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WELCOME TO THIS
WORSHIP CELEBRA-
TION of the living
Christ’s presence in
our midst. Christ
comes to us with new
life and strength for
Christian living in
daily life through the
hearing of the Word,
preaching, prayer,
song, and community.

As the Confession and
Forgiveness begins, all

may make the sign of
the cross, the sign that
is marked at baptism.

Congregational re-
sponses are in bold

* Asterisks through-
out the order of
worship indicate
the people stand-
ing, in body and/or
in spirit.

GATHERING

CHIMING OF THE HOUR

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

Bonnie LaPread, reader

PRELUDE “Veni Creator Spiritus”

Shirley Newhart, organ

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Leader: Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,

whose compassion endures forever.

People:  Amen.
Leader: Let us confess our sin to God.
Silence is kept for reflection
Leader: Compassionate God.
People:  we confess to you all our sins.

Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves.

In your mercy, call us back to you.

Your yoke is easy and your burden is light.

Restore us to dwell in your peace.

In Christ’s name we pray,

Amen.

Leader: Jesus says, “Come to me,

all you who are weary

and are carrying heavy burdens,

and I will give you rest.”

In the name of God,
Father, *F Son, and Holy Spirit,
your sins are forgiven.

Rest in God’s love.

People: Amen.

Nieland



*GATHERING SONG “Evry Time I Feel the Spirit”
From “All Creation Sings”
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Text: African American spiritual
Music: PENTECOST, African American spiritual; arr. Melva W. Costen, b. 1933
Arr. © 1990 Melva W. Costen, admin. Augsburg Fortress

Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting usage under valid license.

*GREETING
Leader: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
People: And also with you.
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*CANTICLE OF PRAISE

Refrain

Assisting minister
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY
Leader: O God, on this day you open the hearts of your faithful

people by sending into us your Holy Spirit. Direct us by the
light of that Spirit, that we may have a right judgment in all
things and rejoice at all times in your peace, through Jesus
Christ, your Son and our Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

People: Amen.

SPECIAL MUSIC “A Clare Benediction” Rutter
Diane McCabe, soloist

WORD

Bonnie LaPread, reader

FIRST READING: Acts 2:1-21
New Testament 103

Pentecost was a Jewish harvest festival that marked the fiftieth day after
Passover. Luke portrays the Holy Spirit being poured out upon the disciples
before the gathered and astonished people assembled in Jerusalem for the
festival. Filled with the Spirit, the disciples were able to witness to the power
of Christ’s resurrection.

"When the day of Pentecost had come, [the apostles] were all together
in one place. > And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the
rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sit-
ting. > Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue
rested on each of them. * All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and
began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability.

> Now there were devout Jews from every people under heaven living
in Jerusalem. ® And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered,
because each one heard them speaking in the native language of
each. 7 Amazed and astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who are
speaking Galileans? ® And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own
native language? ® Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopota-
mia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, ' Phrygia and Pamphylia,
Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from
Rome, both Jews and proselytes, '' Cretans and Arabs—in our own lan-
guages we hear them speaking about God’s deeds of power” > All were



amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this
mean?” " But others sneered and said, “They are filled with new wine”

' But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed
them, “Fellow Jews and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to
you, and listen to what I say. ° Indeed, these are not drunk, as you sup-
pose, for it is only nine oclock in the morning. '® No, this is what was spo-
ken through the prophet Joel:

'7“In the last days it will be, God declares,
that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh,
and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy;,
and your young men shall see visions,
and your old men shall dream dreams.
'® Even upon my slaves, both men and women,
in those days I will pour out my Spirit,
and they shall prophesy.
' And I will show portents in the heaven above
and signs on the earth below,
blood, and fire, and smoky mist.
**The sun shall be turned to darkness
and the moon to blood,
before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day.

» »

*!' Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved:

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALMODY: Psalm 104:24-34, 35b
Send forth your Spirit and renew the face of the earth. (Ps. 104:30)

Leader: * How manifold are your works, O Lord!
In wisdom you have made them all; the earth is full of your
creatures.

People: > Yonder is the sea, great and wide, with its swarms too

many to number, living things both small and great.
Leader: 26 There go the ships to and fro,

and Leviathan, which you made for the sport of it.
People: %7 All of them look to you

to give them their food in due season.




Leader: *You give it to them; they gather it;
you open your hand, and they are filled with good things.
People: *When you hide your face, they are terrified;
when you take away their breath, they die and return to
their dust.
Leader: **You send forth your Spirit, and they are created;
and so you renew the face of the earth.
People: °! May the glory of the Lord endure forever;
O Lord, rejoice in all your works.
Leader: 2 You look at the earth and it trembles;
you touch the mountains and they smoke.
People: T will sing to the Lord as long as I live;
I will praise my God while I have my being.
Leader: * May these words of mine please God.
I will rejoice in the Lord.
People: b Bless the Lord, O my soul.
Hallelujah!

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 12:3b-13
New Testament 153

% No one can say “Jesus is Lord” except by the Holy Spirit.

*Now there are varieties of gifts but the same Spirit, > and there are va-
rieties of services but the same Lord, ®and there are varieties of activities,
but it is the same God who activates all of them in everyone. ” To each is
given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. * To one is
given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom and to another the utter-
ance of knowledge according to the same Spirit, * to another faith by the
same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, ' to another the
working of powerful deeds, to another prophecy, to another the discern-
ment of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to another the inter-
pretation of tongues. ' All these are activated by one and the same Spirit,
who allots to each one individually just as the Spirit chooses.

"2 For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the mem-
bers of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. * For in
the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves
or free—and we were all made to drink of one Spirit.



The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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*GOSPEL: John 20:19-23
New Testament 101

The risen Jesus appears to his disciples, offering them a benediction, a com-

mission, and the gift of the Holy Spirit.

The Holy Gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the
doors were locked where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus
came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” ** After he
said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples re-

joiced when they saw the Lord. *! Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with

you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you” > When he had said this,

he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit.  If you

forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of
any, they are retained”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

Reverend Jason Talsness

Both vases of flowers
this morning are in
loving memory of
Frank J. Liebgott, a
dear brother whose
honor, kindness, and
unwavering love for
his family will never
be forgotten. He
taught me, without
even realizing it, how
to be resilient and
how to keep going
when life felt heavy.
Though he’s no longer
here in the way we
wish, his influence
lives on in the lessons
he gave, the love he
shared, and the mem-
ories we carry for-
ward. His spirit re-
mains in our hearts
until we meet again in
Heaven.

- With Love, Susan
Liebgott Brock and

family




*HYMN OF THE DAY “Holy Spirit, Truth Divine”

Hymn 398
Verses 1-4
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I Ho-ly Spir-it, truth di- vine, dawn up - on this soul of mine;
2 Ho-ly Spir-it, love di- vine, glow with-in this heart of mine;
3 Ho-ly Spir-it, pow’rdi- vine, for - ti - fy this will of  mine;
4 Ho-ly Spir-it, peace di- vine, still this rest-less heart of mine;
5 Ho-ly Spir-it, right di- vine, king with-in my con - science reign;
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breath of God and in - ward light, wake my spir - it, clear my sight.

kin - dle ev - ry high de - sire; purge me
by your will I strong-ly live, brave-ly
speak to calm this toss - ing sea, stayed in

be my guide,and I shall be firm - ly bound, for - ev - er

Text: Samuel Longfellow, 1819-1892
Music: SONG 13, Orlando Gibbons, 1583-1625

*APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the d
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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GODSPEED & FAREWELL TO DAWN MEADE

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
(In between the petitions of the prayers, the following response is offered.)

Leader: Merciful God,
People: Receive our prayer.

(Final petition and response.)

Leader: God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers
to proclaim the good news of new life to all the world,
through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.

People: Amen.
*DIALOGUE
0« 4
DA VALY
it
s o ¢ * o © o ¢ ¢ o 5 ® 5
The Lord b with  you. And al - so with you.
0 «
BT IV
m‘—c—‘ 7 E— i S—
J - ~— ~— — — ~
Lift up your  hearts.  We lift them to  the Lord.
oI
P
‘9 1 o > P [ ] [ ] & > T L g ol
o I — ~— - !\_../ =
Let us give thanks (o the Lord our God.
-
~
D)o —0 5 o F & & o _ o o >
J - ~—— N -
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
*PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, ...
We praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

*LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen.

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Come to the table of grace. Receive the gift of new life.



COMMUNION SONG “Lamb of God”
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.
COMMUNION

SPECIAL MUSIC “What a Friend We Have in Jesus”
Shirley Newhart, piano

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Leader:

People:

Compassionate God,

through the gifts of bread and wine

our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love.

Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal,

may share your love freely, as you have shared with us.

We ask this in the name of Jesus,

through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever.

Amen.
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SENDING

*PASTORAL BENEDICTION

Leader:
bless, heal, and hold you
today and always.
People: Amen.

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, = one God,

*SENDING SONG “I Love to Tell the Story”

Hymn 661
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Text: Katherine Hankey, 18341911
Music: HANKEY, William E. Fischer, 1849-1936



*DISMISSAL
Leader: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.

People: Thanks be to God.

*POSTLUDE “Spirit Divine, Inspire Our Prayer” arr. Callahan
Shirley Newhart, organ




L CALENDAR OF EVENTS

9:00 am Worship
Sunday, May 24 10:00 am Coftee Fellowship
10:20 am Adult Discipleship Class
MEMORIAL DAY
Monday, May 25
OFFICE CLOSED
Tuesday, May 26 6:30 pm Messiah Reads
: Men’s Breakf: Bibl
Wednesday, May 27 8:30 am Men’s Brea a.st & 1.b e Study
4:30 pm Council Meeting
Thursday, May 28
Friday, May 29
Saturday, May 30

Italics indicate outside group

MESSIAH OFFICE HOURS
Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday-9:00 am to 4:00 pm

Closed for lunch from 12:00 to 1:00 pm
Wednesday-8:30 am to 11:30 am
Friday-Closed

ONLINE GIVING

Please consider making a one-time or recurring gift to Messiah using the secure online
portal at the website (messiahsi.org) and clicking on the Give tab. Another option to
reach the portal is to scan this QR code using your smartphone’s QR reader. This link
may be used for paying for altar flowers and other church-related activities. Questions?
Contact the Church Office.

If you would like to give the old-fashioned way, the offering plate is on the table as you exit the
Sanctuary.




THIS WEEK AT MESSIAH

Ministers The People of Messiah
Pastor Jason Talsness
Pastor, Congregational Care Karen Scheib
Director, Faith Formation Ken Ritz
Pastor Emeritus James Peper
Presiding Bishop ELCA Yehiel Curry
Bishop, SE Synod ELCA Kevin Strickland
Director of Music & Organist Shirley Newhart
Choral Director Rodney Powers
Altar Guild Janet Reardon
Reader Bonnie LaPread
Evangelism Greeters Jim Dawson and David Greenawalt
Ushers Ken Mitchell and Jim Ross
Acolytes Confirmation Class
Communion Assistants Bonnie LaPread and Marcia Stinson
Audio Visual Steve Allen and Ken McLauchlan
Coffee Hour Pam Allen (host) Dawn Meade (treats)

MILESTONES THIS WEEK
Birthdays: Oskar Johnson-Liu 5/24, Milda Blaney 05/25, Yvonne Johnson 05/25,
Ron Maner 05/29, Kris Hilgeman 05/29,

Anniversaries: Karen & Dick Munson 5/25, Kris & Steve Hilgeman 5/26, Kathy &
Ken Ritz 05/28, Marcia & Greg Stinson 05/29, Anne & Eric Gladden 05/30,
Kay & Jim Yablecki 5/30




ANNOUNCEMENTS

GODSPEED & FAREWELL

Dawn Meade is moving back to New York,
and today is her last day with us. Today’s
music during Communion and Sending Song
are among Dawn’s favorites, and the Music
Department dedicates them to her.

MESSIAH READS
Tuesday, May 26, at 6:30 pm
The book group will meet at the home of Alison

McVeigh to discuss The Correspondent. Contact
Alison (alisonmcveigh15@gmail.com) to let her
know if you will be attending or if you need a
gate pass.

AN INVITATION FROM THE CHOIR
DIRECTOR
If you love to "Make a joyful noise to the Lord"

(Psalm 100), Choir Director Rodney Powers
wants to invite you to join the summer choir,
SING THE FAITH. For full information, pick
up the lavender handout on the Narthex
Table.

INTERESTED IN JOINING MESSIAH?

If you would like to join Messiah before
Pastor Talsness’ sabbatical begins on June 1,
please contact him no later than May 24.
Messiah will welcome new members during
worship on Sunday, May 31st. No classes are
required—just a conversation with the pastor.



SERMON PREVIEW FOR SUNDAY, MAY 24

In Acts 2, Jesus has just said goodbye to his followers and ascended into heaven. They are uncertain
and afraid, enclosed in what we call the Upper Room. Suddenly the Spirit arrives with a loud rush
of wind. Tongues of fire descend on each believer. Languages burst open. Boundaries collapse.
Strangers hear one another. The crowd is bewildered, astonished, amazed.

Instead of being a vehicle of information or doctrine, Pentecost is an event of holy astonishment.

In this sermon we will sit with two questions: “What if the Spirit’s first work is not making people
more certain, but making them newly alive to wonder? What if Pentecost is God disrupting our
fearful, self-enclosed lives and opening us again to communion, courage, and joy?"

This sermon reflects on how awe loosens the grip of fear and self-absorption, creates deeper
connection, helps us hear one another across division, and opens us to a reality larger than
ourselves. In a culture saturated with weariness and distraction but starving for wonder, Pentecost
may be the story of God giving the world back to us — alive, radiant, and filled with Spirit.

Questions for Reflection:

« When was a time you experienced genuine awe — a moment that made your world feel larger,
deeper, or more alive?

o In Acts 2, the Spirit interrupts fear and isolation. What fears or forms of self-protection keep
us enclosed from one another today?

o The crowd at Pentecost is amazed because people hear one another across barriers of language
and culture. Where do we most need that miracle of listening now?

« If Pentecost is about becoming open to a reality larger than fear, control, or self-concern, what
might the Spirit be trying to awaken in you now?

A Special Note
Today’s sermon references the book Awe: The New Science of Everyday Wonder and How It Can
Transform Your Life by Dacher Keltner (Penguin Press, 2023). The author defines awe as the feeling
we experience when we encounter something “vast” that challenges or expands our understanding of
the world. His eight wonders of life are: nature, music, visual art, spirituality and religion, collective
experiences (crowds, dance, sports, ritual), moral beauty (acts of courage and compassion), life
and death, and deep insights or epiphanies.




CHURCH COUNCIL 2026

Jason Talsness, Pastor
(912) 556-8056
skidawaypastorj@gmail.com

Randi VenHuizen (2028)
Vice President
Education & Discipleship Ministry
402.216.3067
Randiv1026@gmail.com

Claire Cornwell-Williams (2028)
President
Evangelism Ministry
912.658.4114
cwilliamsl7@comcast.net

Vacant
Finance Ministry

Lisa Oswald (2026)
Secretary
Outreach Ministry
203.554.5845
laoswald@icloud.com

Gayle Denny (2026)
Parish Life Ministry
513.604.0764
gdgardener@comcast.net

! Greg Stinson is serving the second year of a

three-year term that ends in 2027.

Rick Tallon (2028)
Property Ministry
417.294.2002
rick.tallon@gmail.com

Greg Stinson (2026/2027)'
Staff Support/Mutual Ministry
912.704.4084
gistinson@comcast.net

George Lawrence (2026/2028)*
Stewardship Ministry
912.484.2818
mppggl3@gmail.com

Parker Pearson (no term)
Treasurer
410.349.7704
parkpear@aol.com

Pat Cooper (2027)
Worship & Music Ministry
912.508.4250
cooperpats@gmail.com

? George Lawrence is serving the first year of a

three-year term that ends in 2028.


mailto:skidawaypastorj@gmail.com
mailto:Randiv1026@gmail.com
mailto:laoswald@icloud.com
mailto:gtstinson@comcast.net

