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1. [bookmark: _Toc214805063]Introduction
UKAFNP support the academic and professional development of its members, providing webinars, the Helix newsletter, education resources and an annual conference.
UKAFNP promote professional development of nurses, midwives and paramedics working in the police custody and sexual assault referral centre settings.
Employers should support the ongoing professional development of their team, funding training courses and academic programmes. Individuals should also consider funding from personal finances or student loans if eligible.
The resources for education and training are often limited and not always accessible, particularly for freelance / locum practitioners.
In addition to a range of funding sources available for applicants set out in section 3, UKAFNP will be part funding suitable CPD courses, training and events. This will be to a maximum of £1000 per application.
Twice a year there will be an application process to support training and development funding for individuals. This will be up to 50% of the course fee. Travel, accommodation or Subsistence is not claimable unless it is a residential course of 3 days or more. Then travel and accommodation maybe considered.

Please complete section 5 and return to the Education Officer at UKAFNP.








2. [bookmark: _Toc214805064]Eligibility Criteria
To apply for funding you must be a current member.
Each application will be reviewed by the UKAFNP Panel and the amount of funding approved in principle based on the number of applications and funding available.
UKAFNP will be supplementary funders and not full funders for applicants. 

	
	Criteria
	Evidence
	Exclusions

	1
	2 years of service (full or part time / agency minimum 0.5 WTE)
	5 year career summary with any breaks in service explained.
	Currently on special leave or career break.
Sick leave of more than 2 months during the previous 2 years

	2
	Evidence of co-funding arrangements from employer or self funding
	Confirmation letter from employer
Proof of payment from personal account / credit card
	Undisclosed additional funding from another organisation eg bursary resulting in funding total more than the course cost

	3
	UKAFNP Funding maximum of £1000 per year for each application 
	
	Grants may only be awarded once every calendar year

	4
	Registered Nurse, Midwife or Paramedic
	NMC / HCPC registration check
	

	5
	Course is related to Custody or SOE clinical & professional practice
	Application form
	Courses not accredited by a UK higher education institution or professional body (eg RCN, Resus Council)
Alternative therapy courses

	6
	Individual is of good character, provides accurate career and professional information related to the application 
	Managers or other Employer Reference (for agency staff)
	References not submitted by the application close date will invalidate the application for that round.

	7
	Current UKAFN Membership

	Paid up current membership
	Lapsed membership payment

	8
	Course start date
	Commences after the application closing date
	Courses already started (except for a new academic year)

	9
	Course Application
	Only one course can be included in each application
	Multiple modules or courses in any funding year

	10
	Applicant and Course Discussion
	MS Teams Interview
	Does not attend interview

	11
	Supplementary funding applications per candidate
	Second and additional funding applications from UKAFNP records
	Did not provide outcome, learning resource or briefing as requested from previously funded education.




3. [bookmark: _Toc214805065]Funding Sources (in addition to UKAFNP)
Outlined below are sources of additional funding for practitioners to access and a proposal for UKAFNP to offer a sponsorship / grants programme each year. Candidates may also seek funding from other sources.
RCN Foundation Leathersellers’ Foundation Grant  
· A dedicated fund for non-mental health nurses who work with children and young people who are experiencing challenges with their mental health and emotional wellbeing
· Grants of up to £1,600 grant available to undertake a postgraduate module in child and adolescent mental health, learning skills that can then be applied to patient care within your own clinical setting with the aim to develop your confidence, skill and understanding in this area of nursing.  
RCN Foundation Needlemakers Grant 
· Open to applications from nurses and midwives who use and can demonstrate the use of needles in their work 
· To apply for this grant individuals must use needles in their role, however the proposed activity does not have to directly relate to the use of needles but should improve the individuals' overall practice and patient care
· Grants of up to £1,600 available.
RCN Foundation Olufunke Adeyeye Education Grant 
· A dedicated fund open to applications from nurses, midwives, healthcare support workers and maternity support workers from the Global Majority
· Successful applicants will receive a one-off grant of £1,600 to support them as they undertake further training and development
· Please note, pre-registration nursing students are not eligible for this grant. 
RCN Foundation Professional Bursary Scheme (PBS) 
· Grants of up to £1,600 for continuous professional development in: Adult nursing, children’s nursing, learning disability nursing and mental health nursing
· Open to applications from registered nurses, midwives, HCSW, nursing associate, and maternity assistants
· Please note, student nurses and nurse apprentices are not eligible to apply.   
 RCN bursaries
· RCN bursaries provide professional development opportunities for all types of nursing roles across the United Kingdom. You can apply for RCN bursaries to fund courses, study tours, projects, research or conference attendance. RCN bursaries will be listed here when available.
Scholarships and bursaries | Royal College of Nursing

4. [bookmark: _Toc214805066]UKAFNP Educational Grants and Sponsorship - Proposed Timetable

Specific extraordinary funding rounds may be set up in addition to the timetable below.

	Round 1
	
	

	1st February
	Application for round 1 open
	Applicants to complete on line form

	30th April
	Applications close for round 1 close
	Applicants to submitted on line form by midnight

	30th May
	Shortlist Agreed
	UKAFNP Panel review applications

	30th June
	Funding Update
	Chair of Education Forum to arrange confirmation emails to round 1 applicants

	31st July
	Reimbursement arrangements submitted
	Round 1 applicants provide necessary evidence of co-funding

	21st July
	Confirmation of funding criteria confirmed
	UKAFNP finance lead confirms payment is within criteria – ie 50% and part of co-funding arrangements

	31st August
	All payments complete
	UKAFNP complete payments

	
	
	

	Round 2
	
	

	1st July
	Application for round  2 open
	Applicants to complete on line form

	30th September
	Applications close for round 2 close
	Applicants to submitted on line form by midnight

	31st October
	Shortlist Agreed
	UKAFNP Panel review applications

	30th November
	Funding Update
	Chair of Education Forum to arrange confirmation emails to round 1 applicants

	20th January
	Reimbursement arrangements submitted
	Round 1 applicants provide necessary evidence of co-funding

	28th February
	Confirmation of funding criteria confirmed
	UKAFNP finance lead confirms payment is within criteria – ie 50% and part of co-funding arrangements

	31st March
	All payments complete
	UKAFNP complete payments

	
	
	










5. [bookmark: _Toc214805067]Application form
Thank you for submitting an application for UKAFNP funding for your course, event or academic module.
Please complete the on line form using the link below [to add].
Should you have any queries please contact us at the education email below, this is not monitored every day so if you have not received a response within 5 days please contact the Education Officer directly.
	
	Application Information
	

	1
	Full Name
	

	2
	Date of Birth (for registration check)
	

	3
	NMC / HCPC registration number
	

	4
	Revalidation date
	

	5
	Current Employment Role
	

	6
	Current Employer
	

	7
	Current Employer Address
	

	8
	If agency employed, please list the clients you deliver services for
	



	9
	5 year career history (please list employers and information on any breaks)

	
	








	10
	Course Title
	






	11
	Summary of course purpose and objectives (max 250 words)

	
	





	12
	How will this improve your clinical / professional practice (max 250 words)

	
	




	13
	How will this impact on patient / client care (max 250 words)

	
	





	14
	How will you evidence the improvement services / clinical outcomes (max 250 words)

	
	








	15
	Course Dates
	

	16
	Taught Days (in person / on line)
	

	17
	Self study days (estimate)
	

	18
	Course Fee
	

	19
	Funding agreed with other source
	Y/N

	20
	Source of funding
	

	21
	Personal funding
	

	22
	Amount requested from UKAFNP
	

	23
	Additional Costs within criteria (completed 20-21 below)
	Y/N

	24
	Travel cost
	

	25
	Accommodation cost 
	

	26
	Is this part of an academic programme
	Y/N

	27
	Academic Programme Name
	


	28
	University Providing Programme
	


	29
	Is this for a module or whole course ?
	

	30
	What will be the final academic award (eg MSc / MA/ PGCert)
	

	31
	Referee Name (line manager or equivalent) ** please ensure you have their permission for us to contact them
	

	32
	Contact email
	


	33
	Contact number
	


	34
	Current UKAFNP Membership
	Y/N

	35
	Dates you are not available for MS Teams interview
	

	36
	Are you willing to provide a summary of the impact of this course / training in 6 months time ?
	



Declaration

I {insert full name}                                                                                can confirm the information supplied in this application for course funding is true to the best of my knowledge. I have declared all the funding sources in order for a fair appraisal of the application to be made by UKAFNP.
I agree to produce a summary briefing and / or learning resource for UKAFNP to demonstrate the benefits of the course, event or learning activity.
I understand that funding for subsequent years is not guaranteed and that a second cohort of previous year funded applications will be considered after new applications.

Signed


Print Name

Date
Updated 10th October 2025 MGB
