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She Druid City

.E.TUSCCZ[OOS(I, uﬂa[vanza

“Whatever is in any way beautiful hath its source
of beauty in itself, and is complete in itself.”
—MARCUS AURELIUS.

[FTY-SIX MILES southwest of Birmingham on the elevated left bank
Fof the Black Warrior River, is situated one of the most beautiful

smaller cities of the South, Tuscaloosa, Alabama. Four main lines of
human interest have led to its development into the present thriving com-
munity of twenty-five thousand inhabitants, with an additional ten thous-
and neighbors within the next mile or two just outside the city limits. The
first of these interests began to operate when the Creek Indians pushed
the Choctaws back and established a town at the head of navigation on
the Warrior.

Tuscaloosa started as a trading center, a point from which canoes
in times of peace could paddle off for long journeys to the Gulf, for ex-
change of products with Indian villages along the river course and from
which war parties could also launch their raids down the prosperous river
valley to the South. With the coming of the white man, three other per-
sisting urges made themselves felt—a definite concern about education
and institutional development, a desire for adequate industry, and an
abiding belief in agriculture as the basis of a happy life in this region.
These are the old threads woven into Tuscaloosa’s community fabric—
trade activity, public institutions, industry, agriculture—and the modern
city now existing can be understood only when the sources of her present
spirit are studied.

Tuscaloosa today is really a beautiful city, a place of attractive homes,
flowery lawns and gardens, substantial public buildings, broad and well-
kept streets, and everywhere the trees! Those towering oaks, famous for
a hundred years, shading all sections, have given the town its name of
“Druid City.” Serene, peaceful, hospitable, incurably social is Tuscaloosa.
Even the industrial establishments which have been part of the community
almost from its beginning have failed to disturb the even tempo in any
noticeable degree. An unusual proportion of gentle-folk are here—people
who were bred on the great plantations south of the town or who came
from distant parts to live in an educational center or who brought in their
keen intelligence to help establish needed local manufacturing establish-
ments; and all of them have been captured and molded by the spirit of the
location. A beautiful place to look at, and a more beautiful one after its
inner spirit is comprehended.

“In the brave days of old”
—MACAULAY

The name of the town and of its river comes from two ancient Choc-
taw words, Tuska meaning ‘“Warrior” and Lusa meaning “Black’”. The
Choctaws owned the region and made a settlement at Tuscaloosa, but the
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fighting Creeks kept pushing them westward and trying to possess this
shipping point at the head of navigable water on the river and just below
the impassable shoals. The region and the river probably got their names
from that gigantic and powerful warrior, Chief Tuscaloosa, whom DeSoto
tricked and defeated so crueily in 1540. The Creek Indians in their langu-
age called the river Petka Hatche, “River of Canes.”

A Creek Indian town at Tuscaloosa is shown on a map published about
1720 by Guillaume de Lisle, geographer for the King of France. The
first white person known to visit Tuscaloosa was a Mrs. Crawley, seized
after a massacre at Duck River, Tennessee, and brought here in 1812 by
her Indian captors. She was terribly abused and partly lost her reason
before being rescued by a white trader who heard of her plight and who
spirited her away to Mobile. General Coffee of Tennessee with a force of
volunteers came down to punish the Indian raiders in October of 1813,
found their village deserted and burned dwellings and crops. In Decem-
ber following, the Choctaws attacked the Creek trespassers and killed a
considerable number together with some renegade Choctaws who were
living here. A month later Colonel John McKee, with a force of Choctaw
and Chickasaw Indian helpers, made a third invasion of the Tuscaloosa
area, drove away the Creeks and burned two villages.

In 1815 the famous “Long Hunter”, Davy Crockett, passed through
this country and reported in his writings “nobody living.at Tuscaloosa.”

THE WHITE MAN COMES

“For we by conquest, of our soveraine might,

And by eternall doome of Fate’s decree

Have wonne the Empire of the Heavens bright.”
—EDMUND SPENSER,

In 1816, the entire area becams the property of the United States
by the Treaty of the Trading House, which was a deal between the Choc-
taw Indians and the government. White settlers began coming in at once.
Thomas York of Tennessee was probably the first settler, arriving in 1816.
A marriage record, the ceremony being performed by the village black-
smith, John Barton, in 1816 adds these names to the list of first settlers:
Josiah Tilley, Patrick Scott, and children of these families. John Wilson,
Isaac Cannon, and John G. Ring are said to have settled here very soon
after Thomas York. Joshua Halbert became famous for owning the firs
farm wagon in the community.

A town was laid out with large lots and broad streets by order of the
Surveyor General; and land began to sell. Col. John McKee was the first
land agent. The County of Tuscaloosa was created in 1818; and, by act
of the territorial General Assembly, the Town of Tuscaloosa (population
about 600) was incorporated on December 13, 1819. On the very next day,
Alabama was admitted to the union as a state. Thus, as a city, Tuscaloosa
is one day older than the state of Alabama. The city has through its his-
tory served as the county seat of government for Tuscaloosa County, the
second largest county governmental unit in Alabama (area 1346 square
miles).

The town grew rapidly because of the rich farm lands nearby, the
plentiful supplies of game and fish, the apparently endless store of timber,
the desirable home sites, and particularly because of the open river from
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this location to salt water. It became one of the chief shipping and trading
points for west Alabama and for the entire hill section of the state. Prod-
ucts of the territory now occupied by Blount, Jefferson, Walker, Fayette,
and Bibb Counties, in addition to those of extreme West Alabama, flowed
into Tuscaloosa for processing and shipment to the markets of the world.
The Huntsville Road, the Greensboro Road, and others became important
trails of trade. The city is at the southwest edge of Alabama’s great coal,
iron and limestone district, and this fact influenced growth.

When Alabama became a state in 1819, Huntsville served as tem-
porary capital; but a more central location was desired. A site near Selma,
known as Cahaba, was finally selected; and temporary state buildings were
erected there. River floods, malaria, and other conditions brought a change.
In 1825 a hot contest was on between Tuscaloosa, Montgomery, Cahaba,
and five other towns for the capital location. Tusealoosa became the capi-
tal in 1826 and held this distinction until 1846. The Bell Tavern (which
stood on the present Post Office site) served as temporary state head-
quarters while a two-story wooden statehouse for the legislature was built
on the northwest corner of Broad Street and Twenty-fifth Avenue. In
this frame structure the legislature of 1827-28 did its work.

The Bank of the State of Alabama came to Tuscaloosa with the capi-
tol and was located on Broad Street between Greensboro and Twenty-fifth
Avenues. Branch banks were located in several towns of the state. Be-
tween 1827 and 1829 a very substantial and artistic capitol building was
erected on the block now known as Capitol Park. This building served as
state headquarters for seventeen years and was then occupied by a school
for women for sixty-six years. It was destroyed by fire in 1923.

By act of the legislature, the University of Alabama was located at
Tuscaloosa on December 29, 1827. For a building site, a level tract of
land about one mile east of the business section of the town was purchased.
The school opened for actual work in 1831.

In 1829, Daniel Cribbs opened a jug factory two miles south of Tus-
caloosa where he had noted a deposit of clay excellent for this purpose.
This establishment furnished many sorts of earthenware containers to a
wide area of the South until 1827. In the early 30’s Oliver Keene operated
a coal mine six miles out of the city and supplied fuel to a considerable
trade. Through most of the early years there was a great deal of “ditch-
ing” of coal, mining at the surface where the coal outcropped.

In 1886 a large body of Creek Indians passed through Tuscaloosa on
their way to the Indian Territory west of the Mississippi. They had, after
a final uprising, been forced to submit to the power of the white man; and
they camped for several days on the University grounds and on both banks
of the river while they looked over the capital city of their white con-
querors. Tuscaloosans were much entertained by the wild riding of
mounted Indians through the city streets and by the skilled swimming of
naked Indian children in the river. Old records show something of the
bitterness these Indians felt as they were driven from their age-long
hunting grounds.

The general panic of 1887 caused the state bank and all its branches
to fail and brought to light many fantastic tales of crookedness and mis-
management of these institutions. The proceeds from sale of lands and
also other funds of the University of Alabama were involved in the bank
crash; and the University lost about $500,000. The state never made good
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this loss. Years later, the legislature scaled the debt down to $300,000
and the state treasury has since paid to the institution an annual interest
on the indebtedness. Some very bleak years, with low salaried instructors
and few students, followed this disaster.

 Another fight for the removal of the state capital developed in 1845.
Montgomery, Wetumpka, and Tuscaloosa were leading contenders, though
five other cities were considered. After a long-drawn struggle, Mont-
gomery won on January 26, 1846, Within a year the records were moved
to the new location on “Goat Hill.”

Governors who served in Tuscaloosa were as follows: John Murphy,
1825-9; Gabriel Moore, 18259-31; Samuel B. Moore, March 1831 to Novem-
ber 1881; John Gayle, 1831-5; Clement C. Clay, 1835-7; Hugh McVay,
July 1837 to November 1837; Arthur P. Bagby, 1837-41; Benjamin Fitz-
patrick, 1841-5; Joshua L. Martin, 1845-7.

Three ‘“governors’ mansions*’ still stand in Tuscaloosa—the Deal home
in which Governor Bagby lived, the Marlowe home in which Governor
Martin lived, and Mrs. P. H, Whitt’s home which was the residence of Gov-
ernor Henry Watkins Collier, a Tuscaloosan who served as governor im-
mediately after the seat of the government was changed to Montgomery.

The fine old oaks of Tuscaloosa are partly due to plantings started
by private persons in the 1830’s, Thomas Maxwell being the leading spirit.
The city government took up the planting program in 1842; and both city
and citizens have continued their efforts up to the present time.

“Let us then be up and doing.”
—LONGFELLOW.

A cotton mill was built at the foot of River Hill in 1846 by a company
of which Dr. John R. Drish was the leading spirit. This factory, among
its products, made great quantities of rough osnaburgs which were sold
to be made up into clothing for slaves. In the early forties, Charles Foster
was operating a tannery and work-shoe factory near the river front. An
interesting fact about this plant is that the shoe department gave em-
ployment to no one except one-legged or badly crippled Negroes. Mr.
Foster brought together Negroes disabled so far as farm work was con-
cerned and developed a prosperous business through their labors. Two
years later, Leach and Avery started a machine shop which for decades
turned out plows, farm tools, industrial machines, and other items. One
of the founders, Daniel H. Avery, was a nephew of the patentee of the
famous Avery plow and had authority to use the special designs of his
uncle. Tuscaloosa plows were famous. These manufacturers turned out
a special brand of fire grates and stoves which had a wide sale. Connected
with the main foundry building were a grist mill and a flour mill. During
the War Between the States, this foundry made a number of cannons for
the southern armies. In connection with the foundry, strange to say, a hat
shop was operated, which during war time, made gray army headgear. It
is said that General Lee at his surrender wore a hat made in Tuscaloosa by
this company. A paper mill operated between 1858 and 1865. Many lesser
industries— sawmills, grist mills, etc.—suited to the life of the community
—had existed from the earliest years.

Some idea of the farm production of Tuscaloosa County for the year
1850 may be gained from these figures: 626,452 bushels of Indian corn;

#* Deal home, 421 18th Ave.; Marlowe home, 816 22nd Ave.; Whitt home, 905 21st Ave.
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50,271 bushels of oats; 114,035 bushels of sweet potatoes; and 73,561
(400-pound) bales of cotton, the largest cotton crop produced by any
county in the Union for 1850. (New American Encyclopedia, 1863)

In 1860, there were five tanneries, two cotton factories, one paper
mill, three newspapers, fifty-three churches, and 404 pupils in public
schools in Tuscaloosa County. The population of the city of Tuscaloosa
was 3,989. The county had 23,206 people, of whom 10,145 were Negro
slaves. (From the New American Encyclopedia, 1863.)

During the administration of Governor Henry W. Collier of Tusca-
loosa, a noted philanthropist, of New York, Miss Dorothea L. Dix, paid a
visit to Alabama and called attention to the pitiful condition of insane
people, confined in jails or private rooms in most communities of the state
with little skilled care or attention. Her visit started a movement which
resulted in the establishment at Tuscaloosa of the state hospital for the
insane. The institution was formally opened in 1861, though some patients
were admitted for treatment in 1860.

THE WAR BETWEEN THE STATES

“When the scourge
Inexorable and torturing hour

Call us to penance.”
—MILTON

Tuscaloosa has been rather a conservative community, not given to
hasty decision or action. When Lincoln was elected in 1860, and when a
secession convention was called to meet in Montgomery the city favored
peaceful settlement of the differences between North and South. Tusca-
loosa’s representatives in the Secession Convention, Robert Jemison and
William R. Smith, supported a plan for reconciliation and co-operation
and voted against the secession resolution. After the decision for with-
drawal from the Union was a faet, these men and their home community
were warm supporters of the southern cause. Both Mr, Jemison and Mr.
Smith helped to organize the Confederate armies; and both served as
members of the Congress of the Confederacy.

Through the years of nearly the entire war, Tuscaloosa was fortunate
in escaping the worst effects of the conflict, for the actual fighting did not
reach the community. Even the Battle of Shiloh, the raids around Florence,
and the fighting across Mississippi from Corinth to Vicksburg sent no nor-
thern raiders into Tuscaloosa. Many residents of northern Alabama and
of Tennessee sent their families here for safety; and the city gained some
valuable and permanent residents from this movement. In April 1865,
however, Croxton’s Raiders were detailed by General Wilson to march
from Elyton (now Birmingham) to Tuscaloosa under orders “to destroy
the river bridge, the factories, mills, military school (University), and
whatever else might be of benefit to the rebel cause.” The three hundred
boys in the University cadet corps were entirely unfitted to repel the fif-
teen hundred seasoned northern soldiers; and, after a brief skirmish near
the river bridge, Croxton carried out his orders thoroughly. Tuscaloosa
industries and the University were left in ruins.

This blow was even worse for the city than the loss of the capitol
had been. It was six years before the University opened again; and the
terrible days of Reconstruction delayed for a long time any renewal of
trade or industry.
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Through the difficult period following war and reconstruction, the
University struggled along with a handful of students, usually seventy to
a hundred per year. Senator John T. Morgan waged a fight through several
years demanding that the government of the United States repay the Uni-
versity for the destruction of her buildings; and in 1884 he prevailed. Con-
gress granted to the institution 46,080 acres of public land in restitution,
a grant exactly equaling that originally made for the establishment of “a
state institution of higher learning.”

The first railroad came to this section when the Alabama and Chatta-
nooga (now the Alabama Great Southern) was completed in 1870. The
road had been built from Chattanooga to Attalla by 1856 when financial
troubles and later the war stopped the work. The federal government
deeded all odd-numbered sections of land for fifteen miles on. each side
of the right of way as public aid in the construction of this railway. The
State of Alabama loaned the railroad $2,000,000 to help get it completed.
A great development followed the opening of this line of traffic and the
sale of its valuable lands.

“We build the ladder by which we rise”
—HOLLAND.

Gradually Tuscaloosa climbed out of the despair following war days.
The spirit of the people was not broken; and the resources were still
present. By 1887, many small businesses were again fairly prosperous;
and a prospectus issued by the Tuscaloosa, Coal, Iron and Land Company
listed the following as successful industries: two cotton mills employing
420 hands and turning our cotton yarn, plaids, and “checks and stripes” in
quantity; two brick yards; two foundry and machine companies; a yarn
mill; a street railway; a brick and tile company; a cottonseed oil company;
a grist mill; a suspender factory; and a wool carding plant. There were
under contract to be built: three railroads, Friedman Furnace, Merchants
National Bank, electric light and ice company, a public school, a cottonseed
oil gin company, two brick companies, a building and loan association, a
new four-story hotel nearly complete, and many residences.

An old newspaper shows that in 1899, Tuscaloosa had industries as
follows: two railroads, and another partly completed, two ice factories,
four cotton mills, six livery stables, one trunk slat factory, two marble
works, two machine shops, three candy factories, one cottonseed oil mill,
one wadding factory, one carding mill, one grain elevator, one lumber
mill, six liquor saloons, nine newspapers—one morning, one evening, five
weeklies, and two monthlies. The University of Alabama was boasting that
enrollment had climbed to 200 from an average of 70 to 100 for many pre-
vious years. Things were “looking up.”

Tuscaloosa newspapers recorded a great celebration on May 12, 1898,
when the Mobile and Ohio railroad was completed, connecting the rich
Middle West with the Port of Mobile through this city. Greensboro Avenue
was decorated with the triumphial arches, garlanded with flowers, and with
a real novelty, “colored electric lights.”” The whole town met the president
and other officials of the railroad at the new station. There were speeches
and cheers and band music. Miss Kate Jemison drove the silver spike which
completed the years of construction and brought into reality a long dream
of citizens of Black Warrior Town. A parade, a dinner and numerous
dances wound up a great occasion.
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Soon the lumber business became a tremendous industry with many
small mills turning out rough lumber and finally with great finishing plants
shipping building supplies to all parts of the country. Several coal and iron
mining companies began buying lands and extracting the rich mineral
wealth of Tuscaloosa County soil. A branch of line of the Louisville and
Nashville Railway came to Tuscaloosa. A period of considerable industrial
growth affected life in the city.

INSTITUTIONS

“Individuals may form communities, but it is institutions
alone that can create a nation.”
—DISRAELI.

From early days a desire for good schools and for welfare institutions
was evident. Many small private schools were taught in homes by tutors
and governesses. Sims Female Academy became well known, as did that
boys’ school advertised as “Price’s Thrashing Machine for the Devil’s Un-
accountables.” A news ad of the early days reads, “Price’s Thrashing
Machine. Send me your devils and incorrigibles and I will make good boys
of them.” The Tuscaloosa Female College, started about 1834 by the Bap-
tists, and operated later by the Methodists, served long and well under
several changes of management. The Alabama Central Female College oc-
cupied the old capitol building from 1857 until its destruction in 19283.
Several other private schools were distinguished. The public schools began
the operation of a graded system in 1885 with Professor Carleton Mitchell
as the first principal, and have had a steady growth until there are now
twelve public schools with an enrollment of 5,340 pupils and property
worth more than a million and a quarter dollars.

The city still has a number of excellent private schools. Stillman In-
stitute, a school for Negroes suported by the Presbyterian Church, has 218
students in Junior College and 50 in high school. The Catholic Church
maintains a kindergarden, elementary and high school for whites and an
elementary-junior school for Negroes. The Lutheran Church supports a
high school for Negroes. There are three privately operated kindergardens
for whites. With federal and city support, three nursery schools operate,
two for white and one for colored. These special institutions train about
a thousand pupils.

THE UNIVERSITY

“Delightful task! to rear the tender thought,
To teach the young idea how to shoot.”
—JAMES THOMPSON.

The University of Alabama has, for more than a century, been the
center of Tuscaloosa’s intellectual life. The influence of a number of great
personalities has operated through this institution. The first president, Dr.
Alva Woods, graduate of Harvard, post-graduate student in European in-
stitutions and specialist in mathematics gave the University a good start by
impressing the value of deep learning upon the first group of ninety-four
students who enrolled in 1831-2. Dr. Henry Tutwiler, Professor of Ancient
Languages, began his services at the same time and lived to become one of
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the best-known and most valuable educational figures of the South. Michael
Tuomey, the geologist, revealed to Alabama the mineral wealth of the Bir-
mingham District and of other sections. Fredrick A. P. Barnard contributed
through his extraordinary talent and scholarship and then moved on to
become president of Columbia University, New York. President Basil
Manly, skilled executive and business man, guided the struggling institu-
tion through the dark days of panic and bankruptcy that followed the
downfall of the state banks in 1837. Through all the long years when the
institution was small and struggling for existence, there were great souls
on the campus to guide and preserve. The work of Dr. John W. Abercrom-
bie as president from 1901 to 1912 is notable for the fact that he made
the University a leader in all types of education in Alabama, insisting that
it establish summer courses to build up the training of teachers for high
schools and elementary schools, and that it take the lead in gaining a com-
plete educational system for the state. He urged that county high schools
be established, and employed Professor Joel C. DuBose to tour the state
pleading for secondary education. In 1907, a law providing these schools
resulted. The influence of Miss Julia Strudwick Tutwiler was felt through
the University, when she (in 1892) succeeded in securing the admission of
women students. A few local young women enrolled between 1893 and
1898. Miss Tutwiler entered the first group of girls from her school at
Livingston in 1898 and seemed justified when the first ten girls carried
off 60% of the University honors, though in sompetition with 200 men
students.

Dr. George H. Denny gave twenty-five years of amazingly effective
service, building up the endowment of the institution and erecting, with
negligible aid from state tax money, most of the major buildings now in
use. He found a small institution when he came to Tuscaloosa in 1912
and retired from active service in 1987, leaving one of the best known
universities of the country with 5,000 students.

At present the University, under the leadership of President Richard
Clarke Foster, is giving training to 5,500 students. The institution con-
sists of twelve colleges and schools. There are more than 85 imposing
buildings-—instructional buildings, dormitories, fraternity and sorority
houses, many smaller structures, a large athletic field, a stadium seating
17,000 people, and one of the most beautiful campuses in America com-
prising 60 or more acres of level land. In 1939, a considerable construction
program to catch up with growth is under way.

The University has become an institution of national standing and
draws in large numbers from distant states. Scholastic requirements upon
professors and upon students are rising each year. All factors point to a
continuous and increasing growth.

All these great persons have affected the life of Tuscaloosa. They have
built and strengthened the educational urge and have helped make this a
community that values high things and that is conservative in the scientific
sense, in that respect that causes the city to look carefully before it does
any leaping.

BRYCE HOSPITAL

“Canst thou not minister to a mind diseased?”’
—SHAKESPEARE.

Dr. Peter Bryce served as superintendent of the hospital for the in-
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sane from its beginning in 1860 until 1892. The hospital was among the
first to abolish handcuffs, straightjackets, and such devices of former years
and to attempt mental healing by the “non-restraint” and activity plan.
Dr. J. T. Searcy succeeded Dr. Bryce and served until 1919. He prevailed
upon the legislature to establish an asylum for Negroes at Mount Vernon,
near Mobile; and this branch of the state service began receiving patients
in 1902. This institution has been named Searcy Hospital. From 1908, Dr.
W. D. Partlow had served as assistant to Dr. Searcy; and he was elected
to the head position in 1919. His long and successful service, his develop-
ment of buidings and farm lands with the labor of inmates, and his con-
tributions to the care and study of mental abormalities has become of the
outstanding achievements of the South. The labor of the patients, between
1919 and 1933, added $1,349,000 to the value of the buildings.

Partlow Home for the feeble-minded started operation in 1923. At
present there are 660 inmates of this home.

The entire system of hospitals for mental deficients is now serving
4174 white patients and 1849 Negroes, or a total of 6,123. More than
6000 acres of farm land in Tuscaloosa county help largely in supporting
this population. At present a building program is in progress involving
major additions to cost above $1,000,000.

VETERANS FACILITY

The United States Veterans Facility was established in 1932; and is
one of the most modern of federal hospitals. It has a bed capacity of 346,
employs 316 people, and serves more than 2000 war veterans each year.

CHURCHES

Tuscaloosa has always been a city of churches and churchgoers. The
Baptist denomination organized a church in Tuscaloosa in 1816; the Meth-
odists in 1818; the Catholics in 1819; the Presbyterians in 1820; and the
Episcopalians in 1828. The story of the organization and growth of all
these congregations is one deserving great attention. In 1939, the denomi-
nations named above, and also the Christian Church, the Jewish Church,
and other faiths in addition have one or more places of worship each in
Tuscaloosa. Some of the buildings are substantial and artistic, and church
membership and attendance are high.

NEWSPAPERS

The powers of the press has been felt throughout Tuscaloosa history. Be-
ginning with The Tuscaloosa Republican published in 1819 and The American
Mirror which appeared in 1820, there has been a succession of weekly, monthly,
and finally daily publications. 7The Tuscaloosa Times, claiming descent from
The Flag of the Union, founded in 1830, served as a leading publication until
1903, when the editor and owner, Mr. Richard H. Little combined The Times
with The Gaszette then being published by Mr. Tom Garner. The Times had
been organized under that name in 1870 when The Flag of the Union, The Inde-
pendent Monitor, and The Observer were merged. The Tuscaloosa Sun was
purchased and combined with The Times in 1901. The Gazette had been or-
ganized by Mr. M. L. Burton in 1875 as successor to T'he Tuscaloosa Blade.
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In 1989, the community has one newspaper, 7The Tuscaloosa News,
which has succeeded all combinations, mergers, and failures of past years.
The News, under the editorial guidance of Mr. Bruce Shelton, is one of
the most vigorous and clean-cut of Alabama dailies. It serves a large list
of readers in Tuscaloosa and West Alabama; and its striking comments on
current affairs are widely quoted over Alabama.

CITY GOVERNMENT

Through the whole history of Tuscaloosa, the city government has
been active and effective. The aldermanic system was succeeded by the
commission form of government in 1911, In 1939, the city commissioners
are Messrs. Luther Davis, W. H. Nicol and Frank Livingston.

POPULATION

“The time demands
Strong minds, great hearts, true faith, and willing hands.”
—HOLLAND.

Tuscaloosa has been fortunate in the type of citizens drawn to this
center by its location on the river, by the University and other institutions,
by the agricultural possibilities, and by the industrial resources. The ed-
ucational influence has been particularly helpful, since the people who
seek university training for their children are usually of high mental and
moral caliber.

Growth has been steady, but never rapid. The figures below show the
gradual increase.

Population, City of Tuscaloosa
1819 - about 600

1850 - 2600
1860 - 3989
1900 - 6271
1910 - 8256
1920 - 11,995
1930 - 20,695
1939 - 25,000 (estimate)

(6500 students and 5000 patients in hospitals are not included)

RECENT WARS

Tuscaloosa sent her full quota of men and material to aid in the
Spanish American War in 1898. Major William Wadsworth Brandon, who
was later to become governor of Alabama, served with distinetion. Again
in the World War, 1917-18, the city and county of Tuscaloosa were fully
represented in the armed ranks in France. The Farley W. Moody Post of
the American Legion, named for one of those who died in service, and a
local unit of the Veterans of Foreign Wars keep alive the memories of
those conflicts. Both wars had one good affect; they eased the old strain of
division between North and South and brought a fuller appreciation of our
united nation.
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MAJOR CELEBRATIONS

_Tuscaloosa’s centenary was celebrated in 1916, a grand pageant de-
picting the chief events of local history. In 1981, the hundred-year history
of the University of Alabama was represented in another extensive piece
of pageantry. Visitors from all parts of the country attended these great
occasions.

AGAIN THE INDUSTRIES

“Thefe is always work,
And tools to work withal, for those who will;
And blessed are the horny hands of toil.”

—LOWELL.

The Tuscaloosa Times-Gazette lists the following industrial activities
in 1907: large blast furnace at Holt, 95 sawmills in county, three planing
mills in the city, two machine shops, M. and O. shops, 3 cotton mills, one
cottonseed mill, one foundry, two cotton compresses, one salt factory at
Northport, one rope mill, one hoisery mill, great activity in the lumber
business, 1,041,182 tons of coal produced, 36,242 tons of pig iron, 319,692
tons of coke, and 25,740 bales of cotton.

Thus, changing in strength and in type of activity, industry has run
its thread through the fabric of Tuscaloosa history.

In 1939, Tuscaloosa has a considerable number of industrial establish-
ments suited to the region, though the depression closed several mines and
other businesses. The Gulf States Paper Corporation produces paper from
pine wood, using the sulphate process. This plant employs more than 850
people and turns out 200 tons of paper and 10,000,000 bags per day.

The Central Foundry Company at Holt is the largest individual soil
sanitary pipe plant in the world. It employs more than a thousand men.

Nestle’s Milk Products, Inc., is the only establishment in Alabama
making condensed milk. It has a capacity of 200,000 pounds of milk per
day.

Morgan Packing Company, Perry Creamery, Hulsart Veneer Company,
Horne Veneer Company, Tennessee Corporation (making fertilizers), Tus-
caloosa Cotton Oil Company, Southern Manufacturing Company (pre-fab-
ricated houses), Tuscaloosa Compress, Tuscaloosa Heading Mill, lumber
mills, bakeries, railroad shops, ete., are among other important industries.
Stores and other business houses, some of which do a large business, are
too numerous to mention.

Tuscaloosa’s new municipal airport, Hargrove Van de Graaff Field,
promises to become one the greatest industries of the region. Already
student pilots are receiving training in the University School of Aeronau-
tics combined with the government course afforded through the Alabama
Institutes of Aeronautics, a branch of the Parks Air College of St. Louis,
Training of army men begins in July of 1939; and soon this will be one of
the busiest airports in the South. An ample landing field, the second lar-
gest hangar in the state, classroom and shop space, and other facilities
make possible a great development of flying.

Farm production has fallen off seriously from the figures of the old
vears. For instance the annual cotton crop is eighteen to twenty-two
thousand (500 1b.)bales as compared with 78,561 four-hundred pound bales
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in 1850. The loss is due to soil erosion and leaching, to the development of
the system of tenant farming, and, to the changes in world market. Most
of the wild life has been slaughtered. A new program of conservation is
2 necessity.

THE RIVER

“Rivers are highways that move on, and bear us
whither we wish to go.”
—BLAISE PASCAL.

The river, the shoals in the river, the bridges across the river, the locks
and dams, the traffic tows bellowing in the night for passage, the fair co-
eds and handsome men students who used to row canoes along our water
front, the speed boats of today, the fishing facilities, the occasional flood
seasons, the fights for river improvement are part and parcel of life in
Tuscaloosa. Since long before Tuscaloosa was born, the Black Warrior
has influenced local life and history. The Indian town was established be-
cause of the river, the whites settled with water transportation in mind, and
the stream with all its associations is an integral part of Tuscaloosa’s
story. Navigation by cargo boats in the early years was possible for about
six months in the year.

Improvement of the Warrior began with a small congressional appro-
priatien in 1875. These first government funds were used to remove snags
and other obstruction from the lower river. Citizens of today will never
realize how much hard work of Tuscaloosa citizens and Alabama congress-
men preceded this first govermental grant. In 1888 work was started on
three locks at Tuscaloosa, Warrior Locks Nos. 1, 2, 3, (now Nos. 10, 11,
12) to make a part of the upper river navigable and particularly to reach
the coal fields. Due to inadequate appropriations the construction proceeded
very slowly; and each advance was made only after failures and prolonged
struggles.

The three locks at Tuscaloosa were completed late in 1895; and on
January 13, 1896 the first steamer, the tugboat Baltimore, passed up-river
through the locks carrying a jubilant group of notables. Speeches and news
items of the day called attention to the fact that Tuscaloosa would soon
surpass Pittsburgh as a coal shipping point, since this city would have an
all-year open river while Pittsburgh’s river could serve for only five months.
These three locks were the most economically built of all on the river
system.

The dates and costs shown below suggest something of the long battle
for a navigable Warrior:

In operation Location

Lock No. since Cost (Nearest town)

1 1908 $560,290 St. Stephens

2 1914 560,114 Pennington

3 1914 609,622 Oakchia

4 1908 479,000 Demopolis

5 1908 501,000 Cedarville

6 1908 443,000 Sawyerville

i 1903 225,600 Wedgworth

8 1903 212,000 Akron
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9 1903 202,000 Powers

10 1896 244,500 Tuscaloosa
11 1896 170,000 Tuscaloosa
12 1896 160,000 Tuscaloosa
13 1905 203,200 Tidewater
A 1910 414,714 " Searles

15 1910 430,233 Kellerman
16 1915 520,853 . Kellerman
17 1915 3,174,070 Kellerman

_ These seventeen locks cost the government $9,067,356 for construc-
tion; and additional expenditures for maintenance, operation, dredging,
etc. run into large figures. Iron and steel, coal, sand and gravel, forest
products, and other materials have since 1924 moved along the river in
amounts exceeding a million tons annually; and the traffic is increasing in .
1939. ; i

Oliver Dam and lock at Tuscaloosa is nearly complete in 1939. Built
at a cost of $3,700,000 it will speed navigation by eliminating locks 10,
11 and 12. An additional high lock and dam at Demopolis will replace three
other locks.

BANKING INSTITUTIONS

“We've got the ships, we've got the men,
we’ve got the money too.”
—G. W. HUNT.

Banks and building loan companies have had a substantial part in the
development of the city and county. The Alabama State Bank which opera-
ted from 1826 to 1837 has been mentioned. The J. H. Fitts privately owned
bank served Tuscaloosa for many years. It was reorganized and became the
City National Bank in 1802. The Merchants National Bank built a hand-
some new building in 1887. The First National Bank under the guidance
of the Moodys has been a financial force since its founding in 1871. On

March 29, 1989, the two banks of Tuscaloosa showed resources as follows: - -

First National Bank City National Bank
Capital, surplus :
and undivided profits $ 643,799.76 $ 595,054.93
Deposits ' 6,228,558.03 - 4,859,559.12
Total Resources ' 6,872,357.79 5,454,614.05

“The best of prophets of the future is the past.”
—BYRON.

This abbreviated sketch of Tuscaloosa history must come to a close.
A modern, thriving city stands where the Creeks and Choctaws once clashed
for the desirable location. The river, the farm lands, the forests, and the
minerals are still here as sources of possible wealth, in spite of incredible
wastage. The institutions are more powerful than ever before. Industries
still prosper. The river, as Bill Brandon used to put it, still “bears on its
bosom the commerce of a happy people.” The population is increasing in
number, in educational standards, and in possibility of achievement. The
trend of growth indicates that by 1950, Tuscaloosa should be a city of
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forty-five to fifty thousand. Scientists prophesy a great industrial develop-
ment when chemical establishments begin to transform the soft coals into
dyes, tars, artificial gas and motor fuel, and into other modern essentials.
The people may someday cleanse the river front of the industrial refuse
and sewage from Birmingham, Holt and from local homes and establish-
ments; and planned efforts may give Tuscaloosa again the sparkling river
that the Indians knew. The University seems destined for continued growth
and influence.

Many idle talents and unused resources await development. As always
throughout its history, the community has an active working body of citi-
zens who study the meanings and possibilities of local resources and who
try to plan and act wisely for the days ahead. This body in the records has
heen called by various names—the Civic Association, the Board of Trade,
the Community Development Association, the Tuscaloosa Coal, Iron and
Land Company, etc.; but, still dedicated to the long task, it now respect-
fully signs itself

THE TUSCALOOSA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
H. G. Dowling, President
1938-9
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In 1926 ‘when I began practicing law in Tuscaloq'é;

-

notable and po<51b1y most able lawyers.

There were three or four main, what I call "1noortant" law

.~

firms; but before J get to that, and more or less out of order, I

would like to mention the names of the lawyers now living, who were

e here|then. Besides the writer, there are only three now living:
=T : R -
& Supreme Ccur Ljogtice, Judge BOS'Harwood; Leigh Clark, and dohn
Pearson, the:latterxwhom I m1ghL~me;tlor.d d more to get me started
than nyona 2158, aég I shall e€ver ke gr;:oful to him. .

¢ : s .
But cctt;ng baok\go the law firms as I remember them, not in

‘%‘;. - s.,

poiat o‘xxmyortance by any means, but as I remember them. Foster,

. :i i ,
Rice|and Foster. It cons sted of J. Manly Fcster, a great lawyer

;g : .
. who came f:&na famlly whose name is tied in with the history of
Y > %
> g - '
{ 3 " ) ]
5 County long before Alabama becdme a State and who was
i +
onec of the outstanding léwyers cf the State, Fleetwood
'dfr;f :3 . i : S y

3 greaf\iawye » who was born ard raised in Northport,

e_:_namp has been associated with the history of Tuscaloosa

.

.‘..;? - ‘ L4 -» .
County for hundreds of years and of ccurse Richard Foster, who

A}
. was the son of J. Manly Foster and was an outstanding lawyer in o e

his own right, but cultivated frierncship with the public more than

. - - v . - .-~ '
either of the other two. Dick Foster, s he was generally known,

was later chesen President of the University of Alabama, where he :

servoé'gith disﬁinctiOn until he was strigkon;With POiiQ and

diedwhile 5till President of the ﬁnivéfsﬁty,.and while quite young.
Then there wés the figm of “a-ﬁcof, angd @cQueeA, widely known o

{ and highly regarded all over the §




serves me correctly, both Judge Bernard Harwoodﬁgpdf
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came| to this county from Greene County. Theyf{}i?ﬁ‘cééés in this
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county and ‘four or five counties surroundin 'ﬁﬁécaloosa/ Mr.
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McQueen, his wife and two sons all died within a period of just

a few years of each other. Bernard Harwood had once been Circuit

Judge but that was before my day. He was the father of Supreme

Court Justice, Bob Harwood, and grandfather of Bernie Harwood, a

present member of the Tuscaloosa Bar and certainly a credit to

their name. Both the above firms were highly regarded in this

State and tried many cases in the surrounding counties.

s

H.A. and D.K. Jones was a father and son partnership; They

worked from daylight to dark and then carried wcrk home with them.

They| opposed closing for holidays and never engaged in any fri-

volity. They were quite a successful law firm and had many cor-

porate clients. So far as I can learn Devane was an only child.

When| he died he left one or more daughters and they live in Tusca-

loosa, but I do not know the name of but cne. She is Alice Mclean

Stewart. A very fine and likable lady, who is quite evident in

the

social life in the City of Tuscaloosa.

There was a firm of Brown and Ward, consisting of Robison

Brown and Tom Ward. Rcbison Brown came from one of the oldest

families in the county, a man of small statue, but a spitfire

lawyer. He had a high temper, was fast on his feet, and never

at al loss for words. Sometime after I came on the scene he re-

tired from practicing law and took the position with the University

of Alabama, as land commissioner and secretary to the Board of

Trus

tees, which position he held with distincticn until he either

retired or died some years later. He left a scn, Robison Brown,
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who was a distinquished naval officer and é'daugﬁ£er who be-
the wife of a local minister, Rev. W.K.E,.Jaégs, a local

ist mihister. Tom Ward, Sr., the other méqper, continued to
tice law until his death. He had served as.a member of the
slature and later served a few years as Circuit Judge but never
for a full term. He was a distinguished lawyer, and a non-
ter. He would argue before the Judge until sometimes the

e would order him to sit down. Once a Federal Judge informed

at the end of trial, "Mr. Ward, you have five minutes to

address the jury". He arose to his feet and addressed the Judge,

begging him for more time, informing the Judge he could not do

justfice in five minutes. The Judge replied, "Mr. Ward, one minute

of y
and
law
If m
Ward
prac
cloes
Cirg
at g
He a
anot
is a
is v

is t

and

our fiveminutes has already gone". Mr. Ward left two sons
one daughter. His son Tom B Ward, Jr. continues to pr;ctice
in Tuscaloosa. His daughter married a lawyer in Birmingham.
y memory serves me correctly his name is Joe Wallace.  Tom
and his younger brother, J. Monroe Ward never went into

tice with each other, although their offices were always very
e. Monroe Ward later became prosecuting attorney for this
uit. Monroe left a son named James, who worked many years

he Tuscaloosa News, and I do not known if he is still there.
lso left a highly talented daughter, who married the son of
her lawyer, later mentioned. Her name is Amanda, and she
teacher of piano at the University School of Music. She

ery talented and highly regarded in music circles. Her husband
he son of Clifton Penick, an attorney. ;

The law firm of ClarKsén and Penick was- here when I entered

was together until Mr. Clarkson died. Edgar Clarkson was
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a great lawyer and a very powerful prosecuting attorney. He

was prosecutiing attorney for many years. At that time a prose-

cuting attorney also engaged inprivate practice and he and Penick

practiced for many years tcgether and were highly regarded by other

lawyers and the general public. Edgar Clarkson left two daughters;

Sue,

who married Reese Phifer, who at the time of their marriage

was a| lawyer and is now the owner and manager of Phifer Wire Pro-

ducts|; the other daughter married the son of Tom Beauchamp, former

manager of Alabama Power.

Mr. Clifton Penick was more of an office lawyer than a

courtiroom lawyer and he did a great deal of title work and

practiced real estate law. He was quiet, polite, easy going, and

high

ly ecducated. If my memory serves me correctly, his father

was an Episcopal Minister of quite some repute. Scme time in

latter years, Mr. Penick wrote a very interesting and entertaining

column for the Tuscaloosa News, called "Entre Nous". I have pro-

babl

y spelled it wrong, but it was a french phrase meaning,

"between ourselves". On one occasion, he looked cut of his window,

from

a sw

£

the Alston Building, across Greensboro Avenue, and noticed’

arm of bees had settled on the electirc wire running down

the ﬁiddle of the street. He wrote his entire column that day,

conc

inte

when
aith
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erning the activities of tlhose bees. It was one of the most

resting and widely‘fead columns that he ever wrote.

E.L. Dodson, sometimes referred to as Lee Dodson, was here

I came and as far as I remember he never had a law partner,

ough at one time it is possible that he had a partner by the

of Trawick. Mr. Dodson at one time served as City Judge and

ed one term in the State Legislature. He came from Fayette

SR
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County, Alabama, where he grew up in Mt. Vernon, the same place

wher
it n
Dods
more

than

e my mother-in-law grew up and they had some "dates", but
ever developed into anything serious. As‘I remember, Mr.

on pfac£iceé alone and went along in his quiet way and was
or less successful but was more widely known as a "Baptist"

as a lawyer. Mr. Dodson lost one son in the war, and as 1I

remember it, he had one or two sons survive him and also a daughter,

but

the

I have no idea where they are.
The next lawyer I remember is a man close to my heart and

finest, knock down, drag out, lawyer at the Bar, who every-

body loved; a gentle, kind, sweet man and as mean as a snake,

all
nine
the
diff
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one,
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wrapped up in one, was John R. Bealle. He could use twenty-

curse words in thirteen seconds, and would do you a favor at
drop of a hat, a little favor or big favor, it made no

erence to John. He was Assistant Solicitor, claims attorney

M & O Railroad for many years and got along well with every-

He was referee in Bankruptcy and later became the first

¢ of the Inferior Court of Tuscaloosa, which is now known as

rict Judge. He truly was the most unforgettable and most

ble character I've ever known. He was a natural lawyer, and

as a great lawyer. He could come into Court without any pre-

tion and beat the lawyer on the other side with the use of

the other lawyer's witnesses and law books. He was really that

good
i M o

Just

4 He would hobnob with congressmen and senators in Washingtbn,

as readily and as easily as if he were hobnobbing with a

ice of Peace in Beat Four. He left one son, Rufus Bealle, who

served at the University of Alabama many years and'at one time

was Assistant Solicitor and who is now practicing law in Tuscaloosa.

.
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s a grandscn to whom I am very partial because he is

dler of quite some excellence. His name also is John

e.

he above mentioned John Bealle had a brother-in-law here

I started out. Although John Bealle and Liston Bell were
friends they never became partners. Liston was éasy going
illed with laughter and worked hard. He was strictly honest
traight in every way and he knew a great deal of law at
ingertips. On many occasions the Judges would seek his

on. As far as I know he left no children.

've already mentioned John Pearson, who was here when I

and I would lik=2 to add about John that he was and is one

e finest gentlement I've ever known. He was helpful to

d secured me a connection with a firm (not a law firm) that
me a salary for many years, which I might add kept me eating.
ay I was in his office and he said he wanted to give me some
e, "Don't ever getmarried and don't ever get into politics",
ss than six months, John had not only gotten married but he
ngaged in a redhot race for City Commissioner against a

ical rihg, which had been in power for many years. He was
ed and made one of the best City Commissioner's we've ever
John is still living and is still married to that same

iful wife, however‘they have no children.

John Pearson had an clder brother, who was a lawyer, who

did not €ngage in general practice, ‘but confined his practice

to sayings and loan and Duckworth Morris Insurance, Spencer

Pearson dieg unmarried, many years ago.

've alread§ mentioned Bob Harwoed, but only in passing.
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1€ set out 6n his own.
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raduated a {ew months before I, due to the fact that he went
mmer school. He went into practice with his father, and
McQueen, but only remained there a short while after which
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He ran for the Legislature and was elected-'

and later ran for Attorney General of Alabama and was elected and

the w

tion

ar came on and he served in the Armed Services for the dura-

and when he returned, or shortly thereafter, he was appointed

to the Court of Appecals and later to the Supreme Court. Both

positions he filled with honor and distinction and until his re-

tirement and now he and his wife reside in Tuscaloosa. They

are the parents of Bernard Harwood, local attorney, Bernard being

the third generation of lawyers, with the same name, and I might

add,
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carrying on the tradition in a fine manner.

R.C. (Red) Price had only been practicing one or two years

I came, and somewhere cdown the line he became City Judge.

he and Judge W.C. Warren were returning from a hunting or

ing trip, they apparently ran out of gas. Judge Price stood

he gas tank which was attached to the back of the vehicle,
jumped up and down to see if he could hear any gas in the tank.

e doing so, the vehicle was struck in the rear by a speeding

cle with such force that his lower limbs were mutilated to

an extent that both had to be amputated.' He called in

cretary, dictated his Will, attended to some other personal

ers and told the people around him he did not wish to live

out legs, and calmly died. He left no children.

;, M

When I graduated in 1926, Gordon Madison.and W. Charlie

en had been out of law school only a few years'and they prac-

d law together. Stortly after that Warren was elected to
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he State Senate and he and Gordon Madison separated and went
heir respective ways. Gordon joined Foster, Rice and Foster,
nd Warren joined with the attorney, Reuben H. Wright. Later,
1adison| served in the State Senate one term and then joined the
staff of the Attorney General and remained there until he reached
:he age of retirement, after which he returned to live out the
er of his life. Gordon left several sons, most of whom
in Tuscaloosa and cne daughter, whose name is Maftha, and
now married to a Commander in the Navy and they are
ed somewhere in Virginia. During his tenure in the office
stant Attorney General, he represented the State inall
il rights litigation. Although Gordon gave the State able
ntation, it was mostly without avail as the outcome was
a foregone conclusion.
Charlie Warren had worked in the post office during the
time he was at the University of Alabama and supported
himself and wife and some children and went to school and with
all the work load that he carried he managed to make extremely
rades, both in college and in law schecol. After he left
actice with Gordon Madison, as I already said, he continued
ctice with Reuben E. Wright until a few years later and he
ected to the State Senate and served two consecutive terms,
which he was elecéed as Circuit Judge in Tuscalooéa and
until he passed the age of retirement. FHe was very patient

and kKind as a.Judge as long as the lawyer tended to .treat him right,

but if any lawyer attempted to "put something over on him", he
would show his temper and give such a tongue lashing that it would
not

oon be forgotten. Judge Warren left some cdaughters, but
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s. Judge Warren boasted that he came from "up on sand
in" and he very often mentioned the fact that he did not
o the University until he was thirty-five years of age,
at he came as soon as he heard about it,

im Rice was not a member of Foster, Rice and Foster, but

the jury in the palm of his hand. He was tall, uncouth,

and lagky, "smart as a whip", and was well versed in every

x of the trade". When he and his brother tangled in Court

ur would fly and both could be heard all over the Courthouse.

ountry people all loved him and the City people all respected

When he addressed a jury he would quote poetry and tell tall

and when he got through it was too wet to plcw for the other
Later on in life he was appointed to the Court of Appeals

remained there as long as he lived. Whenever he heard of

anygne being in Montgomery from Tuscaloosa, he would insist on

their coming by and chatting with him at length. So far as I

know he had no children.

F.F. Windham and William Adams. They were not partners, but

I lump them together for the simple reason that they were both

very, very colorful characters.

Festus Ferdinand Windham, although a school teacher, who

.

taught school in the summer, in order to go to law school in

the| winter, and should have known better, "butchered the Queen's

English". ' He used big words and got them so much out of place

an miSPrOnOupced them so badly that no one could tell what he

o .
T,
.
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was talking about. On one occasion in addressing the jury, he
wanted to describe a lady's waist, as being "crepe de Chine", but
he kept on calling it "crepe machine"”. He tried more cases than
any five l;wyers at the Bar combined. He wen about one out of
twenty, but it did not phase him a bit. The most famous crimirnal
case he ever tried was his defense of Doc Bigham, a man tried for
murder for having killed P.M. Watts, who was sheriff of Thscaloosa
County at the time. Doc Bigham was the last man ever hanged in
the Tuscaloosa County Jail. Windham migrated from Tuscaloosa to
Birmijngham, where he practiced law for a few years but returned
to Tuscaloosa where he remained until he died. He left surviving
him a daughter. I do not know her name.

William Adams was a little wisp of a man, as I remember him.
He welighed possibly 125 pounds wringing wet, had a red moustache,
which| he kept very red by virtue of the fact that he kept a

chew | of tobacco in his mouth at all times and the juice not

only %pilled on his moustache but onto his necktie and vest.;/

Never|a session of court came but what he tried one or two_cgges,
and always for the same client. His client was Mr. Tillery, who
was a|dealer in junk and who loved to litigate and it was his
fees that probably kept Mr. Adams going. Mr. Tillery and his

wife #ere getting a divorce and Mr. Adams tried that case for

months and months, maybe even years, but every court session,

Mr. Tillery and Mr. Adams would show up. He was the father-in-

law of cade Verner, a long time prominent citizen of Tuscaloosa.

Adrian Vandegraaf was an mnmarried man, the end of the line

of a long line of wealthy, southern aristocrats, who had about

Fun out of money and prestige. Adrian was smart as could be,

= 0=
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¢ far as I remember, never tried a case, He practiced

alone knew more law than most any lawyer at the Bar, he helpéd

other|lawyers.to try cases, and worked up law for others. Lawyers

and Judges alike sought his advice and opinion on intricate legal

questions, but he didn't care too much about working or appearing

in Court. He drank excessively and kept a bottle at his desk at

all times. he was finally found dead at his desk. There were

rumors of suicide but they never got beyond the rumor stage and

no one knows the exact truth.

Edward deGraffenried and W.J. (Bill) Foster formed a

partnership shortly after I came on the scene. Ed deGraffenried

was the son of a great lawyer who had been practicing law in

Eutaw and Greensboro, most of his life, and spent his latter

years engaged in the law practice in Tuscaloosa and passed away on

the steps of the Greensboro Courthouse, after having delivered

e

a great oration to a jury there. "Mr. Ed", as I always called

him,

was a brilliant lawyer, the best dressed lawyer at the Bar,

always immaculate in his appearance. He developed a reputation

as be
had 4

take

ing the best orator before a jury at the Tuscaloosa Bar. He
i very keen mind and as I said about Judge Bealle, he could

the other fellow's books and beat him in court and as one

defense counsel expressed it, "He was like a cat with nine lives".

You would think ycu had him out of court when he would come up

with

something new and give you a licking of your life. He was

elected prosecuting attorney and served several terms and he very

-

seldom lost a case that he was prosecuting. Later he served two

terms as a member of Congress from this district, after which

he returned to Tuscaloosa to the private practice of law where he

.
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remalined until his hecalth failed and it was necessary for him
to retire. When he passed away he left surviving him four sons
and one daughter. Two of his sons were gifted lawyers. One son,

RQan, served two or three terms in the Legislature and was a very
formidable candidate for governor of Alabama when he was killed in
an airplane wreck while campaigning. His other son, Jeff, was

a prominent lawyer, but died quite young. His son, Christopher,
lives in Birmingham and his son Ed deGraffenried, Jr. lives in
California and is a writer. His only daughter's name is Grace
and |[she is married to a man by the name of Baswell and thay live
in Huntsveill, Alabama. At one time he was a law partner with
this writer and later became a partner with E.W. Skidmore.

We now come to William J. (Bill) Foster. I just recently
finished reading a seventy-one page book by Dr. L.O, Dawson called,
“A State, A Father, and A Son". The dedication is "To the Tusca-
loosa County Fosters and may their tribe never grow less". I
have read this book several times, and the more I read it the
more fésicinating it becomes. It is the-complete history bf the
Foster Family from Tuscalcosa. Bill was the son of Judge Henry
Foster, who was the only Circuit Judge here in 1926, and was the
only one for quite a few years after. Bill became the partner of
Ed deGraffenried and took the position as Assis#ant Solicitor

and| prosecuted all tﬁe‘cases in the Inferior Court and assisted

Mr

Ed in the prosecution of all cases in Circuit Court. They
made an unbeatable combination. Bill was honest, hard working,
and straight, but he was easy to settle a case with. Hé was

always courteous to other lawyers and they all loved him. Although

he was successful as a lawyer, times were pretty hard and he took

. -

| -
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gosition as attorney for the Department of Agriculture under
Roosevelt Administration and remained with it, with

and distinction, until he reached the age of retirement

afﬁer which he returned to Tuscaloosa and became Assistant

Soligitor again, a position he held with Fred Nicol until he

pass

d away. His beautiful and charming wife still resides in

Tuscaloosa. Bill left some sons but I never met any of them

and

they haven't lived in Alabama since they became grown.

Herbert Findley was the first lawyer with whom I was acquainted.

He more or less, having been raised across the field from my

home| at what was known then as the "Findley Place", but now

is known as "Woodmont". Herbert practiced law alone and did

quite well as a lawyer until he became the Judge of the Inferior

Court, @ judgeship which he held until he resigned to take

a position teaching at the University of Alabama. Judge Findley

was

small of statue, but had a smart, quick mind and was frequently

called in by other judges on questions of law. He was highly

regarded by other members of his profession, but was not very

aggressive in the Courtroom. He was, however, considered success-

fu}

as a lawyer and as a judge. He loved the outdoors. He loved

to hunt and fish and had many friends among doctors, lawyers and

others among the fox hphters. He left one son, Dr. Lyman Findley,

and

one daughter, Ann Shores, who is a registered nurse in Bir-

mingham,

for
figl

Tusq

The next lawyer I will mention only remained in Tuscaloosa
@ short while and spent most of his time trying cases and
'ting with the City Judge. His name is Leigh Clark, who left

-

raloosa, went to practice i.r‘le'il:rn:in'gham and scon was elected

-13-
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Circuit Judge there and was re-elected many times until his

retirement. He still resides in Birmingham,

The Livinston Brothers, Ed and Frank, were here when I

started and they practiced together, Frank fulltime and Ed

parttime. Ed spent parttime teaching at the law school and he

would stop and have "bull sessions" with bunches of the students

where ever they were gathered and always kept himself on the

same

level with the students. Everywhere you go in Alabama,

you come in contact with one or more of "his boys" and they

tell

you they learned more from Ed Livingston than any teacher

in school. After a few years of this, he became a candidate for

the Supreme Court. Is it any wonder that he carried every county’

in the State. Need I say more about Mr. Ed? He continued to serve

with

great distinction, both as Associate Justice and Chief Justice

until he passed the age of retirement. He became famous as an

after dinner speaker and was sought after constantly by many

organizations. He left two sons, both of who are distinguished

lawyers in Alabama.

)
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‘rank Livingston, the younger brother of Mr. Ed, continued
ractice law alone after Mr. Ed became a Supreme Court Justice
later was eiected to the office of City Commissioner, where
2rved with honor and distinction until his cdeath. He left

)

nildren.

W.T. Smith was with the Livingston Brotpersagor a short

Da
bd, but all I remember about him is that for a while he was

Y Judge, after which I believe he moved away f;pm Tuscaloosa,
OSsibly went to practice law in Montgomery.
Ir. Sam Henry Sprott from the time of my graduation in 1926

- » - -
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until his death a few short years ago, was attorney for the

city| of Tuscaloosa, both civil law as well as being prosecuting

ip City Court. In addition to this position, he was, during

most| of that time a United States Commissioner, which as he

explained tome, was to the federal system the same as Justice of

the

Peace, in those days, was to the state system. He issued

federal warrants, held preliminary hearings, fixed bonds and

approved bonds in federal cases. Ninety percent of those cases

had

to do with liquor in some way. Mr. Sprott was the son of the

former Circuit Judge, who is long since deceased. Mr. Sprott

himself had at one time been mayor of the City of Tuscaloosa. He

knew more municipal law than probably any other lawyer in the

state. He was much of a2 gentlemen, kind, gentle and patient. He

was

especially kind to the poor and ignorant. Many times I have

seen him let prisoners go on their own bond just so they could //)

be with their families for Christmas - mostly whiskey runners aﬂa

distillers - he knew they would appear in court and the Judge

would probably put them on probation. Mr. Sprott was a great man

and
I've

muni

sket

coir

had th2 respect of every member of the local Bar and many times
> Seen Judges and other lawyers call him in on questions of

cipal law. When he passed away he left no sons or daughters.

REUBEN H. WRIGHT:
3
The last lawyer that I will mention in{;hesg>"t5umbnail

Ches", |is Reuben H., Wright, "of whom", to use a phrase

'ed by Henry Vance, "there is no whomer". In my estimation

he was the best all around lawyer at the Bar when I came on

the

Scene, and he was still the best years later, at the time

=1 5e {;'-
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sf his death.

1 feel about him like Senator Sam Erving said about the

jeath of Senator Jim Allen of Alabama:

1f I and one other were the only two people left fighping
the battle of Armageddon, I would want the other fellow to

Be Jim Allen standing by my side."

Truly the psalmist had Mr. Wright in mind when in the first

psalm he wrote, "and he shall be like a tree planted by rivers

of water".

When Mr. Wright walked into a courtroom he exuded strength
and confidence and demanded and received respect from lawyers and
judges alike. He never came into Court unprepared, and "locked

horns®™ with the best lawyers that the State of Alabama had to offer

and he always held his own.

e treated all his clients alike, whether rich or poor, educated
or ignorant '

e was kind and gentle with his secretaries, and was always
solicitous of the welfare of them and their families. He did
hundreds of little favors for people that no one ever heard about.
On ne occasion, after I had practiced law for several years and
dollars were hard to come by, I failed fora time to pay my law
license. 1 wés involved in a very important case and was winning
On every hand, when sudd;nly the lawyer on the other side filed
& motion to have me taken off the case, beg%hsefg.f;?led to pay

?

my license. Mr. Wright heard about it, went in and paid my

license, brought it to me and said nothing. He probably forgot

it the nNext day, but I never have forgotten it,

ir. Wright was not only a fine lawyer, but was very public

~16-
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spirited. He was almost single handedly responsible for the bridge
across the Warrior River, which bears the name of Woolsey Finnell.
H; worked hard day and night for improvements of the roads and the
river. He was a long time member of the City School Board and
breathed the breath of life into this Board. Ke was farsighted
enough to cause the Board to buy land . where Central High School
East is located and when land could be bought at a reasonable
price. He foresaw the Supreme Court's decision concerning equal
but [separate facilities and caused Druid High Schecol to be built
accdrding to the exact specifications of Tuscaloosa High School.
He wrote the Bill which was introduced and passed, creating
the lnew Druid City Hospital, in which a non-political board was
set lup to run it.

Mr. Wright was interested in politics all of his life, but
always for the other fellow, until one.day, like a thunderbolt
out |of a clear sky, he.was appointed Circuit Juage, a position
he heldiwith great honor and distinction until his death.
Although there are no buildings, bridges, or highways named
in his honor, there should be, and there are no monuments erected
to his memory, and there should be. He left two mounments that
will do him honor and credit for many years to come; a son, George
S. k;ight, a distinguished lawyer and now Judge of the Bankruptcy

Court, and a daughter, Camille Wright Cook, a distinguished law-
) A ! -’n‘ _ly
Yer| and now Associate Dean of the Universifii f Alabama Law School.
2 P

i

Mr, Wright would not have asked for anything more.

-17-
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No thumbnail biographical sketch concerning the Bar of

would be complete, and certinaly I would be derelict in my
1ties and appreciation without mentiéning four of the finest
1 secretaries, who ever lived. Of course, Mrs. Annie Belle
son worked for the firm of Foster, Rice and Foster. She

there when I came and she remained there until long past the

age of retirement.

Miss Lucy Barnes was the secretary to the firm of Harwood

and McQueen, and so far as I know, that was the only job she ever

had.

She knew as much about their business as they did. She

was down the hall from me, about three doors, and helped me a

grea
docu
ther
her
" and

two

I be
by t
the
lot
late

afte

t deal by furnishing me with forms for various kinds of
ments, which she could find at a moment's notice. Shé worked
e literally "all her life", and now lives in retirement at
old home place in QOrdo. I owe her a deep debt of gratitufe
I shall nover forget her. She helped to train-Bob Harwood and
of the McQueen-boys and she did a good job on ail three.

The third member was Miss Catherine Secale, who at the time
gan practicing law, was an unmarried lady and was employed

he firm of deGraffenried and Foster. Since she was across
hall from me in the First National Bank Building, she did a
of free work for me, for which I am deeply grateful. She

I married Melvin Thomas and she and Me1v~n aqs Stlll together

T many years. They are the parents j;one q;pgﬁzer. "Miss.

Catherine™, as I always called her, was later employed by H.A,
and D.K, Jones, and was employed by Charlie Gross, at.the time
of his death,

The fourth lady that I care to mention spent her entire lijife

=18~
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gyorking for Reuben Wright and so far as I know that was the only

job| she ever had. She was Miss Jeanectta Jeffrey, and was known

und| admired by every member of the Tuscaloosa Bar. She was good
to Mr. Wright, and she was good to the public and all in all she

was|a very fine secretary.

when I graduated, as I said, in 1926, the mayor of Northport
was| Hyde Shepherd. The City Commission of Tuscaloosa consisted
of Norfleet Harris, Luther Davis and Hugh Prince. The Chief of
Police for Tuscaloosa was A.L. McDuff and the Chief of the Fire
Department was the féther of Justice Sam Beatty, Mr. Eugene C.
Beatty.

The Governor of Alabama was Bill Brandon, from Tuscaloosa.
The Suéerintendent of Bryce Hospital was Dr. W.D. Partlow. The
President of the University of Alabama was Dr. George H. Denny.
The localheroes from the Crimson Tide, who had just won their
first Rose Bowl game, énd under Coach Wallace Wade, were Johnny
Mack Brown, "The Dothan Antclope", the son-in-law of Judge Henry
Fostér, Wu Winslett, and Grant Gillis.,

The Circuit Judge was the Honorable Henry Bacon Foster.

The| Probate Judge was Woolsey Finnell. The Sheriff of Tuscaloosa
County was either Bud Kyle or Foster King. The pastor of the First
Baptist Church was Dr. L O. Dawson. Tne pastor of the First
p“'eSbYteman Church was Dr. Charles Morgan Boyd. Local trans-

f’a =T,
» pPorration consisted of trolley cars, otherz}se ;eferted to as

i

.-:55 ; 3
fet cars, running from various pointsig 2 uiﬁ71°°sa to Holt.

&tr

The|'superintendent for Tuscaloosa City Schools washDr- John M,

Burfiett and the superintendent for Tuscaloosa County Schools

¥a5|Lr.p.L. Smith. The dean of the Law School was, Dean A.J. Farrah,

=G




0 AL | 19 ;

..
s

who taught me constitutional and contract law, and who on many

occasions stated, o

srThe law is a jealous mistress"

and further,

A

w1f you look after your law practice, your law practice S

ook after you."

L A i

THe Chairman of the Tuscaloosa County Democratic Executive Commi~
ttee was Richard Foster and the secretary to the Cgmmitte was

the Honorable S.D. McGee, who was also the tax collector. The

gax Assessor was George D. Johnston.

Buck Oliver frcm Tuscaloosa was Congressman. James C. Brown
the Register in Chancery and his brother, Pelham Brown, did
ihe work.

“The president of the First National Bank was Frank Moody. The .
sident of Merchants Bank and Trust Company was Charlie Verner,
the president of, what was.then City National Bank, was R.H.
Co hrané. The manager of Alabama Power Company was Tom Beauchamp

the manager of the Telephone Company was Ben Cabell.
Some of the more prominent physicians were, Dr. Alston Haxwell,

Dr.| Maxwell Moody, Dr. J.E. Shirley, Dr. Harvey B. Searcy, who

AL _ . ‘
Throat doctor in the south, at that time. Dr. Grover Shamblin

died;fa ently, he < i
3-(5“4 ’g' peT e b N

X % ?'
a,gf ﬁéﬁ:y 6ode had
STEARTS
"ngo 85"\: Dr.

Just reaching his prominence, and when
just passed his ninetieth birthday.
come’uponthe scene, Dr. Sam Bealle,

Patton, who is the father of the local Dr. Bebo Patton,

last in my memory, but certainly not by any means least, Dr.

Hardin, who for many ycars was coroner herc.

<20



“paron Miller was the owner/operatcr of the Bine T
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That was the year Hugo Black was €lecteq ¢
- the L‘ngm .

Senate, Charlie McCall was elected as Attorney Ge
Graves was elected as Governor of Alabama,
three were elected on the Ku Klux Klan ticker,

In the words of Walter Cronkite, "and thzes
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Bob Harwood

John Pearson

- J.|Manly Foster
Fleetwood Rice
Richard (Dick) Foster
BernérdAHarwood
John McQueen

H.A, Jones

\0

D.X., Jones

To$ wWard, Sr.
11. Robison Brown
12, Edgar Clarkson
13. Clifton Penick
14. E.L. Dcdson

15. John R. Bealle
16. Liston Bell

17. Spencer Pearson :
18. R.C. (Red) Price : : € ot
19. W. [Charlie Warren ;
20. Gordon Madison ‘ : £ '{
21. Reuben H. Wright 1
22, Jim Rice i

23. William Adams

24, Festus Ferdinand Windham
25. Adrjian Vandebraaf}q

26. Edward deGraffenried

27. W.3. (Bill)) Pester

28. Herbert Findley

29. Lejgh,Clark

30. ﬁgﬁtféfhéston

¥
S

31. Frank Livingston
321 WITI Smith
33. Sam|Henry Sprott

?
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TUSCALOOSA B. C. C
(Before Country Clubs)

From time to time, the writér is asked to write down some of the facts
recalls or has knowledge of regarding the life style and the entertainment
ch was available to the people of Tuscaloosa in the early 1900's. Naturally,
thing T write will be sased on observations made by me as a small boy and
facts qhich ﬁéve been conveyed to me by conversations with those somewhat
er than T am.

There has been called to my attention the fact_that while some historians

re recorded various events in the history of the City, the social life and

avTilable entertainment has been somewhat neglected, so the facts to be ex—

ssed in |this article must be recognized as the way it was seen and heard by

writer land could be captioned TUSCALOOSA B. C. C. — "Tuscaloosa Before

ntry Clubs." 5 ' ' S

" to

Norx

son
era
Tus
now

and

of

wer

Entertainment most always involved travel and for the purpose of getting

e idea of how Tuscaloosans traveled in those days before the Country Club

, I might remind you that the transportation of the people in and out of

caloosa-was chiefly by rail. The Alabama Great Southern R;ilroad which is

1 called the Southern and the M&0 which is now called the Gulf Illinois Central
the L&N Railroad provided the most frequent and dependable transportation

and out of Tuscaloosa. The MclLester Hotel operated a bus for the transfer

passengers between the railroad stationms. %

Perhaps some remarks about the old McLester Hotel would be appropriate

hexe. Accofding to my earliest recollegtioh, the hotel’ was located on the

thwest Corner of the intersection of Greensboro Avenue and 6th Street. The

hotel building faced east and it was about four stories high. I think there

| .
e approximately 160 rooms.
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The E.N.C. Snow family owned the hotel building and Mr. Henry Snow was
manager.. Mr. E.N.C Snow operaped a retail shoe store in the north section
the ground floor.

Mr. Henry Snow employed only colored men as waiters in the dining room
the hotel and he had a shower room back of the main hotel building and he
uired these waiters to take a shower before they put on their uniforms they
e while serving meals.

Mr. Henry Snow died when I was about 10 or 12 years of age and Mr. Lester
w, who was a lawyer, took over the operation with Mr. J. A. Gilder as the
ager. My brother, Spencer J. Pearson, was associated with Mr. Lester Snow
the practice of law. Mr. Henry Snow married Miss Abbie Searcy who was the
her of Mrs. Leslie Dee and Mr. Henry Snow who served with the FBI many years
. He also was the father of Dr. James Snow of this city. Mr. Lester Snow
ried Miss Mary Nuzum, the mother of McLester Snow who, I believe, lives in
near Mobile, Alabama. I still have a very warm spot in my heart for Mrs.
.C. Snow who lived on the block where the court house now stands. I de-
ered newspapers to Mrs. Snow who very often would leave a plate of cake on
door step for me - that still is a very effective way to evoke the loée
admiration of a boy.

While on the subject of hotels, I must mention the old Washiqgton Hotel
ch stood on the Southwest Corner of the intersection of Broad Street and 22nd
nue. This was a three story, brick structure and I recall more about the
olition of the building tﬁan about the appearance. I do not know who
rated this hotel but I think it was ownea by the Moody family and perhaps
operated or managed by a Mr. Purser who married a sister of Mr. Frank Moody,
grandfather of Frank M. Moody, the Chairman of the Board of Directors of

|
First National Bank. I do recall that many years after the demolition
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the hotel, the home of Mrs. Purser, which was located on the Southcast
ner of the intersection of 7th Street and 22nd Avenue, I found an old

hington Hotel Register which indicated that Sam Sprott was there for dinner

a certain date; that F. G. Blair was a guest for dinner on a certain day,
1 failed to take this register and preserve it and I have always regretted

much information might have been gleaned from it.

Some of us can remember the Tuscaloosa Belt Railway which was the proud

ey and possessor of the "dummy", a steam powered locomotive which pulled

1 cars which encircled this City, and finally was extended out as far as

2rview and Holt. Mr. Marvin Copeland, the father of Olmstéad Copeland and
7in Copeland, Jr., had some official connection with the Belt Railway but
» not know what his connection was. This railway was later electrified by
Ross before the Alabama Power Company bought it, but the automobile dealt

tal blow to the electric cars. So, transportation has been part of the

" scene for many years as imperfect as it may have been.

- e

I cannot recall horse-drawn or mule-drawn vehicles but I do remember

that the cars which were drawn by the animals were parked in an old vacant ‘lot

located between 8th and 9th Streets on the west side of 14th Avenue. I was

toldl by Mr. George Johnston, Tax Assessor for many years, that these horse-

"drawn cars ran on wooden tracks and from the barn where they were parked, a

track extended along 8th Street west to Greensboro Avenue, and then north to

Broad Street. g

did

The cars referred to were parked and as children we played on them, but

not know exactly why they were there. Most everybody knows that former

Governor W. W. Brandon was a driver of a mule car before he became a legislator

and

|
then the governor.
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Most| people ownea horses and carriages which were prized possessions

and status symbols much as nutomobiles came to be status symbols after the
horse and buggy days. Mrs. M. T. Jemison owned and operated an electric car

which was powered by batteries. With transportation there were many opportunities
for| entertainment. I think that fact is still true énd the average youngster
today will agree that transportation is a "must."

Today, there are three or more céuntry clubs in Tuscaloosa and it might

first seem that life was dull with nothing to do before they were organized,
Let's think of entertainment in the early 1900's here iﬁ Tuscaloosa.

True, there were no parks, as such, but a number of clubs furnished and

proyided entertainment among which was the "Barge.'" This barge was a houseboat
that was owned by a group of people and which was parked on the north side of

the |river about opposite where the government shops are now located on 2lst

Ave ue. This barge was anchored in a shady place on the north side of the
river and the members or owners and their friends would go to the Barge which
had |an enclosure or pen of a kind where the youngsters could swim and ;5; be
in danger of drowning. Most of the swimming of the adults was done in the-
river. The barge was used for changing into bathing suits.

It was necessary to cross the river to the.barge from 21st Avenue in a
- skifif and Mr|. Jim Fitts and John Donoha, both of whom were connected with

the |[City Natlional Bank, one day wanted to leave the barge. .They got Aamiral
""Cat" Brown and me to go with them in the skiff to the south bank of the river
so we could return the skiff back to the barge. We did this, but we were
losing ground and the boat was drifting toward the dam when a man from a
government dredge boat came in a skiff and rescued us before we got too much

into the force of the downstream and over the dam. It could have been fatal

had lour skiff gone over the dam.
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In the vicinity of the "Barge" on the north side of the river was
cers Mill Creek. The water was ‘clear, clean and cool and finally this
became more popular than the barge. Automobiles were growing in number
people could drive almost to the diving board in their cars and, of course,
were not going to row across the river to get to the barge.

Another activity which was only little appreciated by most of the, people
y age in those days was the '"Chataqua." This consisted of lectures and
tal events and plays held on the University cémpus under ca;vas. I can
L1 having attended one or two of these performances which were not very
ting entertainment for a boy my age. Needless to say, we avoided these
rams which were often based on Shakespere's works such as "Taming a Shrew."
There were also annual performances by a traveling show called W. I.

1 - they produced "“shoot 'em ups" and mystery murders - and my recollection

is that they had two or three different programs each week. The last perfor-

mance I recall was under a tent located on 5th Street between 26th and 27th

Avenues, and, of course, they were highly entertaining. The young peoﬁié were

~

especially anxious to get to the W. I. Swain shows on Friday night as they .

always had a drawing and gave away prizes.

fair"

An event that came along occasionally was the "street fair." The "street

was held in the middle of the street as the phrase implies. I know on

one occasion the tents and other properties of the fair -extended from the

intersection |[0of Greensboro Avenue and Broad Street to 6th or 7th Street. Can

.

you

imagine the "high diver" and the merry-go-round in the,ﬁ@ddle of the street?

It just simply couldn't happen now. I also recall a street fair that was held

on 23 Avenue between Broad Street and 6th Street, and, of course, these per-

formances of all kinds and types were most entertaining and thrilling, especially

to the youth of the city. There were many "educational"” events such as the

Mdance of the seven veils."
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A place of amusement not often mentioned and really known to but few
t this late day was the "Airdrome" so named because there was no roof on the
ite. This was a silent movie house and the patrons sat under the stars on
ery crude benches and not only saw the cowboy and Indian fights but were also
ubjected to continuous flickering of ligﬂts and clicking of the motion picture

achines.| This was located on Broad Street at the intersection of 22nd Avenue

which location is now occupied by Perry Creamery Company. The show was operated

y Joe Saks, who operated a store where Pizitz .-~ is now, and I think Mr.

. C. Simpson, both of whom are now deceased. Mr. Simpson owned and operated
laundry| and dry cleaning business; also, a bill board advertising business.

Another place of amusement must be included in this. It was the Skating
ink on the property south of 10th Street and east of 10th Avenuc which is now
wned by the University of Alabama and is the location of a public. school.

The Skating Rink was operated by Sage Monnish, the son of Mr. F. W.

Monnish who was a real esﬁate developer and who owned most of the stock in the
E%st End Realty Company and the Tuscaloosa Coal Iron and Lard Company.” This
skating rink was "way out" from town but it Qas accessable by the old 'Dummy"
which was jowned by Mr.'Monnish and his associates. The site of the rink was

low and much water accumulated on it when it rained. I am told the water

: sometimes [froze in winter and permitted ice skating. As skating became less

popular, it was used as a dance hall and some of the University of Alabama

X

fraternity dances were held at the rink. I skated some there but never did

s -

dance.

One| place of amusement which was not very long-lived was a dance club

operated by Eugene McCarty on the top floor of the Alston Building. Gene was

dance teacher and also operated a taxi business. The top floor was very

ornate but his venture did not last long.
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At onc time there was a movie show in the building occupied by Kress

and then by Black-Friedman and Winston on the west side of Greensboro Avenue

at Broad and Bth Streets, This show was operated by Simon Mayer and Dave Cypress.
Dave was a singer and Simon a comedian. I do not recall that they put on an

act as a team but they performed separately. Another movie was in the Old City
Hall on the corner of 6th Street ami'Greensboro. It was just south of tﬁe Bama
Theatre as it is located today.

.For a town the size of Tuscaloosa, the circus was a big.day. I can recall
hat a great privilege it was and how much excitemént there was attached to
atching| the circus unload. The last one I saw unload was moved from the rail-
oad cars for its performance to a field in what is known as Cherokee Plaza
hich is now cut through by 9th Street. It was west of M&0 railroad track and
n that section which is south of the area known as 9th street and the viaduct
nd north of 15th Street. This was a large Ringland Brothers ciréus. I think
he traveling manager of it was a Rotarian in his home community. He entertained
he members of the Rotary Ciub for dinner and this circus and the event'seems
o me worth relating.

The tableware, food, and service was certainly above and beyond our
pectations. The finest imported china and elaborate table cloths were used.
ndsome silver knives and forks and all the gervices that accompany a real
al and a real fashionable dining room were used to serve the delicious food.

\
is circus dinner was greatly enjoyed by the Rotarians with a great deal of

rprise.
Another source of entertainment which should be remembered by a great
ny, is the shows that were given in the old "FElks Theatre" which is now the

Alita Apartments at the corner of 6th Street and 22nd Avenue. These traveling

shows would make a one night stand and they had some very fine shows which
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performed| here. Among them was the show of "Irene." Another was "St. Elmore."

Colored minstrels were very popular. They also had the great civil war movie,
"Birth of A Nation", and many, many other plays and shows which were unusual
for a town the size of Tuscaloosa. A Mr. J. P. Melvin operated the theatre.

Then another source of entertainment was the fair ground which was located

in what is known as Capstone area in those days. Of course, there were "free

acts," gambling devices, ferris wheels and on one occasion, a fellow tried to

"take off'" in a small plane which hit a fence. Associations, business houses,
and other organizations displayed their products and Qere awarded ribbons. I
remember very distinctly that many churches had booths where they sold food at
the fair. | I think hamburgers were first introduced at the fairs.

Many parties, dances, and dinners were held in private homes. These
affairs were described in detail by Mr. Tom Garner and Mr. W. A. Collier in

the local newspapers.

-In additioﬁ to the public entertainment which we all came to enjoy and
lopk forward to were the more private and club affairs. Of course, we'ﬁ{ght

think of the clubs which provided mosf of this entertainment as the "cream". or
"jet-set" of society of that day. There were several clubs - one of which was

the Midnight Sons, the other was the LTF's and Emerald Club, all of which held

.one or more dances each year and especially did they entertain at the time of

2

the annual |commencement at the University of Alabama. -
The clubs known as "Midnight Sons" were composed of the men who were
leaders in the community. I can recall only the following and cannot tell
exactly which club they were members of. »

Charlles Flinn, officer of the old Merchants Bank and Trust Company which
operated where Louis Wiesel Company operated on Broad Street, lived on Broad

Strieet (now University Boulevard). His hpuse was where the City Bank Building

is now located.
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Alonza Hill was another member who worked in a local bank and he lived
with his sisters in the house on Broad Street Mr. Flinn latev lived in.

Mr. Jim Fitts was connccted with the City Nationmal Bank when I first
knew him. He later was associated with Mr. Britt Turner in the lumber business
and he later was agent for Standard 0il Company. His father was Festus Fitts
who moved to Chicago and was quite successful as a lawyer. Miss Annie Lee
Fitts, sister of Mr. Jim was a beautiful, and gracious lady who lived with her
mother in the boarding house operated by Mrs. Annie Buck. This'house was on
the north side of Broad Street just across the stréét from the Flynn home.

These clubs, in my opinion, should not be completely obliterated from
the memory of people here in Tuscaloosa because they were patronized by the
very best people. They added to the_cul;ure and life in Tuscaloosa. These
clubs held their dances in places they rented such as>one located above Adrian's
Store on|Broad Street. Ancther one was a ballroom in the old Cigvaall Building
which stood where the Bama Theatre now stands. I recall that the Sigma Nu
fraternity had a dance hall over on the north side of Broad Street about
opposite what is the City Hall now. They had a nice hardwood floor there and

it was well decorated and was used quite frequently as a night spot. Clubs and
E%aternitiés had dances at different parts of the city and also various other
clubs. One of the spots that was used a great deal was over 'May's Place."
.May‘s Place was a confectionary and above if was a dance hall where the Morgenthau
\

Band performed and dances were held here every Saturday nite and an admission
#as charged to pay the orchestra. This place where May's was located is now
occupied by Grant's Store on Broad Street.

Restaurants, except the dining room of the McLester Hotel, had a tough

time existing. However, boarding houses were fairly successful. I have already

mentioned Mrs. Buck's house on Broad Street in the block where the South Central
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is now located. Then, just across the street on the southwest corner of the

intersection of Broad Street and 19th Avenue, Mrs. T. N. Hays operated a

boarding place which was taken over by Mrs. Sloss who operated there until a
gas station waé located there. Mrs. Sloss then moved to the basement of the
old Y.W.C.A. which was located next to and west of the "Phoenix" House. The

food was served in the swimming pool of the Y.M.C.A. It was a most atﬁraétive

and unusual place and it was so arranged that dances could be held in connection

with the dining room. The food Mrs. Sloss served was superb and the best

people patronized the place for many years until Mrs. Sloss gave it up and

moved closer to the University. Her daughter, Mary Sloss Neilson, resides

here now and is very successful in the real estate business.

The old McLester Hotel was also a gatheriﬁg place for visitors and for

local society. I can recall how peoplé would come here from Liyiggston, Eutaw,

ickens County, and down around Bibb County, and spend almost a week during

ommencenent. They were entertained royally by the McLester people and they

njoyed having tﬁeir friends who were in college and who lived here in’'Tuscaloosa.
It should never be forgotten that these people who celebrated the

ommencement at the University did so in many ways, but oﬁe of the ways that

tood out| in my mind was the use of.carriages which were somewhat like these

arriages|used in the parades of royalty in England. The passengers in the

carriage faced each other and the driver of the carriage was elevated, sitting

: \,
front of the passenger. The University students would rent these carriages

e

and use them for a whole week during commencement and they would go in groups
call on their lady friends and often times would have their ladies in the
coaches with them as-they rode over the City and enjoyed the celebration of .
their gradudti;n. During commencement week Mr. Julian Ennis of Livingston madé
his headquarters at the old MclLester where he regaled his friends with a top-

griade Sumtef,County white lightning.



wil] s

Mr. John G. Hanly opcrated a livery stable on 6th Street between 22nd
and 23rd Avenues about where the D;uid Furniture store is now located. He
rented these carfiages and furnished a driver and the horses for $10.00 per
week, so I am told. Mr. Hanly was married to a Miss Countess, a sister of

Mrs. M. R. (Beatrice Countess) Ormond, and Miss Sula Countess, both of whom
live here now.

To end up this rather awkward regume, I think it might well be remembered
that all the drug stores in Tuscaloosa operated soda fountains, and they were
gathering places in the early evening for the "drug store cowboys." They

would sell ice cream and soft drinks which we served to the customers at
marble-top tables generally in or near the center part of the drﬁg store. Dr.
Bingham operated a store in the McLester Hotel building. Dr. Alstin Fitts

operated one on the north side of Broad Street along about where the Dyer Shop

.

is now. Davis-Leach starQed out with a drug store just a little bit east of

the Top Dollaf Store on 6th Street. Then,bavis—Leach moved into the Alston

Building where the H&W store is now located. It was moved to the norgh;ast

corner of Greensboro and 6th Street, then. to City Hall building.

Mr. Harry McGahee operated a drug store on Broad Street where Harco is

now operated and.Mr. Roy Faucett operated a drug store just about two doors

" east of the Central or McGahee drug store.

These places and these people that I have mentioned. all contributed a

great de%l to the social life of Tuscaloosa, and, honestly, the social life

here was| really more in evidence than it was in most small towns that did not

hﬁde the‘University to bring life and spirit into the community.

‘In the early days of football at the University, the games were played
|

on the campus about where the Denny Chimes are now located. The games were

held in a spot which was surrounded by canvas. These canvas curtains could be
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folded up when they were not in use. The celebration took plaée after the
game had Qeen won and it was a reguiar procedure to have all the students take
pIrt in a night-shirt parade. These boys would come from the Universiéy campus
along University Avenue with continuous yelling and loud talk and finally

would par;de through the moving picture shows causing quite a good deal of
disturbance but at the same time they had the plaudits of the audiences in the
picture shows.

The first golf course I recall was located ju;t south of the Evergreen
Cemetery extending from the cemetery to the Southern failroad tracks. This
sport was not very popular at that time and the next I knew of golfing was a

c$urse owned by Mrs. R. P. Prowell which was located where Guilds Woods is now

located.

. Mr., J. R. Stallworth operated a swimming pool and daﬁce hall at Riverview

1L the 19%0'3 and this was favorite for young Tuscaloosans to enjoy swimming

bIth a poJl and in the river. This pool was reached by the old "Dummy" and

later by electric cars. Later, Mr. Stallworth operated an amusement paik and

" swimming pool at the foot of River Hill on the west side of Greensboro Avenue
under where the new bridge now is located.

It might be of interest to note here that the first taxi business in

Tuscaloosa was owned by John G. Wright, a colored barber, who operated a very
fine barber shop in a ground floor building on 6th Street forming a part of

the Alston Building. The taxis were Fords and the driver was separated from
the passeﬁgeré—id.thes; taxis. Bne of these drivers was a very fat colored man

whose name was Tom Kemp and Tom was very handy in helping people get where they

wanted to go.
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Memoirs of John Little III

John Little III was born in Tuscaloosa, Alabama, in 187l, the
eldest |son of |John Little II (1841-1919) and Amanda Melvina Harris
Little | (1814);-1918), who had married in 1872 in the Harris home, now
The University Club. His brothers were Richard Harris Little (1876~
192l;), |Tuscaloosa newspaperman and business man, and Robert Irving
Little | (1881-1967), Professor of Romance Languages at The University
of Alabama., | )

John LitEle III graduated from The University of Alabame in 1893
and from the Presbyterian theological seminary in Kentucky in 1899.
He was ordained in the ministry by the Presbytery of Louisville, Ky.,
in 1899. He was founder and superintendent of the Presbyterian
missions for blacks in Louisville; he died there about 1950.

\
"Grandpa |Little" was John Little, born in Scotland in 1800, who
came to Tuscaloosa from North Carolina in 1835 and married Barbara
Kerr, a membeg of & Scottish family that arrived here in the late
1820's., He established a drug store that operated more than fifty
years; he died in 1886. His wife was & noted school teacher.

John Little II was a physician, banker and business man in
Tuscaloosa. One brother, Dr. George Little (1838-192%) was a
geologist, and a second brother, James Little (184;3-1692), continued
the drug storq till his death.

[
The famiiy home was on the northeast corner of Greensboro Avenue
and Seventh Street, later the site of the Diamond Theater for many
years and now occupied by & law office. They later moved to a house
on the southeqSt corner of Ninth Street and Twenty-Third Avenue, on
the same block as the old Stafford School. The Stafford Hotel was
built there about 1956, but Dr. Robert Irving Little lived in the
house until his death in 1967. . :

John Lit?le IITI wrote these memoirs in the 1940's at the urging
of Dr. |Irving |Little. - The map on page 11 to which he refers
aprarently was never completed nor did he complete memoirs of his
vears at the ?hiversity.

Dr. David Nelson

DN39829
DAVID D NELSON DMD
600 UNIVERSITY BLVD E STE B4
TUSCALOOSA AL 35401-2066
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4+« The firet thing thet crmes ko 1y 2" ' mbont the clA home on Treenchtnrn was
that a dray cmme up to tho eide fonce a1 brought a lomd or white =and and thn
driver thr-w 1% o7rr the paling fonces ' sre wore two large chirsberry trces in
the eide yard and they shaded the sand pile.

The fence mlong ssventh strest ha’ =ide prlings buk thr fence in fronkt
of the house had prlirrs ebowt an inch mzd A quarter rguare. The front porch
ras just two steps hich and there wac a large stone, to step dovm on ag ycu wont
to the ¢ote. There weore iron ecrapers on each end to use in getting mud o!f
your feet ‘
\
There wre a +ery large oak tree in {ront of the hcuse a 1ittle north of
__the gote and a cedsr post nenr it with a ring in the side for hitching horees.
Uncle Rorfleet rode horseback fram the plantation on & roan mare namsd Katise
end she was the only horse I remember being tled to the pest,

The houss had & hall and two rooms on each side and & wing on the South
slde with two udditioml roans, The parler waes on the right, then the dining
roan, the'in Grandpa's roan and Unole Jimnie's, Mema's room was on the left and
then the roum that Richard and I slept in--an L sheped back porch--at first

Pichard and I alept in a trundle bed in Mamsfe roam,

In the back yerd, mbout ten feet from the end of the porch on the Forth,
vas a twcnl story frame b+ilding, the first floor of which was the kitchen ani a
Negro man, (I think named Jos Little) slept upstairs, )

"The Cently housa" etood in the yard North of our home, It war farther
back from Gresnsboro than our residence and the front yard had ssv-rnl floster
bede with brick bpordersj the brics were put in slanting so ons cor:er stoodl
out, "'h f.‘lmrl‘ I renember wore portulamea, phlox, verbent and tonch=me-nots
or balsa;rr The pdds would pop open if pressed when the s=ads were ripe.

In the svmmer time a tin tub of well-water was set out in the teck paré
of the friont yard to get warm in the sun for our afternoon bath. e were givcn
a bath Just before supper and put on a shirt waist and linen pants,

Cousin #ery Irving had the North rocm of the Cantly house as her bedroanm,
& long nerrow roams Back of it wns. a store rocms The South front roam hed long
benches in it and she taught school, I remember only one incident. She presced
& lead pencil in my cheek and sald, "Great stupe{" I em not sure of the ncmes
of any pupile. It seems vague that--Howard Horner and Jchn Snow and a sistor
of his-=%d Pouke and the sone of Josh Mlnncmen and Chris Hensman--1 think tha
boys had the smme name es their fathers..

‘ _
Thers are two or thres events in which Richerd wms involveds There wos
2 large mulberry tree in the back yard. OJne Eunday morning we were nt hons and
he olimbed this tree mnd fell out and his temple hit on e four prorgrd rake end
he got up with the prongs sticking in his heads I pulled the reke from his heed
end went running up Greensbtoro to the church to tell Papa. The story ends hore.
I do not membor‘ Papa ocoming or what they did for " im.
The vmter bucket wns on n thelf m tho beck porch bet-een the dining rom
door end | Grandpa's door. X% wmr w9 Ligh we oould not reech it without standing
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in e chair, Picherd oclimted or & chalr a2d reached a bottls of turpentiun
thet luheons had left on the :“2lf, ¥- Surned 4t up to his mouth sud took n
gwellowe It tock his tremth--he lay gaeringe Mema eald, "Go et your Fape.”

I tore kut of tho gate to the Cantly Vsuse and to the drug store or the bani:--
scnch the_ban# ic vormeoted with this, Arain the story ends. I don't reaea-
ber P:;L's ooming or what they did for Pichards The terrcr of seeing him hurt

is what improns?d»me-

Crandpe Little had his oom vay of doing thinms. W2 had an aleohcl stove
and made coffee| in his room. Onoe Richard turned a pot of bolling water, that
vwas on this elcohol burrer, ovor on himself. I remomter eceing his arm wrapped

in vanﬂllno und;cotton.

(irandpa wokked the garden which was back of the Cantly house. He had =21l
kinds of toclss It wrs one of his pet rakes thet Richard fell on. There wss
plenty of manure from one or mare cows and he hed = colcred man haul it and
spread (it all over the gerdens I remember potetocs were plantsd early in desp
rows filled with leaves. He epent a great deal of time worlking the vegetables,
He gavz‘me e little plot and I he? radishes, onione, and dwarf poas.

4

Crandpe got up very early inm the morning and went to the market house to
get me#t to bo poocked for breakfast. e frequontly had steelk for breakfast. I
remember the ngvy on grits and corn muffinse I romember him eeying you had to
go early to get| the best mest and frequently he would get, "e nickel's worth of
liver"~-enough for the whols family--occameionally breins, The first butcher I
remember wns & Mr, Morgan., There were two stnlls, one on each side of the markot
houss,| Emch man would close up the marvet aftor dinner time., Lete in the after-
noon they would, each men, kill a beef==bring it to the marlket house aboul five
o'clock in the morning and begin cutting it upe lMutton was only occesionally
nvmila?le, porﬁ only in the winter tims, There wns no ice so the meat had %o
be diepossd of the day aftor it res killeds Many a time I hnve secen a emall
drove of cattle some farmer had brought to town staunding in the street in front
of the market house, The owner would try to sell to the two butchers and it
would froquentﬂy talke severnl hours to close the deal, b
There wee & brick house in the back yard about fifteen feet from Uncle
Jimmiels roome | It wes called the Smoke House but vac used only as a tool
houss and for Joal and woods I think they used wood for the kitchen stove. I
cannot| remember the coo%ss I have m vmgue idea of hor neme as Susan Ballard.
A girl,Pinkie Tellard, washed our fort and tock oare of Cousin Mary's room. Pink
worked| for us after we moved to the present house.

|

I remembor Crandpa inaistod on hevingz hie dinner et twelve o'clock hefore
the rest of ‘the family, The cook served him and I remembar the fare as hosonke,
corn prnes, turnip greens and buttermiik, .

[

I cannot remember much about the family meals. It scems to me Mama wes
in bed pert of the tims when I was very small and Cousin lary presided at the
table, ‘

e other | thing happoned only once, At Christmss (I think Cousin Mary)

enyh aumeone‘made & bif bowl of espy nog on the dining roem table. I did not
get any but I #hink I licked ths spoon end wns told it was not for children.
This is very nguu and 1 only remomber it once.
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We had very lit*le cecnpany. Tho pirlor vms seldan used, Uncle lior{lset
camo up once riding horselrcl an his ronn nmare Yetle. Uncle George and his
femily visitod us onee and slapt in the Cantly Heuse, Marzaret was not yeot
born. Snry, Pan and Georre--The only t'ing about that I enn remambor is Unele

Cenrpe's lining vp the four boys in the schocl room and lacturing ue efter we
four had had & firhbe (s +faga; folm ]
[ ‘

Uncle George took us all down to tha river to try to learn to swim.

Thare wes & coverad bridge going over to NHorthport, Under it wore firh treps
run by Mre Sugzs who lived in a frame house on the ripht side as you enterod the
bridea and pollaeted toll,

There wore ifla'.: ledcen ol rock et the edre of the river under the bridge
end it meds & nice elean pleces to dress and to lesve your clothee when you went
in ewimming., Hj bathing suits were used. After that I remember Papa taking us
down to the river freqiently in the afterncon, The people of the town wont down
in the efterncen to swinm,

Bagk of the smokehoues waa the cow lot. A half barrell stood at the fence
end was|filled with water from th’%we + Thawoll rops wne long enough to allow
enyons to empty @ bucket of water, #¥0 ti{s wooden drinking +ub,

The atable was two stories hizh with a shed mlong the sids nearest the
housee |In the 4ummer Papan would buy wegon loads of hay and have the loft filled,

The first cow was & whitc,hesded m=diy cuw.%d e very largr bag and gave
a great| demnl of milk, The milk wes poured in lerge pans ahout four inches deep
end put|in a tub of cold water that sat by the well which was betwsoan the emoke-
house and kitchen, I think the cook churned evrry dny on the bac* porche All
the family drank buttermilks The old cow wms named Jane. Bhe wns turned out in
tho strest every day. She brought & celf every yesar and one of her daughters
wesg very much li‘.ke her and elso became a rood milker,

[ .

G:Indpa supervised o lot on the next block easts. He took a crcat interest
in lucern (alfslfa) which he grew in this lot for tho cows. ' It made excellent
hay and| I think & wheél barrow load was cut every day for the cows, '

Mr, Mat Thomas wms a big fat man and had a desk in the back part of the
drug store. Papa used to hire frem him a tim seated vehicle, a surry without e
top as I romember, and take the family out driving oceasionally. bama was nover
nble to walk muchs The places I remember going were to ses the PBucks out on the
Huntsville road, They had a large flower yard, beshives on the Fest slde in
front, | Mrse. Maxwell over in Nerth Port had flowers end a large pit. They were
all very largs People, quite stout, Ida, the younrest daughter, and Charlie
wore very fat. Mama always onj-yed going to the Ryans snd thers she bought
flowerss I think the children's fevorite drive wes to Finley's 'fill. There we
could wade in the water, We sometimes drove to Cribb's Croek,; and out to see
old Mrs. Woodall at the Alabama Ineane Hospitel., She gave me a stubby eilver
spoon. (If you rwr see it I would like to have ity

Mr, Thomas slso had an "Oanibus", I think it veed to meet the trains,

At leas‘t once, perhaps other times, 'fama used ths bua for a birthdey party fov
me. 53: took some ohildren out to Finley's ifi1l bran~h erd we had céke and lomon

ald=-ng icecre ‘n those deys, I rememmber the table cloth spread on the pround
end & Prince of Wales (ake, & e cafer Ol a 1l le aotie Naedd all
el e Lo of ot Lagras gl y

.



efternoon before Irving wis borr,

tle bromm table war uced,

Tho
on the back porch
thet 11§

Moxwell,

That night I[
beck room, I oup
ried us back. I
there. |

You

(drams

Tore A ﬁew delicate baly,

B

nma had a hirthay party for Pichard
I ¢en only r menber t~o or three things eckout tts One vme
Conzin Mary Irving wme théere--porhaps Susie

remember hearing Mema tell Fapa to put me and Pichard in the
088 vwe were slesping on the trundle beds I woke up when he ecare
suppose Uncle Jimmie went for Dr. James Searoy. I kncw he wms

Mamn oconuld not nurse you end I think Rcse

Cain--gome nrae took you once or twice every deay to Mrs, Charlie Peterscn to be

nursecd,

Dre

they wer

Bot:tles were prepared,

I think Mellins Food was used,

6tillman came to the house on Suniay s.fternoon and baptised you for
e afraid you might not live.

De. ¢.- A, Jtillman - p/{.r. Mminss /{Q

There wos & very old cclored woman, Aunt Caroline, thuat used to slt in

thet low

eplit bottam chalir mnd hold you in her lap.

She evidently was not

there 'ndry long for I do not remember very much about her--only her gitting in
that cheir with #you in hsr laps

Rose Cain wL.c mixed up with the family come howe Whether she was Aunt

Carolin
Perhaps ’
west of |

daurhter or not I onnnot remsmbsr.
the was woman,

she wns
Groenabo

I think she nursed youa srme toos
Sho lived on the some stroet as the Stricklands,
o on ths way to M, & O, lepot, mnd had & boy nmmed Folix. Uama

drove by the houpo one day to see her

I

enember

time and weaking
hard candy, an a

& pocke

knife--tno tine.

anging our stockings on the mantle in Mema's room at Christmas

vey early in the mornings Thoy hed nuts in the too, some
ple, en orangs, a package of firec crackers and a Roman Candle,

The only pu’bllo celobration I cen remember was & Christrés tree in the

Courtho
the o

It wae

deﬂko 4
1ittle o
hard can
VeGowan
given to

se., Thi
on mills
& good bi
ad papsr
andles 1

d

dy and nuts.

rocitnd.‘
@ ite n‘

was prepared by lirses Sue Garnsr for the Children who worked in
I oan't ramember who took me probably Cousin lMery Irring,

g cedar trees and was on the platform in front of the Judge's

cha ins--strincs of popeorn and strings of cranberries., A few
ghted-~1ittle mech bagr--red, yellor and white, filled with
‘The children asng e few songs and I think Miss Mary
Besldes the oandy, apples, oranges, thers were some rackeages
roup of ohildren. Mrs, Sarner ns lonz as 1 can remember was

always spoken of.‘ es "a good woman" and elways oarried on en afternoon Sunday
or the u,ndorpriviloged children in the city hall or courthouss or game

Scheol f
publiec h

Id

any of the churches.

I sould
remsmber

fracery
the omme

all,

I ;never got to lmow her perscnallye~only by sights

on't renmmber ever geoing or hearing of eny Chrisimns trees or parties at

Set.
any in )

|

It wns celebrated with shooting as many firecrackers ns

Later on the familiec all he? a big Christmas dinner bub I don't

early childhood or whils we lived in the o0ld house,

A drover brought quite a tunch of nice horses to Tuscnloosa and kept them
at & livery stable, first lrept by Stokes and later by Cochrane,
is now on the site,)
r used tio ride him down Creensboro and back,
pebbles with his feet on our fremt porche.

(A wholesele
Dick was o oosl black, very fast saddle horse and
Somntimes he would throw
He wae, I think the highest priced
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horee he haed and no one would buy him al*hough he war a bsautiful sninnl. He eold
81l the rest. Dr, James fearoy bourh% r roan saddle horse~=Dick hurt his leg eame
way and he omld not ehov him offs TInne had him examined and it was cnly e flesh
weund a'd he finally gave him $175.00 fer Dick,

Weiborrmed the Somerwille rosk away until he oould order one and enployed
e man to teke care of the horse and drive lMama. The first timo he wne hitched upy
some vehicle came behind and started to pass. Dick gave & lunge and kicked up
his heels and one went through the daeh board,

#

F‘rlim that time on Mama went driving every efternoon and in the summer Papa _
would ’squently ocne end go with us. Frequently we bezged to take other children
and theT or ws \Tould sit on the floor et the bmok with cur feet on the step.

The socond surmer Dick got "stove up" and tsmed down aend I began to ride
him in the morning, I would have to report every hour. As the years went on,
Richard end I "1’“‘ plun and psach hunting end made long trips in an old buggy that
cane into the i‘ﬁmily.

Diok was always stiff end as he grew older stumbled end once or twice fell
down, hitched to the oerriage, end would scare Moma, However, he never lost his
speed would never let a horss pass him, No horse ever beat me in a race. FWhen
Dan end I were oollegs, Dnn was riding Dick eand & gypsie had a fancy little horse
end came up by Dick. He started and the gypsie put the quirt to his horse, but Dick
disappeared in & cloud of mud and I found Dan on him at the University. I was riding
Charlie| & new and excellent saddle horse, but he could not keop up with Tick even
if he wms stiff,

|

lfena'boro wes & wide wnpaved etreet with three rows of large osk trees. One
row was straipght down the middle from the Court House to the Stricl:land home. The
street Lru repatred from tims to time by dumping losds of gravel; the pebbles would
work dsLm leaving sand on top about two inchee deep. The brenches from the cak
trees formed a canopy over each iane., Somo of these tress grew to be very large-~
8% or 4 fest in dimmetor, The one in front of our gote was 4 feet at the pground.
The road was kept gravelled to a small hillthet sloped down from the Stricklands,
which was red olay,and crossed & ditch ebout where the rnilroad orosses,in winter,

wes & nT.ld holaTl'-F& M‘LM‘L&M_«’

e depot yms @ two room frame ‘building wi’ch & space partitioned off in the
oenter for the ticket agent, The I'irst one I can remember was Mr. Fred Turner.
His wifle vas n good friend of lama's, Kete Turner. They lived between the Turner
house Tx Queen City and the Donshos house on 7th Street.

S‘liar’cin up tom t‘rom%pot the first house you came to was the Drish Flece
on the rights On the left at 1Gth was & two story frame, I can't s embmber who
lived there unless it was the Herners. ’

vj1ad 2w gy H ?z,,/aw[\



Folﬁawing Groenshero beycnd Proad freete-on righ® -vs Atlanta Store owned
and operatod by B, Frescdman=-or *riedman and Loveuan., lurther on tcwerds river,
I am not sure whsther bullding sceupiad lavaer by 'reredman & Loveman vas then
standingy I oennot remembsr ite beirg Lnilt later. /e for ba~k es T can resmomber
¥r, B, Friedman had on office in it. Cousin Queen Fays borrowed moncy from him
end would go- thore to ese him,

: There wes & grocery--mcal; clde noet and uolasses-- at to of Tiver Hill.

They aleg sold whiskey, I £+ ink HLBI4¢E Gperated it. (Lnta;ﬁﬂﬁ'oparnted a
fenocy grocery on Broad Street rbout where Seeds Herdwere store vas, He also sold
whiskey thers whon I worked in Panl).

Baclkk of this store, north, was & row of legro houses., Porches on stront
level back z onA4 X 4 holding them up--some I think hwd & room under them
in gulleys

At foot of hill wms a cold spring on right and e frame teth house., Then =
brick cirole with old gas tanks There were lamp posts on some streets and wooden
pipes under grode end I think the gaes wna made in a brick building that stood next
to this gas tank. The lamp posts had a largs square top enolosed with glass, It
eeoms to me 0:co whon I was very smoll I saw & man going wp Greenshoro Avenus with
& lighted toreh in his hend and wes lichting the lamps which stood on the oorners,

There was nq‘thing after you paszed this brick house next to Gas tank until
you oane to the Toll Keepers house &% the bridge. It seems to me that & man named
Sugrs lived here and oollected tolls He had fish traps doom under the bridge.

You could pses by the bridge and go on down the hill to the beat landing., I
went sometimes to see hoats come in, Yen would bring out flour and barrels of suger
and molasses, sides of vhite enlt meat; then beles of cotton would be put onj then
the boat | would &9 ecross to lorth port and load more cotton.

Com‘ng back up the hill on the right wes @& wooden bridge acrors the gully to
the Cotton Mills as I remember, operatsd by 0ld Man Jim Fitts, Beyond the mills
wes the 0ld Ten Yarde I remomber sscing the vats but I do not think it wee in
operation. It was always spoken of ms the Old Tan yard. Searcy lowe once told
me hie father or grandfather and Grandpa Little operated it., I nevrr heard that
mentioned by any of owr femily. : " :

| .
Coming an back to town there wes an open marshy plece where iz now Stallworth
lake, A big epring enclosed with brielc about opposite the ges tank--a lonp iron
pipe pournd .out & stream of wmter.
i [ i

I know thsre was n brick wall on the Esst gide of the road end I think also
on feet side. The hill was quite steep and wrgons with heevy loade, lecked one
hind vheel with e ochein ocoming dovm. Big gullies on either side. Negro Beptist
Church et top of hill on right.

1 !

I have drawn sketches of or block and the one opposite and will write about
them in deteil, The fence in front was white pninted with square pickets up to
vacent lot next to Court House. Had two gatee~-ons in front of our house, one in
front of Cantly House. A s0lid wooden fence from front back to Walksris garden and
ours elong south eide--six inch plcket to back r~te--Solid fence from gate back to
stable~=Front fence painted--side fence white washed. I used to climb up on front

fence at
e big pi

corper of vmcent lot and watch old sows gather up leaves in mouth end mske
le then they would heve a litter of pigs.

PR )



¥
SUS— %

-7-

I remomber “looking throush botwonn ths palinre and watching amna work in
felkor's pardens Grandpa used to work carly in mornines in our gar-ien eand I wonld
frequently go out and watch him,

—

Th pr-ivey;stood in the back of the garden in the corner next to the stable.
Fad & big bush in front to hide it and mulberry bushes behind, =

. There was little ﬁ':fE—-one big Chlnese Cling peech prew at the btack corner
of kita?um and some years had beautiful fruit--one quince tres over nsxt to fence
be'cweoT vacant ?ot on north--one Blare damsen plwa that nsver had any fruilt,. ‘

The Court House had o twoer and e large slocke There was & bell in the tower
and & rope hung in the hell, This bell was rung as an alerm in case of firs, Men
would end get out the fire engine. Thers wers no horses end nc regular fire
men. & think there were some volumteers, There was a long double rops on the
front of the engine and a double row of men would grab this rops end pull ths
enrine, There were brick cisterns in the middle ofmin street. I suppose they
were filled vritwh rein water from the roofs of buildings,

18 fire q‘ngine house was next to the market house., The engine had two
long handles on each side and two er three men would get on each side end pump
with these long handles,

e only man I remember around the Court House was Woolsey Van Hopse. Ile
vas Clerk of Chancery Court, Judge Brown was probate Judge but I don't remembsr
his office, I think Mr, Gerner, Tom's Father, was City Marshell and HBugh Kirlman
wae Sheriff, ¥ don't know whers their offices were I did nst go inside of Court
House,

\

On 6th St}"eet back of Court House waes a long one story frame house with &
front 'porch which was the Hanly home, Jchn Hanly wes e short heavry man, His
wife was & very nice looking woman and st that time I thirk had two children,
Mary and John. His livery stable wae on the corner. Coming nround the block wns
the Walker garden, then the Walker house. (The store wae bullt after ws moved

to our present homs,) Then ons stable~-
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irectly Jvrast from owr front poroh standing abek some distance in thae yard
was the 0dd qullows Hall, I do not remmsmber that being used much, L~ ter it wns
the first Free School. I think & man named Dill had & private boys school there
Just Tnforn ths publio school started.
ey .

Then came the Fire Fngine House, This I think was a brick buildinge The s
Market NMouse wae & freme bullding ebout 40 feet wide with big wide doorsg An = =
open spaoe in center with stalls with high oounters on each sidé--and one aoross
the b ok--Moréan had one side and I think a man named Sinpson had the others
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A littla;brick house stood between the Market House and the City Hell, It
wes oalled the Guard House and used ms & City Jeil. It hed a heavy wooden door
end severel timese I remember the Town Narshall dimgring drunken men and putting

them ine i

/)/‘(C(,

The Baptist Church was on S,Ws corner of this block and the Episcopal Church
on the N.W. corner of this blocks

The neighbors==-I can't remember much about br. Jos ‘leleeter, I ¥now ho wes
in benlt snd jﬁ.pﬁ succssded him but have -o reocollection of him. 'ise Yennie,

I red&em’ber ug being pretty and 1i<in; nernss the street, Sha end am were “riends,
. sy 2oos M s e CEU A & ORI BRI
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end my head hit| on a brick with the cornor standinz up. I felt & deep cut and the
blood war rumning down my btack. I rean heme holding my finger in the hole. EHere
the story onds, :

A}ter them & Jewrish femily livod there and they wwere frirndly. The name wra
Patterson and they sonmetimes went to Prasbytorisn Church with us. . :

The llaxwells wers soross the sirset, As I remember lre, Uarwell wae not
stron; and a s, Ball kept house. Bucis wns & girl that pleyed with us, She died
end I remsmhor Jher pink caskzet. I do not remember playing with the boyn, I
think Fred and |Luther were in college, ‘hether it wns then or later I remember
them wearing luiiforms.

|e WkIVe s I never remomber being in our house but it sesms ws used to
send food back and forth when one party had something nice, That alsoc applies to
Maxwells and Pattersons.

|

f e Sunday afternoon some of the family were on Walksrs front porch. They
had & pit for flowers in front yerd end had cut off some stems of gereniums, I
picketﬁ up one when I thought no one wae looking end stuck in the ground behind a
hedge, I reme bor questioning planting it on Sunday-~Some weeke later Mrs. Wallker
sent ﬁt gver i.p [ pot saying it hed teken root and was mine because I had planted 1t.

e people who visitod that I remember were Urs, Yary Ann Maxwell who lived
back of Frestyterian Church vhere manse now stands--lirs. lollie Toxie, Kre,
Virginia Hutcheson, old Mrs. Leland, Miss Corine her daughter, They were friends
of C%sm Uy !Irving. Ly recollaction is Mama wes sick a good deels She once
gaid to me "I was in bed two years." She seldom went out but I remember several
evente, {

ce she i‘took Richard end me to ses Aunt Cornells Somervilles She was

gick in bed and was in the back room end was iying in the big bed that you now

havo.r It is the only tims I remember sreing her. wite d_f. Y. M. S?t&{fﬁt/z’/?g,
other dey she took me when she oslled on Dr. D. C., Renkin end his wife

when they were living in the 01d Ozment hame, She tried to call on new members

- of the Presbyterian Church when they ocames '

he took}vmn to Mrs, Purser's wedding which was in the old Moody Femily

noe, I got worn out et reception and oried before refreshments were goerved.

ad what;I remember &8 greet quentities of big cakes in the dining room.

resid
They
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Once I remember her teking us to the 014 Marlowe home (bnck on 4th Averue)
‘ﬂhan /n got. there she said "I don't see how I can olimb those steps,” All calls

ou days were formal and we went in the big parlor. That is only time I re-
mmbor being }n that house.

Mama kep peopls's visiting carde., Ocoasionally she would hire a ocarriage
end repay these oalls. Only occasionally the parlor in onwr house wee used, but
I can not remember who ocame when it was used.

Once whi"la we were living in this old house, Mama wont to Mobile to oconsult
Dr. Caleb Toxey, When she oams back she brought me sone harness to pley horss,
It had a atralp over the neck and & tend eocrose the chest with bells on 1t end
then |lines out back to drive. The 0ld cow had a calf in the lot so I put it on
the calf and opened the lot gate, The calf ran :iown the street towsrds Thornton
xanoy's carpgnter shop. I held on for awhile rumning at full speed, then I fell
dovm+ I vmejworriud to desth b1t srm3 how I manared to ret them off the ecelf and




drove hi.r tack in the lot,

| | SECTION IT
.Beg;inning dorm in New Towm, the old Cochrans place, now Stillwen, there vms
a court kaont in from the roand with a vwhite paling fence and a gnte which alloned
one to go direotly to tho tig front doors I only remember goinz there once to
call on scae 1ittle old white haired lady. I suprose old tfrs, Cochrans, but I em
not sure of the name,
|

Gogng liorth we. passed the Dr. Sime place vhere Urs. layfiell now lives, I
was never in that house until yoars later, Dr, As G. bought it and 8tillman Insti~-
tuts wae thore qor & short time before mnving to present sjites

Coming on towards town we pnreed the Perkins Place. A large 2 story frane
building with big square w2oien pillare. I suppose W. C. Perkins who was steward
for yerrs at Alabame Bryce Hospital--lived there. The roed branched beyond thet,
Going north wms the CLle Be.ter place; he was captain of one of the steam boats,
Aorogs from him vne an old brick houss with round wooden pillares I ean't remembsr
who lived theres Colng back towards towm was tho Ryan place. Lliss liary Ryen sold
flowers end had a flower pit in front yerds Mamma used to go out and bring arple
geraniume, heliotrope and fishures., This house tms directly weet of 0ld Daptist
College, There }ma & big gulley betwsen, '

fherae you turned left to go to Berter place, on the right etond & blg frane
houses |The Ferry family lived thers. dJoe Perry wns somevwhere nsar my age. Eils
father had a gr?nory store but I eennct remember where it vws located.

Coming on towards town there wes a bridge ecross the pully. Ocea Teylor
lived on the rights e wes & Negro carpenter snd built a good many houses eround
Tusonloocsn, His deughtor went #s & minsionary to Africa end mnde & very efficient
worker, You turned left end there tms the Uld Stats lousse In later yesrs it '
wae the .Baptisti College: It seems to me me a child it was & vacant bullding.

Coming on towerds town the next house I remembsr was the Smallwood house, A
long brick building, ons story with iron filagree posts ‘supporting the roof to the
front porche At each oend & room came out os: far as the porch and had a door for

- entrance as well ag a front door in the main front door in the centers, The old man
had a store on Main Street--"Rats, Boots and Shoes? Ilater his sen Charles, bullt
e new store Jus“t aocross from the prasemt P, O,

"The Old Inn" wee on the oprosite side. I omn't rem=mber who 1lived there.
The next building wee & livery stnble; run by = man named Ed Stokee, He owmed &
bleck horse.” He must have besn the undertaker but I do not remember about that.
Iater on Gilly (Cochrane ran the livery etable.

Aoross the street going ecst, on north side, was e long frame ome story buil-
ding sitting well back in the yard. Keeling Craddock lived there. He worked in P.O.
for & long time,

Next was & large 2 story brick oceupied by 01d Yan Jim Fitte and hie family,
I do not romember ever being in that houss.

Then the %i‘ttl Prnke Then a book and stntionery stnre, Richardson Pook Store,
Prof. “a C. R1¢hardaon. i
| |

[ |
)L' A steirwey led to second story. (ol., Hargrove had a law office and Scmerzille,
¥ Judpe f. M. and A. B, Holnchin, e & lav offire. Col. flargrave ani Jodre Bnvrr-
. T T—— T .. T— ) a 1 i e Wae MmN A s \{2.& .
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elected to bo Judrn of Suprews .out,
\

On!the corner stood en o0i’ fushicoad briok bullding that ren back on Sreens-
boro, t cannot reaember eny stors bein: there at that time, It seams to mo 012

Man Seed had an| office thers and beucht oottem. Arohd the serner on Greensboro,
Wnrren hed a fruit shop and back of that wns a terter shcpe

later Prince and Son opened a dry coods store on the corner.  Golng bnel to
26th St, end Proad on tho south side--The lymoh Fatchery, a long %wo story frame
bulldink with & wide front porch rumning the full length of the building=--btig split
bottom hickory roeking chairs were on the front porch end there wers genorally hal
a dozan!men sit '
4 \

Fext wne a#one story frame store that came all the way out to side walk., This

ing in them, I do not remember ever belng in building.

was ths Post Office,

Hﬂxt a small brick office that sat beck eeveral feet from sidemnllks It wrs
known as Old Dr,, Cochrane's Offices I do not remember him ar who he wes. ILator
Gilly aoohrane rnd his office there.

‘ :

Next & long one rtory frems bullding, with a porch on Eact sidey & bey window
on North end next to streets Dr, Chicholm, & dentist had sn office in front peri.
One dar night I hed a tooth ache during the night and oried and kept family
twnka.l Early Sunday morning Pape took me to his office and had it pulleds I

queatilned pulling a tooth on Sunday but it wes done,

Oﬁ S« W. gorner of Broad end Creensboro, the best I can remember was a saloon,

Run eithor by Simpson or Rank. I think ¥ap pege 11 will help you understand. I will
begin at Cresnsboro ond go up right, on South side, first,

A/saloon gtood on the corner. The name Ralph comes to me first but I think
@ man nemed Simpson probably operated it first. The Broad 3trost entrance wrs
for white people. The eide door on Greensboro wns for Nerroes, Saburday afternoon
the white women did not go down town tecruse the streete wore full of Nerrocs end
many were dr roe From the Court House to Relph's Corner, the sidewslk wne filled

with them.

Going Eaet wae m rrocery I can't remember who oparafad ite Peoter Clinton later
had a Ftora along theore, _ ' ‘

Shallwnod|the old mmn, had a store~-hats, boots and shoes, Then it ceems
Seed Herdware, That mpy have heen later, Herrinz and Harrison had a tailor shop
and hﬂgh class clothing stores Then Josh Hansman had a {ancy egrocery store. He
had apples, 7;Fy red--Ben Davis, oranges, orsnberries; ho also handled oystere in
seas?ﬁ. The ﬂrat ice L ever sew he brought to towm in sacks filled with saw Just.
They would come in on efternoon train and Pepa would go by and bring & 1little pilece
hame,:tind wi?h a twine string=-b6 cents a pound.

Yy mind is blank beyond Hansman's stores I oan't remember what was where the
City Benk now stends, In the center of street at Bromd and 28rd was a well house.
Peonle would water horses there. Going beck to left or liorth side--The Atlanta
Store, founded by B, Friodman, who cams “o Tsucalcose ae a pedler with a peok he
carried on hii backe Clerks I remember, Cherles Black, a man named Freeman, Mr.
Viotor Freedman, a WMiss 'lary in dry roods side.

set ofgetops wont upstairs poxt door and there vme a large roome I remomhor

Mama talking of !fiss Hannie UWelsster roller-nkating in the roome It was also used
for ornpertu. The rtore noxt door I cawnct remember at that tims what it wms wused

for, A oes Ao onrare s € anoo il l. HNAES. e’i("/dmé?
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Next vea a 1little harnsse sheop t'nl hed & big grey artificiel horse with
herness| on, HMeGahoe mms in the taelk ro:m and made end repnired harness. I,
Ed Snow hnd & dry goods store next deor. A omall men with a btald head, wore glasess
end wes| very preécise in his manmer. Couein Diock Wicholson clerked thers. I never
remembe: bm,'in.,lanythim' from him, [s kept pidgeons ond several times he pave
me & pair ol squabs. They would grow up and fly back home, I nevrr pot any to.
gtay until efter we moved to ovr proseut home and I fixed & loft in old barn houes
and raiped ¢ few, Dick alao had & blov gune=< A cane with joints burped outj he
would wrep the J(-nd of a steel Imitting needle with ootton and put in oane and blow,
He mml"d ghoot ﬂ-oblna in the cé~dar trees in their side yard.

He‘s’cer and Hays drug store osme next, Dr, Hegter wss a larpe man and prag=
ticed medicines Jemes Haoye wmas the drurgist,
‘ (]

We Yo .ﬂmm%ll' had fancy grocery.

Chris-i'ansman has e confeotionary. The first soda water I ever drank wne in
hies stores It was wonderful to see him shave ice, put in & glass, turn in sone
red syrup and then make it foam,

Geospn Searoy had & book store tetween him and Spiller on the corner whore
later the First| Fational Bank wme bui't, Spiller's Store was one that had bolts
of cloth, sheeting, dress goods, Fhether he Bold mast and sugar and meal I do
not ramember, GClascock across the street did. -

Golng baclJ to South side war Jchn Glescock's heavy dry goods. Big bolts of
oloth-<dress goods--sheeting, In back he scld white salt meet end sacks of sslt
and barrsls of flour. A emall alloy back of the store end then & two story frams
building where Mr, Nunnally hed e printing shop and i1ssued & weekly papsr, The
Cagett ® ‘ \ y

It sceoms tia .me there were two or three small shops and then a two story
brick gtores OCharlie Barnse lived upstairs. There wes a front porch over the side-
walk snd the family would sit out thore in the afternoon, Mr, Barnes ran a balery
and confecti shop, There was & store next door, Willie Barnes had & tin shore.
I have o vague idea that some lady had & dress making store alonz there bstween
Parnes eand an Jlley, & little alley, Then a two story red brick building with
e porch elong t‘.he second storye Thls porech had no pillars supporting it. The
jéista) of the floors projectsd over the sidewalk, There were two or three little
shops,| somo nc# usod, The only ono I remember was a small ons ooonpied Ly & men
named Cellsck ‘uho repaired clocks and wmtches,

I think th\o upper rocms were e part of the Washington Hotel., I cannot re-
member ebout 'blhil hotel or who operated it, I have = varue idea there wne & hole

in the ground on thet sorner. Then a hotel was built by lir, Moody and Mrs. Pursor,

I wonder if 71:'. and MNrs, Billy Cochrens ran it onos. It never wne mmuch of & success.

Back agein to the Forth Side. Robert Maxwell had = big general store that hed

& large cowntry trade. B6slt meat, barrels of supar, brown and shite, molasees,
caocks of oofi‘ep, horse collars, trnce chaine, homes, I think shovels and plows.

ack of the store along 23rd-&%¢ vae & long frame houss with rooms where
people could slesp, Country wapgeB’with a canvas top over hoops would bring the
whole family end comp in this lots There were troughs and a shed for the horses and
mulesw I would olimb up on fence in back of drupstore and watch the psople. The
lot wes larger than Maxwoll Etors, extended beyond Little and Burton.

%it'cle 8 {Drug Store hed & large eouare post in froant with a martear an? oestie



on tops Sidewvalk pawnd with flat ston~e tsken :rom rivor., Cellar doors =est of
docr--an irrn bar ran across noxt to sgh-ra to 8"‘['01'1:[ rtone stapes to collorg
heex» wnoden shuttern for windrus, a recvy drew hmar wms put across at rivhty a
bolt throwsh %¢ ineide snd o pln wan ot throush to kolé shutters.

Tuside| door on left s emnll rese trr -~ifars, plug tobennc and enktler on mall
ghelf,| Tho west cide wall wrs linad xlth sholves, fpions and herts, epni-es,
print brushes, castilo soap, glue, big tottles of patent medicine, ochill tonie,

Il iron bittera, [On the floor in spring were sll kinds of garden seed. Crandpa -
| vms very proud of landrnth's Seeds Turnip seed in sncks, a pill box ke d'p up an
ounce ‘ d put in 1ittls psper bag-=-rnas-<bsans-=corn,

The "att S!da--The gourters hed combe, hair trushes, tooth brushes. The shelves
bacl: wera lined with bottles with gold letters end latin namas for druge. Then a
high deck vhers labele wers written. A ecounter with scales whare prescriptions
wers f11led. Than ths 0ld ir-m safe--A big pot belliod riove stood at enc of
this counter end several hickory racking chuirs and one or two stralght chaire.
Ire lowe and Ir, E1l Toxey and iir, Mat Thomas are the cily people I remember
being srovnd during the mornings Hre Met Thomas hed a dosk in the baock on tha
rwest sides It seoms I remcmber he had little blue boxes with coffee aud ri-e
which Ee sold q‘m cormission, Fe had an Omnibus whish mot the trains. Fe elco had
& topless surry that hauled the mnil, I remember seeirg bus coms np fram depot
with hand bazs m top. I suppose it was main occnveyancoe for University studonts.
Therevaro only ebout two hacks that mst the trains, Purton's Printing Shop.

Je Snow Hardwmre Co, Garden tools, kegs of naile stood mlong side wnder rowters.
’J‘umer"l Fanoy Grocerye, The 0ld man who lived on Queen Ci%y., Next Illlls Collero.
The brick next to little elley I am not sure about--I think Ceptain Waller was there
before he built & store next to him house.

He Co Faterson (Rd's fathor) had e faney grocery. A smll vacant lot, later Ps 0.
was there.

The Fxét N.a’cipnal Benk--Mr, Frank S. Moody had & law office in the bmok room.
Pape went in only short time baefcre we moved to our presant homs, A brick store
vee next to the bank, TWalter Marris had e stare there bt I ds not rememter

his being thers wuntil after we moved in new home,

Fe #, Twner had a photograph place beyond. He lived cu'ound on 22nd ‘4. and had
a little frame house btullt next to his homes, Which came first I'am not sure,

I remember he took my plcture when I wne very small, I hed on a pair of fenoy
stookings wlth‘ foenay figurcs end I told him "I want my stockings tooken."

On the noxt blpck I do not remsmber but one house on sither side, A yellow stusoo
covered howse om B¢ E, .cornere Hed s porch the whole lenrth of houss. No family
names come to mind,

|

" ( 2 ) 0.

The sidewnls on both nides were rough and sloped down hill, 21st Fec=8t ended

in a hig pgulleys A cirocular briok well exbtending down 25 fest into the gulley hed
been bullt on North eide to hold the roed and stop the washs A brick sewer several
feet in dianster ren under the road and snptind into & hrond woeden trough that
sloped ot soma distance, A heavy storm undermined the vmll and it caved ine I
went down with every pody else in tomm to smes the wreck. It stopped traffic on
thet gtrest for several months until the well oould be rebuilt,

The ngxt block on South cide were twn houses, N.IW aorner a very old {reme houses,
Dro Fittks later built house *hern.

Welter Harries on S.E. ocoarnsre

Judpe |Miller on NeE. cormer, Judze '!ller waz n "ep thlienn anAd e Postrnster ne
fur back as I |can romember, 1 thinkt ¥i1a Raushisre, 'lsr Flor~ace and Mier Marrnrnat



suconeded hin.

The naxt two blorks the mop explainr. irom Queen City golng on ot ko tha Univere
sity thers wns a etanp hill beyond tho Somerville lot gatess A brick culv-rt under
the roaj end a I:!rl;; rrlley leading dowmn to river,

Ed T.'m‘ﬂ!i‘n, a printer 1ived on top of hill en the right in a small !rame house.
Deyond him wes & blg houne with equare wooden pillars, Jim Frewm lived latere T do
not mow who built cr owued then, Opposite this honse n lane lod up to Lr. Reed'y
homa, Faat of the lane wms & lorgo two story frere house, A men named Terriag

lived thero., Fariner Forring and Horrison. Then the Mal Thomes home. Oposzite--: N>}
& two story briek--the old Ercmn house~-I don't know what Prown. Off to 1=t a road I
124 up to Col, McCalles h-ms, At the one mile post n lanes came in from the New e
Crave Yard, On west of this lans stood an old large framé houss or Berts old hoas, < T
later_Dn, Sonorville built hems, To Faste-Col, Hardawnys homes Oun Vorth eile of ~
road, 014 Observatorys Then University Csmpuse On South side--president's mansion, 1\\“\
North side--Cre Fmsrne Swith, The Palmar, Wyman, Joe Marris and McCorve: houaes N oy
were Il? built lator, = ;
Back to town: t\“ _,':
=
Thera Yclaster Hatchory mow stands wne a big hole with mulberry tress growing in 'é_% =
it and on 6th back of it wne lawrence Weevors blecksmith shop. When a eireud weuld o o
cone to town & hole wruld be duz in the mid'le of tho street in {ront of lemrence NN
Teawer's Shopy part of it covered with & plene of irom and a bricl: chimmey made, A ™~
lorze cloth balloon was placed over chimmeye A fire of harrel steves wes srde in the ™
hole; kerosen» poured tn fire and the belloom would begin to fill with hot gae. &~
Twenty men or o would hold the balloon downm with rores until it was rasdy to o, N
A trapoze was attached and a man in tights would give +ha word and as the balloon §:
started he would run along and be 1ifted in the air. All small bevs in tomm end Y
mewy grmm people would gathers After giving s performance on the bar as the tal- A
icon went up, when the tims camo ha would turn looeo ani come down in w parschute. o
He would land & mile or two in tho country if the wind was blawinge I sew this ~N
perfo ce several timee. I only pot to o to circus onces Pape would never take ‘@\»

vs but he 1lat us go once with Dr, Marlowe, The oircus tent was down in "0ld Boneyard"
where the M & 0 depot 18 now, . 3

The only other public evont thet I romember wss the Comencement at Hills Bchool.
The girls gave & calesthenin drill; marching end exercises with wends and dumbbells
In ths early days et “hurch the only thing I can remembar is there wae a balzomy in
the reur (townrds Oraensboro), Miss Fvie Searcy pleyod the organ in the belsony and
some colored pe§qple were sitting in baloony,

Old '7:‘.} Recd wus Supex:in‘aendeﬂ'b of Sundar School, I do nnt remember going in
early deys but ! do remsmber he wors & big shawle

The Wigeard Oi1l Company came to town with a lerge tent which was on cormons beck of
The 01d Inn end where water towsr was leter built. They had & fancy wvagon drawn by
two grey Normendy Stellione. This wagon would drive aroms tewn and play a calliope
and advertisoc sale. In tent they gave & Punch and Judy show and then a man would
walk up and down ®n &n slevated wnlke One minute (mayhe 5) "I will sell this wonder=-
ful oil; oures ‘rheumtlsm eta. $1.00 & bottle". Hor I pot to go I do not know,

Mr. Moody boucht one of “haose Cray stalliens and he J41d not live long but one
gray colt the lfoodys drove for cevernl yeare,

Papa hrﬁd a htla!cs It had a ra

v on hack for & trunlz. A Wegro man naned "Aid"
drove and toolr lMana and Papa,

~n
lchard mnd ma %0 planinbinm for =~ wnabr. I b
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crune to rthe house and hv.d the Episcopal service in ths parlor.

cher an¢ Aunt Velville hed no children and I remember lama telling me
lont two,

Country wagons stood on the street with thinge te sell, partiocularly on Snturday.
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Waong.
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Frequent
coming S
furnitur
toke &

shoulder
tneking
oclothy s
large g1

of old probate offiocs were -mpgons with water melons and cantaloupss and
chen, I?do not remember many arvles, Near Maxwells Store were covered
George and Old lee Chambers would have loads of cosl. We always used
conl, lqter Yontevallo Lumpes Wegons with buurches offéit pine.

ly ycu could eee wagon loads of hay for ealey Beginninv at 7th St. and
outh on 23rd Awnve, Thoraton Yency had & carpenter shop. Ile repmired
and mde coffinses I remember often watching at this task. FHe would
1ve inch bonrd and make & box parrow at the foot, & broed place for the
5 and drewn in acein at the head. He would cover this with black oloth
it onj pﬁt excelsior in the bottom and then line the ineide with whito
crew on the mstal handlesj make & topr to fit and put screws in thet with
lver fla? hends thet could be sorewed in with & man's fingerse

ffhen somo one died e notice ennomeing the time and placas of the funernl would be

written
board wi
end let

When the
toll the
tolled
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Our steb

man vhose remo I oamnot recall,

Aunt Cor

i

Iwo legro houses

on & pieca of note paper with a blaok border, Thir wme tecked on & light
th a tapgred handle nnd a Yegro would go to sach residence; ring the bell
tho family remd the notice. There wns no daily paper,

funeral procession eams in sight of the church the sexton would begin to
bell until they errived, After they left the church the bell would be
til they ware out of sight, There were no other houses on either side of
et on ‘at block, e

| on the east side between Bth & 9th,

le faced 23rd snd scross the strest was Lucy Gains, An old house thot a
Then the Colin femily., On» of these boys srorked for
nelie.

served,

The Harg
whole bl

Mrs ¢ Hor

(Y RTY.
23nd Ber
south of

built the

Used a peach limb to keep the flies awey while dinner was being
Cecanclia Harrs Jimerville (11s, 4.m.) .

rove Stable wns on the next blocks A very large frame building end the
ock was used as & stable yard for cattle,

tense'ggFgg%/housa, yerd and & corn {ield ocoupied the next blook.

:ggge'ﬁd‘housas faced on this strest betwesn Proad to 6th. On eest slde
' 8th wag & one etory brick hous-, Unless the Hoszans lived there before they
Iittlﬂ freme they lived in I cannot remember who lived thers,
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On West mide in the middln of block wms n e=nll one s*ory {ramm. Ilre Therlie Petercen
lived theroe As & taby you were takan therne to bs nursed,

Mrre Towor| lived on the N7, cornor of Tth sireet. The houso hed & gzround floor built
of brick and hi~h steps leading to the second ctory whioh vms (rame. The porch had
two small rdun-d p’.uars sapporting the porch roof. Bannistors around the porch end
cn the end of ahoFa. o

On S.W, o{ornor was Old Brody Mouse. A two sbtory brick with a porch across the front
both upstairs and down. Cn the Fast slde next block was the 01d Uonshos Housr in ths
caenter of blnnk nnd Profs s Cs Nichardscn on the Corner of 9th HStreet. \

On West jido ccrner 9th was Col, ilartin house, I do not remember anyone living there
until thﬂ Yarlores, On the N,E, corner of 9th was & brick ‘house, I do not rememher
anyone living there, A wvague idea=--old Ir, [Blrmd. A few yenrs later, W, A, Leland moved
in to Fi&ustt house but were not there whon wo were in Old Houses On the S.E. corner

was & {rame Narrﬂ house,

From 10t] %roet \on south Negross lived on both sides,

2lst : ata.rtsd in big gullsy, Ko houses l‘aced on that street wntil you come to
& little freme on HeWe corner of Bth Street where Mrs, Eddine; Mother of Een and Earry

117’&. ; i |
\

Across the :traet facing on 8th, old Mrai Childress lived, Directly bmok of her wms
e small frame 'nhqre e painter mamed Robert Childrees lived, '

Then one| or two Hegro houses,

The 0ld Roddy hmpe—-Genernl Reddy elweys lived in Enzlend, His son Fhil end hie daugh-
ters, Migs Emma, Pinkey and lYaggis, 1ived in the house. ' '

Negro houses on Tisst side of this blocke

K7 Corner 22412th The old Gregg Homes e was & shoe maker, His wife and daughters took
in sewings Nex® door was & 3 room frame Stillman Insitute, Can't remsmber whon built,

SY Corner~-A lonpg {rame one story building "The Craddock Place", I kmow Reeling Craddock
lived on DBroad next to Fitts et one time, I never remsmber being in this house,
an Cragdeck rarcicd Alberf Semervit/e .

East side 218t bptween 10411th was the lewiz Homs, Three maidsn sisters--Dr, Praig had

e room j\wre end finelly married one of them, .o
/’«aw Do Clerococd rrariecea RPet . Aoz Glavs 496'“/“&” 4 P i

Fext bl clc was 1d Glescock home on East side of streect, I ramember no houses on Teet eid:

Then o Cole Newton Clemsnts home--lmet house on that side. Mrs, Margerot Jonss on West

eide myft block=-Fob Cochreane now lives in this house, On the N,W. eornsr of 22414th,

fecing 14th Street ies m large brick houss occupled by Pr. W, S, Nyman,

Quo -
On 20th w-dl can remember only one house facing on that street, Miss Mary Hewell,
& frame ono story houss, hedges of box in front and lerge flcwer garden south side
of housé. (NeFs cormer 9th gtreet and 20th Ave,)

On the Forth end of 20the Avs: stood a larps frame hougf, 'fpt on the West of it wgs o
road leading down into the Big Culley end beck of her houss the land sloped down to the
river. |The lady who lived there was Mrs, Clarks I never knew anything about hers
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Betwoen her house and Broad Street on the North eide tms n small ‘roma house buili
and

ocgupind by Ir, Juss Guild,

Bstweaon Brond end €th vms e omall trick house which wrso ccrupied by Prof. Calhoune
On Corner of| 20th Avo, ond 6th wns a one story freme. Tho home ef V. C. Jomisons EHe
waes lator nlecbed mayc., and wae comnented with the firm of Allon & Jemlson.

Quogn City A enue~-liorth end was a gulleys, All the houses on this ctrect were bullt
on Fast sldes Golng south towards the depot the firet house vms called by ovr femily
the |014 Ormcmd Plnce. It vus the residenco of old Ure CGuilde Back ef it in the wcods
wag (o small *f‘rame one roam cottage where Walter Guild llved, He drank and evidently
the | family builb thie 1ittle room for hiume. Only e fence separested the Guild place
frorp the Somerville garden, It ran all the wey through to the gulley which started
et nimriai’cy Avonue end ran to river. Theres was a very large garden Ferth of Somsre-
ville Mousn, A lerge strawherry bed, rrape arbour, flowers aud vegetnbles. The old

Go-v%arnor 8 Jansion--Judge Fomerville Homa. LM, jam & Bii /-/g

Ba\r&aan University Averme snd Hill's College was a one story frame house —ith five
ix roong, I do not remember anyone living thers but Tnecle John Herris. The
rirbt telephone I ever usod was in his homes I am pretty sure that was some yecrs
lat e

The Hille Cz]ﬂlegn vas a long, two story frame building, with a wide poroh extending
the vholes longzth of the front, Ths girle used to walx up and down on this porchy

rrﬁbnbly 60 feet South wes a large one story frame buildinge In the front nert wes
the suditorium, with e stage soross the East end nnd thers were probably class rooms

back of the| stagu.

oA 12

The teachers==Prof, He By Hill, liss Jerushia and HUiss Flla Hemphill end liles Fuss
Inge. 8he marched the girls domm town shopping end to church. Her arch enemies
were Ca"atm. If ons or more cams along and-sterted to pase the girls, she would
follow ri ghg’c behind them to the front of the 1line.

F™u 2.

Ac oss the strcet was u whole tlock enclosed with a hipgh picket fenecs., It vms called
Hills Parke It had flower beds end some flowering trees. A frame Pegodu in the
center with benchess In the afternoons vnder Miss Puss's supervisisn, the girle were
allowed to wnlk in this park,

ee Wiw 174,

The old Tuxlner residence wms a ons story residence with sn ip¢n railing around the.

front porch end opon work, i arts,

'/V’/“’” h/fe/z}::f/s a//'ﬁjyéépé tﬁzf“f(n oF f&m@é’ Q/Mﬁ«@/f&l"/ég— V!Gf"\“‘
on camo @ short strest--down & steep 1ittle hills On the south side wns a very
lﬁrge house ocoupied by two maiden 1lsdies who lived in seclusion. The ¥isses Prince=-=
jﬂy yenrs | later E. P Les married one of these women when quite advanced in age,
it

Tuscaloosa, AL 35401

Dr. David Nelson
1702 Ninth Street

a]two story brick--built for soms profecsor in ths Universityj I think a
Hart lived theree. On the North side was & one story frame house occupled by Mr,
od Turner. His wife wae named Kete and was a friend of !ama's. She hrd & very pretd
rd of fllmmra, did her omn work end kept en immeculate housr, Wer husband wss
'c cket a;:ent at the depot.

:o ‘Aiauom Donohoe lived nmext te them in a two story frame. Col, As B. loFachin
ved in the house south of this little streot, They rere the leaders in high society
wes 8 gmart lawmn lawyer but drenk epd never wes a financiel success, MHis wife and dauch

t re all drosced woll, attonded church revularly and took en motive part in all

socinl ru#ctions.

742 5 macricd ftﬁﬁ’la‘ﬁ& J\amegy/'//&
( g een (§/0 Fen £HM.).
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On oTer small stroet--all small Negro houses.

The old l'marhill Uonze--It sat & block tack Irova the road, A large 2 story frave
house with loxgn square columns supportinpg the roofs In tho center vms a small

pm‘ol' ovar ﬁxe front door for ithe sagond atory.

10th Ste~=0n !'m'th sido--[ar[m 2 story frame-=br, Joshua Foster's home. I think he

prore-spr in the niveraity.

m. &.
Then |a house ;ln+er bourght by/Buek)Oliver, I omannot remember who lived there,

i
’ I'eyond
+,hn’cl re lln;i'o houses out to Universi®y land.

South nideh-(senerul Yioods home had @ side entrance. Beyond VWirods' hone was @&
101:1# St, | mide street going soutks Tho only family on that strest wee Robert Hocd
He hed covs and sold milke Hls daughter sang in the choir st the FPrest;-

f ; terian churche

"I'henJ the Catﬂollc'(’!mvenﬁ. Thors was no school thero as I ramomi)er; no ore lived

thergs 1t had a hifh solid wooden fence encloeinp the whole lot, Bmell wooden doors
that were al#ava closed. From there out to New Cometery were all Negro houses,

10th| & Queen| ('ity--Genaml \7ooda hounse stood my beck f‘rom the etr-et. Fad 8 ¢rive=-
way with row ‘of cedar traes on each sides, He had planted apple trees nerth of d-ive~
vey back to his home, The only member of his femily I ocan remembsr was his son,

Bsrﬂice who married a daughter of Prof. Richardson.

North of drimy to Woods houee was a eornfleld. Pack of oornfield on a emall
stroet was a large 2 story freme building ocoupied by Miss Eerrnan's Bchools &he
wes (& white woman who cams from the North to teach a Uegro schools She vent to fes=
sion of Presbyterisn Church and told them she wanted to join with the privilere of
bri ging mmn of her pupils or teachers and have them ait with her in mny pavrt of the
‘che The sescion told her they hnd a part of church set apart for Negroos and her
teachsre and pupile would have to sit there, This im only echool I ever heard of &t
that time for Fegroes., Iater whon the publie school wes started, Prof, Jerry Parnes

wna! first px‘ ineipal,

p'osite Kernan School on this little side strect was a side euntrance to Iarrison House.
On ﬁuean City Avenue from Remphill House to 15th Street all houses set well baok and
had[ driveway with big gates and csdar trees on each side,
w
The next house wae old Mrs, Harrison's--isther of Calhoun and Jim.
The Dearing Home end the Boremsn Home were vory mmch mlike, lLarge two story bulldings
er:Jh large souara pillare supporting e high roofed front porech.

/
ThJ Georpe Saaroy House wne & modern frame houses A large grove of pine tress he-

en hie house and the road--He had & modern gatn=-a large beam extended from gate
Leithvr side with a chein hanging dovme The driver would pull chain end gate would
’ng open on inside, pull chuin and gate vwould olose,

Prbr. We H Verner wes ths only other home between 15th St. and depot. It was @ t'ro
story frnmd houses I think he had & few boarding pupiles When we moved to 2223 he
wa ‘cenchim in Stafford building, Ile i:hen tavcht awhils 4n 0ld Lecture Room baok of
P‘rbabyterun Church, Then bourht the Uld Catholic Convent, I firet went to him
'ﬂ 0l1d Leoture Rooms Put rememter seaing boys ride on horses to Stafford School and
hiteh them(in yarde

Sizth Stract, going west from fuesn City Avenue--ilills Fark on North side. No houses
q"iﬂg thi e*‘reet until you come to a fowr roocn frame occupind by the Morpgen Femily

N.Es cornsr of 2 ‘th,



Re Wy Corner--A sanl? {rane house oceveisd by s, Virgiule Hutchesane Joe Nubcheson,
her sgon, wont 4o semohis and bocere a cotton buyers Tho dothier vm-~ in hard 1linae. &n~
end ‘T.rgiuln, hsr doughter, livad out al Chumber's place later on.

| 3
On edne block|was n long frams house, it-e Seauels, Walter's father livad theres Hs |
wes on old men and oarried s cene end n dog follownd him around. It oceurs to me now
thatulhe hod n watoh and cloolk reprir shop in that etore naxt to Atlante Storo.

Aorcse e&:x'cmt nt 21st, WeE, Tornor of block wms A brick houce, A flower pit in
I‘roni yord. H‘ Chris lfnnamm 1id not liw there Nrse liart a drossmaker did. Iy
memony ie -ma: fue. On South eide middle of the block wre ' onell trick honse bullt very
low +1d a I‘ro t door richt on the street, I cannot rowsmber who liwvnd there,

Hext |block zwi fiouses,

Between 23rd end @reenshoro, Scuth side John Haply stable and residence, KNorth side--
Gregg's shoe shops Dr. Burton had en office in m long ore story frame just baok of
Sus Lockes store on (reensboro, I remember seeing [r. Durton'e homse hitrhad in
fronts He had a sister who wes o singers They both muet have moved awvey or disd
young for I only remember them in my early childhood. ILawrence Weever's blackamith
shop was one building on next block, Episcopal Church had a lecture rooia back of
church alnd faced this strest.

The Yohn Warren homs was & large frome building on the next blocks And the only
houss I yvemomber, I lmew little of family, '

Oa South elde of strect further down was the Cpiscopal Reetorye. A large two story
bridk house, | Dr. Stringfollow is the first minister I oamn rememboun Whether he vms
there at the ;timo I do not know, '

The jonly other house I remoumber on this street vms the oty Jeil, a syuare two
story birock house. The Jailor lived downsteirs and kept prlsoners npetairs,

Tth ba"iunim' at Tueen City Avenua~-On North side=-An old freme one story residence .
b not sw'e who lived theres I wonder if it vms the Cade Tl'amily: I sanmot place then
hore elao wntil they ceme to the Jos Holester house. . :

On mrt:h nidé was & long frame two -tory building called the lettrio Mouse. It had
a long porch| enclosed with lattice work. I have a vagus idea he was a music teacher.
Thoy either toock bonrders or scme {umily lived with themj I do not remember any of the

fﬂﬂﬁ.ye |

North Side Corner 20th--A small frams housep=l thiink 0ld :nan Seed lived there.

Tth Street 20th Avenne~-A largs txo story frame house. The Spiller Home. The F. S.

Hoody home on Bouth side wns tuilt laters I do not remember any house being on that

lots Hre Gluok lived in the lnrge house next door as far baok anm I ran remembor. It
vme built by some old family but L do not know its history.

Nor h sidd dt 2IBE%L--~!1)‘U. Keto llnxrell 1ived in & lonr freme house with a front
p:‘r the who'e lengthe She was [other of C, N. Maxwell,

South side:| 0ld Moody Home-=I can't remember Mr, Wechirztons I think he w-s dead,
Irenic ¢ end his wife and se Sellie lived there, I remeaber when lary wes borne
Pe%plo vere 80 upset about her having only one hand. I visited there and I remember
they hed hay in the horse lot. Reuben Dodoon wee their oarriage driver and house

« He oonld even cook, 0ld Aunt Onie wars m white cloth earound her p'nir and nursed
0ll the children, I think it vms while we lived in the old houee when wr, Hwiy began
taking ue with Frank M. in his bugry to the farm. It wen nlwoye a rreat event, The
driver throu-h the svmmp called "benr 'levon"--the prost forns elons the road in the
lempn. I fromembor geeing the: gray stallion he bought from Wiesnrd 011 Feople.
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There wore noi othor housee fa-ing on 7Ttk ‘trest until ebout 28th., There woe & lorgs
frame house--en old timer but I do not rcaiember being in it it ones and that wrs
vhen|I wes working in the bark, !T. Moody took me to witn=ss the ¥ill of Dr. Wil-
korson on his death brde The strect endcd bocmuse & bir pnlley stopped it,

© Bth Strect ab Guasen Citye-~The Peterson ‘smily, Fd's father, lived in the houase

lru, Wash Mogdy now orms, Aorocs the street wes & one story long frome house.
The first famlly 1 cen remember living there mms 0ld Dre. leilscn's but that wes

years later. |
\

E+Ee| of 20thy Tao a long white frame houss with n porch running full length of hcuss,.
Some| 0ld white haired lsdy lived there, [ do not remember name, She was kin to
Thomns Owens who had charge of Archiven of Alnbera in Montgomery, She vms also kin

to the Clorks of iobiles Ac younpg Indies both of ir, Manly Foster's wives stayed
thers durling jono commenocement at the University, '

heross 20th wne home of 014 're¢ Childress--a emsll frame house very old.

8th Street at 24 & 26--lr, Ed Snows large house wes the only one faecing on fith, I%
etill looks about the saue from tho ovtside, ' :

8th Lt 26th:| the Catholio Church stood on the ocorner fmecing 25th Stv=gt, A frams
housla behind it was the priest's house, I sm not euro but it seems to me ho had &
snall sahool‘?

Dre Junes Searcye The ground floor mny hewve heen of brioke The: kitchen and din_ng
room were on first floor, Mide front steps led up to sncond story wiere wrs the

parlor and e£o~s bodrooms, I think thero wns a third story whsre the boys lived. Ye
had & good stert om hie large femily--Reuben, "Dunk", James, Battle and Annie, The

back yard hand chickene, ducks snd pidveons.s He had severnl cows and I think he kept
two horsees He rode horssback a gond desl in his practice but 1 think he sometilnes
used a bugrys On the opposite side wns & vory good eized 2 stery frame house. Woolsey
Van Homse 1lived there.

Bthﬂat 26thai On the North side was e very large frame house whiich was the hoqe of

I cqnnot remember eny other houses bgond that and the street did not go throuch to
Newtown beocause of gully, G8ixth Street was the vnly one that went through.

9th, Starte{d ot Tueen City but hed no houses until Dr, Cherlee Allen, 5t11llnan
homes It had a porch that formed an l-part on 2th St, and part on 20the It was

e one story frame with a good many rooms, two faging on 8 5 facing on 20th-S&s{),<
2 l.lt:ess back, BiRTHDELLE & F TLled rv ’ﬂ’f"l%’/?

On the South side the General Roddy house had & long side porch on the 9th St.

eides It mlso hnd the main front docr on 21st S () e .

J

The noxt house facing on 9th 5t, woe at 22nds A large 2 story bricke DMrs, TFelle
‘Stafford had operated & girls school at ano time in the building but it hnd treen
oclomed. "hq] lived in the houses, Yhether Profe Verner had started his school or
not I do not knows Vhen wo moved to the house we now ocoupy, he was operating a
boys school in west side of house, '

Robert Jemﬂmn lived in a two story frame house which ho bullt on the west half of
the blocks ‘lle bought the west Srd of the bloock from Mrs, Stafford.

Oth Street & 23rd. “n the N, W, Corner stood an cld cne rtory frame howse., I think
th%s was old Yurlowe home, Fnthor of Dr. Ne P, lMerlose and that at thic time Wisses

. . .
ke pues
M 2

.



B B B N EEEEE ==

The | nort houmne faeing on 9th Strnet=-0r North eide wnc e erall {ra~e house, I am
not| sure who lived thorce ilaws of Nont I, Burton comes in mind, On 8o:%h side
back of Presfh\rtr‘rian Church wes & long ins srtary house with porch rvum*—w the f™l1l
lenrth. ’Iral ery Arn Ynxwoll 1lived th-r2, lNer cilldrnn wers Joe Yaxwell, John
ell snd R xby Maxwells A waiden lady, Miss Fllean Mrizaall lived with har. She

onoe taucht painting end drawing, Once "ousin Mary Irving had her take me ond some
crth r shildren out to wake some {roe hand drawlng of thincs in the streset, I eonly
renTmber onq lesgson out in the strset, I did not pans in drowing.

shire

|

e S O 1
und Lou irlows 1lved 4here, I am m2k surs of this. Direotly west of this
houss was o pmll frame brilding whaere ‘dus Nary Marlows tausht a schonl,

Fagling on 25"‘11 dingonally across from ¥ra, Maxwall wne s one story frame houso
Puter}Clinton lived, The rest of the howses on this utreet oing west wera

snell Negro‘houaes.' It ended In the 0ld Boneyards

10th St. ot 29th-=One Yegro Houss wacupied by a enrpenter, luffborog He hed a

large t‘amilt end they wore Presbyterians, He always hnd some of the students of
Stillman Institute bomrding with bie family, He ran the brarding depertinents I
think some }*ror‘:ed for private familles and had & room in servant houses on plrces

Ilawreace Vleévnr'the blncksrni’d\,' had a very nlce home bhaok of Stelford ;'!chcol. He

“l[t his children to school. ‘A daushter became a rood muelcien end his son an M. D,

Lugy Gainins lived on 10th back of Robert Jemiison, She sent her s-n to Tuskepoe,
He wae principsl of the Public school at Holt, - '

Th#s only oﬁ‘hnr house I can think of ie a large two story frame house just thim mice
of 01d “raveyard where strost endse Nllbur Perkins has lived there as far back es
I oan remembers His wife wer srganist at Methodist Chur ~h and & priwte teeschsr of
music, Whem I met them I cannot rememhor.

None on lliﬁh Street,
12th ftroet. The only honse I can remomb=r fasoine on 12th “treet, stertinr from
een City, was e long one story frame house at 22nd Avenues It had a porch the
ole 1cng;};h enoclosed with lettice work., It was !mown as 0ld Vilkerson home and
s 8¢ Co Wilkerson lived thers. Ilis wife wne peculiar and people did not liks har.
I think she was in bad healths A very thin, small woman; he wes lerge and stout.

\
None on 13th and 1l4th,

1bth Strﬂo‘j‘tl Yrse Hortense Keg2s~-A cmall one story frame--nmnly house on block.

/
\

s entranoe to Dresh Place had a gate and two large brick gnte pcsfa, two foet
squares To west of entrance wes & brick house oalled “?‘arhers lodge". I think 1%
s unoccupiodq Drs Woodruff livad there letar. Te wos a queer Prosbyterlian proee
er that finally lost out because of his pecullar lders,

eyond Gr nnsboro e fow Negro honses down to bottom whero it crosses M, & O tracks,

om the ottom e eide romd bran~hed off South and led up tc two encient hovsess m
eot of road vas Old Judge Prgk's house, I did not knew J"r‘ge Peck. Wis son wms

n Ny D 1ut never praoticed, Yo was a posty, Dre frm ml lenton Peck, On the Scuth
ide was the 0ld Merast place. A large ‘ramo *two rtory houce, 'ircs Ellen Harest
ivwd theres I suppose both housree were bhuilt for plantetion homes before the

]
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This| covers my memory of Tusonloose hefere my seventh year when w: movad to 2203
Ninth &trort,

Mr. Falter W
move the ohi
veottling ar

i1ds senk bwo of his wmnoens to move household poodss I wndertoolr %o
wrong 1n the wheellarra.s Thelr feet weore nll tied torather, Abor' where
8 ore I Sirnod over tho whesl Varrcy, Thera wan prent paueeizing bud

no sarions damapge, I reloadsd and btronght them snfe to nmv home.

Therg wern no ntront lights in fhogn deye after the gas house went out of hrdnesk,
Peonle seldom want out at night but when they did, Thursdey nirfkt to pravsr meeting,

Sunday night
rmember had ¢

Thus endeth

to church, Most people earried e lautern, The first lanternec [ re-
sndles. Then kerosene hecrms avallable and w~sg uvaed in leatornGe

the first lesson, The University will he much brlefers

John Littlee




