leaves the public road to 
!lvo1d the rough ground near- Pitcher's. The elt!vation here 
J~ 371 _feet ; and at the 17 m · post the line after all its dev · 
Uon.s, 1s onJv 17.5 miles in gth. The greatest clevati :JS 
403 feet, ancl the length oft portion !!urveyed is lSF ffllfes. 
-Taken altoget~er, no one, '1rho is only acquainted"wlth . the 
?Ottntry, by passing over the public road, could e antic-
ipated a route so favorable. -'l'he accompanyino- file .will · 

► I 

convey a clearer idea of the surface and gene~ .~ctor of . •-. , f: ~ 0 

the ground than any verbal description however Jen~ned.· ; < , 1 ~ 
~.. ~ a · . .;( 1 +·. ~ ~, ~;> ; .:-~ ·<1·~.·i.:-. . ~~c~. 

· ._ ... RADES. ,;;: ·,,.:' , ··"'•'!;•.;, • • :.·;~ .. ,, 

The most favorable grades range bctweeJilin manct'i°in · ·,,: -r~~:. .... 
200. Such gentle slopes as these, at the same· time that the:, . -. J~ : - . : . 
fa':ortheesc:i,peo~t~esurfacewater, <lo: not_impart toii soi- ·~-~·-;;.: . .;._<;.· 
fie1ent velocity to InJnre the road-bed. ·onesixth ol the di&-- :~ .. -~. 
tanef}_~urveyed has such grades as these ; on one half of it the • · · · ; 
gr&~4!1S ~tween_! in ~and 1 in 1-W,and thcgradeinl>milea · 
ftl'le~ b. etwee1;1 l in •126 ~d level. ~out 1 mile bas a grade • 
as ~p a.s 1 10 22 to 1 in 25 and .even this may be reduced · 
by trslig~t alteration, or developement of the line. 

The dLStanc~ from Tu~caloos? t&the summit of the ridge; · · :·,..,i 
on the Sout~ s1?e of Hurricane, 1s 5¼ piiles, and the elevation ::·t..::-'· 
19:2 feet wh!ch IS overcome by grade.e between 1 in 50 and 
1 In 200 with the exception of a few short intervals near 
town. FrQm the ridge to the Bluff on the creek the distance 
is about 1 · · 
scent is commell_jed with a a-rade of J in 400° wruch is 
:mcceeded by one of l in 00. The next 2000 feet b~ a grade 

• I 
! 

·• 

'1 
t>f 1 io,22,just u the line descends to the b neb; whicb may 

· be 'obviated by miking the latter higher up. The remainder 
of the line reaches .the creek with a slope o( 1 in 54. · The 
bridge across the creek will be 300 feet in length, and its eJe. 
vat.ion above the bed of the stream M feet. On the north ~ 
side of the valley the summit level is 173 feet above the Bluff'. 
The first 1000 feet from the creek ~ ,vith a grade of 1 in 24 
,vhich will also be reduced in the location of the -road. The 

· rest of the ascent from the valley_1o Riley's is accomplished . 
with a grade between 1 in 50 anci 1 in 70. , · . 0 • 

From the summit at Riley's, the descent · s 1 in 25, but only 
· for a distance of 600 f eeL On the remaincler of the line the 

grades are gentle with the exception of a fe'!' short slopes 
which will appea.r on the profile. -., · __ -

I am satisfied, and with a little more time devoted to the 
field work, I could have demonstrated, that the maximum 
grade may safely be ~et at 1_ in 00, without lengthening the dis-
tance, or materially mcreasmg the cosL _ . : .; 

SUMMARY OF...ORADES • . ,:·· .. 

RATE. 

~2 to 1 in 25 · 0.7 
· 2() to 1 in 00 1.6 
~lo 1 in 126 7.0 
-12:h to level 2.3 

·'t. ·::.,~.:.-Level 1.3 miles. 

·.~_;c,; · • ,,. ·- • , GRADING. 

o.6 I 
0.8 
2.0 · 1 
2.0. . 

J: • I- ........ · . ....... t - . 

· •. The superficial beds along the route, "'ith the exception of 
the sandstone near the creek are composed of sandy loam, 
gravel &c., materials that are easily excavated, at the same 
time that they fprm an excel&nt rolrJ-bed. On nearly ev~ry · 
portion of the route the grading may be reduced to the_mm­
imum by altering the line. The cost of superstructur_e, 18 set 
do"·n in the report of the Committee n the establishment 
0£ a Plank Road from Tuscaloosa to R0ups' V all~y, at 85?4 
per mile ; this gives the limit of the cos of exterunon of dis­
tance to save grading, taking always into account the loss of 
time, &c., arising from s14eh extension. · s · e exac y e cos o lra mg on e 
south side o Hurricane until the road is I ated, I have 
therefore placed in the estimate Sl,500 as sufficient to cove, .. ,. 



t 

• .. t, which is the only difficult 
por1i.oL. , ' ~·. , . t •. 

There is so little clearing and grubbing to be done, that it 
may be omitted a.o item of expense. 

,. The· cost of grading will stand thus : for a road bed 20 feet 
wide: .. ... .• 

C11bio yards exca'\'alion, 19,000 · 
w • " ~ • " embankment, 77,000 

.. ,. -♦ :- ' ,.. .. 'f .. • ~ ~ • • • 

•.... " 'i. ., ~¼ . .. . .. - ;;,.,.. ·: .• r .. ,\_ ... , 
'·;•·.

1·.>·· ·,~J.· "I'< Tota.I, .. . •. 96,000a ' lO ·cts. 
,. . .. • ~•:- ;!:· ·:i:. ~ : $9,600 

··Rock eL a.t Hunicane, 1,600 
• $11,100 or nearly $600 

per mile. This estimate ·s higher than that alre~y pre­
. . eented ; yet not very mueh higher, considering that this is the 
· most diftieultgronnd between Tuscaloosa and Roups' Valley. 

Upon the cost of superstructure I have, of course, noth .. 
ing to offer, the e.;;timate placed before you in the report of the 
Committee ·of fifteen, was ..,ba...c;ed upon the best information 

..that could be procured, in relation both to the price of materi­
als, and cost of labOl'. · 

After the lucid and able manner in which the object~, 
advantages, and the profitt of your road have been po· 
out, in the report rcferr~ to, it would be an flid,..l~~~~- -
time to add a single word. Indeed, with 4 ~uare 
miles of productive cmil fields before you, with an ontlet, 
excepting the precarious one afforded by the r· • .its pres- ··:· ~~. 
ent state, it is difficult to sec what additionallJJl!dl~~~t faf'' · · 
the construction of your road could be ofler,;d;_ _· :\;:·: ~ - . ' · 

A single company in Vir0 'inia (the . ve,. Jlill Mining .• 
Co.,) have built a Rail Road 22 miles i · · uexpense· ! • 

of 8100,000, '\-vith the sole object of tra · ~ lti.Qg the.it. coal to· · •• r ....... 
a navigable point on James River; _ ,.it .iJ p ... ble tbat . 4 • • 

the quantity, carricdov~r th:road,~ts nnnu~ y..to 2,000-• :.y:~\._¥.,. 
000 bushels. One thmg 1s certain, whether ~be .ciUzeni,. of · · ;.. .. ,,_ 

-'a Tascatoosa are true to their own interests or not, tbat the val- · •' 
•-4!~, which this road is intended to connect with the WarriSK; 
~~ marked by nature as a part of the weat thoroughfare 

A~between the Tennessee v-:Afey and the Gull of l\lexico. And 
· .whatever the superior energy, and enterprise of neighboring 

.. 

~"'States may do to divert trade fzom tJiat, ite proper channel, 
,: : t ,vill one day, as certainly return to it, !II-that our rivers .fio,y . 
-. · o the Ooean by the shortest praotieable course. · · 
- In eon~lusion I have to express my than.ks to the gentlemen 

who assisted in the field work, as well u for the civilitcs we 
1eceived from our citizens on the line. 

--University . f .Ala., Jan. 1850. 
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