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WELCOME TO THIS 

WORSHIP CELEBRA-
TION of the living 

Christ’s presence in 
our midst. Christ 

comes to us with new 
life and strength for 

Christian living in 
daily life through the 
hearing of the Word, 

preaching, prayer, 
song, and community. 

 

 

As the Confession and 
Forgiveness begins, all 
may make the sign of 

the cross, the sign that 
is marked at baptism.  

 

 

 

Congregational re-
sponses are in bold  

 
 
 
 

* Asterisks through-
out the order of 

worship indicate 
the people stand-

ing, in body and/or 
in spirit. 

 

 

 
 

GATHERING 
 
CHIMING OF THE HOUR 
 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 Linda Anne Goethe, reader 
 
PRELUDE “Be Thou My Vision”           arr. Wood 
 Shirley Newhart, organ 
 
*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Leader:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
whose compassion endures forever. 

People:  Amen. 
 
Leader:  Let us confess our sin to God. 

Silence is kept for reflection 
Leader:  Compassionate God. 
People:  we confess to you all our sins. 

Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. 
In your mercy, call us back to you. 
Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. 
Restore us to dwell in your peace. 
In Christ’s name we pray, 
Amen. 

 
Leader:  Jesus says, “Come to me, 

all you who are weary 
and are carrying heavy burdens, 
and I will give you rest.” 
In the name of God, 
Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
your sins are forgiven. 
Rest in God’s love. 

People:  Amen. 
 



     
 
 

*GATHERING SONG “My Lord of Light” 
 Hymn 832 

 
*GREETING 

Leader:   e grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the  
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

People:  And also with you.



      

 

"Kyrie" is a Greek word 
meaning "Lord." In 

Christian liturgy, par-
ticularly in Kyrie 

Eleison, it's used as a 
plea for God's mercy. 

e full phrase, "Kyrie 
eleison," translates to 

"Lord, have mercy," 
and has a common ele-
ment in various Chris-

tian worship services 
since the 4th century. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

   

*KYRIE 



      
 

 

e reading of Scrip-
ture is the time that 
God makes known his 
will: God desires mercy 
and salvation.  

 
Ultimately, this word 
points us to the Word, 
the incarnate Son of 
God.  

 
rough Christ — 
God's only Son — are 
we able to know the 
Father's favor and 
grace. 

 

 
 

*CANTICLE OF PRAISE 



   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Leader:  Beloved God, from you come all things that are good. Lead  

us by the inspiration of your Spirit to know those things that 
are right, and by your merciful guidance, help us to do them, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

People:  Amen. 
 
ANTHEM “Come, Share the Lord”            Leech 
 Chancel Choir 

We gather here in Jesus’ name, his love is burning in our hearts like living 
flame. 

For through the loving Son, the Father makes us one. 
Come take the bread, come drink the wine, come share the Lord. 

 
No one is a stranger here, everyone belongs. Finding our forgiveness here, 

we in turn forgive all wrongs. 
He joins us here, he breaks the bread, the Lord who pours the cup is risen from 

the dead. 
e one we love the most, is now our gracious host. 

Come take the bread, come drink the wine, come share the Lord. 
 

We are now a family, of which the Lord is head. 
ough unseen he meets us here in the breaking of the bread. 

We’ll gather soon, where angels sing. We’ll see the glory of our Lord and coming 
King. 

Now we anticipate the feast for which we wait. 
Come take the bread, come drink the wine, come share the Lord. 

 

WORD 
 Linda Anne Goethe, reader 
 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 5:1-7 
 Old Testament 594 

e prophet sings a sad, parable-like love song about the relationship be-
tween God and Israel. In this song Israel is compared to a promising vine-
yard. Despite God’s loving care, the vineyard that is Israel has brought forth 
“rotten grapes” of injustice and distress, when fine grapes of justice and 
righteousness were expected.



      
 

 

e reading of Scrip-
ture is the time that 
God makes known his 
will: God desires mercy 
and salvation.  

 
Ultimately, this word 
points us to the Word, 
the incarnate Son of 
God.  

 
rough Christ — 
God's only Son — are 
we able to know the 
Father's favor and 
grace. 

 

 
 

 1 I will sing for my beloved 
  my love song concerning his vineyard: 
 My beloved had a vineyard 
  on a very fertile hill. 
 2 He dug it and cleared it of stones 
  and planted it with choice vines; 
 he built a watchtower in the midst of it 
  and hewed out a wine vat in it; 
 he expected it to yield grapes, 
  but it yielded rotten grapes. 
 
 3 And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem 
  and people of Judah, 
 judge between me 
  and my vineyard. 
 4 What more was there to do for my vineyard 
  that I have not done in it? 
 When I expected it to yield grapes, 
  why did it yield rotten grapes? 
 
 5 And now I will tell you 
  what I will do to my vineyard. 
 I will remove its hedge, 
  and it shall be devoured; 
 I will break down its wall, 
  and it shall be trampled down. 
 6 I will make it a wasteland; 
  it shall not be pruned or hoed, 
  and it shall be overgrown with briers and thorns; 
 I will also command the clouds 
  that they rain no rain upon it.



   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 7 For the vineyard of the Lord of hosts 
  is the house of Israel, 
 and the people of Judah 
  are his cherished garden; 
 he expected justice 
  but saw bloodshed; 
 righteousness 
  but heard a cry! 

 
e word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
PSALMODY:  Psalm 80:7-15 

Look down from heaven, O God; behold and tend this vine. (Ps. 80:14, 15) 
Leader:  7 Restore us, O  God of hosts; 

      let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. 
  People:  8 You have brought a vine out of Egypt; 
      you cast out the nations and planted it. 
  Leader:  9You cleared the ground for it; 
      it took root and filled the land. 
  People:  10 The mountains were covered by its shadow 
      and the towering cedar trees  by its boughs.   
  Leader:  11 You stretched out its tendrils to the sea 
      and its branches to the river. 
  People:  12 Why have you broken down its wall, 

so that all who pass by pluck off its grapes? 
Leader:  13 The wild boar of the forest has ravaged it, 

and the beasts of the field have grazed upon it. 
People:  14 Turn now, O God of hosts, 

      look down from heaven; 
  Leader:  15 behold and tend this vine; 
      preserve what your right hand has planted.  
 

 



      
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SECOND READING: Philippians 3:4b-14      
 New Testament page 175 

Paul reviews some of his supposed credentials, which no longer have any 
bearing in comparison to the right relationship he has been given through 
the death of Christ. e power of Christ’s resurrection motivates him to 
press on toward the ultimate goal, eternal life with Christ. 
[Paul writes:] 4b If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I 
have more: 5 circumcised on the eighth day, a member of the people of 
Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, 
a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness un-
der the law, blameless. 
  7 Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because 
of Christ. 8 More than that, I regard everything as loss because of the sur-
passing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suf-
fered the loss of all things, and I regard them as rubbish, in order that I 
may gain Christ 9 and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my 
own that comes from the law but one that comes through faith in Christ, 
the righteousness from God based on faith. 10 I want to know Christ and 
the power of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becom-
ing like him in his death, 11 if somehow I may attain the resurrection from 
the dead. 
  12 Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the 
goal, but I press on to lay hold of that for which Christ has laid hold of 
me. 13 Brothers and sisters, I do not consider that I have laid hold of it, but 
one thing I have laid hold of: forgetting what lies behind and straining 
forward to what lies ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal, toward the prize 
of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus. 
 

 
e word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 



   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
*GOSPEL: Matthew 21:33-46 
 New Testament page 20 

Jesus tells a parable to the religious leaders who are plotting his death, re-
vealing that their plans will, ironically, bring about the fulfillment 
of scripture. 
 
Leader:  e Gospel according to Matthew. 
People:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

[Jesus said:] 33 “Listen to another parable. ere was a landowner who 
planted a vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a winepress in it, and built a 
watchtower. en he leased it to tenants and went away. 34 When the har-
vest time had come, he sent his slaves to the tenants to collect his produce. 
35 But the tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed another, and stoned 
another. 36 Again he sent other slaves, more than the first, and they treated 
them in the same way. 37 en he sent his son to them, saying, ‘ey will 
respect my son.’ 38 But when the tenants saw the son, they said to them-
selves, ‘is is the heir; come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.’ 39 So 
they seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him. 40 Now 
when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?” 
41 ey said to him, “He will put those wretches to a miserable death and 
lease the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the produce at the 
harvest time.” 
  42 Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures: 
 ‘e stone that the builders rejected 
  has become the cornerstone; 
 this was the Lord’s doing, 
  and it is amazing in our eyes’?



      
One vase of last week’s 
Altar Flowers was do-
nated by Pat Cooper 
“in celebration of the 
Kairos Prison Minis-
try, October 1-4.” 
 
Today’s Altar Flowers 
(both vases) are given 
by Shirley Stiber and 
by Judy, Jeff, Susan, 
and Barbara Stiber 
“in loving memory of 
Carol Stiber.” 
 
Lynn & Ken McLau-
chlan donated the Oc-
tober Eternal Candle 
“for the glory of God.” 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
43 “erefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you 
and given to a people that produces its fruits. 44 e one who falls on this 
stone will be broken to pieces, and it will crush anyone on whom it falls.” 
  45 When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they 
realized that he was speaking about them. 46 ey wanted to arrest him, 
but they feared the crowds, because they regarded him as a prophet. 

 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
SERMON  
 Pastor Jason Talsness



   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*HYMN OF THE DAY “There in God’s Garden” 
 Hymn 342  
 Verses 1-4 



      
In the Apostles’ Creed, 
the phrase “holy catho-
lic Church” refers to the 
universal Christian 
church, not exclusively 
the Roman Catholic 
Church. It signifies the 
belief in a single, uni-
fied body of believers 
across time and space, 
united by their shared 
faith in Christ. 
 
at Christ visited the 
dead aer his crucifix-
ion is based on 1 Peter 
4:6 “For this is the rea-
son the gospel was pro-
claimed even to the 
dead, so that, though 
they had been judged 
in the flesh as everyone 
is judged, they might 
live in the spirit as God 
does.” 

 

 
 

 

*APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

(In between the petitions of the prayers, the following response is offered.)  
Leader:   Hear us, O God,  
People:   Your mercy is great. 
(Final petition and response.)  
Leader:  Trusting in your boundless grace, O God, we li up these 

spoken prayers and those in our hearts; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. 

People:   Amen.



   During Pentecost there 
is Holy Communion on 
the first and third Sun-
day of each month. All 
who are seeking Christ 
and his grace are wel-
come at our commun-

ion table. 
 

Today, we will receive 
Communion by intinc-
tion (dipping the bread 
into the wine or juice). 

Here is the process: 
 

Approach: Please fol-
low the direction of the 
ushers to come forward 

via the center aisle. 
Receive the Bread: Ex-
tend your hands to re-

ceive a piece of bread 
or a wafer from the 

minister. 
Dip: Hold the bread 

carefully and dip a 
portion into the chal-

ice. 
Consume: Place the 

intincted bread directly 
into your mouth and 

reverently return to 
your seat by the side 

aisles. 
 

Note: If you prefer a 
gluten-free option or a 
blessing instead, please 

let the minister know 
as you approach. 

MEAL 
*DIALOGUE 

 
*PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, … 
We praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 

*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE



      
 

 
*LORD'S PRAYER  

People:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 
us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Come to the table of grace. Receive the gift of new life. 

 
COMMUNION SONG “Lamb of God” 

 
COMMUNION



    
*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Leader:  Compassionate God, 
People:  through the gifts of bread and wine 

our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love. 
Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, 
may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. 
Amen. 

 

SENDING 
*PASTORAL BENEDICTION  

Leader:  Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, ☩ one God, 
bless, heal, and hold you 
today and always. 

People:  Amen 

 



      
PERMISSIONS 
 
From Sundays and 
Seasons.com. Copyright 
2011 Augsburg Fortress. 
All rights reserved. 
 
Reprinted by permission 
under Augsburg Fortress 
Liturgies Annual License 
#37016. 
 
Scripture quotations are 
taken from the New 
Revised Standard Version 
Updated Edition 
(NRSVue) Bible. Copyright 
© 2021 National Council 
of Churches of Christ in the 
United States of America. 
Used by permission. All 
rights reserved worldwide.  
 
New Revised Standard 
Version Bible (NSRV), 
copyright 1989, Division of 
Christian Education of the 
National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the 
United States of America. 
Used by permission. All 
rights reserved. 
 
Holy Bible, New 
International 
Version™, NIV™ 
Copyright © 1973, 1978, 
1984, 2011 by Biblica, 
Inc. 
Used with permission. All 
rights reserved 
worldwide. 
 
 

 

 
*SENDING SONG “All Creatures, Worship God Most High” 
 Hymn 835 
 Verses 1-4 

 



    
Permission to reprint and 

stream music is granted 
under ONE LICENSE #A-

729969.  All rights 
reserved. 

 
Permission to reprint and 

stream music is granted 
under CCLI LICENSES 

#20984671 AND 
#20984664.  All rights 

reserved. 
 

*DISMISSAL 
Leader:  Go in peace. Serve the Lord.  
People:  Thanks be to God. 

 
*POSTLUDE “All Creatures of Our God and King”    arr. Hopson 

Shirley Newhart, organ             



       

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 

Italics indicate outside group 
MESSIAH OFFICE HOURS 

Monday, Tuesday, and ursday-9:00 am to 4:00 pm 
Closed for lunch from 12:00 to 1:00 pm 

Wednesday-8:30 am to 11:30 am 
Friday-Closed 

 
ONLINE GIVING 
Please consider making a one-time or recurring gi to Messiah us-
ing the secure online portal at the website (messiahsi.org) and click-
ing on the Give tab.  Another option to reach the portal is to scan 
this QR code using your smartphone’s QR reader.  is link may be 
used for paying for altar flowers and other church-related activities. 
Questions? Contact the Church Office. 
 
If you would like to give the old-fashioned way, the offering plate is on the table as 
you exit the Sanctuary. 

Sunday, October 4 

8:30 am Chancel  Choir Warmup 
9:00 am Worship 

10:00 am Coffee Fellowship  
10:20 am Adult Discipleship Class 

10:20 am Confirmation Class 

Monday, October 5 

10:00 am Women’s Bible Study 
1:00 pm VENHUIZEN SERVICE 
5:00 pm Ronald McDonald House 

Dinner 
Tuesday, October 6  

Wednesday, October 7 

8:30 am Men’s Breakfast & Bible 
Study 

9:00 am SNC Mosaic Workshop 
7:00 pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

ursday, October 8 
3:00 pm Skidaway Abigails 

3:30 pm Handbell Rehearsal 
Friday, October 9 PEPER FAMILY WEDDING 

Saturday, October 10 PEPER FAMILY WEDDING 



    

 

THIS WEEK AT MESSIAH 
Ministers The People of Messiah 
Pastor 
Pastor, Congregational Care 
Director, Faith Formation 
Pastor Emeritus 
Presiding Bishop ELCA 
Bishop, SE Synod ELCA 

 Jason Talsness 
Karen Scheib 

Ken Ritz 
James Peper 
Yehiel Curry 

Kevin Strickland 
Director of Music & Organist Shirley Newhart 

Choral Director Rodney Powers 

Altar Guild Jane Holst & Kay Yablecki 

Reader Linda Anne Goethe 

Communion Assistants Diane Munroe & Marcia Stinson 

Evangelism Greeters Jane & Steve Holst 

Ushers George Lawrence and Phil Nack 

Audio Visual Steve Allen and Ken McLauchlan 

Coffee Hour Christine Lind (host) TBD (treats) 
 
 
 

MILESTONES THIS WEEK 
Birthdays: Eve Wells 10/4; Christine Lind 10/6; Karen Scheib 10/10 

 
Anniversaries: Mike & Kathy Wordell 10/10 

  



 

 

SERMON PREVIEW 
Jesus tells a story about a vineyard, its owner, and the tenants entrusted with its care. It is a story about 
what happens when those who have been given something to tend begin to believe it belongs to them. 
 
This week, we will consider the vineyards that sustain our own lives, including the often unseen labor 
of those who plant and harvest our food—and what they reveal about our dependence upon others. 
And we will encounter the owner’s rejected son, Jesus, whose authority is revealed not through domi-
nation or violence, but through mercy, peacemaking, and self-giving love. 
 
Questions for reflection: What do the tenants forget about their relationship to the vineyard and its 
owner? What are some things in our lives that we think of as “ours” but are really gifts entrusted to our 
care? How often do we think about the people whose labor provides the food we eat and the other ne-
cessities of daily life? How is the owner's son's authority different from the power exercised by the ten-
ants? 

 



    

CHURCH COUNCIL  
2026

Jason Talsness, Pastor 
(912) 556-8056 

skidawaypastorj@gmail.com 
 

Peggy Pearson (2026) 
Education & Discipleship Ministry 

443.995.1146 
parkpear@aol.com 

 
Claire Cornwell-Williams (2028) 

President 
Evangelism Ministry 

912.658.4114 
cwilliams17@comcast.net 

 
Vacant 

Finance Ministry 
 

Lisa Oswald (2026) 
Secretary 

Outreach Ministry 
203.554.5845 

laoswald@icloud.com 
 

Gayle Denny (2026) 
Parish Life Ministry 

513.604.0764 
gdgardener@comcast.net 

 
1 Greg Stinson is serving the second year of a 
three-year term that ends in 2027. 

Rick Tallon (2028) 
Property Ministry 

417.294.2002 
rick.tallon@gmail.com 

 
Greg Stinson (2026/2027)1 

Staff Support/Mutual Ministry 
912.704.4084 

gtstinson@comcast.net 
 

George Lawrence (2026/2028)2 
Stewardship Ministry 

912.484.2818 
mppggl13@gmail.com 

 
Parker Pearson (no term) 

Treasurer 
410.349.7704 

parkpear@aol.com 
 

Pat Cooper (2027) 
Worship & Music Ministry 

912.508.4250 
cooperpat5@gmail.com

2 George Lawrence is serving the first year of a 
three-year term that ends in 2028. 

mailto:skidawaypastorj@gmail.com
mailto:laoswald@icloud.com
mailto:gtstinson@comcast.net


 
 



    
 


