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The Drish House is a two story briek structure combining Ttalianate
motifs with the Classic Revival style. There are two porticos. The front
one having & central three story tower flanked by two Tonle columns on
elther slide and the rear having & colonnade of six Doric columns. Originally
there were pgalleries behind both portiecs and cast iron baleonies on the
sides of this square house, as well as a narrow baleony arcund the tower,
but &ll have been removed. The cornice around the house was at one time
adorned with scrolled supports but today they are present cnly on the tower.
All openings on the tower are arched and the main entrance of the house 13
inside the arches of the tower's first floor. This, the north facade, has
lost much of its original ormanentation. The Dorie south facade, has a
simple entrance with double doors and a transom. A1l erigzinal window sashes
have been replaced with large two-paned sashes. Eoth upstairs and down two
windows flank the tower north facade, on the south the same patiern is
repeated with a center window over the rear entrance in plece of the tower,
On the west side of the house & large brick three story santuary -
aducational building has been added and 2 one story bullding hes been =dded
to the eant.

Inside, there is a wide hall from front to rear with & new stalrcage
replacing the originzl "double horseshoe" stair.

Both floors have four large rooms 25 X 25 and a hell, with the tower
room opening onto the upstairs hall. Originally there was a wing to the
southeast that housed the kitchen and dining room. The building hasg =
hip roof and the four chimneys were removed when this reof was last repaired.
There were originally & fireplaces, cne in all mejor rooms of the house, but
a1l have been covered over and the mantels removed.

This building has been altered greatly, but still retains much of its
orliginal beauty.
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STATEMENT OF SIGHMIFICANCE

The Drish House was built about 1830 by Dr. John R. Drish. Drish
had married a wealthy widow and nothing was spared in the construction
of thelr new home. It was the center of activity for Drish's 80 acre
farm as well as his many business ventures. Tradegy plagued the Drish
family for years. A daughter of Drish's went insane because of a lost
lover; a niece was murdered; and Dr. Drish himself died after a fall |
down the great staircase. 3Since these tragic years, ghost stories have
surrounded the history of this home. ILeter residents of the house wers
the Lilley &nd Snedecor families, and Judge and Mrs. W. O. Cochrane,
who made it their home fof many years. In 1906 the Jemiscn School was
housed in the building. Tuscalocsa Wrecking Company oceupied the building
from 1925 until 1938 when the Tuscaloosa City Board of Education purchased
it. Southside Baptist Church bought the house in 1943 and it is still
serving this group.

The Drish House is a very unique specimen of architecture in this |
area. It's two porticoes and it's tower set the bullding much apart from
the other homes of the mansion cless in West Alabama. The combination
of Ttalianate and Classical Revival styles in this structure is interesting
and 1s an excellent example of the blending of the two popular styles.
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