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  WELCOME TO THIS 
WORSHIP CELEBRA-

TION of the living 
Christ’s presence in 

our midst. Christ 
comes to us with new 

life and strength for 
Christian living in 

daily life through the 
hearing of the Word, 

preaching, prayer, 
song, and community. 

 

 

As the Confession and 
Forgiveness begins, all 
may make the sign of 

the cross, the sign that 
is marked at baptism.  

 

 

 

Congregational re-
sponses are in bold  

 
 
 
 

* Asterisks through-
out the order of 

worship indicate 
the people stand-

ing, in body and/or 
in spirit. 

 

 

 

GATHERING 
 
CHIMING OF THE HOUR 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Kathy Ritz, Reader 
 
PRELUDE “ree Settings of Amazing Grace”       arr. Haan 
 Shirley Newhart, organ 
 
*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at bap-
tism, as the presiding minister begins. 
Leader: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who forgives all our sin, 
whose mercy endures forever. 

People:  Amen. 
Leader: Let us confess our sin before God, who removes 

our guilt and blots out all offenses. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
Leader:  Gracious God, 
People:  have mercy on us according to your steadfast 

love. 
Leader: For seeking worldly delights that deceive us and 

dishonor you: Gracious God, 
People:   have mercy on us according to your steadfast  

     love. 

Leader: For desiring self-reliance instead of hungering for 
your word: Gracious God, 

People:   have mercy on us according to your steadfast   
     love. 

Leader: For failing to recognize your coming reign, and for 
hindering the work of the Spirit: Gracious God, 

People:  have mercy on us according to your steadfast 
 love. 



 
 Leader: For drawing from the well of self-serving ambition, and for 

disdaining the living water Christ offers: Gracious God, 
People:   have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 

Leader: For disregarding voices from the margin, and for distrusting 
signs of your healing and hope in the world: Gracious God, 

People:   have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 

Leader: For dwelling in tombs of self-pity and discontent, and for 
disregarding Christ’s call to come forth to life: Gracious God, 

People:   have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 

Leader:  God’s steadfast love, grace, and forgiveness abound. 
Through faith, the free gift of God, you have been clothed in 
the righteousness of Christ. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, 
your sins are forgiven. The Spirit of the One who raised Christ 
from the dead dwells in you, pours God’s love into your hearts, 
and gives you life and peace. 

People:  Amen.



   
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

*GATHERING SONG “ere is a Balm in Gilead” 
 Hymn 614 

*GREETING 
Leader:  e grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you 
all. 

People:  And also with you. 
 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VOX CORDIUM is a 
special emphasis choir 
for Lent and 
Easter.  VOX means 
voice in Latin and 
CORDIUM means 
heart.  e music pre-
sented at worship this 
Lenten season will be 
choral songs from the 
heart. 

 

 

 

 

 

*KYRIE 
Please sing the verses in Greek. [KEE-ree-ay eh-LAY-ee-son (Lord have mercy) 
and  KREE-stay eh-LAY-ee-son (Christ have mercy).  
 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Leader: Bend your ear to our prayers, Lord Christ, and come among 

us. By your gracious life and death for us, bring light into the 
darkness of our hearts, and anoint us with your Spirit, for 
you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
 
ANTHEM “I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say”       arr. Burnett 
 VOX CORDIUM              
 Lisa Oswald and Marcia Stinson, handbells 
 

I heard the voice of Jesus say, "Come unto me and rest; and in your weariness 
lay down your head upon my breast." 

I came to Jesus as I was, so weary, worn and sad; I found in him a resting place, 
and he has made me glad. 

I heard the voice of Jesus say, "Behold, I freely give the living water; thirsty one, 
stoop down and drink and live." 

I came to Jesus, and I drank of that lifegiving stream; my thirst was quenched, 
my soul revived, and now I live in him.



    
 

  

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I heard the voice of Jesus say, "I am this dark world's light; look unto me, your 
morn shall rise, and all your day be bright." 

I looked to Jesus, and I found in him my Star, my Sun; and in that light of life 
I'll walk 'til pilgrim days are done. 

I heard the voice of Jesus say, "Come." 
 

WORD 
 Kathy Ritz, Reader 
 
FIRST READING: Haggai 1:3-9 
 Old Testament 830 

The prophet calls the people to recognize that their struggles come from 
prioritizing their own comfort while neglecting God’s house, urging them to 
reconsider their ways and put God first. 
3 Then the word of the Lord came by the prophet Haggai, saying: 4 “Is it a 
time for you yourselves to live in your paneled houses, while this house 
lies in ruins? 5 Now therefore thus says the Lord of hosts: Consider how 
you have fared. 6 You have sown much and harvested little; you eat, but 
you never have enough; you drink, but you never have your fill; you 
clothe yourselves, but no one is warm; and you that earn wages earn 
wages to put them into a bag with holes. 
  7 “Thus says the Lord of hosts: Consider how you have fared. 8 Go up to 
the hills and bring wood and build the house, so that I may take pleasure 
in it and be honored, says the Lord. 9 You have looked for much, but it 
came to little, and when you brought it home, I blew it away. Why? says 
the Lord of hosts. Because my house lies in ruins, while all of you hurry 
off to your own houses. 
 
e word of the Lord. 

 anks be to God. 
 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PSALMODY: Psalm 23 
You anoint my head with oil. (Ps. 23:5) 

Leader:  1 e Lord is my shepherd; I shall not be in want. 
People:  2 e Lord makes me lie down in green pastures 
     and leads me beside still waters. 
Leader:  3 You restore my soul, O Lord, and guide me along right  

pathways for your name’s sake. 
People:  4 ough I walk through the valley of the shadow of 

death, I shall fear no evil; for you are with me; your rod 
and your staff, they comfort me.  

Leader: 5 You prepare a table before me in the presence of my ene-
mies; you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running 
over. 

People: 6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the 
days of my life, and I will dwell in the house of 
the Lord forever.  

 
SECOND READING: Romans 12:1-3 

New Testament 141 
Paul urges believers to offer their lives to God, be transformed by the renew-
ing of their minds rather than conforming to the world and live with humble 
self-understanding according to the measure of faith God has given. 
  1 I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, on the basis of God’s 
mercy, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to 
God, which is your reasonable act of worship. 2 Do not be conformed to 
this age, but be transformed by the renewing of the mind, so that you may 
discern what is the will of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect. 
  3 For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to 
think of yourself more highly than you ought to think but to think with 
sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has as-
signed. 
 
e word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

 



    
 

  

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

*GOSPEL: Matthew 6:25-34 
 New Testament 5 

Jesus teaches that his followers should not be consumed by worry about daily 
needs but instead trust God’s care and seek first God’s kingdom, trusting that 
everything else will follow.   

 
e Holy Gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
  25 “erefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat 
or what you will drink, or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life 
more than food and the body more than clothing? 26 Look at the birds of 
the air: they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your 
heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? 27 And 
which of you by worrying can add a single hour to your span of 
life? 28 And why do you worry about clothing? Consider the lilies of the 
field, how they grow; they neither toil nor spin, 29 yet I tell you, even Solo-
mon in all his glory was not clothed like one of these. 30 But if God so 
clothes the grass of the field, which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown 
into the oven, will he not much more clothe you—you of little 
faith? 31 erefore do not worry, saying, ‘What will we eat?’ or ‘What will 
we drink?’ or ‘What will we wear?’ 32 For it is the gentiles who seek all 
these things, and indeed your heavenly Father knows that you need all 
these things. 33 But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, 
and all these things will be given to you as well. 
  34 “So do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will bring worries 
of its own. Today’s trouble is enough for today. 

 



     

Altar Flowers are 
given this week by 
Amanda & David 
Ridberg “Happy 
Birthday to our 
daughter Genevieve!” 

 

 

March’s Eternal Can-
dle is given by Kay Ya-
blecki “in celebration 
of Spring and new life 
in God’s creation.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

e Gospel of the Lord.   
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON “A Renewal of Priorities” 
 Rev. Jason Talsness 
 
*HYMN OF THE DAY “Amazing Grace” 
 Hymn 779 
 Verses 1-4 

 
 

 



    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

(In between the petitions of the prayers, the following response is offered.) 
Leader:   Hear us, O God. 
People:  Your mercy is great. 
 
(Final petition and response.) 
Leader: Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our 

strength and salvation. 
People:  Amen. 
 

 
 



     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MEAL 
*DIALOGUE 

*PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, … 
We praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 
 



    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 
*LORD'S PRAYER  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 
*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! 
Come to the table; taste and see. 
 
COMMUNION SONG “Lamb of God” 

 

 
 



        
 
 

 
COMMUNION 
 
*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 Leader:  Radiant God, 
 People:  we have seen your glory in the face of Jesus Christ. 

In the sacrament of his body and blood 
you have drawn us to your heart. 
Send us from this table with delight, 
that our lives may reflect the beauty of your love, 
and bear witness to all we have seen and heard, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

SENDING 

*PASTORAL BENEDICTION 
Leader: May the triune God, who has put a new song in your mouth 

and tuned your heart for praise ☩, bless you now and forever. 
People: Amen. 

 
 



  PERMISSIONS 
 

From Sundays and 
Seasons.com. Copyright 

2011Augsburg Fortress. All 
rights reserved. 

 
Reprinted by permission 
under Augsburg Fortress 
Liturgies Annual License 

#37016. 
 

New Revised Standard 
Version Bible, copyright 

1989, Division of Christian 
Education of the National 
Council of the Churches of 
Christ in the United States 

of America. Used by 
permission. All rights 

reserved. 
 

Permission to reprint and 
stream music is granted 

under ONE LICENSE #A-
729969.  All rights 

reserved. 
 

Permission to reprint and 
stream music is granted 
under CCLI LICENSES 

#20984671 AND 
#20984664.  All rights 

reserved. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*SENDING SONG “In the Cross of Christ I Glory” 
 Hymn 324 

 
*DISMISSAL 

Leader:  Go in peace. Serve the Lord.  
People:  Thanks be to God. 

 
*POSTLUDE “In the Cross of Christ I Glory”       arr. Conkey/Steiner 

Shirley Newhart, organ               
 



    
 

 
 
 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 
 
 

Sunday, March 15 

9:00 am Worship 
10:00 am Coffee Fellowship 

10:20 am Adult Discipleship Class 
10:20 am Confirmation Class 

Monday, March 16 
10:00 am Women’s Bible Study 

 
Tuesday, March 17  

Wednesday, March 18 

8:30 am Men’s Breakfast & Bible Study 
10:00 am PLARNing Group 

5:30 pm Midweek Lenten Supper 
6:15 pm Midweek Lenten Worship 

7:00 pm VOX CORDIUM 
ursday, March 19 3:00 pm Skidaway Abigails 

Friday, March 20  

Saturday, March 21 Junior League of Savannah 
Italics indicate outside group 

 
ONLINE GIVING 
Please consider making a one-time or recurring gi to Messiah using the secure online 
portal at the website (messiahsi.org) and clicking on the Give tab.  Another option to 
reach the portal is to scan this QR code using your smartphone’s QR reader.   
 
If you would like to give the old-fashioned way, the offering plate is on the table as you 
exit the Sanctuary.  



   

THIS WEEK AT MESSIAH 

Ministers The People of Messiah 
Pastor 
Pastor, Congregational Care 
Director, Faith Formation 
Pastor Emeritus 
Presiding Bishop ELCA 
Bishop, SE Synod ELCA 

 Jason Talsness 
Karen Scheib 

Ken Ritz 
James Peper 
Yehiel Curry 

Kevin Strickland 
Director of Music & Organist Shirley Newhart 

Choral Director Rodney Powers 

Altar Guild Lynnetta Hartson and Janet Reardon 

Reader Kathy Ritz 

Evangelism Greeters Barbara Johnson and Bonnie LaPread 

Ushers Shirley & Phil Nack 

Acolytes Confirmation Class 

Communion Assistants 
Bonnie LaPread, Lynn McLauchlan, and 

Greg Stinson  

Audio Visual Steve Allen and Ken McLauchlan 

Coffee Hour Pam Allen (Host) The Mitchell Family  
(Treats) 

 
MILESTONES THIS WEEK 

 
Birthdays: Terri Breyman 03/15, Genevieve Ridberg 03/18, Kathy Ritz 03/19 

 
Anniversaries: Judy & Chuck Hildebrand 

 



       

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

WOMEN'S RETREAT-FINAL PLANS 
May 15-17, 2026 
Epworth-by-the Sea, St. Simons Island 
Karen Scheib will lead the sessions focused on 
the theme “Our Story and God’s Story,” which 
will feature examination of participants’ own 
life stories and how God’s story intersects with 
their stories. There will be creative exercises, 
written reflections, small group discussions, 
and crafts. The retreat will also include free 
time to explore the Center and the island. 
  
The Parish Life Ministry will provide $50 per 
person to help defray the cost. This means that 
the total cost will be $250 per person for each 
shared hotel-like room with 2 queen beds and a 
balcony overlooking the river. Price includes 6 
meals. Cost of a private room is $380 for the 2 
nights. 
  
If you submitted a deposit, the balance is due 
no later than Easter Sunday, April 5, 2026. 
That is $200 for a shared room and $330 for a 
private room. You can pay the balance by 
writing a check and note Women’s Retreat on 
memo line. You can also pay by credit card 
online at Messiah’s website (messiahsi.org). If 
you want to pay online, contact Sandy Cooper 
in the Church Office (912.598.1188; 
 messiahsk@gmail.com) for details. 
  
Need more information? Want to sign up now? 
Contact Parish Life Chair Gayle Denny 
(513.604.0764).

KAIROS PRISON MINISTRY 
Please Help 
On April 16-19, a team of 26 Kairos volunteers 
will return to Emanuel Women’s Facility in 
Swainsboro, Georgia. Kairos means “God’s Spe-
cial Time”.  e purpose of this program is to 
establish a Kairos Community inside this 
prison by the transforming love and forgiveness 
of Jesus Christ.  is Kairos Team will spend 3 
½ days with the residents sharing God’s love for 
them. 
 
Here Is How You Can Participate 
• Pray for us: Be a part of the Prayer Chain.  

is is vital…without prayer this weekend 
cannot happen.  ere will be a sign-up 
sheet and suggested prayers on the Kairos 
Table in the Fellowship Hall for the next four 
Sundays. 

• Donate: All Kairos activities are funded by 
donations.  One way to help is to buy meal 
tickets for the participants.  A $5 donation is 
suggested, but any amount will be helpful.  
e residents will see that someone they did 
not know was thinking about them and paid 
for their meal.   

• Color Placemats: ese placemats are used 
for each meal to brighten their mealtime 
during the weekend.  e residents are 
thrilled to see that someone has taken the 
time to brighten their day.   

 
Please stop by the table in the Peper Hall to par-
ticipate in this worthwhile mission.  You may 
also contact Pat Cooper (912-508-4250). 
 



 
SAVE THE DATE 
Lent & Holy Week 
• Midweek Lenten Supper (5:30 pm) and 

Worship (6:15 pm) on March 18, and 25. 
• Palm Sunday Worship at 9:00 am, March 29 
• Maundy Thursday Worship at 7:00 pm, 

April 2 
• Good Friday Worship at 7:00 pm, April 3. 
• Easter Sunday Worship at 9:00 am, April 5. 

 
There will be an Easter Brunch following 
worship on Easter Sunday. For details, see the 
information sheet on the Narthex Kiosk.

The Arts at Messiah 
Here is the schedule for this Summer’s concerts. 
Mark your calendar now for this exciting lineup 
of guest artists! All concerts are on Friday 
evenings starting at 7:00 pm 
• May 8-Derek Hartman, pianist 
• June 12-Ethel Trujillo, soprano, and José 

Meléndez, pianist 
• July 10 (Young Artist Concert)-William Ge, 

pianist 
• August 14-Russell Iceberg, violinist, and 

Anthony Ratinov, pianist

 

SERMON PREVIEW 
In Matthew 6, Jesus Christ speaks to the worries that easily consume our lives and calls us to a different 
way of living—one in which trust in God reshapes what matters most. This sermon, “A Renewal of 
Priorities,” explores how faith reorders our concerns, inviting us to seek first God’s kingdom rather than 
being driven by worldly gain or anxieties.  
 
Questions for Reflection: What are the main obstacles to your leading a more faith-centered life? What 
factors give you anxiety about your future? Which one would you be willing to release to God to take 
care of?  
 



       

CHURCH COUNCIL 2026
 

Jason Talsness, Pastor 
770.570.7407 

skidawaypastorj@gmail.com 
 

Randi VenHuizen (2028) 
Vice President 

Education & Discipleship Ministry 
402.216.3067 

Randiv1026@gmail.com 
 

Claire Cornwell-Williams (2028) 
President 

Evangelism Ministry 
912.658.4114 

cwilliams17@comcast.net 
 

Vacant 
Finance Ministry 

 
Lisa Oswald (2026) 

Secretary 
Outreach Ministry 

203.554.5845 
laoswald@icloud.com 

 
Gayle Denny (2026) 
Parish Life Ministry 

513.604.0764 
gdgardener@comcast.net 

 
1 Greg Stinson is serving the second year of a 
three-year term that ends in 2027. 

 
Rick Tallon (2028) 
Property Ministry 

417.294.2002 
rick.tallon@gmail.com 

 
Greg Stinson (2026/2027)1 

Staff Support/Mutual Ministry 
912.704.4084 

gtstinson@comcast.net 
 

George Lawrence (2026/2028)2 
Stewardship Ministry 

912.484.2818 
mppgg13@gmail.com 

 
Parker Pearson (no term) 

Treasurer 
410.349.7704 

parkpear@aol.com 
 

Pat Cooper (2027) 
Worship & Music Ministry 

912.508.4250 
cooperpat5@gmail.com 

 

2 George Lawrence is serving the first year of a 
three-year term that ends in 2028. 
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