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WELCOME TO THIS
WORSHIP CELEBRA-
TION of the living
Christ’s presence in
our midst. Christ
comes to us with new
life and strength for
Christian living in
daily life through the
hearing of the Word,
preaching, prayer,
song, and community.

As the Confession and
Forgiveness begins, all

may make the sign of
the cross, the sign that
is marked at baptism.

Congregational re-
sponses are in bold

* Asterisks through-
out the order of
worship indicate
the people stand-
ing, in body and/or
in spirit.

GATHERING

CHIMING OF THE HOUR

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

Trish Tallon, reader

PRELUDE “Praise the Almighty, My Soul, Adore Him”
Shirley Newhart, organ

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

arr. Manz

Leader: Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
whose compassion endures forever.
People:  Amen.
Leader: Let us confess our sin to God.
Silence is kept for reflection
Leader: Compassionate God.
People:  we confess to you all our sins.
Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves.
In your mercy, call us back to you.
Your yoke is easy and your burden is light.
Restore us to dwell in your peace.
In Christ’s name we pray,
Amen.
Leader: Jesus says, “Come to me,

all you who are weary

and are carrying heavy burdens,

and I will give you rest.”

In the name of God,
Father, *F Son, and Holy Spirit,
your sins are forgiven.

Rest in God’s love.

People: Amen.



*GATHERING SONG “Awake My Soul, and with the Sun”

Hymn 557
Verses 1-4
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death shall wake, I may of end - less light par - take.
thought and will; and  with thy - self my spir - it fill.
all their might, in thy sole glo - ry may u - nite.
heav’'n - ly  host; praise Fa - ther, Son, and Ho - ly Ghost.
Text: Thomas Ken, 16371711, alt.
Music: MORNING HYMN, Frangois H. Barthélémon, 1741-1808
*GREETING
Leader: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
People: And also with you.




"Kyrie" is a Greek word
meaning "Lord." In
Christian liturgy, par-
ticularly in Kyrie
Eleison, it's used as a
plea for God's mercy.
The full phrase, "Kyrie

eleison,” translates to

"Lord, have mercy,”

and has a common ele-
ment in various Chris-
tian worship services

since the 4th century.

*KYRIE
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For the peace from a-bove, and for our sal - vation,

Lord, have
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*CANTICLE OF PRAISE

Refrain

Assisting minister
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The reading of Scrip-

ture is the time that

God makes known his

will: God desires mercy
and salvation.

Ultimately, this word
points us to the Word,

the incarnate Son of
God.

Through Christ —
God's only Son — are
we able to know the
Father's favor and
grace.

SPECIAL MUSIC “Great Is Thy Faithfulness”

*PRAYER OF THE DAY

Leader: O Lord God, enliven and preserve your church with your
perpetual mercy. Without your help, we mortals will fail; re-
move far from us everything that is harmful, and lead us to-
ward all that gives life and salvation, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord.

People: Amen.

Traditional/arr.Raney
Shirley Newhart, organ; Rodney Powers, piano

WORD

Trish Tallon, reader

FIRST READING: Ezekiel 33:7-11

Old Testament 758

God appointed Ezekiel as a sentinel for the house of Israel. Ezekiel must
faithfully convey God's warnings to the people. Remarkably, God—who is
about to attack Jerusalem—gives a warning with the hope that repentance
will make the attack unnecessary.

7So you, mortal, I have made a sentinel for the house of Israel; whenever
you hear a word from my mouth, you shall give them warning from

me. *If I say to the wicked, “O wicked ones, you shall surely die,” and you
do not speak to warn the wicked to turn from their ways, the wicked shall
die in their iniquity, but their blood I will require at your hand. ® But if
you warn the wicked to turn from their ways and they do not turn from
their ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but you will have saved
your life.

' Now you, mortal, say to the house of Israel: Thus you have said: “Our
transgressions and our sins weigh upon us, and we waste away because of
them; how then can we live?” ' Say to them: As I live, says the Lord God, I
have no pleasure in the death of the wicked but that the wicked turn from
their ways and live; turn back, turn back from your evil ways, for why will
you die, O house of Israel?

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



PSALMODY: Psalm 119:33-40
I desire the path of your commandments. (Ps. 119:35)

Leader: 3 Teach me, O Lord, the way of your statutes,
and I shall keep it to the end.
People: ** Give me understanding, and I shall keep your teaching;

I shall keep it with all my heart.

Leader: > Lead me in the path of your commandments,
for that is my desire.

People: ¢ Incline my heart to your decrees
and not to unjust gain.

Leader: 3 Turn my eyes from beholding falsehood;
give me life in your way.

People: 3% Fulfill your promise to your servant,
which is for those who fear you.

Leader: * Turn away the reproach ! that I dread,
because your judgments are good

People: “ Behold, I long for your commandments;
by your righteousness enliven me.

SECOND READING: Romans 13:8-14
New Testament page 142

The obligation of Christians is to love one another and so fulfill the
heart and goal of the law. Clothes make the person as we “put on the Lord
Jesus Christ” and live today in light of the future God has in store for us.

¥ Owe no one anything, except to love one another, for the one who
loves another has fulfilled the law. ° The commandments, “You shall not
commit adultery; you shall not murder; you shall not steal; you shall not
covet,” and any other commandment, are summed up in this word, “You
shall love your neighbor as yourself” ' Love does no wrong to a
neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law.

! Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is already the moment
for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when
we became believers; ' the night is far gone; the day is near. Let us then
throw off the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; "’ let us
walk decently as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in illicit
sex and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. ' Instead, put on
the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its
desires.




The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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*GOSPEL: Matthew 6:25-34 (NIV)

Leader: The Gospel according to Matthew.
People: Glory to you, O Lord.

2 “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat
or drink; or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than
food, and the body more than clothes? ** Look at the birds of the air; they
do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father
feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than they? ?” Can any one of
you by worrying add a single hour to your life?

8“And why do you worry about clothes? See how the flowers of the
field grow. They do not labor or spin. ** Yet I tell you that not even
Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one of these. **If that is how
God clothes the grass of the field, which is here today and tomorrow is
thrown into the fire, will he not much more clothe you—you of little
faith? *' So do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we
drink?” or ‘What shall we wear?’ *? For the pagans run after all these
things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them. ** But seek
first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given
to you as well. ** Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow
will worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.



SERMON “How to Win Over Worry”
Director of Faith Formation Ken Ritz

*HYMN OF THE DAY “God, When Human Bonds are Broken”

Hymn 603
Verses 1-4
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give us grace and make us still.
all the fail ures we con - fess.
set us free and grant us peace.
make us stron - ger, give us faith.
God, en - cour age and re -  new!

Text: Fred Kaan, b. 1929
Music: MERTON, William H. Monk, 1823-1889
Text © 1989 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

*APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;

Today’s Altar Flowers
are given by Barbara
Van Doren & Tim An-
drews “in celebration
of Barbara’s birth-
day,” and Milda &
Terry Blaney “with
gratitude for our
many years together.”

The September Eter-
nal Candle was do-
nated by Amanda &
David Ridberg to cele-
brate the return of
Pastor Talsness from
Sabbatical.

That Christ visited the
dead after his crucifix-
ion is based on 1 Peter
4:6 "For this is the rea-
son the gospel was pro-
claimed even to the
dead, so that, though
they had been judged
in the flesh as everyone
is judged, they might
live in the spirit as God
does.”




In the Apostles' Creed,

the phrase "holy catho- he ascended into heaven,
lic Church” refers to he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
the universal Christian and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
church, not exclusively | 1Dbelieve in the Holy Spirit,
the Roman Catholic the holy catholic church,
Church. It signifies the the communion of saints,
belief in a single, uni- the forgiveness of sins,
fied body of believers the resurrection of the body,
across time and space, and the life everlasting. Amen.
united by their shared

faith in Chris *PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
(In between the petitions of the prayers, the following response is offered.)

Leader: Hear us, O God,

People: Your mercy is great.
(Final petition and response.)
Leader: Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to
ask, and whatever else you see that we need. We ask this in
Jesus’ name.
People: Amen.
*DIALOGUE
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.




*PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, ...

We praise your name and join their unending hymn:

*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.

*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

*LORD'S PRAYER

People: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against
us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever and ever. Amen.

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Come to the table of grace. Receive the gift of new life.

During Pentecost there
is Holy Communion on
the first and third of
each month. All who
are seeking Christ and
his grace are welcome
at our communion
table.

Today, we will receive
Communion by intinc-
tion (dipping the bread
into the wine or juice).
Here is the process:
Approach: Please fol-
low the direction of the
ushers to come forward
via the center aisle.
Receive the Bread: Ex-
tend your hands to re-

ceive a piece of bread
or a wafer from the
minister.

Dip: Hold the bread
carefully and dip a
portion into the chal-
ice.

Consume: Place the
intincted bread directly
into your mouth and
reverently return to
your seat by the side
aisles.

Note: If you prefer a
gluten-free option or a
blessing instead, please
let the minister know
as you approach.




PERMISSIONS

From Sundays and
Seasons.com. Copyright
2011 Augsburg Fortress.

All rights reserved.

Reprinted by permission
under Augsburg Fortress
Liturgies Annual License

#37016.

Scripture quotations are
taken from the New
Revised Standard Version
Updated Edition

(NRSVue) Bible. Copyright
© 2021 National Council
of Churches of Christ in the
United States of America.
Used by permission. All
rights reserved worldwide.

New Revised Standard
Version Bible (NSRV),
copyright 1989, Division of
Christian Education of the
National Council of the
Churches of Christ in the
United States of America.
Used by permission. All
rights reserved.

Holy Bible, New
International

Version'", NIV™
Copyright © 1973, 1978,
1984, 2011 by Biblica,
Inc.

Used with permission. All
rights reserved
worldwide.

COMMUNION SONG “Lamb of God”
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.
COMMUNION
*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Leader: Compassionate God,
People: through the gifts of bread and wine

our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love.

Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal,

may share your love freely, as you have shared with us.

We ask this in the name of Jesus,

through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever.

Amen.

SENDING
*PASTORAL BENEDICTION

Leader:

bless, heal, and hold you
today and always.

People:

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, = one God,

Amen



*SENDING SONG “Go, My Children with My Blessing”

Hymn 543
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1 “Go, my chil - dren, with my bless-ing, nev - er a - lone.
2 “Go, my chil - dren, sins for- giv-en, at peace and pure.
3 “Go, my chil - dren, fed and nour-ished, clos - er to  me.
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Wak - ing, sleep - ing, I am with you, you are my own.
Here you lecarned how much 1 love you, what I can cure.
Grow in love and love by serv-ing, joy - ful and free.
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In  my love’s bap-tis - mal riv - er 1 have made you mine for-ev - er
Here you heard my dear Son’s sto - ry, here you touched him, saw his glo - ry.
Here my Spir - it’s pow - er filled you, here my ten - der com-fort stilled you.
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Go, my chil-dren, with my bless-ing, you are my own.”
Go, my chil-dren, sins for - giv - en, at peace and pure.”
Go, my chil-dren, fed and nour-ished, joy - ful and  free”
Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, b. 1919, alt.
Music: AR HYD Y NOS, Welsh traditional
Text © 1983 Concordia Publishing House
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license trom copyright administrator.
*DISMISSAL
Leader: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
*POSTLUDE “Allegro Maestoso” G.E Handel

Shirley Newhart, organ

Permission to reprint and
stream music is granted
under ONE LICENSE #A-
729969. All rights
reserved.

Permission to reprint and
stream music is granted
under CCLI LICENSES
#20984671 AND
#20984664. All rights
reserved.




CALENDAR OF EVENTS

9:00 am Worship
Sunday, September 6 10:00 am Coftee Fellowship
10:20 am Adult Discipleship Class
LABOR DAY
Monday, September 7
OFFICE CLOSED
Tuesday, September 8 5:30 pm Messiah Reads Potluck
8:30 am Men’s Breakfast & Bible Stud
Wednesday, September 9 am Alens preadias 1 'e ey
9:30 am SNC Board Meeting

3:00 pm Skidaway Abigails

Thursday, September 10
ursday, september 3:30 pm Handbell Rehearsal

Friday, September 11

1:00 pm TOM OLSON FUNERAL &

Saturday, September 12 RECEPTION

Italics indicate outside group

MESSIAH OFFICE HOURS
Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday-9:00 am to 4:00 pm

Closed for lunch from 12:00 to 1:00 pm
Wednesday-8:30 am to 11:30 am
Friday-Closed

ONLINE GIVING

Please consider making a one-time or recurring gift to Messiah us-
ing the secure online portal at the website (messiahsi.org) and click-
ing on the Give tab. Another option to reach the portal is to scan
this QR code using your smartphone’s QR reader. This link may be
used for paying for altar flowers and other church-related activities.
Questions? Contact the Church Office.

If you would like to give the old-fashioned way, the offering plate is on the table as
you exit the Sanctuary.




THIS WEEK AT MESSIAH

Ministers The People of Messiah
Pastor Jason Talsness
Pastor, Congregational Care Karen Scheib
Director, Faith Formation Ken Ritz
Pastor Emeritus James Peper
Presiding Bishop ELCA Yehiel Curry
Bishop, SE Synod ELCA Kevin Strickland
Director of Music & Organist Shirley Newhart
Choral Director Rodney Powers
Altar Guild Kathy Ritz & Marcia Stinson
Reader Trish Tallon
Communion Assistants David Greenawalt, Bonnie LaPread
Evangelism Greeters Jody & Steve Voss
Ushers Shirley & Phil Nack|
Audio Visual Steve Allen and Ken McLauchlan
Coffee Hour Pam Allen (host) Milda Blaney (treats)

MILESTONES THIS WEEK
Birthdays: Pastor Jim Peper 09/06, Dr. Tom Thomas 09/08, Al Small 09/10, David
Ridberg 09/12

Anniversaries: Milda & Terry Blaney 09/09




ANNOUNCEMENTS

PARISH LIFE MINISTRY
End of Summer Fiesta
The planned event to celebrate Pastor Talsness

return has been postponed until later in Sep-
tember.

Sunset Boat Ride
Monday, September 21, 5:20 pm
Join the fun for a sunset cruise from North Har-

bor Marina. The cost is $35 per person (cash at
the boat), and there is a maximum of 35 people.
Bring your own drinks and an appetizer to
share. Sign up on the Narthex Kiosk and contact
Gayle Denny (513.604.0764) for more infor-
mation or a gate pass.

Chapeau Sunday
Sunday, September 13
Ladies, time to dig those hats out of the closet!

Our Parish Life Ministry created this Messiah
“tradition” in 2013. While we take the Gospel
seriously, we do not have to take ourselves seri-
ously! Playfulness can be a part of the joy of the
life of a congregation. The ladies of Messiah Lu-
theran remind us of how important this philos-
ophy of life is when they celebrate Chapeau
Sunday. On that day, all women and girls of
Messiah Lutheran are encouraged to wear their
finest hats to church to proclaim their devotion
to the chapeau, sometimes known as the bon-
net, the hat, the head covering, the cap. What a
plethora of millinery designs is then on display!
Typically, we observe this tradition on the last
Sunday of the Chancel Choir’s summer break.
So, this year, Chapeau Sunday is

September 13.

Messiah Reads Kickoff Supper
Tuesday, September 8, 5:30 pm
Messiah’s book group will hold a potluck supper

on September 8 in Peper Hall to organize for the
upcoming year, including selecting the books for
2026-2027. Once the organizers know who will
be attending, they will coordinate the food.
Please sign up on the Narthex Kiosk or contact
the organizers Patricia Small (smallpatri-
Oswald
(laoswald@icloud.com). If you would like to join

cial3@yahoo.com) or Lisa

the group this year for the first time, please con-
tact one of them.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

The Council is seeking to involve more people in
the life of the church. Approximately 50% of the
congregation has joined Messiah in the last 10
years, and Messiah's leaders want to give every-
one an opportunity to participate.

To make that happen, there is a new "Time & Tal-
ent" form, which is available on the Narthex Ta-
ble. Please complete the form and place it in the
Offering Plate or drop it off at the Church Office.
Additional copies are available on the Narthex
Table.



OUTREACH MINISTRY
2026 Build-a-Bed Event
Save the Date

This year's Build-a-Bed event

to benefit Sleep in Heavenly
Peace will take place on Satur- "
day, October 3, from E_
8:00 a.m. to noon.

Join us for a morning of fellowship and ser-
viceas we work together to build beds—and
hope—for children in our community. Breakfast
will be served, and water will be provided.

If you plan to participate, please register in ad-
vance using the QR Code.

FROM THE MUSIC DEPARTMENT
Handbell Rehearsal to Resume
Thursday, September 10, 3:30 pm

Voices in Bronze, a combined Bell Choir of Mes-
siah Lutheran and Skidaway Community
Church, will resume rehearsals on September 10
in the Classroom (Bell Room).

Chancel Choir Kickoff
Wednesday, September 16,6:30 pm
Messiah is once again assembling vocal talent for

the Chancel Choir year. The first rehearsal will
be at the home of Choir Director Rodney Powers
on September 16. Both returning members and
newcomers with the inclination to “sing” are wel-
come. The strength of the choir is its diversity of
singers, which creates “...a musical expression
that cannot be put into words, and that cannot re-
main silent” (Victor Hugo).

Singing in the choir does mean a commitment of
time for rehearsal and worship; but, if you love
music and love to sing, it is well worth it. Take a
little time to reflect on your calling and hear if
the Spirit is calling your name. For more infor-
mation, contact Choir Director Rodney Powers.

TOM OLSON FUNERAL
Saturday, September 12, 1:00 pm

The Olson family invites you to attend the ser-
vice, followed by a reception in Peper Hall.



SERMON NOTES
How to Win Over Worry

Matthew 6:25-34

vs. 25: Do not worry about your life...
vs. 31: Do not worry, saying, “What shall we eat...”
vs. 34: Do not worry about tomorrow...

Worry, does not come from problems, worry comes from your heart.
If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here today and tomorrow is thrown into the fire,

will he not much more clothe you—you of little faith? vs. 30 “You of little faith" = Oligopistoi = “little
faith one”

Two Ways Not to Fight Worry

1. Psychology
2. Probability

How To Win Over Worry: Eight Statements of Faith

1.

2,

My life is more important than any worry.

Is not life more important than... vs. 25

| am more valuable than crows.

Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Fa-

ther feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than they? vs. 26

. | will stop trying to control the uncontrollable.

Can any one of you by worrying add a single hour to your life? vs. 27

. | will look and listen to God’s creation.

See how the flowers of the field grow. They do not labor or spin. Yet I tell you that not even Solomon in
all his splendor was dressed like one of these. If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, which is
here today and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, will he not much more clothe you—you of little faith?
vs. 28-30

.l am not a pagan.

So do not worry, saying, 'What shall we eat?' or 'What shall we drink?’ or 'What shall we wear?' For the

pagans run after all these things and your heavenly Father knows that you need them.
vs. 31-32

. | will seek first God’s kingdom.

But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. vs. 33.




7. | have a relationship with the God of surprises.

But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. vs. 33

The LORD does whatever pleases him, in the heavens and on the earth, in the seas and all their depths.
Ps 135:6

8. 1 will live day by day.

Therefore, do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough
trouble of its own. vs. 34
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