
 

 

www.columbiarivercatholic.org 

December 7, 2025 
The Second Sunday of Advent 

WELCOME! 
 

Welcome to Columbia River Catholic where we Glori-

fy God and Sanctify Souls.  We hope you will join us in 

our pursuit of an intimate relationship with Jesus 

Christ.  We would love to have you register in one of 

our three faith communities that can be found at the 

bottom of this page.  If you are not already a Catholic 

Christian, or you are but have been away from the 

Church for a while, we’d love to help you become a 

Catholic or return to the fold.  Again, just contact one 

of the communities at the bottom of this page to 

start or resume your journey.   
 

Enjoy this bulletin.  We hope that you will take the 

time to read through it. It contains very important 

information about our faith and opportunities to 

grow in it, and opportunities to journey together in 

this  Catholic community.    

 

CLERGY 
•  Fr. Thomas Nathe, Pastor 
•  Fr. Bala Nagineni, Vicar 
•  Fr. Clifford Martin, Retired Priest 
•  Holy Cross Priests 
•  Deacon Scott Aikin  

OUR LADY STAR OF THE SEA 
MISSION |  STEVENSON 
509-427-8478    
Office Hrs:  Call for appointment 
725 SW Rock Creek Drive 
Stevenson, WA  98648 

ST. THOMAS AQUINAS  
PARISH  |  CAMAS         
360-834-2126     
Office Hrs: Mon-Thurs 9am-4pm 
324 NE Oak Street 
Camas, WA  98607 

HOLY REDEEMER PARISH  | 
VANCOUVER  
360-885-7780       
Office Hrs:  Mon - Fri 9am-4pm 
17010 NE 9th Street  
Vancouver, WA  98684 

“The Immaculate Conception”  by Giovanni Battista Tiepolo,  (1696-1770) 



 

 

Masses  |  Confessions  |  Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 

Holy Redeemer Parish, Vancouver  

St. Thomas Aquinas Parish, Camas  

Our Lady Star of the Sea Mission, Stevenson  

Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat Sun 

12/8 12/9 12/10 12/11 12/12 12/13 12/14 

Feast of the 
Immaculate 
Conception 
Holy Day of 
Obligation 
 

Mass  
8:30am  
11:00am 
7:00pm 
 

Mass 
8:30am  
 
 
 

Mass 
8:30am  
 
 
 
 
 

Mass 
8:30am  
 
 
 
 
 

Mass 
8:30am 
 

23 hr. Exposition 
of the Blessed 
Sacrament      
9:00am 
 

Chaplet of      
Divine Mercy 
3:00pm  
 

Confessions 
3:30-5:00pm 

Mass 
8:30am  
 

Confessions  
9:15am-10:30am 
2:30-4:15pm 
 
Mass 
4:30pm  

Confessions 
7:30-8:15am 
10:00-10:45am 
 
Mass 
8:30am 
11:00am 
 
 

 

Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat Sun 

12/8 12/9 12/10 12/11 12/12 12/13 12/14 

Feast of the 
Immaculate 
Conception 
Holy Day of 
Obligation 
 

Mass  
12:00pm  

 Eucharistic  
Adoration and 
Rosary 
6:00pm-7:00pm 

   Confessions 
10:45-11:15am 
 

Mass 
11:30am 
 

Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat Sun 

12/8 12/9 12/10 12/11 12/12 12/13 12/14 

Feast of the 
Immaculate 
Conception 
Holy Day of 
Obligation 
 

Mass  
8:30am  
6:00pm 

 Confessions 
5:00-5:45pm 
 

Mass 
6:00pm  

Mass 
6:00pm 
 

Mass 
6:00pm 
 

Confessions  
4:00-4:45pm  
 

Mass  
5:00pm  

Confessions  
7:30am - 8:15am 
 

Mass 
8:30am 
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Open to exploring or learning more about the Catholic Faith?  

Consider joining the Order of Christian Initiation for Adults or OCIA.   
 

The Order of Christian Initiation for Adults, or OCIA is a formal process of communal initiation of new members into the 
Catholic Church, as well as a welcome back program for returning Catholics, and further instruction for practicing Catholics 
who want to know more about the beauty of our faith. Please reach out to us, we want to help! 
 

Holy Redeemer and St. Thomas Aquinas Parishes—Contact Mark MacKenzie at markm@holyredeemervanc.org 
Our Lady Star of the Sea Mission in Stevenson—Contact Abby Coates at abby@stthomascamas.org 

 

Front Cover Artwork: “The Immaculate Conception”  by Giovanni Battista Tiepolo (1696-1770),  
completed between 1767 and 1768. Collection of the Prado Museum, Madrid Spain. 
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Pastor’s Column                                           December 7,  2025 

The Immaculate Conception 

 Jesus Christ: Yesterday, Today, and Forever ~ 

This Monday, December 8th, we 

mark The Solemnity of the Immacu-

late Conception of the Blessed Vir-

gin Mary, one of only three Marian 

Feast days that are so special that 

we observe them as holy days of 

obligation. To get some idea of how 

important the Blessed Virgin Mary 

is to God and thus to the Church 

and us, look at the list below of 

Marian Feast days throughout the 

liturgical year.  

·     January 1: Mary, the Holy Mother of God 

·     February 11: Our Lady of Lourdes 

·     March 25: The Annunciation of the Lord  

·     May 31: The Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

·     May 13: Our Lady of Fatima 

·     Monday after Pentecost: Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother  

  of  the Church 

·     Nine days after Corpus Christi: The Immaculate Heart of 

  the Blessed Virgin Mary 

·     July 16: Our Lady of Mount Carmel 

·     August 5: Dedication of the Basilica of Saint Mary Major 

·     August 15: The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

·     August 22: The Queenship of Mary 

·     September 8: The Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

·     September 12: The Most Holy Name of the Blessed      

  Virgin Mary 

·     September 15: Our Lady of Sorrows 

·     October 7: Our Lady of the Rosary 

·     November 21: The Presentation of the Blessed Virgin   

  Mary 

·     December 8: The Immaculate Conception of the Blessed 

  Virgin Mary 

·     December 12: Our Lady of Guadalupe 

So what makes the Blessed Virgin Mary so important?  

To answer that we need to go way back to the beginning, to 

the Garden of Eden. Adam and Eve, the first humans, sinned 

in the Garden of Eden when they disobeyed God and ate of 

the forbidden fruit. That first sin is called “original” sin. Adam 

and Eve were changed forever; in this life, they lost the pre-

ternatural gifts of infused knowledge, absence of concupis-

cence, and bodily immortality (more on that in a bit). What’s 

more, they couldn’t remove that sin or any other sin that they 

might acquire in their lives, and their sinful nature would now 

be inherited by all who came after them, along with suffering 

and death. Fortunately, from the moment Eve agreed to Sa-

tan’s temptation in the Garden, God hatched a plan that 

would redeem the human race, one that would take place 

over thousands of years of time. The centerpiece of that plan 

would be the second person of the Holy Trinity, The Word of 

God (Jesus), taking on our human nature, suffering and dying 

as the only sacrifice that could remove all sin from that first 

one in the Garden, to the last one sometime in the future. This 

plan was first alluded to when God spoke to Satan, Eve, and 

Adam after the fall. To Satan he said: “I will put enmity be-

tween you and the woman, and between your offspring and 

hers. He will strike at your head, while you strike at his 

heel” (Gn 3:15). God foresees three things here: 1) enmity be-

tween Satan and the woman; 2) enmity between Satan’s off-

spring and the woman’s offspring; 3) the heel of the offspring 

of the woman striking at Satan’s head. The woman in question 

is the Blessed Virgin Mary, and the offspring of the woman is 

Jesus Christ. The Blessed Virgin Mary is the new Eve, and Jesus 

is the new Adam. This powerful pair would remake the human 

race thousands of years after Adam and Eve would go to their 

graves.  

The Word of God (Jesus) knew exactly when he would enter 

into time and space as the Messiah (savior) and Christ 

(anointed one). At the moment he created the universe, he 

must have known the exact time when he would enter our 

world as Jesus because he arranged the stars, which have a 

perfect mathematical calculation, so that the star of Bethle-

hem would precede him to the place of his birth; furthermore, 

he created the Blessed Virgin Mary years before his birth, so 

that she would be ready to be his virgin mother: “the offspring 

of the woman”( Gn 3:15) and, “Behold the Lord Himself will 

give you a sign, a Virgin shall conceive and bear a son and she 

shall call his name Immanuel” (Is 7:14).  

https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r01/___https:/en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Solemnity_of_Mary,_Mother_of_God___.YXAzOmFyY2gzNjVwczpjOm86NWQ1OTdlY2UwYzJkZmUxNTgxMTIyODA5YjI1MDY3Mjg6NzphZDZhOjc2YTNiOGE4NWQwOWU0YjhiYzMzODUwOWI0OTg2NmIwMDU4ZWNjNDM0YzJjOWM0Mzc1Y2M2Yjg4Z
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r01/___https:/en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Our_Lady_of_Lourdes___.YXAzOmFyY2gzNjVwczpjOm86NWQ1OTdlY2UwYzJkZmUxNTgxMTIyODA5YjI1MDY3Mjg6NzozY2EwOjFlYTAwMDgyMGI4YjljNmNjMTM5NGQ2ZTRkZTNmOTZhMmY1M2U4ZjYyMTNhZTkyYjRmNDMwZjU2NzFiZjA1ZmM6cD
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r01/___https:/en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Feast_of_the_Annunciation___.YXAzOmFyY2gzNjVwczpjOm86NWQ1OTdlY2UwYzJkZmUxNTgxMTIyODA5YjI1MDY3Mjg6Nzo4Nzg0OmU2ODgwZWFmZDVhOGJjZjEwNmY2YzBjZGRiZjBlMWRlMWU4YjI3NWY2NmM0ZWI2ZmIyZjU2MjUyODhmNzE3
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r01/___https:/en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Visitation_of_Mary___.YXAzOmFyY2gzNjVwczpjOm86NWQ1OTdlY2UwYzJkZmUxNTgxMTIyODA5YjI1MDY3Mjg6NzpiNGZhOjRlZWUyNjI3ZGUyOTBkNjUwMDdhNWEyNGY4NDM5NDQ1NWU2ZjU1YWQyODdmODAzZTkwNDIwMzM0NTZlZmZlM2I6cDp
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r01/___https:/en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Our_Lady_of_Fatima___.YXAzOmFyY2gzNjVwczpjOm86NWQ1OTdlY2UwYzJkZmUxNTgxMTIyODA5YjI1MDY3Mjg6Nzo2NWM4OjRkYTA3YzY1MWVlYmIwNjFkNGE3OTVjY2VmNmQyZGM5MjhlZGNjOWVmODQ5ZTZiMmVkZTQxOTBhZTQyY2I2NTA6cDp
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Corpus_Christi_(feast)
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r01/___https:/en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Immaculate_Heart_of_Mary___.YXAzOmFyY2gzNjVwczpjOm86NWQ1OTdlY2UwYzJkZmUxNTgxMTIyODA5YjI1MDY3Mjg6Nzo5MWVkOjI3MGFmYjcxODQyNDM5NzE5MWM2MjNhYTU2OTNhZjkzY2ZkNWIyYjg0YmY5ZDg1ZTc2MzkzY2UwYzQ2MDY5Z
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r01/___https:/en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Immaculate_Heart_of_Mary___.YXAzOmFyY2gzNjVwczpjOm86NWQ1OTdlY2UwYzJkZmUxNTgxMTIyODA5YjI1MDY3Mjg6Nzo5MWVkOjI3MGFmYjcxODQyNDM5NzE5MWM2MjNhYTU2OTNhZjkzY2ZkNWIyYjg0YmY5ZDg1ZTc2MzkzY2UwYzQ2MDY5Z
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r01/___https:/en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Our_Lady_of_Mount_Carmel___.YXAzOmFyY2gzNjVwczpjOm86NWQ1OTdlY2UwYzJkZmUxNTgxMTIyODA5YjI1MDY3Mjg6NzpkNjgyOjdiYmJiNDhjYjlkZTY5MmEzODUwMTY3ZWU5Nzg4YzJhYjE2MjZjMmRiZGJkOGU3YjZiODVjNTIwOGY2NjQxN
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r01/___https:/en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Basilica___.YXAzOmFyY2gzNjVwczpjOm86NWQ1OTdlY2UwYzJkZmUxNTgxMTIyODA5YjI1MDY3Mjg6Nzo5MzY1OjhlOGRiMTBhZDY2M2M5N2IzNGFiNmU2OGE5YTA4OTIxOTUwOTJhMjU5Mjk1YTMzYmZjMDE0ZDQ3MDIxMjRlM2E6cDpUOkY
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r01/___https:/en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint_Mary_Major___.YXAzOmFyY2gzNjVwczpjOm86NWQ1OTdlY2UwYzJkZmUxNTgxMTIyODA5YjI1MDY3Mjg6Nzo0M2Q5OjNhODkzMmFiNWRmOTZiMDFmNzdhMzc2NmZmY2E5MjZhODMyMzA0ZTUwNTRhNmQ4NTRkY2E5ZjNlODZjZGE0MGM6cDpUO
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r01/___https:/en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Assumption_of_Mary___.YXAzOmFyY2gzNjVwczpjOm86NWQ1OTdlY2UwYzJkZmUxNTgxMTIyODA5YjI1MDY3Mjg6Nzo3MjI0OjllOGJhNzJmZTZiNzNmZmFlNTQxMTk0NmQxNDU2MmRmNTM3MDk5ZDQzNGE2Y2IzZDAwMWE4NTI3MTk3ODdmMGU6cDp
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r01/___https:/en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Queenship_of_Mary___.YXAzOmFyY2gzNjVwczpjOm86NWQ1OTdlY2UwYzJkZmUxNTgxMTIyODA5YjI1MDY3Mjg6NzpiOTJiOjhjZTU1MWUzZDVjNWQ4MTQzZDJmZTFlN2YxMzY2YmU4NjZhZmNkODU4OThiMzBiMDFlNWU5NmUxZWE1OGQ2ZTc6cDpU
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r01/___https:/en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nativity_of_Mary___.YXAzOmFyY2gzNjVwczpjOm86NWQ1OTdlY2UwYzJkZmUxNTgxMTIyODA5YjI1MDY3Mjg6NzoyY2IzOjY3OGRiNjQ0NmRjZDM5MDE0MjRkNGIwYWJjNDM1YTVlZjYyNzBkZmU4NzVjMjE5YTU0MmM5ZTNkYzkzOWYyZWE6cDpUO
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r01/___https:/en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Most_Holy_Name_of_the_Blessed_Virgin_Mary___.YXAzOmFyY2gzNjVwczpjOm86NWQ1OTdlY2UwYzJkZmUxNTgxMTIyODA5YjI1MDY3Mjg6NzoxOTEwOjBmNzE0ZmRkNjFmZmU2MzY3YmU0NWNmYTQ0NjI4ZDY0OTQyNWZlNGQyZmFjMWYw
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r01/___https:/en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Most_Holy_Name_of_the_Blessed_Virgin_Mary___.YXAzOmFyY2gzNjVwczpjOm86NWQ1OTdlY2UwYzJkZmUxNTgxMTIyODA5YjI1MDY3Mjg6NzoxOTEwOjBmNzE0ZmRkNjFmZmU2MzY3YmU0NWNmYTQ0NjI4ZDY0OTQyNWZlNGQyZmFjMWYw
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r01/___https:/en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Our_Lady_of_Sorrows___.YXAzOmFyY2gzNjVwczpjOm86NWQ1OTdlY2UwYzJkZmUxNTgxMTIyODA5YjI1MDY3Mjg6NzplOGFmOjI3MDdkOWZlMmRlMTYzNWEwMjU3YWNhZTVkYTRjZDkyOTYyMGM0ODdiZTRiNDliOTA1OTYzMGI1ZGFmZTdmY2U6cD
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r01/___https:/en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Our_Lady_of_the_Rosary___.YXAzOmFyY2gzNjVwczpjOm86NWQ1OTdlY2UwYzJkZmUxNTgxMTIyODA5YjI1MDY3Mjg6NzpmYzA3OmE2Mzg4ZTRkZTFmOGNlNDljMTdjYzQ3NDA4MzVlODA2ODAwMWY0MGM2M2Y4OGUzYjc2ZGEwZDRlMDVhMzU2ZDY
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r01/___https:/en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Presentation_of_Mary___.YXAzOmFyY2gzNjVwczpjOm86NWQ1OTdlY2UwYzJkZmUxNTgxMTIyODA5YjI1MDY3Mjg6Nzo2MWY0OjljM2Q3MmM3NWRiYjkwYjk5NTJiYmQ0OGRhMjkzMDM0ZWEyYzQ5ZDcwYmIwMzI3NzkwMmJhOWNiZjlkNTE1YTc6c
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r01/___https:/en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Presentation_of_Mary___.YXAzOmFyY2gzNjVwczpjOm86NWQ1OTdlY2UwYzJkZmUxNTgxMTIyODA5YjI1MDY3Mjg6Nzo2MWY0OjljM2Q3MmM3NWRiYjkwYjk5NTJiYmQ0OGRhMjkzMDM0ZWEyYzQ5ZDcwYmIwMzI3NzkwMmJhOWNiZjlkNTE1YTc6c
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r01/___https:/en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Immaculate_Conception_of_the_Blessed_Virgin_Mary___.YXAzOmFyY2gzNjVwczpjOm86NWQ1OTdlY2UwYzJkZmUxNTgxMTIyODA5YjI1MDY3Mjg6NzozMmVhOjRlNjRmNTI0Y2Q2NGM1MmE0MDE5YWZjOWZiODM3ODQ5YTkwODA1ZGVmN
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r01/___https:/en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Immaculate_Conception_of_the_Blessed_Virgin_Mary___.YXAzOmFyY2gzNjVwczpjOm86NWQ1OTdlY2UwYzJkZmUxNTgxMTIyODA5YjI1MDY3Mjg6NzozMmVhOjRlNjRmNTI0Y2Q2NGM1MmE0MDE5YWZjOWZiODM3ODQ5YTkwODA1ZGVmN
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r01/___https:/en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Our_Lady_of_Guadalupe___.YXAzOmFyY2gzNjVwczpjOm86NWQ1OTdlY2UwYzJkZmUxNTgxMTIyODA5YjI1MDY3Mjg6Nzo4YmYxOmNlYTljMTE0OTg5OGNlYjBhMThlMTIxMGMzMTZmM2IxZTdlYzEwNDhiMmEyZDc4MGI5ZjY0YTZlZmIzZDEwMTU6
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The Immaculate Conception 

Now we’ve reached the Immaculate Conception. When most 

Catholics hear “the Immaculate Conception” they mistakenly 

think we’re referring to the moment the Archangel Gabriel 

appears to the Blessed Virgin Mary, and tells her of her im-

pending pregnancy of the Son of God, although she is a vir-

gin. That moment is called the “Annunciation,” and Jesus’ 

simultaneous entering of Mary’s womb as an embryo is 

called the “Incarnation.” This is not the Immaculate Concep-

tion. The Immaculate Conception was the moment at which 

the Blessed Virgin Mary was conceived by normal means, 

through her parents Saints Joachim and Ann, in her mother 

Ann’s womb. At the moment of her conception by a singular 

grace, God removed original sin from her.  

From the moment of the Blessed Virgin Mary’s conception, 

she is set free from the sin of Adam and Eve and its effects. 

The Blessed Virgin Mary will spend her entire life never hav-

ing had sinned; and the preternatural gifts of infused 

knowledge, absence of concupiscence, and bodily immortali-

ty are restored to this one individual. Practically speaking, 

this means that the Blessed Virgin Mary: 1) knew things 

about God and creation without having to learn them 

(infused knowledge); 2) never experienced temptation to sin 

within herself (absence of concupiscence); and 3) did not 

experience the normal effects of aging as a result of original 

sin (bodily immortality). On this last point, the Blessed Virgin 

Mary did die. We know this through what has been handed 

onto us through the ages back to the apostles and constantly 

affirmed through the successors of our first Pope Peter. The-

ologically we know that the Blessed Virgin Mary died be-

cause her sinless Creator, Savior, and Son died too. If the God

-Man was willing to die, then we can safely presume upon his 

mother’s humility to agree to the same.  

The dogma (certain truth) of the Immaculate Conception of 

the Blessed Virgin Mary was proclaimed fairly recently in 

Church history, 1854, yet the knowledge of Mary’s freedom 

from sin goes back to apostolic times. The Fathers of the 

Church, those saints and theologians from the first six centu-

ries, are unanimous in proclaiming the holiness of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary, and the large majority of them referred 

to her as sinless. When the Archangel Gabriel declares Mary 

“full of grace” (Lk 1:28) it is understood that she is literally 

full of grace, meaning that there is no sin to impede the full-

ness of the grace she has received. When God puts enmity 

between Satan and the woman (Gn 3:15), that enmity is con-

sidered full as well, as in perfect enemies, and the only way 

that could be, is if the Blessed Virgin Mary is sinless; and the 

only way a person could be sinless is if they never had inher-

ited original sin – thus an immaculate conception. A further 

theological reality is this: as God, Jesus is the fullness of per-

fection. If his mother had original sin, then her physical body 

would reflect that too, remember bodily immortality? Thus, 

for nine months of pregnancy, God would be feeding in his 

mother’s womb upon tainted nutrients, and after birth at her 

breast; this would naturally affect Jesus’ physical develop-

ment. Remember, as God, Jesus is perfect in mind, body, and 

spirit. 

Lastly, the 19th Century saw two apparitions of the Blessed 

Virgin Mary in which she identified herself as immaculately 

conceived; at Lourdes to St. Bernadette in 1858: “I am the Im-

maculate Conception,” and to St. Catherine Laboure in coining 

the miraculous medal at Rue du Bac in Paris France in 1830: 

“O Mary, Conceived without sin, pray for us who have recourse 

to thee.” Indeed. 

Mass times this Monday, December 8th 

Holy Redeemer – 8:30 a.m., 11:00 a.m., & 7 p.m. 

St. Thomas Aquinas – 8:30 a.m. & 6 p.m. 

Our Lady Star of the Sea – 12:00 p.m. 

May Jesus and His Immaculate Mother Bless You, 

 

 

Fr. Thomas Nathe 



 

 Catholic School Options 
Columbia River Catholic Parish Family provides per-pupil 
assistance for active parishioners who enroll their children in 
grades K-8 at local Catholic Schools. This allows families to 
receive discounted tuition rates.  
 

• Columbia River Catholic Preschool & Kindergarten 
       lauren@stthomascamas.org 

• Regina Caeli Academy Homeschool Hybrid, Pre-K - HS 
       admissions@rcahybrid.org  

• Our Lady of Lourdes School Pre-K—8th Grade 
       www.lourdesvan.org 

• St. Joseph Catholic School Pre-K—8th Grade 
       www.stjoevanschool.org/ 

• Seton Catholic College Prep High School 
       https://www.setonhigh.org/ 

 
Feast of the Immaculate Conception 
Holy Day of Obligation 
Monday, Dec 8 

Monday, Dec 8th we will  celebrate 
the holy Feast of the Immaculate 
Conception, which is a Holy Day of 
Obligation.  Join us for Mass that 
day at any of our Columbia River 
Catholic campuses: 
8:30am  Holy Redeemer 
8:30am  St. Thomas Aquinas 
11:00am  Holy Redeemer 
12:00pm  Our Lady Star of the Sea 
6:00pm  St. Thomas Aquinas 
7:00pm  Holy Redeemer 
All parish offices will be closed that 

day, and reopen on normal schedules on Tuesday, Dec 9th. 
 

St. Vincent de Paul of Vancouver  
Donations Update and Toy Drive 
St. Vincent de Paul in Vancouver wants to thank the 
Columbia River Catholic communities for all the used 
clothing this year.  Due to space limitations at their facility, 
during the month of December they need to limit the 
number of clothing donations to only warm coats, blankets, 
men’s clothing, hats, scarves, new socks and underwear.  
They will continue to accept non-perishable food, hygiene 
items, and these specific warm winter items. Drop off is 
available at their location at 2456 NE Stapleton Road in 
Vancouver, Mon-Fri, 10am-3pm.   
 

St. Vincent de Paul Vancouver is also holding its annual drive 
through Toy Drive at St. Joseph Catholic Church from 10am-
4pm on Wed, Dec 17th.  Drop off NEW unwrapped toys that 
will be distributed through the St. Vincent de Paul Christmas 
program. 

Blessing Bags at Our Lady Star of the Sea! 
The Faith Formation classes at Our Lady 
Star of the Sea assembled “Blessing 
Bags” over the Thanksgiving holiday. The 
bags were filled with new and gently 
used items that might help someone out 
someone in need this winter. The 
Blessing Bags are then passed out to 
parishioners to have in their cars. Thank 
you to all who contributed items for this 

year’s Blessing Bags. 
 

Christmas Liturgical Schedule 
The last issue of the our 
Sunday bulletin (for 11/23 
and 11/30) had an insert of 
the Christmas Liturgical 
Schedule for all campuses 
(Holy Redeemer, St. Thomas 

Aquinas and Our Lady Star of the Sea) of 
Columbia River Catholic.  If you did not 
receive a copy or would like to download 
the flyer to keep on hand, it is available on 
the Columbia River Catholic website at 
columbiarivercatholic.org, or scan the QR 
code to go directly to the webpage.  
 

Women Growing in Faith 
Saturday, Dec 13 
This month Women Growing in Faith welcomes Mary Hawkins  
who will be presenting  “Naming Our Season [of Life} ~ The 
Intentionality of Time”.  We will discern what Sabbath Time 
looks like for each one of us, living and discerning where our 
seasons have been, and how the roles and relationships 
within them change over time. Women Growing in Faith 
meets the second Saturday of the month at 9:15am (after the 
morning Mass) in the Holy Redeemer Parish Center and 
includes prayer, light hospitality, a featured speaker, timely 
topics, and fellowship.  No RSVP is needed ~ simply join us! 
 

Christmas Cards for Sr. Ines 
One of our parishioners pursuing religious life, Sr. Ines, is a 
cloistered Carmelite in Coeur d'Alene ID. During most of 
the year she has limited ability to receive correspondence. 
However, at Christmas, the sisters are allowed as many 
Christmas Cards and notes as are sent. If you would like to 
send Sr. Ines a card this Christmas to wish her blessings, 
encourage her in her vocation, and to make prayer 
requests please send your correspondence to  
Sr. Ines of the Infant Jesus 
c/o Carmel of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph 
3069 W. Presley Rd.  
Coeur d’Alene, ID  83814. 

Columbia River Catholic | Family News 
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Holy Redeemer Church 

Website: holyredeemervan.org 
Phone: 360-885-7780 
Email: office@holyredeemervan.org 
 

Parish Office Hours 
9am-4pm  Monday-Friday 
17010 NE 9th Street 

Vancouver, WA  98684 

 
 

Daily Mass Intentions 
12/08  Feast of the Immaculate Conception  
12/09  Clare Krill 
12/10  Legion of Mary 
12/11  Paulette Molina†  
12/12  Elizabeth Wolf†  
12/13  Zach Buhman and Family  
 
 
 

Prayer Requests 
Jerry Ackert+, Spencer Adams, Joseph Aflague, 

Charlene Bragg, Greg Cesar, Ruby Duncan,   

Ryker Erickson †, Carol Greene†, Tim Greene†, 

Ed Gillis, Lillian Henry ,  Christopher Hepworth† , 

Jim Hudson, Evelyn Huebner†,   Jamie Kohler†,                    

John Kessenger†, Kristen Morris,                          

Annalisa Patton†, Teresa Poissant+,  Ron Prill, 

Mary Santiago,    Damon Schleichert†, Quentin 

Smith, Ivana Tarabochia, William Wear+,         

Jim Williams†, Elizabeth Wolf† 

Holy Redeemer Parish, Vancouver  

Special This Week 

Feast of the Immaculate Conception, Holy Day of Obligation 
Dec 8  
Monday is the Feast of the Immaculate Conception, a Holy Day of Obligation.  
The Parish Offices will be closed, to reopen on Tuesday, December 9th. 
 

Women Growing in Faith 
Dec 13 
This month Women Growing in Faith welcomes Mary Hawkins  who will be 
presenting  “Naming Our Season [of Life} ~ The Intentionality of Time”.  Wom-
en Growing in Faith meets the second Saturday of the month at 9:15am (after 
the morning Mass) and includes prayer, light  hospitality, a featured speaker 
timely topics, and fellowship.  No RSVP is needed ~ simply join us! 
 

The Giving Tree 
There are still some ornaments on the Giving Tree in the narthex. Birthright, 
PREPARES and St. Vincent DePaul are counting on us to provide gifts to our 
brothers and sisters in need this Christmas season. Please return your gifts no 
later than Sunday, Dec 14th to ensure they are delivered on time. Your gener-
osity and timeliness are appreciated! 
 

Family Gaudete Sunday Celebration 
Dec 14 
Next Sunday, the third Sunday of Advent is Gaudete Sunday.  Gaudete is the 
Latin word for “rejoice”. The Evangelization team will be hosting a Family 
Gaudete Sunday Celebration in the Holy Redeemer Parish Center after the 
11am Mass on Sunday, Dec 14th.  All are invited for games, crafts, card-
making for the homebound, caroling and more.   
 

Coming Up 
Dec 8   Feast of the Immaculate Conception ~ Parish Offices Closed 
Dec 13   Women Growing in Faith 
Dec 14   Gaudete Party 
 

Recurring Meetings 
American Heritage Girls:  Mondays 4:30pm   |   Resumes Jan 5 

Bible Study with Littles:  Tuesdays 9:30am  |   On hiatus: resumes Dec 30 

Cenacle of St. Joseph :  3rd Tuesdays, 9:30am   |   Dec 16 

Choir, Children & Youth:  Wednesdays 5:00pm   |  Dec 10, Dec 17 

Choir, Adult:  Thursdays  7:00pm   |  Dec 11, Dec 18 

Direction of Our Times :  2nd Tuesday (monthly): Dec  9 

Fidelis and Fraternus:  Wednesdays 6:00pm   |   Dec 10, Dec 17 

Holy Face of Jesus Devotion:  4th Tuesdays 9:15am   |  Dec 23 

Homeschool Co-Op:  Fridays 10:30am  |   Dec 12, Dec 19 

Millions of Monicas:  Mondays 6:00pm   |   Dec 15, Dec 22 

MMP Cenacle:  Mondays 9:15 am   |   Dec 8, Dec 15 

MMP Cenacle:  Thursdays 9:15am  |   Dec 11, Dec 18 

MMP Cenacle:  Saturdays 9:15am   |   Dec 13, Dec 20 

OCIA:  Tuesdays 6:00pm   |  Dec 9, Dec 16 

Spanish Endow:  Thursdays 6:30pm   |   Dec 11, Dec 18 

Troops of St. George:  Mondays 6:30pm  |    Resumes Jan 5 

Young Adult Bible Study:  Friday 6:30pm  |  Dec 12, Dec 19 
6 

Thank you for your generosity! 

Contributions 
11/16-11/29 

(2 weeks) 

Stewardship $       78,312 

St. Vincent de Paul: $            2,422 



 

 

Holy Redeemer Faith Formation  

For a complete listing of opportunities and upcoming events, visit holyredeemervan.org or call the parish office M-F 9am-4pm. 
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St. Thomas Aquinas Parish, Camas 

St. Thomas Aquinas Church 

Website:  stthomascamas.org 
Phone:  360-834-2126 
Email:  office@stthomascamas.org 
 

Parish Office Hours 
9am-4pm Monday -Thursday  
 

324 NE Oak Street 
Camas, WA 98607 
 

Daily Mass intentions 

12/8   Pro Populo  

12/10  Emma Simms (birthday)  

     Lester Shook†  

12/11  Fr. Raja (birthday Dec 10) 

12/12  Daniel Shook†  
 

Prayer Requests  

Bill Wallace (surgery), Ken Dean (recovery), 

Dana Logan-Schmidt (healing), Patricia 

Mingus (healing), Jack Mahoney (healing), 

Mary Hevlihy†, Lydia Wikeer (healing), Sally 

Gordon (healing), Elenor Collins, Patty 

Lovell, Kitty Quirke, Emily O’Neil, Andrea 

Nelson (surgery), Eve Moore (recovery),  

and please continue to pray for all those    

on the  prayer chain.  

Send new prayer requests to:     

stthomasprayers@stthomascamas.org  
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     Contributions 11/16-11/29 (2 weeks) 

Stewardship $   18,389  

St. Vincent de Paul $   945    

Thank you for your generosity! 

Special This Week 
 

St. Vincent de Paul Society Christmas Giving Tree  
Please take a tag from the “giving tree” in the back of the church to help 
someone in our community have a wonderful Christmas. Be sure to return 
wrapped gifts (with the tag!) to the box by the St. Thomas statue by Dec. 
13th. (There are a variety of items requested with three separate tags for 
each recipient:  two “needs” and one “want”).   
 

Faith & Family   |   Sunday, December 7, 9:45am, Fireside Room  
Parents are encouraged to attend this informative series on key moments in 
biblical history, focusing on the succession of pivotal covenants.  
 

Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception   |   Monday, December 8 
Masses for this holy day of obligation will be celebrated at 8:30am and 6pm.  
 

Christmas Flowers  
We welcome donations of poinsettias to decorate the church for the 
Christmas season. Please leave them in the library during office hours from 
Dec 14th to 22nd.  White poinsettias are preferred, but we know those are 
harder to find, so red is welcome as well!  Thank you! 

 

Discipleship Gathering   |   Tuesday, Dec. 16, 7pm, Before the Tabernacle 
Jesus tells you and me that we are to make disciples by teaching others all 
that He has taught us. Jesus teaches us to receive God's love and forgiveness 
until our cups spill over with loving and forgiving others. There is no greater 
way to love than by sharing Jesus & His truth with others. This is discipleship. 
Please join us and help reverse the diminishing of our Catholic faith. 
 

Coming Up  
 

Dec 8  Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception, Masses at 8:30am & 6pm 
Dec 12  Our Lady of Guadalupe Celebration, 6pm Mass + Fiesta   
Dec 13  CRC Young Adults Christmas Party, 6:30pm, Holy Redeemer  
Dec 14  Children’s Faith Formation Christmas Program, STA Parish Hall  
     Family Gaudete Celebration & Caroling, 12pm, Holy Redeemer 
Dec 19  Simbang Gabi Mass and Reception with Filipino Food  
 

Recurring Meetings 
 

Aquinas Guild:  1st Wednesdays 10am Fireside  |  Jan 7, Feb 4 

Catholic Daughters:  1st Mondays 5pm Fireside (not Jul-Aug)  |  Jan 5, Feb 2 

Cor Men’s Group:  Saturdays 8am Fireside |  Dec 13, Dec 20 

Discipleship Gathering:  3rd Tuesdays 7pm church  |  Dec 16, Jan 20 
Drama Group:  2nd & 4th Tuesdays 6:00pm Fireside  |  Dec 9, Jan 13 

Faith Formation (PreK-12):  Sundays 9:45am AC  |  Dec 7, Dec 14 

Faith & Family Parents:  Periodic Sundays 9:45am Fireside  |  Dec 7, Jan 11 

Grief Support:  1st Mondays 10:00am Parish Office  |  Jan 5, Feb 2 

Knights of Columbus:  1st Wednesdays 7pm Fireside  |  Jan 7, Feb 4  

OCIA (Christian Initiation):  Tuesdays 6pm Holy Redeemer  |  Dec 9, Dec 16 

Parish Playgroup:  1st & 3rd Tuesdays 10am AC  |  Dec 16, Jan 6  

Parish Potluck:  2nd Tuesdays 5pm hall (except summer)  |  Dec 9, Jan 13 

Prayer Shawl Ministry:  1st Saturdays 9:30am  |  Jan 10, Feb 7 

St. Vincent de Paul:  1st Wednesdays 1pm Fireside  |  Jan 7, Feb 4 

Young Adult Bible Study:  Fridays 6:30pm Holy Redeemer  |  Dec 12, Dec 19 

Youth Group Socials:  Monthly 6pm (not summer)  |  Dec 12, Jan 17, Feb 7 



 

 

St. Thomas Aquinas Evangelization 

For a complete listing of opportunities and upcoming events, visit stthomascamas.org and read the weekly parish email.  
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Starting November 22nd 

Saturday, December 13th 

Monday, Dec. 8, 2025 

Masses times:  

8:30am & 6:00pm 

St. Thomas Aquinas  

CHILDREN’S FAITH FORMATION 
CHRISTMAS PROGRAM 

Please Join us for our annual Christmas Program, 

with music and a heartwarming play that brings the 

story of Christmas to life, with love, joy, and wonder. 

Sunday, December 14, 2025 

11:30am 

St. Thomas Aquinas Parish Hall 

Enjoy the play, music, and some of our treats!  

Hope to see you there! 
Youth Group Social 

Our Lady of Guadalupe Celebration 
And White Elephant Gift Exchange  

Friday, December 12th  

6pm Mass, Fiesta, Grotto Social 

All youth, in 6th grade and up, are invited to join us in the youth grotto 

for our annual white elephant gift exchange. We 

will attend Mass together, and then enjoy the 

fiesta in the hall. When everyone has eaten, we 

will shift to the youth grotto. Please bring a small, 

wrapped gift, but do NOT feel like you need to go 

out and purchase anything! Just be as creative or silly as you like! 
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A novena in honor of Our Lady of Guadalupe will be prayed 

in St. Thomas Aquinas Church every evening at 6:45pm from 

Wednesday, December 3, until Thursday, December 11.  

Please join us!   

Exodus 90 & Magnify 90 Begin January 5th! 
90 days of powerful asceticism can free us from  
bad habits and strengthen virtuous ones. Use this 
QR code to learn more and sign up. This is the year! 
 

KC Woodcuts:  Firewood available  
KC Firewood is now available to parishioners for 
personal use as well as for anyone in need. Please 
scan this QR code and the KCs will arrange to pick-
up or drop-off as needed.  
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Our Lady Star of the Sea Mission, Stevenson 

Special This Week 
 

Papal Intention for December 
For Christians in areas of conflict:  Let us pray that Christians living in areas of 
war or conflict, especially in the Middle East, might be seeds of peace, 
reconciliation, and hope. 
 

Soup for Souls Starts Tonight    
Thank you to all who signed up to help throughout the month of December, 
for our one-night community soup supper on Sunday evenings. They will be 
ongoing from this Sunday on and start at 5:00-6:30pm Sunday evenings. We 
hope that it will grow as more people hear about it. Please spread the word! 
If you feel called to be part of this beautiful ministry — whether by helping 
serve, cook, or simply offering your time — please sign up above the piano in 
the Social Hall. 
 

Pick Up Your Blessing Bags    
Our Faith Formation kids have put them all together. Please take 2 per family 
after Mass. The tubs will be by the door through the winter until they are 
gone. If you come across someone that needs a little help or is begging for 
money, you can hand them a blessing bag. Each bag will have some warm 
winter essentials and a small Catholic sacramental to give them hope. Thank 
you for bringing so many needed supplies for our Blessing Bags!  
 

Christmas Potluck Sign-ups  
The annual Christmas Potluck is coming up quickly. It will take place after the 
Mass on Sunday, December 21st.  Please help us out by signing up for salads, 
sides and/or a dessert. You will find the sign-up sheet on main bulletin board 
in Social Hall. 
 

Holy Day of Obligation   
The Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception falls on Monday, December 
8th. Mass for this holy day of obligation will be celebrated at 12:00pm (noon) 
with Fr. Bala.  
 

Coming Up  

Dec 8  Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception, Mass at 12 noon  
Dec 25  Solemnity of the Nativity of the Lord (Christmas), Mass at 12 noon 
 

Minister Schedule     Sun, Dec 7       Mon, Dec 8         Sun, Dec 14  
Celebrant:             Fr. Nathe         Fr. Bala        Fr. Bala 

Sacristan:             Tony           Dick A.        Chris C.   

EMHC (cups):           Tony & Jim         John & Kitty     John & Kitty  

Lector:                Tom P.           Chris B.        Chris B.  

Ushers:              Chris & Elaine     Lexie & Laura     Amy & Lexie  

Counters:             Kitty & Lexie         —          Cheryl & Salvie 

Coffee Hosts:          Matt, Dick, Steve      —           Dave, Deby,  

                                  Jerry, & Linda 

 

Our Lady Star of the Sea 

Webpage:  stthomascamas.org/our-
lady-star-of-the-sea 
Phone:  509-427-8478 
Email: office@stthomascamas.org 
 

Office Hrs: Please call for 
an appointment 
 

725 SW Rock Creek Dr 
Stevenson, WA 98648 
 

Staff: Tony & Abby Coates 
abby@stthomascamas.org 
509-427-0010 
 

Sunday Mass Intention 
12/7  Pro Populo   
  
Prayer Requests  

The Joy Family (moving), Sharon Vance, 

Deanna (surgery), Meghan Mac-Rhyann, 

Judy Krieger (special intention), Trudy 

Wilson, Connie Buttaccio, Lolah Bliss 

(healing after car accident), Emily Cook, 

Angela Tovar, Jayden, our Catechumens, 

and please continue to pray for all those  

on the parish prayer chain.  
 

Send prayer requests to:   
Abby Coates 509-427-0010 

 Contributions 11/16-11/29 (2 weeks) 

Stewardship $   17,787    

Thank you for your generosity! 



 

 
Baptisms 
Amy Parent    |   amy@stthomascamas.org 

360-541-9152 
 

First confession and First Communion 
Annie Cooper   |   Anniec@holyredeemervanc.org 

360-541-9147 
 

Confirmation 
Denice Twyman    |   denice@stthomascamas.org 

360-541-9154 
 

Marriage 
Mark MacKenzie   |   markm@holyredeemervanc.org 

360-541-9148 

 

Religious Vocations 
Contact your Parish Office to arrange an appointment with the 
Pastor 
 

Faith Formation:  Pre-K through High School 
Katelyn Greenlee   |   katelyng@holyredeemervanc.org 

360-541-9145 
 

Faith Formation:  Adult 
Mark MacKenzie   |   markm@holyredeemervanc.org 

360-541-9148 
 

Homebound Visits 
Please contact your local parish office to arrange a visit to the sick, 
homebound, or other individual due to infirmity. 
 

Funerals 
Contact the Parish Office where the family is registered. 
 

Material Assistance from St. Vincent de Paul Society 
Vancouver  |   360-694-5388 

Camas & Washougal  |  360-834-2126, option #4 
 

Columbia River Catholic Preschool & Kindergarten 
Lauren White |  lauren@stthomascamas.org    

360-953-5842 
 

Catholic Schools: Local Resources 
See Pg. 5 for a list of local Catholic School options for students  

Preschool  through  High School 

Thank you to our sponsors for their generous support 

Contact Information 

Clergy 

Fr. Thomas Nathe, Pastor 

Fr. Bala Nagineni, Vicar 

Fr. Clifford Martin, Retired Priest 

Holy Cross Priests 

Deacon Scott Aikin 
 

Becoming Catholic? Returning catholic? 
For anyone exploring the Catholic Faith, whether already 
Baptized or not, contact markm@holyredeemervanc.org  
360-885-7780 
 

Mass Intentions 
Please contact your local parish office to request a Mass 

intention. 
 

Volunteering Opportunities 
Don Anderson   |   dona@holyredeemervanc.org 

360-885-7780 
 

Tithing and Financial Gifts 
Kevin Greenlee   |   keving@holyredeemervanc.org 

360-924-0860 
 

Special Events 
Ted Meany   |    ted@stthomascamas.org 
360-834-2126 

Parish Offices’ Phone Numbers & Hours: 

• Holy Redeemer Parish   |   360-885-7780 

  Monday-Friday:  9am-4pm 

• St Thomas Aquinas Parish   |   360-834-2126 

  Monday-Thursday:  9am-4pm 

• Our Lady Star of the Sea Mission   |   509-427-8478 

  Please call for appointment 

www.columbiarivercatholic.org 
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