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The University Club, in Tuscaloosa, occupies one of the 
beautiful ante-bellum houses for which the State of Alabama is 
famous. The site of land on which it stands .was originally 
owned by the University of Alabama, and the house, generally 
known as the "Governor's Mansion" because of its occupancy 
by Governor Arthur P. Bagby during his term of office (1837-41), 
was acquired by the University in 1944. 

Dr. Raymond R. Paty, who was then president of the Uni-
versity, thought that the house should be bought by the Uni-
versity for a club when it was offered for sale that year, but 
there were no funds available for its purchase. He went to Mr. 
and Mrs. Herbert H. Warner, who had helped so many good causes, 
and asked for their help. The Warners responded by offering to 
give the necessary amount. They then added to this a large sum 
for furnishings and decorations and gave much time and energy 
to securing suitable furniture. 

The Club was incorporated in January, 1947, and opened 
its doors for a reception on February 23 of that year. Jefferson 
J. Coleman was its first president. The membership is restricted 



to faculty and staff, resident alumni and non-resident alumni, 
all of the University of Alabama, and a number of associate 
members from the Tuscaloosa community. 

In 1957, because of the popularity of the dining facilities, a 
new room was added which was twice the size of the original 
dining room, and the kitchen was much enlarged. The original · 
dining room is now used for special parties, private luncheons, 
and rece tions. 

The house which has served the University and Tuscaloosa 
communities so well as a social club has had a history which 
reflects events in the State of Alabama during the 113 years 
before it was put to this use. 

The house was originally built by James H. Dearing at a 
cost of $14,000. Mr . Dearing, who was from North Carolina, was 
an important figure in the early history of Tuscaloosa. He came 
with a family and stock of goods (having first made an inspection 
trip), built a steamboat at the head of Mobile Bay, named it the 
Tom Bigbee, and made what is said to be the second trip that 
had been made up the river to the settlement. He had married 

The original dining room at The University Club, now used for private 
luncheons and receptions. 
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The french wall paper in the north parlor depicts scenes from the 
legend of Cupid and Psyche. 

in Chapel Hill a Miss Julia Searcy, and it was for her that he 
built in 1834 the house now occupied by the Club. The builder 
was Mr. John J. Webster. 

The site of land on which the house was built had been 
originally given to the new state of Alabama by the United 
States government to endow a "seminary of learning" but had 
been sold by the state to obtain money to erect buildings for the 
Seminary . 

The house had the same general appearance it has today , 
although it had no sun porch on the south side, and in the center 
of the roof was a square platform from which the smoke of the 
river boats could be seen as they approached the town bringing 
supplies from Mobile. The kitchen stood on the north side 
separate from the house but connected by a covered walk to the 
north porch. The Dearings lived only two years in this beauti-
fully planned home because students from the University helped 
themselves to their poultry and fruit and trampled Mr. Dearing's 
cherished flowers . 

It was then sold to Richard Henry Lewis who, for some 
rea son, changed his mind about living in it and moved to the 
Hermitage plantation in what is now Hale County. 



Af r. Lewis sold the house to Governor Arthur P. Bagby, 
who lived there during his two terms as Governor. Although 
known as the "Governor's Mansion," the house was not owned 
by the state; it was private property. Governor Bagby was a 
very colorful and adventurous person (he came to the state on 
foot with all his possessions tied in one small bundle, became 
a lawyer, member of the Legislature, Governor, U.S. Senator, 
and Minister to Russia) but, unfortunately very few details of 
his life in the old mansion are available. 

In 1843, the Mansion was bought by the Reverend Benjamin 
Sykes, one of twin brothers, both of whom were Methodist 
preachers. Augustus Sykes bought it from the widow of Benjamin 
after the death of the latter. 

In 1852 The Mansion was sold to Richard Norfleet Harris, 
a planter from Hale County who wanted to educate his children 
in Tuscaloosa. He and his children and grandchildren lived in 
the house for half a century. It was during his occupancy that 
the troops that had defeated the University Cadets in a skirmish 
at the river bridge camped in a large open square across the 
street. These troops took Mr. Harris's carriage horses and 
ordered the servants to cook meals for the officers but otherwise 
did not disturb the family . The next day the smoke of the burning 
University buildings could be seen from the house. 

0 n the death of Mr. Harris, the place was inherited by his 
elder daughter, Mrs . Henderson Somerville, wife of the head of 
the University Law School and Justice of the Alabama Supreme 
Court. 

The Somervilles owned the place until 1900 when they sold 
it to Dr. James L. Williamson, a Tuscaloosa physician. 

On May 1, 1922, the widow of Dr. Williamson conveyed the 
house and the present lot to Dr. S. E. Deal. Dr. and Mrs. Deal 
repaired the house and made some important changes. The east 
wing was shortened and a second story added to it, and the south 
porch with its columns was removed. The sun room with steps 
leading to it was added. The old kitchen was made into a 
garage and the brick wall built to separate back and side yard. 

After the death of her husband Mrs. Deal sold the house to 
Dr. J. M. Forney who used it as an office. During the period of 
his army service the house was headquarters for the Tuscaloosa 
Service Center where a total of more than 80,000 men and women 
were welcomed and entertained. 

It was Dr. Forney who sold the house to the University of 
Alabama, after which it became The University Club. 

The south parlor opens onto the sun porch. 

View of the entrance ball and stairway. 

New dining ball which was added in 1957 
is over twice the size of the original one . 
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The Gorgas Home and The Gorgas Oak 
The· Gorgas house, built in 1829, 

stands serenely unconscious of colle-
giate victories and defeats. Yet it is 
closely woven into the history of the 
U~iversity; The house was first used 
as a mess hall; then it became a pro-
fessor's home. For almost half a 
century · the Gorgas family has lived 
there. 

. In those early days, there was no 
'hospital on the campus. Mrs. Gorgas 
took the sick boys into her home and 
cared for them. For her many kind-
nesses her memory is cherished by 
alumni of the University. Miss Mary 
Gorgas, the beloved librarian, and her 
siste-r now occupy the home. 

M$ny magazines have placed the 
Gorgas House among the picturesque 
ho:rnes of the South. The grace of 
the wrought iron rail leading to the . 
white pillared porch has been espe-
cially admired. · 

By Mrs. Milton Rosenfeld 

Within · the portals of these walls, 
one finds many treasures of long ago. The Gorgas Home 
On a shelf, . in the built-in cabin, is hair bracelet with a gold clasp. The 

· ' the great beer pitcher, ·u relic of Gf.n- . wife of Ge!1~r~_I- Go~as (the}' Amelia 
--:-.. -; - ~ertn""Gorgk"!'l'ather''s- bach"elof"days ·a~ -·Gayle) was visit'fng in ashington 

West Point., · There is a green glass in the home of John C. Calhoun, who 
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. gh;iger , bowl. The custom once was gave her the bracelet, made irom 
to use-. ·white· and colored gingerbowls his hair and wi h his name engraved 

. at , alternate places. on it. 
· · '!'hen-there are pictures: one lovely Directly in front: of this beautiful 

. thing that was brought over · from old home and shadowing it is the fa-
. Holland by the Gor-

' ·_. gas family in 1630; 
several delicate wa-
ter colors collected 
in Europe; and a 
m o s t fascinating 
double portrait. The 
last portray the 
grandparents o f 
Clunurl\l OoriruM. 

'l'hot•u !M in tho l11-
ner sanctuary a 
small box made 
from .the famous 

·. "Constitution" and 
presented to "Mrs. 
Governor John Gayle 
by Francis · Scott 
Key ..,_ Tuscaloosa, 
188;3." . Mrs. Gayle 
was,,:,;, the grand-
mother . · of t h e 
Misses',tlGo~gas who 
now · live· · in the 
home1 Her hu.sband 
was governor of 
Alabama from 1881 
to 1886. Then-there 
is · a ro:man,ce in the The Gorgas Oak 

· mous "Gorgas Oak." Truly nature 
could not hl\Ve produced a more beau-
tiful, a more perfect tree. This tree 
is known to b~ over a hundred years 
old. It has come to bear the name 
of The Gorgas Oak because of the 
close association with the Gorgas 
family and home. 

"I think I shall never see, 
A 1poem as lovely as a tree; 
P~ms can be made by fools like me, 
But' -only God can make a tree." 

'l'HE GOVERNOR'S MANSION-A 
TUSCALOOSA MYTH 

By Mrs. Milton Rosenfeld 

As one rides out the main avenue 
of Tuscaloosa, a very beautiful old 
home of ante-bellum architecture. 
comes into view. As old things are 
proving of much interest in these 
modern days, it will be · interesting to 
know the history of Tuscaloosa's so-
called Governor's Mansion. 

Captain James H. Dearing came to 
Tuscaloosa on a voyage of discovery 
iq the lat;~~ll 9,f J§!6, _thfl year the 
first white settlers came. In 1820 he 
built this mansion and lived in it un-
t il 1836. 

He sold the house to. Arthur P. 
Gagby, who lived there while Go~er-
nor of Alabama from 1887 to 1841. 
Governor Bagby ·was the only Gov-
ernor of Alabama to occupy this house 
and he lived there because he owried 
it. Bagby sold the home to Mr. 
Sykes, an Episccipai· clergyman, from . 
whom it passed to Ml'S. R. N. Harris. 
The Harris family purchased two 
huge white ironi ~!)gi,,_ and placed one . 
on each side of the 'steps. Many of 
the old residents and visitors recnll 
t.h11Mt1 11011"11, ,Turl1e H, M, Smnt•rvlllt•, 
II Jutlga or the MUlU'Clffll! coui·L lllltl It 
distinguished Tuscaloosan, was the 
next owner of this stately old home. 
Dr. J. L. Williamson, a prominent 
physician, purchased the mansion and 
made it . his home for a number of 
years. 

About · seven years ago Dr. Seaborn 
E. Deal bought the home. from Mrs. 
Williamson. !t,. year later Dr. Deal, 
realizing the need of repair, had the 
home remodeled, I but . preserved the 
beauty ·of _:the original home. Today 
this old landmark stands in : a won-
derful state o(preservatfon and is one 
of _the slirl~;.; pla__c,s bf the city. So 
far. as ,i!h:k~!?wn-, 4_tabama never own-

. ed a 'gove.r~i>l:'I'' 'ma~sion, until the 
capital was ·.'.fuoved to Montgomery. ... . 

,,,t~~r 
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tinw h> tjuu.• \\'p.1•e w,provi-iatPU for the :tntl. h .. 1J114ht.--; of ll!Hto~, _lu1111g>.JLL tlus tmw ago (It l\aYrng- ramet.1 Inst Yt'tll'J we llud t.: L·ttl use hy tlw lleople. cat(_id at the state UniY 
<'l'cctio11 of :;mitablc huihliu~s. s~moi· wanlen. or l!1swg- \ 1rtl1t~ lmlg<.' , o,}:r halt a hmulre<f JH'est>ut. 'l'he liveryman touii•laius urnl says: A. $I. of that iustitutio 
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1 _1 ?,m ;he ,_~clmm_1:-;:1,Lhn l~f_ the. t:sr'.tte of !lnrmg_ the eight :rears. that lie has been sw1!tlY. attentlrng to then· busmess on wheels in the Uuitetl States, antl about a. diligent student of u: 
:--;:~-\~ht 1~ ~l..~d<~_<?~, .~tb.uttt fn.~~ Ill. 11~~ .. nor\h-1 ~n lrnsmess hen~ . . lfo 1:-;.• a.· ~so m:q,1a ge1· of then· s1Je11t stt?etb. one rider to every 150 )nhabitauts in done a large pr:1.c:tice-
"ls .. ot t lH_ CIQ to~ tht s,1m of ::j,1.,080, the telephouc cxchi.rng-o of the- Southern "Amidst this- migllt!,~ fuss jnst let me this country coutninin•... 70 000 000 of · citizens of T'usculoosa. •.~J 11 l tlte 0 1<! trai;t that ~· ot:t the county H ell Telephone awl Tdegravh Companv mention, people 
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Hui t.H c u , ",t~ M1 l t01 :S ,>l . foll?- m lu~ storl'. Ilis r<?SHlm1ce 1s 100 En.st It is iu<leed a pretty sight to see our old men as well as the yonug ones riding with his fellowim .. •n. l years he has end ea vo1 
from active pmctice-h 
requiring his constant 

Dr. "\Villhun. 
After receiving a th 

education, he gr!lduated 
Medical colleg.-, of the l 
in 1867, aud at once t'I 
practice in Tuscaloos:1.. 
quired an l•:xteu~ive and 
and devoted himself wit 
tention to his patients 
years of his professiou 
man of high character 
victions- a.u<l never tun 
line of duty. 
· He was s9rgeon of t 
Alabama from U!\Jl. to 

Dr. Hesit!r is 55 year 
accumulatecl a comfort 

D1•. A. D. C . l 
is a. native of Spartu.nl 
years of age, and se 

1 Ht"i.llc111c.u. t. tlli6 (·ount.r, I 1870. He moved to the • 
I in 1SS7, and hos here 

I 
tensive practice since tl" 
had wide experience : I of the diseases which 

1 section of the countr) 
I remarkably successful · 

RESIDENCE OF JUDGE·H. M. SOMERVILLE. 
\ OL D l:O\' ERNOR'S M.-\NSION )! 

m1~~1_l\.\" wn.s, p:;ain e,._1wml9ll in <'_l'<'Ct i~ 1;.:- I Rro:1d . street. which he built five. yef!-l'S' !no~lcst :r.01~ng nnsses and beautiful y~ung 
lu1 h dmgs . Uw con_:pc\us:v~on l!_:1111 1 nr ag-o th~:> s1m1m<'~·· I n cver.r wnlk m hfe lathes glulmg down our oak-lined streets 
<:.•ach pau1wt· wa$ irom ::-s to ::,10 11,•r )Ir. hrng-h:.un is ahoYe repro:1ch. and cn~r.r aftL:rnoml; we welcome the wlu:el-
rnonth, wi th the u:;e of. the fa rm :.uhle,I. Tuscaloosa hns no wor thiPr citizen . woman. and wi~h we hatl more o f them 

[n 1872 the voor liomw wa ;-;• discun- in our mitlsr. 
tilitw<l, awl tile ea tc of the pan[H' rs was One of the Io,·eliest pictures the writer 
let out tn t he lmn•st hilltlc r, which iu no has rvc1· wit nessed was at the \\·orld's 
year fell ln~low $8 cadL 1u:r month . 'l'hc fah· iu Chicago. during the L. A. ,v. 
ohjedious to this s.n, tmn LetamP so . meet. when 5,0UO wheelmen nnd wheel-
!'.-; ti'ong- tha t iu ·1xS;} :1 l'l';.!11 1:tr 1mor house woull.'n Wl're admitted through the gates 
was ag-ain r•s ta hlis lwd. T lw cnmmis::;iou- io take µnrt in the lantern parade t hrough 
ers. with the l!X J)(' ri l11tc·e (krin?1l from tlw the g1·om ds, every wheel being illumhrn.t-
pai;t. wisl~ly a v1.1itll.'il the er rors that etl nm) decorated with Chinese lanteru~. 
markl!tl the ::;rstPm u p rn this rinll'. :.uul The proce -~iou was two and a half wiles 
p,u·clta:-:.P1l a ll('a lltifnl :rncl lt(•a lthfnl loca- :ung. rilling two abreast, and emlJodicU 
tion. wi th lands sus1.·t•ptil.Jl c of cnHiYatiou . a bout l~u~y riders. I said to myself, 
m•:n· ti!lo n;..;-h to be do~l•l~- lookt>ll after, as I was rulmg- down .. ~Iidwa:;," what 
:i ncl which will moni sm·l•l.v 1.H'fanne morn I woulJ th(! peop!e at home sa y if they 
\·:dn:thh~ l-·:tch )'l~:n. Th11 l' l'l'e tiou of ! co ntd see thi<s shdit toni;:ht. 
cu111fort:1!)le awl you111~od ion:- lrn ihlin i4"s , ,· . \\~hrn~tcr ladies tn~e hol1~ of nn:r th ing, 
:1.ml tl1e rna tu.rnrat1on ol· ;t w1:;c arnl Im- hkc t hey h:l\'C cvc:hng this Inst year. 
1ua1ie policy iu the earl? :t lltl snp:w r t of it i · sure to impar·t ge-utlrness an<l 1irnke 
~,m· ~m fo~•tn11:1.tli 1wo11l1~ is a _111 011111~u~nt t o 1 . • , . tr __ IK'Ue!ici~I to a!l eyc~ists. 
Hs to 1111tl<!r:--. arnl l'PJHlers 1t a 11 mst1tu- • 0 "'ci,h 'l ho•n.ts Gnrner. I U on t r1,le a whc~l 1f you cannot be a 
J:ion won h.,· o[ t.lw hest efforts of 1mr l'Olll- T he :rnhj ect of this sketch. whose pm·- g c•ntlt.' lll:t.n." 
mis:,it111 c•rs to pr•rtH!tnate all(l s u:-- tnin. trait a n>t•:u·s in chi:,; 1111blica tion., has I _ l_t is :1 notable fact that in_ the larger 

- -- · lin•tl i n Tusc·i lous·t since his bovhood ' Clltes of the north {!-lld east, that the 
"\\·ools~~Y li'i:uucll. aml 11:,· hi::; n::tivn •_g-oo,I sens~ and~ man~ }ri1k'f!i~ .. ~ e!lllJ1~.

1~t;~ 11:i.i~;t~~u!~~ 
T h<' ::-uhjed of• t his skc•td1 _wa::; l!o_rn 1 agcimeut l1as had a consi<ler~11.Jle na~asure Lliug 

0
honsPS, b:er gardens" and ~uch 

rl.'ns~:uloosa touHt:\:, Od: :!4;, ~1SUG-. llts t? tl:- of s1u:c:Pss iu lmsiul•ss. Hy his fair Ur•a1- I ph1ec-s on ~ tu day afternooi1s, untl carry-
n<·at~<rn wni-v 1·11,·<•~vc•1l ... m 111~<:i.ll(Hl;:'<~ nrnl ing· nlHl hi~ g enial eom n :.1. nionshit• 38 !Hg th~m out where tt1ey can see nature 
:.\[d.,alla . ..\In. ::.\tr. l.• 11111t•1l rn a c1nl PU- \\" ,11 , ") 1 . . 1 · .. 1 . 1· .. f .· d .' 1• ; 111 all 1rs ~1·.:uulenr. ~ on rarely ever see 
.~:ium•i· by 1,ro(t:ssio11. havin.~· (:Omllll!Bccd l •1- lls 0~_'1 fl to . us ueu s, 1.1e a tlrnnknrcl !1-wbeel, for he cannot l'('-
hi::. <:ho::.,m aYo <::t ti on iu '.18,'{7 arn1 filling- has c..lra)YH to hnu :t host of people! who min the whisky nnd his equlibrimn at 
::; iu(:e tl1:tt time ev ery positiou, from ux- h:1ve iuternste<l thHmselves in his success onu and the same time. 
man io diYision 1~ ngirn!er. in en~ry wny. "A man cnn Urink till be sea.re"- •t:n blinl.: 

-~\[r. Fiun<' ll's work has hel'U c:oufincd to llis father, )Ir. Itenben Gnrnur, was a Yet ricle m a car or wag,m; ¥ • • ' 

thei r "bikes" along onr pnblic highways; 
tor it is not the 11$eorcher" that gets the 
most fn n out of his wheel. 
11Don't ritle your wheal nnt•l yo11r Sl>rt;ow, 
nut ride sfl- you m:.1y ride, tomo-rJ.·o.v." 

Lest I sltould worry the reatler with 
the length of this article I shall bring 1t 
to a close, for I always -stop l'i<ling when 
I get tired_ 

I love tlte wheel and shall ride ·as long 
ns I can mount one and sit in the 
s:~dtl.!e. 

'l'hankiug yon for the space in your col-
mnns :1.rn:l with the hopes of seeing better 
roads nml more wlwelmeu. I remain, 

· Sincerely yours, 
U JTillclt IL 111.<L"-WELL. 

fa milia r w it.h the g-ew•r;.tl character and ugllly respected [Jlnutf!l' and me-rchnnt boa t. . "\Valter D. Seed. 
the :-.onth 1,xdnsively , aud 110 man is more 1 . Ile can woli3tPn bis thl'Out in u Parg~~. or u I 
i•p~onn·i•s vf thi::; ~l•diun than lie. In in this c:ouuty, and a m,u1 much like his But he can' t ride a wlleel'witb a 1jo.g on.'" 0 f T 1 . , 1 0 .- b . 
18:~D and ).8!J~) _h n bni_lt for th~~ lt~n:-,~ Ten- sou in vo~sesl-lillg- ::;trong force of charac- . Th_c Uicr.cle is oue-. of tl1e greatest in-

11
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0 
uscu o~sa ~"'~a 

1
.
0f usm.cs~ 

JH! ~Sl!P, \ 1rg!nm :.11111 UPorgta railroad, tcr and intclleet. His mother the writer '"ntious _of modern tm1es: for the golden men 1s the po~uhu, 1uoares
91,e nn<l p10s 

, ~011H~ of the hf•avicxt wol'k e \'(!r tlonc in Uitl not have the good for t un~ to know, tl_o<!r of the ' 'T).'ansporta.t10n" builtling at perous dealer 1n hardware, cutlery, crocli:~ 
f . .\labam:1. ht•iug at ~hnt tilll(! ri~~i1le11t eu- Ch1cag-o bore t his inscriptim~: "l\fac-?-nley ery, stoves, harness_, bridles, saddles and 

giHl'l!l' nwlt•r the J:ttt! Cary A. "\Vilson , C. ~~l1fo wi ,<!otl(lt i1~t. sl1;,' "/:-\a ~ottl "lomaui says the mnn who lessens d1s~ance is the farI:ti uu1.chinery VVnlter D . See(]. i:rr. 
E .. of :NPw Yol'k. In the· lattm· vart of '. l c,o e . H:1 e .o . tel :.1m1 Y ant grealcst benefactor to .mankmcl." ... . . "? .•. ' . . . 
l~' JO ·1111 il nri11u· t he wholP of the vear otlar uol!le "omitu :s ,\: 01k. \Vlwrever the bicy~le has come into Seed JS v- J ears of age aud is a native 

, ~Ul 1;e ~\' 'lS PU"1:;,·,t•d iu huil<]i11 ... tlte Chat¥ . l\fr. ,T. _f. Ga~·n_cr _lli\l'l'owly escaped Ue- gc:. uerul nse it has teudecl towards im- Alabamian, having been born aud rear~d 

1 tanooga s~,;1Ll1t;:n\·ailway, anl's ince then ~t~~~.e~~;:~;!l _s~!~n~!:
11
~f ~[t~s:~io.~~\1 ~ou~ty1 :t I>;'ovit~g- the roads; nm~ for several_ y e f!-l'S in this city. I-le was graduated from the 

h t: has ht:cn rloing- a general cng-ineeriug ii ,
111 

• .
1
·' · •1~ : ~t~t 1

stvcr.t learn . ie tiw siclewa.Jli:s :ind l;ir_1dges of this city stnte university in 188:.-l aml stood fourth 
U. • t' 1 .· · . • ·t , ,1 1 ,·Jo-~~ b, t t te pos1t1011:i of ,tit cmuu and ch1ef 111.1 ve Leen fixed hy the whee,lmen . , ' . . ~\.s~~~~t'\~1~·;; 11~!111~ i:l~::iI\l~: o~ y olice o! t~w dtr of T!1s_e!tloosu, and It is a great pity th:1.t onr cou-niy does 11n a. ~c._a~s _of tw~nty-~,~~· I-11s _wife ~va_s 

F hmr H~ <ll ,d to ohuw ho,Y his s~irvices as h,::s. h<it~n_p_1~u!11!ent m 11~htics _m the coun- 1!ot !ia.n .' more imcn·m·t~ments 011 h().r pnb- tlI~ cba1mm~ :Miss Elhc Fost~r, of Ii os-
·m r·n•r i

1 
ct• r ·irP ~u n·~ht it is ouly rn•ccs8ary tj and tltj 101. a ll!lmher of years. At lie h1gl~wnys, for the better the roa<ls the ter s, Ala. 'Ibey have one cluld, aud re-

.. z:· _, -~ 1:: 1 •• • .... :.::. 1.,, .-, ;,. ; 1, ,. , .,n, _ U.1.~ re<:e1n elec~1011, t~_r c~rnnty _and, 1 !~lOre "go" a conuuunity will have a'oout ... ;tt ;~~ir,,i:~~1a~!::~t n~-~.~;,~i~l ~~~11~
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He is a ~l'!lduate of r 
,ersity, Philadelphia. 

Dr. J. L. : 
ca me-to Tuscaloosa fr 
in 1887, ,rnd :i.-equirN1 
in a remark.tUly shori 
gentle111:.1n of much Cl 
ment, and is fully abr1 
~ress of the t imes in tJ 
fossion. I-lit is an :111-r 
nnd has inforurn tion an 
ficient to apply the l:tte 
use the newest a1111ro· 
instruments in mctlidn, 

Ile was grad ua tt:>d fro 
lina )Iet1.ic~1.1 College, ~1 
a_::e. 

Dr. J. L. '"\Vil] 
. is a nati,e of Tuscnl, 
Uorn in 1853 antl com 
tice of m e1.liciue in Tt 
I-le was gr:1tlu:1teU fr 
MeJical College in 1&' 
time has taken se\·• 
courses iu specialties i1 
J evoti on to his· 11rofesi 
and his success phen 
perhaps the largest ::11 
111·aetiee of any r,hysic 
lmm:1, :ind his 1H·ofes~ 
botl1 me<licine anJ sn 
entineuce. 

Dr. "\V. G. Sot 
is n. physici:.111 of first 
ability, nnd his pr:1eric 
in e,·er}- department 
I-It was gT;.tdnat.ed fron 
.A.labam:.t in 1SS5 ,1nd 
de-pnrtmeut of Colnn1 bi 
lle was assistan t phy 
ham:.1 insan£' hos11it:1 l f 
autl home pb.rsieinn i 
hospital for one y e:.lL', 
the larg-eS;t ll\)8-[lit:llt. 
Somerville comtut.1 nced 

' Tuscaloosa iu 1sn:t m 
ately acquired n gO0l 
practice. He is thorou 
his methods am1 l't.'Hl(•c' 

· some excellent· sur:.::fon 
H1st few· rears. · 1-l'e- i 
the Uuivei•sity of A.lab 

D1•. 'I\ 1\1. Lei 
is a n:1tivc 

0

of Tuscalo, 
now 32 yenrs of ag, 
from the )f('1Hcnl Gol!t: 
lStll nuLl , t1ftc..•r r1rncti 
success n t Cottondale 
for ~everal yeurs, can 
181Kt He is a hrigh 
p}1ysicinn, and his excel 
professional attninmen 
him distinguished succ, 

Dr, R. G, l\ 
is the iast of tlte ante 
in practice here, mul h 
as a physician from onE 
to the other. He was 
day• of January, 1827, 
ating from the Georgi: 
began the practice of 
caloosa county in 185-J 

II e has been famous 
successful treatment c 



TUSCALOOSA Tuscaloosa County 

Dearing-B~gby House (Dr. Deal House, "Governor's Mansion," University Club) 

(ALA-230), 421 Que~n City Ave. (NE corner Queen City Ave. and University Blvd.). 

Brick covered with stucco, basically T-shaped with stem formed by rear wing, 

five-bay front, two stories (rear wing originally one story), truncated hipped 

roof once terminating in b·alustraded deck, full-length hexastyle Ionic portico 

(formerly surmounted by balustrade), center columns originally supported balcony 

with wheatsheaf balustrade, semielliptical fanlight doorways above and below set 

into deeply paneled reveals, one-story Tuscan-order shed porch along S side of 

rear wing; center hall plan, Federal and Colonial Revival-style interior wood-

work, some decorative plasterwork; brick dependency at rear. Built ca. 1834 for 

local merchant and riverboat captain James H. Dearing; John J. Webster, master-

builder; renovated 1922 for Dr. Seaborn H. Deal, including addition ot second 

story to wing and one-story arcuated solarium on S side, reduction of balcony, 

interior changes including much new woodwork, coffered ceili~_g and arched French 
,. 

doors in diningroom; further rear additions 1957. Haine of Gov. Arfh'i.i"~ · p~ Bagby 

ca. 1838-41. University Faculty Club since 1944. 6 ext. photos (1934, 1936, 

including 2 photos of dependency and bri~k garden wall), 4 int. photos (1934); 

2 data pages (1936). 

Bob Gamble survey HABS June 1979 
' 
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· 2111 Fourteenth St. (sw corner 
Fourteenth St. and Queen City 
Ave.). Brick covered with stucco, 
rectangular ( 5-bay front) with semi-
detached central rear wing, 2 Sto-
rie~, hipped roof extending over U-
shaped portico encircling front and 
sides of house (colonnade composed 
of 16 slender Ionic columns, center 
bay carries upper bilcony with 
wheatsheaf balustrade); center-hall 
plan, spiral stairway, Greek Revival 
style decorative plasterwork, 32 ' -
long drawing room with pair of 
marble mantels on E side of hall. 
Built ca. 1838 for local merchant; 
rear wing late 19th C. (possibly 
built on site of previous wing); ca. 
1888 renovations include leaded-
glass front doors and alteration of 
stair in Eastlake manner; ca. 1920 
changes include replacement of 
wooden portico floor with concrete, 
also frame additions at rear; stairway 
partially. restored to original ap-
pearance ca. 1950 . 3 ext. photos 
(1934), 6 int . photos (1934, r936); 
1 data page (r936). Seealro FB) (]7-
ALArI 130 and r 13 r). 

Dearing, James, House (Dr. Sea-
born Deal House, "Governor's Man-
sion," University Club) (AL-230), 
421 Queen City Ave. (NE corner 
Queen City Ave. and University 
Blvd.). Brick covered with stucco, 
basically T-shaped with stem 
formed by rear wing, 5-bay front, 2 
stories (rear wi11g originally I story), 
truncated hipped roof originally ter-
minating in balustraded deck, full-
length hexastyle Ionic portic9 (once 
surmounted by turned and paneled 
balustrade), center columns origi-
nally supported balcony with wheat-
sheaf b,i I ustrade, semi elliptical 
fanlight doorways above and below 
set into deep paneled reveals, I-

story Tuscan-order shed porch along 

T!(settloosa Co11nty 

s side of rear wing; center-hall plan, 
much of original woodwork replaced 
in 1920s by Colonial Revival style 
trim, some decorative plasterwork. 
Brick dependency at rear. Built ca. 
1834-35, possibly to designs by 
William Nichols; John J. Webster, 
master-builder; renovated ca. 1922 
for Dr. Seaborn Deal, including 
shortening of rear wing and addi-
tion of second story, also 1 -story ar-
cuated solarium on s side of main 
block, reduction and rebuilding of 
balcony ; simul taneous interior 
changes encompassed moving back 
of stairway and replacement of bal-
ustrade (using original handrail), 
coffered ceiling, and arched French 
doors in dining room; further rear 
addi t ions 195 7. First owner, Dear-
ing, was merchant and riverboat 
captain . Ho~se considered "wonder 
of the town" when built. Home of 
Gov. Arthur ·P. Bagby 1838-43 . 
University Club since 1944. 6 ext. 
photos (1934, 1936, including 2 
photos of dependency and brick gar-
den wall), 4 int. photos (1934); 2 
data pages ( r 9 36). 

Dearing-Swaim House. See 
Alexander Dearing House 
(AL-228), 2 r r r Fourteenth St. 

Drish, Dr. John R., House 
(AL-201), 2300 Seventeenth St . (in 
traffic circle at intersection of Seven-
teenth St . and Twentv-third Ave.). 
Brick covered with st,ucco, 61 1 2" (5-
bay front) X 67' ro" overall, 2 sto-
ries, hipped roof extending over 
full-length porticoes front and rear, 
bracketed cornice with egg-and-dart 
ovolo molding, applied paterae on 
frieze, N elevation (front) dominated 
by 3-story arcuated tower breaking 
from cenrer of full-height Ionic por-
tico (tower embellished with Greek 
Revival style detail and bracketed 

353 

cornice), hexastyle Tuscan colonnade 
across rear; semidetached rec-
tangular r-story service wing 
(approx . 41 'r 111 X 20 1 311

) on E side; 
center-hall plan, originally branched 
stairway to second floor, elaborate 
plasterwork throughout. Erected / ._ 
early 1830s; shows influence of 
William Nichols. Considerably al-
tered ca. 1855 with addition of Ital-
ianate tower, cast-iron grillwork, 
and other decorative elements. Man-
sion originally stood at end of tree-
lined lane extending to now-demol-
ished gate and porter's lodge at 
present Twenty-third Ave.-Fif-
teenth St. intersection. House muti-
'lated early to mid-20th C., 
including gutting of interior (re-
mov~I of original stair, plasterwork, 
and most interior trim), stripping 
away of cast iron, demolition of ser-
vice wing; now sandwiched between 
modem construction on E and w. 
Once remarkable example of com-
bination of Greek Revival and pic-
turesque elements . Dr. Drish, 
builder-owner, was Tuscaloosa phy-
sician and erstwhile building con-
tractor and owner of skilled slave 
craftsmen who evidently executed 
much early decorative plasterwork 
in Tuscaloosa. House was Jemison 
School 1906-25; Southside Baptist 
Church annex in 1983. 5 sheets 
(1934, including plot plan, plans , 
elevations, details); r ext. pho-
tocopy (ca. 1907), 5 ext. photos 
(1934, 1936), 3 int. photos (1934, 
19 36); 2 data pages ( r 9 36). See also 
FBJ ()7-ALA-r 132 through 1135); 
Tebbs (T3-ALA-339r83 and 
339184). 

Duffie's Tavern. See Old Tavern 
(AL-224), 2800 28th Ave . 
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HARRIS-SOMERVILLE HOME AND FAMILY, CA. 1875 'I · I 

"l ,tf."' i"' 1·· 

(OLD GOVERNORS MANSION) . 18 71 1-

T his i s the oldest phot@grapn know ~of the house, a large cop 1 
of which currently hangs · in the rear hall. The small boy tot 
extreme left is Ormond Som 

SAME HOUSE-NOW UNIVERSITY FACULTY CLUB 

-45-
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12. The account of the death of Eudora Lelia Somerville McEachin published in the Jan. 22, 1913, issue oft.he West Alabama BreE'::e 
states that the Somerville family oi;cupied the new home in Jan. 1841, when she was three months old. 

photo c. 
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SOMERVILLE-MCEACIBN-LI'ITLE -Hale House 
RESIDENCE 

709 Queen City Avenue, Tuscaloosa. 
Built by Dr. James Somerville in 1840, 

it was the boyhood home of Judge Henderson 
Middleton Somerville. Dr. Somervi~le'~ . 
daughter, Eudora Somerville McEachin, inherited 
the house1in 1880. 



HARRIS-SOMERVILLE HOl'VIE AND FAMILY, CA. 1875 
(OLD GOVERNtfits MANSION) 

SAME HOUSE-NOW UNIVERSITY FACULTY CLUB 
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. CHAPTER VII 
HENDERSON MIDDLETON SOMERVILLE 

VII. Henderson Middleton SomerviJle - seventh child of Dr. James Somerville and Helen 
Glassell Wallace, was born on Mar. 23,· 1837, at the town of Madison Court House in Madison 
County, Virginia, where his father practiced medicine. The family moved to Tuscaloosa, Alabama, 
in the fall of 1837. His primary education was acquired in the school of Mrs. John Little, Sr. and 
later under Prof. Bradshaw. He entered the University of Alabama when fifteen years of age and 
graduated A.B. in 1856, with distinction. After teaching school one year, he received an M.A. degree 1 

from the University of Alabama, in 1859, and entered the Cumberland Law School, at Lebanon, 
Tennessee, where he graduated in 1859 with an LLB degree. Proceedi,ng to Memphis, he began 
the practice oflaw as a partner of his oldest brother, Col. James Somerville. In 1861, while still 
practicing law, he assumed the political editorship and management of the "Memphis Appeal." 
His articles in that paper were described as "caustic, logical and classically elegant." Under his 
editorial management, the "Appeal" more than quadrupled in circulation in less than two years 
of time. While in Memphis, he was National President of the University of Alabama Alumni 
Association (1860-61). His three brothers being in 'the Confederate Army, he returned in 1862 to 
Tuscaloosa to care for his widowed mother, and his young sisters. He accepted the position of 
associate professor of mathematics and classics in the University of Alabama which he filled un-
til the University was burned by federal troops in April, 1865. He then entered the practice of law 
at Tuscaloosa in partnership with his brother-in-law, Judge John J. Ormond, formerly a member 
of the Alabama Supreme Court and a Mr. Nicholson. The association was terminated by the death 
of Judge Ormond and he then formed a partnership with Capt. A.B. McEachin of Tuscaloosa, who 
had married his sister, Eudora Somerville. This partnership enjoyed an extensive and lucrative 
practice for ten years. In 1868, he attained wide recognition for successfully defending Ryland 
Randolph, the famous editor of the Tuscaloosa Monitor, before a military tribunal in Selma on 
the charge ·of intimidating folored citizens. In, 1873, by invitation of the Board of Regents, he 
organized the present Law School of the Univ0rsit., vf ..:\l;.;.bam~ :md remained at its head until 
his appointment as an associate justice of tp.e.i\labama Supre,-rne Court in September, 1880, and 
while serving on that bencl1, he continued for ten years to lecture to the law students. Prior to his 
appointment \o the'•court, he was for ten years a member of the democratic state executive com-
mittee. He was electecl·by the people in 1886 as an associate justice of the Alabama Supreme Com't. 
His judicial opinions, n.umbering between eleven and twelve hundred, appear in the Alabama 
Reports in Volumes 65 through 90. He served on that court until 1890 and during his term of ser-
vice the court was nationally recognized as one of the strongest in America. His opinions on cor-
poration law have taken high ranks in legal literature and he was an acknowledged authority in 
the field of medical jurisprudence, having established the rules for determining criminai respon-
sibility of the insane in his opinion in Parsons vs. State, 81 Alabama Reports 577. From 1876 to 
1893, he was a trustee of the Alabama Insane Hospital and was the author of the Alabama law 
enacted in 1887 creating a commission of lunacy and regulating the custody of the criminal insane 
and procedure for their trial. 

In 1877, the degree of Bachelor of Laws was confe1Ted on him by Georgetown College, Kentucky 
and the same degree was confern~d on him by the University of Alabama in 1884, and by the 
Southwestern Presbyterian University at Clarksville, Tennessee, in 1887. 

In 1890, he was appointed by President Benjamin Harrison to the newly created Board of United 
States General Appraisers (the judicial department of the Cu~tpms Service) in New York City. He 
served on this Board (as Chairman of the Board of Classifications) until his death. He was a rul-
ing elder in the Presbyterian Church; President of the New York Medio-Legal Society, 1892-93; 
a 'lrustee of the Peabody Educational Fund; President of the N. Y. Southern Society and a member 
of Phi Beta Kappa and Alpha Delta Phi fraternities. 

-44-
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f in 1956, a new dormitory at the University of Alabama was named Somerville Hall in his honor. 
His portrait hangs in the Alabama Supreme Court Building in Montgomery, Alabama, and in the 
Law Center at'Tuscaloosa and at Cumberland Law School in Birmingham. 

He married (1) Cornelia Banks Harri~(born December 5, 1838; died October 28, 1878) daughter 
of Richard Norjleet Harris and Amanda Melvina Banks (see notes on the Harris, Banks, Gray, 
Mason and Jenkins fpmilies) on March 20, iS62, at Tuscaloosa, Alabama; and (2) Mrs. Mary Saville 
(nee Wyman) in August, 1881, at Montg(>mery, Alabama. He died September 15, 1915, in New York 
City, and is buried in the family lot in Greenwood Cemetery at Tuscaloosa, Alabama. 

Henderson Middleton Somerville and Cornelia Banks Harris had seven sons, all of whom were 
horn in the old mansion (built in 1834 and occupied by Arthur P. Bagley when Governor of 
Alabama), located on the comer of Queen City a11J Uui.vt:Jisit.y ,lwenues in Tuscaloosa, Alabama, 
and now used as the University Faculty Club, which was purchased by Henderson M. Somerville 
from the heirs of his father-in-law, Richard Norfleet Harris. Their children were: 

The University Club was purchased by ~ichard Norf l eet Harris 
in 1852. _The deed was transfered to hip daughter and 
son-in~law, Mr. and Mrs , Henderson.Middieton Somerville, in 
April, 1~70. ~he heirs of Mrs. Somerville sdld the property 
t~ Dr. Williamson in April, igoo. 
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CAPITOL PARK AREA (WEST OF THE HOTEL) 

After no other preservation sol.utions could be found the Tuscaloosa· 
County · Preservation S·ociety; . a volunteer ·.organization, · and the Tuscaloosa 

.county Historical Preservation Authority, a governmental board, have re-
located three houses to Capitol Park, the site of Alabama's second state 
capitol. 

Browne-Randall Senior Citizen's 
Center (1870) - The former home of 
Judge Newbern Browne, was purchased 
by the Authority and moved to Capitol ·· 
Park. The City has secured funds for 
its adaptive use as a senior citizens' 
center. This is an excellent opportunity 
to see adaptive-use restoration in 
progress. 

Strickland House (1820) 
This Greek Revival style raised 
cottage was the home of Moses 
McGuire, the first probate judge. 
It was moveq. to Capitol Park to 
prevent its demolition. It has 
been adapted for the offices of 
the Tuscaloosa County Preserva-
tion Society and the Tuscaloosa 
Cou n t y Historical Preservation 
Aut h or i ty. 

Old Tavern (c. 1827) 
This French style structure was a popular inn and gather i ng place. In 
order to prevent its demolition, the Society moved it t o the present site 
for use as a museum and gift shop. 

·collier-Boone House (1835) 
Gray D. Boone, publisher of Antique 
Monthly, Horizons, and the Gray Letter, 

,and her husband, James Boone, Jr., 
newspaper publisher, have saved the 

0 historic home of Gov. Henry Collier 
(1849-53). Using the talents of 
Edward Jones, restoration architect 
for the White House, and John 
Williamson, landscape architect for 
the Metropolitan Museum, it has an 
excellent example of a 19th century 
garden. 

Guild-Verner House (1822) 
This Federal style home, was thy.-
city's first brick residence. 
Restoration was completed by the 
Homebuilders Association of 
Tuscaloosa, Inc., and is an ante-
b ellum mansion for use as offices 
ye t utilizing the decor of those 
c::rntebc' llum d ays. 

Searcy House (c. 1830) 
Bu i lt for Judge Henry Minor, 
t he house was later owned by 
Dr. James T. Searcy , superin-
t endent of Bryce Hospital. It 
was bought by the Authority to 
prevent its already scheduled 
demolition . The Authority be-
gan the prel i minary restoration 
t hen sold i t , with restrictive 
convenants, t o Woodrow Hobson, 
Jr. - a marve l o us job of adapt-
ing its use to offices. 

--X--- Un i versity Club (1834) 
Bu ilt b y James H. Dearing, it 
was later the home of Governor 
Ar thur Bagby . It was given to 
the University of Alabama by Mr. 
and Mrs. H.D. Warner for adap-
tive use. Displayed in the main 
parlor is a.magnificent set of 
Be ltq r furniture. 

Battle-Friedman House (1835) 
is Gree k Reviva l style-home was built by Alfred Battle and willed to 

.e city of Tuscaloosa. The Society has restored it. 

l1 ! :;79 
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_.tJ~~-Clubc.1834 
-· 421 ,(Jueen· City Avenue 

' • • • .:. 1 , ,·. i' .ri~:;•.-.•r,;" 
· Called by Tuscaloosans "Tht9overnor's Mansion" in honor of Governor Arthur P. Bagby who resided there, the stiueturc;.,;, {i~;:·~ 

was bu~!!n.1834 by Captain Ja~es Dearing who piloted the first steamboat from Mobile to Tuscaloofi;, Six Ionic col~?)» ~ fr~ •·J,,;· ,:;;,-,:_ 11 • 

•' th~ ma~slon ·and _a small balcony (with fragile wooden balustrade) proj~cJs from the second floor .- ~!11ower J~d-~ · fro ·•:,.,.-~~-~~~::: _ ?·: 
doors, have exquisite fanlights above them. In 1944, the structure was sold to the Warner family wl{o.·i:tonat~cl.:lt. ~s ~;;jf:{J1-~, -._:-~f _ 

. fac;ulty¢1ubforTheUnlversityofAlabama. · .· " · '.: · :-: -:.: ;/_ ·:,:i;fdf':- ·•,.:;A}~>'.i; -'·-~ "i 
, • • \ . . • \ • . ~ : : •• /::1 • : ?,-if" 'tl.':.I . ,,.,.- ' 

·. The original house had the same general appearance it has today, although it had no sun porch on'the so~~: ·· -th~i:: ) · ' 
,· center of.the roof was a square platform from which the smoke of the river boats could be ·seen :as they approi:\C , "·· -),(;.'; 

bringlng·,iupplies from Mobile. The kitchen stood on the north side separate from tlie house._but eonMcted by a c _ ' r. ; 
to the north porch. · · ·•:~ · :_.r:•:~ .... , , .:...·,·:, ':'. 

The ah:hltecture is 18th and 19th century and the style is Greek Revival "Peripteral Mode _;, : <1~·· ,'. -.:---- ·· · · · ', ·· :: 

I 
' • 
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0\V HERITAGE \<\EEK was a 
crash·n • succes!'. 1es , it was, 
1t certa rly was! The v•hole 
thing opened up at tne 

Universi y Club v here O le Marvin 
Harper did this s·mp!y marvelous 
job adedicotin or:! blessin' the 
marker, don't you see, and the next 
crack out'n the box I (Ole Jack) 
ied this high s eppin' band otop 
Ole "Paper Tiger " right down 
·he center o f Ole University Avenue, 
don't you see? At first I was a mite 
opprehensive as to how Ole 
· Paper' might react 'cau se I'd on ly 
been aridin' him for less than a 
year and I figured tha t he (Ole 
'Paper") just might think he was on 

the jump course and try to clear a 
parked automobile or two, don't 
you see? He (Ole "Paper" ) acted 
the regular parade horse, tho, and 
went astrurtin' down the middle 
of the avenue right in tune with 
the band ond did all his little 
dressage steps that I (Ole Jack) hod 
taught him, don't you sec, in 
perfect order right on command, 
and all. Why he (Ole "Paper Tiger") 
would two -trock ocross to onu ~ide 
of the street and then shoul er in 
to the other and when we 'd come 
to Cl hol t, he'd !urn on his haunches 
or on the forehand os prc11y as you 
please. He (Ole "Tiger " ) seemed 
to know fol s were alooki •1· at h im 

cause he'd preen and strut :.kc 
anything! And when we came to 
·he Capitol grounds, he simply 
popped over this little bitsy Ii'! ok• 
wall with a "howdy-doody" flop 
of his o le tai l and then went to 
adoin' his stops and starts on 
the circle to the right and lef• just 
ashowin ' out like anything! 

We all rnade fine little tail,s 
concernin' our heritage, an:! all, 
ond gave out the prizes fo, the 
best heritage composi tions, .:ind 
such. Ole Snow Hinton (the Mayor) 
got to talk o mite and Ole Charlie 
Snyder did more than his ~hare 
in th e talkin ', and such, and :t w:is 
a grand a nd glorious start for 
the heritage part of the house 
warmin' Jype shows that cute: li' I 
dolls like Gray Boone and Frances 
Nelson did all •he workin ' on and 
Oie Marvin Harper did o!I tf": 
tolkin· about, ana all. 

Now I fill the same type role Ir 
the horsy end of the w.eek as Oie 
Marvin Harper and Norman 
Bnssett fill ·n the house res'tor~1tion, 
interior dccoratin' and "ah1iquin'-
obout" part, don' ! you see, so I'll 
simply gel bock lo my (Ole Jock 's) 
role as the mouth-piece tor the ho, ~c 
part and try to fill you in a mite. 
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.Background on University Club 

Built in 1834 by Capt. James Dearing who piloted the first steamboat 

from Mol:>ile to Tuscaloosa. ~ix beautiful columns front the mansion. One time 
home of Alabama's &overnor Ar~hur.: P. Bagby during the 1830' s. From this the house 

· is often called the Governor's Mansion. 

During many owners, the _buildin.., was se<l as a doctor's ~ffice, U.S~O 
Club, and in 1944 purchased byte Warner f , ·1y. After extensive restoratio~ 
~he Warner's donated it to the Univessity of Alaba! as a faculty f.lub. The. 
l10use 11as·beautiful interior details. 'f 



- 'i 

THE UNIVERSITY CLUB 

421 Queen City Avenue. 

Original owner - Captain James Dearing 

Present Owner - University of Alabama 

Original Architect - John Johnson Webster 'W-<:,d >1,{ e,1{...,_.""'-'..,. 
t ( '\ ;..._ 7:v~L/x,.):_~ 

Restoration Architect - Carl 

Original Use - Home 

Present Use - "Town & Gown" ni ersity Club including restaurant and bar 

The University Club was originally built for Captain James Dearing in 1834 

at a cost of $14,000.00, who soon wearied of it because the students at 

the new university made continuous raids on his chicken houses and fruit 

trees. In 1838 the beautiful Greek-Revi al !1ansion was purchased by 

Arthur Bagby during his term as governor. The house faced the Capitol 

Building at the other end of what is now niversity Blvd. 

In 1944 Mr. and Mrs. H. D. Warner purchased it and gave it to the University 

of Alabama for use as a "Town & Gown" club. The Warners also furnished 

the building with beautiful antiques including a magnificent set of Belter 

furniture in the main parlor. Oriental rugs, porcelains, painting and 
e.,....R.&Z-.1 

other Victorian Furniture of the period were eoi±e'd by Mrs. Warner for the 

building. 



REMEMBER WHEN? 
;~ 

THE GOVERNOR'S Mansion, now the University Club at Queen City 
Ave. and University Ave .• looked like thi~? Of course not, for the pic-
ture was made about 1871. At that time it belonged to Judg Henderson 

, Middleton Somerville and his wife Cornelia Banks Harris, who were 
married in 1862. With them are their children. Mrs. Som rville was the 
eldest daughter of Richard Norfleet Harris, who purchas d the property 
in 1852. It stayed in his family until 1900. Judge Somervill was on :he 
Alabama Supreme Court from 1880 to 1890 and his son Ormond was also 
a judge on the state's highest court. This picture was loaned to GRAPH-
IC by Dick Little, 709 Queen City Ave. 
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w A ' ow A BAR, in order to have personality, must be at least the concep-
tion of one individual! Now the character, personality, and individualism 
of the bar, if done by one person, may not be of the greatest! In fact it 
may well be bad! But even if so, it (the bar) does have a personality of 
one nature or another, if done by an individual and not by an interial 
decorator type, don't you see. I (Ole Jack) don't like a structure or 
decor that's perfect. I like one to have a defect here or there to show it's 
human and has human frailties, don't you see. 

Well, anyway, it (the bar) all started at the University Club Board 
meetin', held in the upstairs rat's maze in some kind of hindside barroom 
served by a dumbwaiter acomin' up from the basement floor! 

Now nobody, but nobody, ever used the upstairs of the old University 
Club, lessen he had to go to the men's room or somethin', 'cause 'twas 
composed of all these little rat's-nest-type, cut up clothes closets, ante-
rooms, dirt catchers, and latrines! And as I (Ole Jack) sat there at my 
first board meetin', amunchin' away at my hors d'oeuvres, lettuce sand-
wiches, etc., and sippin' away at a Scotch and soda or two in this long, 
ugly, hot, dusty room called a bar, and listened as to how our ole 
membership was adwindlin' and how much money we were alosin', 
and all, my ole heart turned a flip, 'cause the ole University Club was 
at one time the center of Tuscaloosa social activity, and if'n ever you 
wanted to show off Tuscaloosa Town to an outsider, you most generally 
took them to lunch or dinner at the University Club for the best meal 
in town and a "fallin' out" with Mrs. Van Duzor, the grand matriarch 
and major-domo of the Club, don't you see? Why most anybody who 
was anybody was a member of the Club, and we had them standin' in 
line to get in, don't you see? 

Now it was my own mother who had the concept and foresight 
in the first place, and bought the old Governor's Mansion and dressed 
her (the old mansion) up like a lady and made her into a Town-and-
Gown-type club to be owned and operated by the good ole University 
of Alabama, don't you see, and I must say, at the grand openin' she 
(the Club) was quite a lady! All dressed up in her best long, flowin' 
party dress and floppy party hat all tied up under her pretty little chin, 
and all. Why it was 'most the best place to have a mint-julep-type 
afternoon tea dance you 'most ever saw in all your born days! Yes, it was, 
it certainly was!! 



w 1, anyway, there we sat (the University Club Board, and all) 
agoin' through our woes and all, and listenin' to the buzz of a fly or 
the languid drone of first one report or another by first one committee 
and then the other, don't you see? I looked at por young Eldon Chambers 
( the young Berea College, new manager type, and all) as he sea tted 
back and forth with the lettuce sandwiches, and such, and thought 
some of firin' him (por Chambers, don't you see), but thought better 
of it, as one could readily see he was certainly atryin' his best, and had 
a certain winsome appeal about him, as if to say, "Help! I'm drownin ' ! 
Catch me up before I sink for the third time!" 

Now any fool knows that a club nowadays, in order to survive, 
don't you see, needs a bar, of one nature or another, that will attract 
the customer and make the money, don't you see? So I (Ole Jack) 
asked why in the ole world we didn't kick in the ole walls of the upstairs 
squirrel's warren and make us up a bar we could all be proud of, and 
make the ole University Club self-supportin', and even make a buck or 
two for expansion and first one thing and another, don't you see, but 
was told that we couldn't do that (kick the ole walls in) 'cause sure 
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as shootin' the whole roof would cave in for lack of support, don't you 
see, and that that was the reason Mother hadn't kicked them ( the ole 
walls) in, in the first place, and all! 

Well, sir, I guess it's just as Wife Elizabeth allows when she says: 
All's a body would have to do in order to do away with Ole Jack 
is bet him he (Ole Jack) couldn't jump off the Brooklyn Bridge! 

Well, anyway, I (Ole Jack) rose to the bait (aknowin' if ever a 
structure deserved preservation 'twas the old University Club, don't 
you see) and allowed as to if' n the Board allowed, that I ( Ole Jack) 
would just take a soundin' and, along with Ole Kelly Tucker, would 
"feel our way" concernin' what we could or couldn't do concernin' 
the knockin' out of walls, don't you see, and then proceed accordingly. 

Well, sir, Bless Pete if'n the old Board didn't react with unaccustomed 
alacrity and vote unanimously that I (Ole Jack) should proceed and 
feel our way, so to speak. 
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Then ... 

le Kelly Tucker and myself nosed about 
and felt our way all right! With the help of Carl Moseley (the structural-
engineer type) we found a big steel beam agoin' plumb acrost the floor. 
This room havin' been added about 100 years or so ago to the old original 
structure, don't you see. So we propped two steel posts on to the ceiling 
and slung another steel beam acrost them up under the room, and all, 
and then, by goin' down through a couple of lower walls, plumb on 
down to the basement concrete foundations, we propped two more 
columns up to form a rectangular square (along with the first two posts, 
don't you see) slap dab in the middle of this huge "total-space" -type-
concept barroom, with enough steel beams in the ale ceiling and steel 
posts to support six or seven roofs of about any nature or weight you 
might like, don't you see? 

AndNo-mr 

Then we blocked up an old back stairwell to make a men's room of it. 
~ 'Most any bar of any consequence 'most havin' to have a men's room, 

don't you see. And then we tore out another bathroom ·to make a bar 
out of it ( the bathroom). 'Most any type bar of any magnitude havin' 
to have plumbin' fixtures, and all. Then we stuffed up the window behind 
the bar (in order to make room for a back bar, don't you see), moved 
a door or two over or back, first one way or another, to give the room 
the proper proportions, and all. Boxed in the steel beams acrost the ceiling 
and slapped in a few false-type wooden beams to get the true feelin', 
and all, and, lo and behold, if'n the ceilin' didn't look all beamed up in 
perfect order, and all, and all's we were left with was the four steel posts 
slap dab in the middle of the room (placed in the proper order by me, 
Ole Jack, of course) , and I ( Ole Jack) had a scheme for them ( the 
four posts) and you can bet your ale boots on that! 
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~ Jow considerable historical significance of a local nature is attached 
to the whole project, don't you see? 'Cause right around to corner from 
the University Club itself and along the ole Warrior River bank was, 
of all things, a riverboat Gothic front to this little ole house, all propped 
up by two-by-fours in order to keep it (the Steamboat Gothic fretwork) 
from fallin' in and all, and upon further inquiry it ( the Steamboat 
Gothic fretwork ) belonged to no other than cute li'l Martha Ray, late 
of Tuscaloosa and now of Montgomery Town, who had given it (the 
li'l ole Steamboat Gothic house) to the Tuscaloosa Historical Society 
in order to prove that such structures truly did exist in li ' l ole Tuscaloosa 
Town in the riverboat era, don't you see? It (the Steamboat Gothic 
front of the little ole house) abein' the oldest structure in the whole of 
Tusca loosa Town, don't you see? Now you can bet your ole boots we 
acted with alacrity, yes, we did, we certainly did, and snatched up the 
Steamboat Gothic fretwork - all propped up with two- by-fours, and 
all - from the Hysterical Society, who seemed more than willin' to 
donate it (the Steamboat Gothic fretwork ) to the Club, and all, since 
it ( the fretwork ) did not go originally with cute li'l Martha's house 
at all , but had been moved from the riverboat captain's house from 
down the slope about a hundred years ago and tacked on to the front 
side of cute Martha's house, so was hardly worth preservin', leastwise 
in their ( the Preservation Society's) viewpoint, it abein' a bastardized 
structure, and all, don ' t you see ? So now we (the Universi ty Club) have 
the oldest piece of structure in Ii ' ) ole Tusca loosa Town preserved in 
per prtuity as part of the Steamboat Gothic gazebo, supported by four 
posts, don't you see, slap dab in the center of the Steamboat Gothic bar 
on the top side of the ole Governor's Home-University Club type struc-
ture, don't you see ? 

~ ould you believe it! While pokin' about and rippin' out the walls, 
and all, Bless Pete if'n we didn't find a sure enough brick chimney stack, 
all walled and plastered up behind the ole wall, that ran plumb up to 
the big ole chimney itself, astickin' up over the house, and all! It (the 
big ole chimney stac k ) wasn't centered to the two _windows at al_l, and 
had three vents agoin' up thru it , for all the world like London chimney 
pots runnin' up thru the big ole chimney stac k. D on't believe I've ever 
seen an American chimney built with three diffcrrnt holes arunnin' up 
thru the stack ! This (the three vents along with the off center location) 
presen ted us a considera ble problem for awhile, but never daunted, I 



remembered those big, beautiful pink 1815 slave-made beveled brick of 
Elizabeth Spigener's from the Umbria Plantation down Sawyerville, 
Hale County way, and wasted no time in callin' her (cute Elizabeth) 
and sweet talkin' her into donating her brick (all 2000 of them) to the 
Club! I honestly think it was truly noble of her (sweet Elizabeth) to 
give us her brick! Especially since she had just given me (Ole Jack) 
the oldest school house in the state (built in 1818) for restoration up 
next the oldest bank in the state ( the old Gainesville Bank) , out at the 
old horse farm, don ' t you see! 
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One thing's for sure, and that is cute Elizabeth can be mighty proud 
of her brick mantelpiece, 'cause it's the most beautiful in the region! 
Found a London cast iron chimney pot mantelpiece that would hook up 
in perfect order with the center vent of the chimney and work in perfect 
order, don't you see? I do believe it's the only cast iron mantel I've ever 
seen all decked out with brick and blue colored tile! Most unusual, don't 
you see, and about the only one in the world that would work all proper-
like with our London-type chimney stack, it abein' a London-type 
mantel, don't you see? 
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ow SOME OF us 50-ish, 60-ish, and on-up-ish-type guys most gen-
erally know what I (Ole Jack) mean by the "Steamboat-Gothic"-type 
architecture, 'cause many of us were led by the ole hand by our old 
Granddaddies (right after the very end of the era, don't you see) into 
such health spas as Poland, Maine, or Mackinac Island, Michigan, or even 
White Sulphur Springs, West Virginia, or Hot Springs, Arkansas, or 
somethin'. Some of us might have even caught a glimpse of a Great Lakes 
luxury steamer or a Mississippi River deluxe-type steamboat, or even 
been ushered in and out of the old Canal Bank down New Orleans way! 
Maybe we were lucky enough to see some ole railroad tycoon's fancy, 
private, and I do mean fan cy, private railroad car! Or maybe we even 
saw the insides of an ole San Francisco Grand-Hotel-type saloon or bar! 
All upholstered in plush, red velvet, bawdy-house-type walls!! 

Those must have been the halcyon days! The days of the robber 
barons, the lumber giants, steamboat saloons, and the railroad tycoons! 
Days when men were men and the ladies loved it! Frontier days before 
and after the civil war, when the riverboats, and later the railroads, were 
the queens of creation and opened up the West! It all told how the West 
was really won! And by West I mean all that territory west of the 
Allegheny Mountains! 



What forever impressed me (Ole Jack) were those old massive Gothic, 
wooden, resort-hotel structures with their long, columned porches with 
gingerbread between each column! Why when you went into the lobby 
of such a structure, your ole breath was literally taken away 'cause it was 
most generally all blue, white, gold and crystal, with a great massive, 
hand-carved wooden gold eagle, with outspread wings up over the stair 
bannister, or somethin'! Why it (the Steamboat Gothic) was truly about 
the only gc1111i11e American architecture there most ever was, simply 
because it was of no set standard architecture at all, but rather a con-
glomerate of most all types of architecture woven into one glamorous 
total! Why I most generally thought it (the Steamboat Gothic) to be the 
most breathtakin', all-American decor ever devised! I (Ole Jack) just 
loved it! Yes, I did, I certainly did!! There it was, Federal, Gothic, ice 
cream parlor, 18th Century crystal, French Louis XVI, etc., etc., etc., 
all mixed up into one vast whole, for all the world like some sort of 
gigantic, multi-ti'ered, glorious white wedding cake, topped off with a 
beautiful crystal canopy! 



W:ll, anyway, it's all most generally disappeared! Burned or torn 
down 'cause it all fell into disrepute, don ' t you see? Folks began to think 
of it all as too pretentious and tacky, just as they did of the great empire-
builders who built 'em!! Got to callin' them (the empire builders) - who 
had cleared the land and opened up the wilderness, stretched steel across 
a continent, sent their ships and riverboats across the nation and around 
the globe to build the greatest continent on earth - such things as 
exploiters, polluters, robbers, scalawags, and all. Turned on them ( the 
empire builders) and literally tarred and feathered them, and from the 
pulpits and in the press, 'most literally ran them all plumb out on a rail, 

so to speak, and kicked their homes, palaces, spas, and "templed hills" 
plumb down by the hundreds, allow in' as to how they ( the Steamboat-
Gothic-type structures) were crude, pretentious, raw, uncouth dwellings 
of an era of exploitation, steamboat gamblin ', wenchin', barroom brawlin' 
and such. Why they ( the do-gooder, bleed in ' -heart types) even forgot 
the second verse of "America The Beau tiful" which allowed somethin' 
like, "I love thy templed hills!" (meanin' the templed structures atop 
roll in ' hills, don't you see) . I ( Ole Jack) always thought different, 
though, and even though all the professor do-gooder types ripped and 
ranted against the exploitin', gamblin ' , uncouth, robber baron types, 
I (Ole Jack) always secretly felt they (the ole robber barons and Missis-
sippi steamboat gambler types) were the very guys that put the good 
ole U.S.A., the flag, and the big golden eagle with outspread wings on 
top of the pole, don't you see. When all the ladies right after the period 
( 1920's) would allow as to how they ought to tear down that atrocious, 
hideous, gingerbread structure on the corner of Main and Water Street, 
and such, for all the world as if 'n they (the 1920's- type dolls) were 
plumb ashamed of their very own Granddaddies, don't you see, why 
'twould 'most make me (Ole Jack) want to 'most bawl! 'Cause to me 
'twas the only UNIQUELY American structures there 'most ever was!! 
Yes, they were, they certainly were! 

'Sides I (Ole Jack) never saw anythin' wrong with the robber baron 
~ types! Why I even knew some of them as a toddler and to me they were 

simply nice, kindly old guys with long, gray beards and snappin' blue 
eyes! Who told little guys some of the most wonderous tales and stories 
as were 'most ever told! Usually endin' up by atryin' to scare your (the 
toddler type's) ole britches plumb off or somethin', by allowin' as to 
how, after agoin' thru the motions of a big ole bear achasin' some por 
hero-of-the-story-type guy around and around a tree stump or somethin' 
after he ( the por hero guy of the fable) had plumb dropped his gun and 
all, that he ( the por hero guy) tripped and fell end over tea kettle on a 
root or somethin'. Then most generally he (the old "robber baron" type 
atellin' the story) would clam plumb up, and you (the li'l ole toddler) 
would ask all breathless like, and all, "What happened, what happened!" 
Then that old codger of a "robber baron" with blue eyes fiercely aglitterin' 
and all, would allow: 

Why that ale bear jU1nped on that par hero-type guy and ate 
him plumb up!!! 

Then he (that grizzled ole "robber baron" atellin' the story, and all) 
would roll his ole eyeballs plumb up in his ole head in the most peculiar 
manner you 'most ever saw in all your born days! And just sit there, 
with his ole eyeballs arollin' in his ole head, as you ( the li'l ole toddler) 
sat there on his ole knee or somethin' with your ole mouth flopped open, 
and all. Then, Bless Pete, if'n that ole "robber baron" wouldn't bust 
right out alaughin' 'most 'til he'd split a gusset! Yes, he would, he 
certainly would!! 



~ ihen as you got a mite older, he (the ole "robber baron") got a mite 
older, and if'n he (the "robber baron") liked you and all, he'd meet 
you out in the ole croquet yard and play horseshoes or croquet with 
you, and all. Why those ole "robber barons" were the most competitive 
types you most ever saw in all your born days and could sure play such 
peculiar games as ole "horseshoes" 'most better'n anybody you ever saw 
in all your born days! Even if'n they ( the ole robber barons) were past 
96 ! Why he ( the ole robber baron type) would just chortle, jump up 
and down, and slap his ole thigh like anythin' and holler: "Goose-Egg! 
Goose-Egg!!" if'n in one of those nip and tuck games (most all the games 
abein' nip and tuck, don't you see) you miscued and knocked off your own 
leaner, or somethin'. Then he (the ole robber baron) would squint over 
his ole horseshoe, r'ar back, and sling a resoundin' ringer (Bingo!) 
followed up by a victory jig, don't you see? 

Why I (Ole Jack) most never met a robber baron type that wasn't a 
kindly old man and a heap more fun and educational than most any of 
the do-gooder, bleedin' heart, "chip-on-the-shoulder" professor types that 
was forever a ran tin' and aravin' against them ( the robber baron types, 
don't you see) for exploitin' the country, arippin' up the countryside, 
pollutin' their air, or some such other offensive degradation against human-
ity! Why I (Ole Jack) will bet a plugged nickel that someday some 
sensible-type professor will write a book vindicatin' the robber baron 
types by atellin' how they (the ole robber barons) built up an empire and 
a nation that became the greatest Utopia on earth by conquering a wilder-
ness, stretchin' steel acrost the nation, and creating large pools of capital 
that were used to create wealth, jobs, industries, mechanize the farms, light 
up the world, and sell their "oil for the lamps of China"! 

-

Preservin• 
the 

Past 



N~ 
ow MOST ANY Steamboat-Gothic- type interior 'most has to have an 

American, gold, hand-carved wooden eagle ( c. 18 60), and 'most any 
interial design of most any t ype "of t he period", don ' t you see, has to 
have a fox hunting decor, that is, if' n I (Ole Jack) am the interial 
designer, don't you see! Now this is 11 0 I easy to do and keep authentic, 
don't you see, 'cause takin' the fence after the fox was not exactly wide-
spread way back there in the l 860's! They did a mite of it (fox huntin' 
on horseback) up on the Eastern seaboard, but you can bet your ole boots 
that most any authentic A11ierica11 hunt paintin' of the side saddle variety 
has been snapped up by the Eastern ridin' est ablishment! Them (the 
Eastern establishment) not a wan tin' an y of their treasures agoin' South 
of the ole Smith and Wesson Line, leastwise to li'I ole Alabama, don't you 
see? But we outfoxed 'em ( the Eastern establishment). Yes, we did, we 
certainly did! I (Ole Jack) got with my ole friend Rudy Wunderlich, 
of the Kennedy Galleries of Ii '! N ew York C ity, and scraped up three of 
the finest, truly American, hunt paintin's you ever saw in all your born 
days, 'cause there they all are! The greates t assemblage of robber barons, 
railroad tycoons, Wall Street manipulators, lumber exploiters, air stealers 
and such, as was 'most ever assembled, along with their ladies, carriages, 
footmen, gentlemen jocks, lackeys, and general flunkies, don't you see. 



There they are (the robber barons, and all) arippin' up the ole landscape 
as they take the first li'l ole jump for all the world as if'n they're agoin' 
into orbit rather than over this li'l ole itsy-bitsy brush jump! It seems 
they ( the robber barons) had commissioned one S. Leighton to come up 
to their crystal palace, Steamboat Gothic resort at Poland, Maine, to paint 
them all at their leisure (atakin' the jumps, or asittin' in their carriages to 
follow the hunt, don't you see). And there it all is just as Ole S. Leighton 
saw it! There is the Poland Springs, Maine, spa asittin' there on her 
"templed hill" in all her Gothic glory! There's the bright sparkly strip 
of water to the front! There all the young wives or girl friends are (your 
daddy's rich and your mamma's good lookin' types, don't you see), 
asittin' on their cute li'l side saddles!! And I suppose all those ole robber 
barons were all mighty proud to have their very likeness agoin' over that 
first jump, all hell-for-leather and "helter-skelter-like", ahangin' there 
on the walls of their crystal palace! Boy, I'd sure hate to be in their way! 
'Cause you can certainly see it's "over-under-or-thru", don't you see. 
They're goin' into orbit all right! And God help the por guy that gets 
in their way!! I wonder what ever happened to that li'l ole fox, 'cause 
it's certainly a bunch of wenchin', drinkin' , rapacious-type t ycoons that's 
after him (the por li'l ole fox). They're in orbit all right!! One didn't 
even get over that first li'l ole fence, as witness a loose horse arippin' about, 
about to have a wreck, don't you see! I'll bet my bottom dollar as to how 

J 

one or two got in on the kill, tho! Ole S. Leighton must have had a slight 
sense of humor, though, 'cause he certainly wasn't over-complimentary 
in his rendition. I bet those ole robber barons didn't know Ole Leighton 
was apokin' a mite of fun at them, though! They all probably thought 
the paintin' "just bully!", don't you see ! Maybe that's why the Eastern 
establishment didn't snap the paintin' of their very own kinfolks up! 
(Ole Leighton apokin' his fun, don't you see?) Or maybe it was just 
because the two li'l oils were seven-feet wide and five-feet high and they 
had no place to put 'em! Or maybe it 's just 'cause they got some kind of 
complex concernin' their ole great-grandpappies! 

w 11, anyway, there they all are ( the three paintings), titled "At the 
Jump", "Coach at Hunt", and "The Morning". The one called "The 
Morning" is just as restful as "At the Jump" is nerve jangling! I (Ole 
Jack) think they are priceless and have this selfish feelin' that I want to 
keep them for myself rather than give them to the ole University of 
Alabama, don't you see? I'll wager one thing's for sure, though, and that 
is if'n they 're taken care of, they will most certainly appreciate 15 or 20 
per cent a year! Which is certainly a good return, even for a University, 
don't you see. 



Now FROM THE VERY beginnin', I had an understandin' with Ole 
Kelly Tucker and Ed Albritton (the guy that tries to keep up with what 
I've bought and what we paid for it, don't you see, chandelier assembler, 
oil painting cleaner, sample-gatherer, etc., etc., etc.) that we would keep 
the wimmin folks out of the upstairs area and completely in the dark as 
to what we were adoin', and all. Now this is most difficult to do, don't 
you see (keepin' the wimmin out of it). And shortly after we got started 
with our wreckin' crew, and all, this ole doll hove into sight just as I was 
alookin' at some of Ed's rug samples! I was smilin' over the one I had 
chosen! A flamin' deep red and purple one of a bright scrumptious 
color! This ole doll took one disdainful look at my sample and asked what 
in the world was I (Ole Jack) agoin' to do with that! I allowed as to how 
I was "agoin' to lay it on the floor, of course!" She then asked of what 
"mode" or "decor" was I (Ole Jack) afollowin'. Which was none of her 
business, don't you see! To which I (Ole Jack) replied: 

Why we are follow in' a 'San Francisco brothel' -ty pe decor that will 
certainly knock your (the ole doll's) eyes right out'n their sockets! 

And with that, ole doll's eyes balled up and spun around like two slot 

~

' machine digits acomin' up cherries! And she spun on her ole heel and !: 
'. sailed right down the stairs like some kind of fantailed pouter pigeon or : 
· big clipper ship under full riggin'! ; -~~---------------~~~ 

Just as she (the ole doll) sc uttled acrost the landin', some hard hat, 
worker-type guy pointed at the glass fan and doorway aleadin' out to the 
little balcony to the front of the club and shouted out : 

Ole Ja ck also JJla11 s to lwock out thr ole fa11 w i11dow to thr front 
and replace it w ith a bar of 011r 11al11 rc or a11other! 

Well, sir, with that, the ole doll threw out her full jib riggin' and 
whiffed right out the front d or under full sail from stem to stern! 
Yes, she did, she certainl y did!! 

Now I (Ole Jack) had talked so 111 r of replacin' the late 1930 plain 
glass in the fan window and up tairs door to the balcony, with a back-to-
the-original, beveled- type leadrd gla s to se t off the supplemental bar, 
and all, but God only know what tha t ole doll reported to the "Ladies-
of-the-club" and all. All's I kn w is that the very next day about 104 
of the club dolls, led by Wife li zabeth, Mary Ann Meredith, and Mary 
Beth Partlow, and all , came a cramblin ' up from some tea-type party of 
one nature or another and wen t t awhiffin ' and asniffin' all over the place! 
Fortunately I'd warned all the guys t hat " mum-was-the-word" and I 
don't think a single one of them ( t he work er- t ype guys) opened their 
ole mouths or imparted any information of any nature whatsomever! 
Right after their departure ( the 104 ) we ( Ole Ed Albritton primarily) 
did put up a few signs in big red letter . O ne at the foot of the stairs 
allowin', "UNDER CONSTRU TI N. DO NOT ENTER". One at 
the landin' allowin', " DANGER . HARD HAT AREA ONLY". And 
one to the entrance of the barroom allowin ', "DANGER! DANGER! 
DANGER! HARD HAT AREA. W ET PAINT!" We were a mite 
shook up by the incident of the "one-hundred-and-four", though, and I 
was certainly happy that rd had the fore ight to keep Ole David Mathews 
(president of the University of Alabama, and all) properly informed 
'cause I'm certain he's had a mite of press ure from "down-below", 'cause 
when I called sweet li'l Mary (Dr. Mathews' wife) concernin' havin' the 



Washington and Lee University Trustees to the pre-bar-openin' and all, 
she seemed a mite shook up and asked of the big stealin' as occurred at 
the big auction out to Dallas (big D, don't you see) where I'd picked up 
an item or two for the new bar, and all. I thought maybe she (cute li'l 
Mary) was fishin' a mite, but I handled it all proper-like by assurin' her 
(sweet li'l Mary) that I (Ole Jack) was certain that we were agoin' to 
have the most fantastic bar in the whole U.S.A.! That we'd be No. 1, 
don't you see? Her (sweet Mary's) voice didn't tremor quite as much 
after I had reassured her and all, but I can't say's I quietened down all 
the qualms from her voice, and all! 

Why I guess I'm just like any other true artist t ype, in that I don't 
want anyone to help me paint, or even see my paintin', 'til I'm finished, 
and all, and most any artistic project I (Ole Jack) undertake, I feel that 
it (my project) is agoin' to be my masterpiece, don't you see? My Thai-
land temple garden, my pioneer and Indian attic room, the dog trot cabin, 
the oldest bank (Gainesville }, the old community Center Church, the 
Gulf States Paper central office building, the Westervelt-Warner Chapel, 
the Presbyterian Church central window, the old Yacht Club log house 
and grounds, the oldest Umbria school house, the new Yacht Club now 
just abuildin', don't you see, just to mention a few!! 

~11rr 
'l\MELL, ANYWAY, we've come a long, long ways on the upstairs bars, 

and all. Yes, we have, we certainly have! One room led into another, and 
first one thing didn't match up with the other, don't you see, until we've 
ended up adoin' the whole upstairs, divided up into the barroom, the 
Smoker-Tap room (game and card playin' room, don't you see), the out-
side hallway supplementary bar-type extension of the Grand Salon, the 
ladies lounge, the manager's office, and the stairwell. I finally called a 
halt to the stairwell after it ( the ole stairwell) ran plumb on down the 
ole stairs to the first floor , which didn't match up at all with the 11iiddle 
landin' of the stairwell, and settled by simply apaintin' the downstairs 
hallway to match the upstairs hallway, don't you see. 



~ ) 

~ Jow the beveled glass doorway (that I got from the big Dallas, Texas, 
Olla Podrida auction, don 't you ee ) that led from the main bar to the 
smoke room said "TAP R M ", so it naturally became necessary to 
put another bar in the "TAP R M - SMOKER" complex, along with 
all of these glass adverti cm nt beer, oca-Cola, whiskey, spirits, and bar, 
hippy-type signs, that I ( le Ja k) had picked up at the same auction (in 
Big D, Texas), don't you ee, s attcrcd about with a few spittoons that you 
'most have to have with t he tcamboat -Gothic-type decor, don't you see? 
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- ~w, the hallway, I (Ole Jack) made into an extension of the salon 
bar in the form of the purser's room, that takes in all the notes receivable, 
notes payable, and sundry and assorted cash, that most any Mississippi 
gamblin' -den-type steamboat 'most had to have to keep all the accounts 
in proper and tidy order, don't you see? \Ve had to have some sort of 
"teller" windows for the purser's quarters, so I (Ole Jack) purchased 
the old Canal Bank, of li'l old New Orleans, teller windows! The very 
same windows that were still in use way back there in 1914 when my 
Grandfather Westervelt first opened an account there ( the old Canal 
Bank) just afore makin' about the first kraft paper from pine ever made 
in Henry Grady's new South at the old Braithwaithe, Plaquemines Parish, 
Paper Mill on the old levee just 10 or 12 miles below old New Orleans 
itself, don't you see? So you see these old Canal Bank teller windows have 
considerable history, both regional and company, especially when it comes 
to riverboat days, don't you see? ' 

Now everybody at the auction wondered just what I (Ole Jack) 
would ever do with those old polished brass teller windows, but I (Ole 
Jack) knew all along that I would make a combination steamboat purser's 
office and bar out'n them (the teller windows) by aplacin' them all 
proper-like atop a long bar or bank-height structure that would make 
them ( the fancy brass bank teller windows) look for all the world like 
a Mississippi River steamboat purser's station and yet at the same time 
you could, if'n you're a mind to, snatch a drink thru them (the Canal 
Bank teller's windows) for all the world as if'n they (the teller win-
dows) were some sort of snob screen that are on all the bars in Ireland or 
London, or on an old Mississippi steamboat, that allowed the genteel 
ladies to snatch up a drink or three without the ole bartender even knowin' 
who 'twas as snatched up the li'l ole drink or three, don't you see? 



r 
- ~w 'twas the morning of the Alabama-Auburn football game in 
Birmingham that I (Ole Jack) ambled into the Alabama Auction Antique 
Emporium and snatched up all these old mirrors and a French Victorian 
couch to scatter about the barrooms (three of them by now), 'cause 
most anybody knows that the Steamboat-Gothic-type decor calls for a 
heap of gold gilt and Venetian-type mirrors, as well as Victorian crystal 
chandeliers, don't you see, so the next crack out of the box, I was down 
to li'l ole New Orleans (for the Alabama-Notre Dame game, don't you 
see) ascrapin' up all these old French streetlights, two old French doors 
to make into the game-room bar, a French cupid chandelier, and Louis 
XVI sconces to go with the bars! Anybody aknowin' that riverboat bars 
have to have a heap of cupids, Louis XVI sconces, and flowery French 
lampposts to be authentic, don't you see, and about the onliest place you 
can get them ( cupid chandeliers, Louis XVI sconces, and French lamp-
posts) is in li'l ole New Orleans itself, don't you see? 
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n :w I most had to get a horse paintin' for the ladies lounge, and all, 
and as luck would have it, cute li'l Martha Bowman Blackman, whom 
I knew in college, came in with this old oval horse paintin' done way back 
in 1837 and hung on an Alabama wall! 'Twas of a stud horse arunnin' 
up to a fence to greet a white mare with her ole ears laid back. It (the 
paintin') was so dirty you could just make out what 'twas, but I could 
readily see the date (New York - 18 30) on the old wooden frame, so 
knew it ( the pain tin') must be an American primitive, and sure enough, 
after havin' it cleaned (back in li'l ole New York), that's exactly what 
it was ( an American horse primitive!). It cost more to clean it ( the 
paintin') than the paintin' itself cost, but Ole Mac Schweitzer, the New 
York pain tin' expert, assures me we got a masterpiece! And cute li'l 
Martha Bowman Blackman will have the satisfaction of knowing it 
(the masterpiece) hangs in perpetuity for all to enjoy at the ole Univer-
sity of Alabama University Club! 

~ , 
~ omethin' was wrong, though! Yes, it was, it certainly was!! The 
whole layout lacked somethin'! Yes, it did, it certainly did! And it sud-
denly dawned on me! 'Twas a nude!!! 'Cause a11y Steamboat-Gothic-type 
bar that was any sort of bar at all, had to have a nude! I (Ole Jack) was 
frantic 'cause the proper-type nude for a Steamboat-Gothic-type bar is 
hard to come by, and comes extremely dear!! I priced several of the 
wrong dimensions and was horrified at the price! It seems that only the 
masters of the Seventeenth and early Eighteenth Centuries painted the 
proper nude for a Steamboat Gothic bar! The steamboat captains of the 
era havin' gone plumb over to Italy or France to get the proper nude for 
their central bar, don't you see. 

Well, sir, I was about to plumb give up and go to modern smokey 
glass when Ole Jim Whitehead of Ole Washington and Lee University 
came to the rescue and let me (Ole Jack) have this perfectly marvelous 
nude (in fact it is a double nude) from the world famous W & L art 
collection. It is a classical Flemish late 17th Century painting entitled 
"Wisdom Taking Captive Folly" and a perfect paintin' for the place, 
don't you see? 
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So THERE YOU HAVE n! Just two and a half months after we stacted 
"nosing around". A barroom Steamboat-Gothic-type spread, just as 
American as "ham and eggs and red-eye gravy"! Why, after a couple of 
drinks or a dram or two of ale from the ole spigot or spigots, you'll feel 
for all the world as if'n you're afloatin' down the ole river in an elegant 
barroom salon - great, big, beautiful - strictly for the rich, affluent, 
robber baron types from up Nawth (from St. Louis, New York or 
Chicago) or the rich elegant gamblin' gentlemen from the cotton planta-
tions of the Old South! Slightly before the War Between the States, 
don't you see?? 







"THE STAR SPANGLED BANNER, LO G MAY IT WA VE. O'ER THE LAND OF THE FREE, AND THE HOME OF THE BRA VE." 

SEPTEMBER 21, 1984: 
CELEBRATING 150TH 

ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
UNIVERSITY CLUB 

T he University Club, a classic Greek 
Revival structure is an historic 

aspect of Tuscaloosa life. In March, 
1819, the land on which the University 
Club now stands was reserved by the 
Congress of the United States as part of 
a donation to endow "a seminary of 
learning" for the state of Alabama. By 
December of that year, the trustees of 
the University had sold this land to 
finance the building of the University. 
The purchaser was R.H. Walker, and a 
succession of owners followed. Walker 
sold the property to Hobson Owen, who 
in January, 1834, sold it to James H. 
Dearing, a steamboat captain and 
member of the Alabama Legislature. 
Dearing spent $14,000 to erect the 
magnificent structure that continues to 
maintain its position of imposing 
authority on University Avenue. The 
house had the same general appearance 
it has today, although it had no un 
porch on the south side, and in the 
center of the roof there was a square 
platform from which the smoke of the 
river boats could be seen as they 
approached the town bringing supplies 
from Mobile. The ki-tchen-stoochm the-
north side, separate from the house but 
connected by a covered walk to the 
north porch. 

The Dearings lived onl o years in 
this beautifully planned home because 
students from the Gniversi _- helped 
themselves to their poultry and frui 
and trampled Mr. Dearing' cherished 
flowers. Dearing noted in a letter to the 
editor of the local paper "'nigh after 
night and week after week . . . com-
panies of studen came by ... singing 
songs, most obscene, and using language 
that was most disgraceful and offensive 
to decency." 

To further exacerbate the situation, 
Dearing became involved in a contro: 
versy concerning a woman servant 
whom students spirited from his house 
to the University. This controversy 
ultimately erupted in a near riot on the 
University campus when Dearing ar-
rived to search for the young woman. In 
retaliation for Mr. Dearing's part in 
this episode, the students attacked his 
home and destroyed Dearing's front 
gate. Students then raided his hen 
house, where he and the students ex-
changed gun shots. In the exchange of 
fire one of the students, ironically the 
son of a friend qf his, was injured. As a . 

UNIVERSITY CLUB 
Built 1834 by James Dearing. 

Purchased by Arthur P. Bagby who 
occupied the house 1837-41 while 

Governor of Alabama and since known 
as the Governor's Mansion. Presented 
to the University of Alabama 1944 by 
Herbert David Warner and Mildred 

Westervelt Warner. 
Alabama Historical As.sociation 1972 
(From the marker erected at the front 
entrance of the Governor's Mansion) 
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resul Dearing built a new home to the In April l' Presiden 
south and awa from the main line of Ra d P d Mrs. ymon a .an 
traffic be een the Diversity and H. D. arner to aid the niversi in 
town. In 1836, Dearing sold his original acquiring the home as a social center 
home to Richard H. Lewis for 14,500. for faculty and staff. The Warners, with 

In March, 1838, Lewis sold the house their usual generosity and graciousness, 
to Governor Arthur Pendleton Bagby helped furnish this architectural jewel 
for $10,000. Bagby, whoserv asgo-v-er--- - and presen it to tne Umversi yo 
nor from 1837 to 1841, was not provided Alabama for its University Club 
with an official residence by the state. menage. 
Thus, the home he purchased ca.me to be President Paty appointed a commit. 
kno as the Go emor' tee comin,ed of Professor . C. cCo , 
far he was the onl er- Dean · ten Hoor, . Gordon D. 
nor structure while Palmer . H. D. ·amer and . J. F. 

t.e capi Coleman to organue the 'niversi 
the house to the Club. . Coleman served as temporary 

ReYerend Benjamin kes for abou chairman of the rommittee. In addi · on, 
kes passed away two years Mr. C. H. Penick Diversity of Ala-

later, bu his wido and children con- bama Attorney, assisted the committee 
tinued to occupy the home. In January, in preparing a constitution and a 
1851, Augustus Sykes, a brother of charter. Coeds who were using the 
Benjamin, bought the house for about building as a dormitory were relocated. 
$6,000. Repairs were made to the structure, 

In 1852, Richard N. Harris purchased and in early 1946 the house was opened 
the property. In February, 1871, his as the University Club. 
daughter,' Cornelia · Harris, inherited Mrs. Warner sought and acquired 
the house. She was the wife of Hender- suitable antiques and was responsible 
son M. Somerville, the founder of the for much of the decorating of the club. 
University of Alabama Law School and By 1957 the popularity of the Club was 
a Justice of the Alabama Supreme well established. Use of the structure 
Court. The home remained with the increased until a new dining room was 
Somervilles until April of 1900 when added and the kitchen was enlarged. In 
Dr. James L. Williamson purchased it. 1967, the building was again redeco-
Dr. Williamson owned the property un- rated. The Warners contributed $10,000 
til May, 1922, when Dr. Samuel E. Deal for these improvements. 
acquired it for about $16,500: Dr. Deal During the 1970's; Jack Warner, son 
made many a_lterations to the house. of Mr. and M.rs. H. D. Warner, oversaw 
These additions included a sun parlor, a further improvements and decorative 
second story to the east wing, central · embellishments. Under Mr. Warner's 
heating, conversion of the outside kit- direction exterior changes were made to 
chen to a garage, and construction of the second floor of the building 
the present . kitchen on the old north resulting in a new bar, male and female 
porch. The property remained in the lounges, and a "Tap room Smoker". 
Deal family until Dr. J.M. Forney pur- Warner pursued a Steamboat-Gothic 
chased the house in May, 1939. Dr. theme for these changes and gathered 
Forney used the building as an office antiques, paintings, and artifacts from 
until World War II when he entered the across America to create the present 
service. The house became, for a short second floor. The Warners continued to 
time thereafter, the Tuscaloosa Service show great interest in the club and 
Center where thousands of servicemen' often contribute or loan additional 
were entertained during the war. pieces of art and furnishing. 

ARCIDTECTURAL NOTES 
FEATURED IN DESIGN 
AND DECORATION OF 

THE UNIVERSITY CLUB 
T he house is Greek Revival style 

with six Ionic columns. It has a 
hipped roof with one end interior 
chimney on each side. It is solid brick 
construction with plaster over the brick 
and painted white. The front door has 
double wooden doors, with a fan-shaped 
t~nsom, rectangular side lights, and 
pilasters. Upstairs a front door with 
rectangular transom and side lights, 
opens to a recessed balcony with 
wooden bannister. 

In the formal drawing room, north of 
the entrance, the carved furniture is 
Belter (early 19th Century), named 
after the New York maker. It is lami-
nated. rosewood. The backs are solid and 
were shaped under water by a secret 
process known before the War Between 
the States. The wallpaper is French. It 
was made from original blocks rescued 
during the French Revolution. The 
panels were made to fit the paper as it 
was. Consequently, while the paper 
which illustrates scenes from the legend 
of Psyche and Cupid fits the wall, all 
the scenes are not in sequence. Two of 
the orig ·na1. panels are in the ational 
Gallery in Washington, D.C. The fresco. 
work and ceiling medallions are the 
originals. The chandeliers are not the 
original ones but are imported and very 
old. The mantles are antique as is the 
mirror which has been restored follow-
in~ a fire Of particular int&_re.at are... the_ 
pair of Blackmoor tables. 
. In the downstairs hall, the large rug 
IS a Feraghan, the one by the door a 

The sofa is a carved, mahogany 
mendienne. ote also the oil paintings 
of~- Mildred Warner, who gave the 
building and man of the furnishings, 
and the oil painting of Governor Arthur 
Bagb. 

'The hall leads to the east to the Social 
Dining Room which has a beautiful ceil-
ing fresco, a handsome Empire side-
board. a pair of Chinese tables and 
interesting wall paper. 

Further back, in the main dining 
room, note the stately sideboard and 
mirror. 

To the south of the downstairs hall is 
the music room. VISitors will be in-
terested in the Herez carpet, the inlaid 
mother of pearl table, the black cabinet 
with ormolu and porcelain insets, the 
old brass fire screen and the clock and 
baby grand piano. 

The upstairs is a steamboat-gothic 
type interior. Of special note in the 
Blue Room are: the Gazebo with a 
crystal canopy, several paintings, one 
being "Wisdom Taking Captive Folly," 
a late 17th Century classical Flemish 
from the famous Washington and Lee 
University Art Collection, three hunt-
ing paintings, "At the Jump," "Coach at 
Hunt," and "The Morning" by Ole S. 
Leighton and the London cast iron 
chimney pot mantle piece. 

In the neighboring rooms, things to 
take special note are: the glass adver-
tisement signs and the old canal bank of 
New Orleans ~lier windows. 

T he ma.sthead for thw printi11g of the 
hwtory of the University Club w a 

reproduction of the ma.sthead from a news-
paper printed in Tuscaloosa in 1834. It w 
interesti11g to note that sentiment.s for a 
federal union were still strO'l'l{J erwugh in 
1834 (over a qoorter of a century before The 
War Between the States) to merit the title, 
"Flag of the Union". 
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TUSCALOOSA'S WHITE-COLUMNED GOVERNOR'S MANSION 

·• •• Built By James H. Dearing In 1828 iB 3.!/ 

Gov·ernor' s Mansion Mix·es 
New With Historic Past 

By JOHN WRIGHT 
News Staff Writer 
I 

It was an awe-inspiring ven-
ture that pioneer Tuscaloosans 
gathered to watch back in 1828 
at the northeast corner of their 
village; Capt. James H. Dear-
ing had decided to build a 
house. 

There were many scattered 
houses in the small town, to be 
sure, but few could be said to 
much advanced over the famil-
iar log cabin. Dearing, however, 
had a different idea. 

The white-pillared mansion 
which cost him $14,000 was con-
structed under the direction of 
John Johnson Webster, who also 
built the Mayfield home, the old 

ONE OF A SERIES 
Cochrane home at Stillman and 
tbe town's first courthouse. And 
when Weblter pat up a house, 
be put it up to stay. 

Toclay, ltanding at Ule inter-
stttiGD of Broad Street, Univer-
sity Amm~ amt City 
Avenue, Dearing's 
home still hat the 
newly-built struct 
with bis distinga 

''The Governor' 
it is called by 
honor c( Gov. 
y's~ 

atructl!lf 
of which had one 
the U.S. GO\' 
versity of Al 
cost Dearing 

A native of Roe 
ty, N. C., Dearing 
1787, fought in the 

came to Tuscaloos • 0, 
the town's first year of txist-
ence. Three years later be 
married Miss Julia Searcy, sis-
ter of Dr. Reuben Searcy. 

Dearing arrived on a steam-
boat, the Tombigbee, which be 
had built. He was later to build 
the steamboat Tuscaloosa in 
TascafGeM and create a flour-
ishing enterprise along the War-
rior River. In addition, he be- o 
came a plallter and successful 
merchant. "1 

He . was on the commission 
selected to erect the Capitol in 

scafooea, and served as a 
stee for the Alabama Fe-

Institule, which he had 
hel'ped found as- the Alabama 
Female Academy in 1830. 

One of his lesser accom-
plishments, according to Mat-
thew Clint<Jn in his "Tuscaloosa, 

--- Alabama, Its Early Days," is 
the introduction of the eggnog 
to Tuscaloosa. 

'!'be metsdl, as it then ap-
peared, was rectanglular and 
topped by a .. captain's walk" 
on the roef where Dearing could 
keep an eye on his steam Boats. 
Tfle square platfttrm was sor-
rounded by a wOO<fft rail. 

A kitchen once occupied the 
space to the north and was join-
ed to the main house by a cov-
ered waDtway. The east wing 
l1as a pon:h with pillars resembl-
ing those at the front but 
smak. A balcony above the 
front door extended to the 
columns. 

'Ille mmwc111 is a fine exam-
ple of Greek Revival architec-
ture and Dearing's brother, 
Alexander, constructed the pres-
ent Swaim borne ,see article in 
Friday's News), which is called 
Tuscaloosa's most perfect exam• 
pie CJl this style of building. 

Six Ionic columns front the 
Governor's Mansion and a small 
balcony now ,ro;ects from tile 
second floor with fragile . wood-
en balustrade. The lower and. 
upper front doors each have 
exquisite fanlights above them. 

To file rear stood stables and 
poultry occupied the back yard 
along with four one-story brick 
h o u s e s for servants. The 
grounds also contained a rose 
garden, a vegetable garden and 
an orchard. The house and gar~ 
chm ringed 1:11 a small 
white wooden fence. 

Visiting tl)e mansion in 1883 
was Francis Scott Key, the eom-
poser of the National AntlR!m, 

who was in the state to arrange 
for the removal of Indians to, 
the West. . 

In 1836, however, Dearing 
sold the house due to Univer-
sity students raiding his chick-
ens and flowers and pulling 
various other pranks. He 
moved to 13th Street and 17th 
A venue and died in 1861. 

Purchasing the mansion was 
Richard H. Lewis, a Greensboro 
planter, who in turn sold it in 
1838 to Gov. Arthur P. Bagby 
for $10,000. Bagby's administra--
tion ran from 1837-41. 

Born in Virginia, Bagby was 
a descendent of James Bagby, 
who settled in Jamestown in 
1628. The future governor-to-
be came to Alabama on foot 
carrying his possessions in a 
pack. 

He was a lawyer, legislator, 
governor, and U.S. Senator. 
Twenty years after he first 
took possession of the mansion 
he died in Mobile of yellow 
fever. · 

In 1852 the home became the 
property of Richard Harris, a 
Hale County planter, whose 
daughters entertained Confeder-

te troops passing through Tus-
.aloosa in 11162. 

It was Harris who happened 

to be the mansion's owner dur-
ing Croxton's raid through Tus-
caloosa and it therefore fell his 
lot to save it from destruc-
tion, a task numerous Tusca-
loosa plantation owners faced 
at war's end. 

Harris, however, had little 
trouble with the invading Yank-
ees, who decided to settle for 
bis carriage horses and a few 
meals. Neither the family or 
the house was distrubed by the 
soldiers, an unusual event since 
the mansion maintained <and 
does today) one of the city's 
most advantageous locations. 

The home was inherited in 
1870 by Harris' daughter, Mrs. 
Henderson M. Sommerville, the 
wife of a University law pro-
fessor. 

It was sold in 1900 to Dr. 
J . L. Williamson, in 1922 to Dr. 
S. E. Deal, who repaired it 
and made additions, and in 1939 
to Dr. J. M. Forney, who used it. 
for bis office. 

In 1M3 it was the Tuscaloosa 
Service Center and was pur-
chased in 1N4 by the H. D. 
Warner family as a faculty 
club for the University of Ala-
bama, the position it holds to-
day. 
















