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REGULATOR'S NOTIFICATION
01-2025: FSA-BIO 100

FSA-BIO 100 covers the forensic medical examination of complainants. Forensic

Science

The Forensic Science Regulator (FSR) notification has been issued to make Regulator

the forensic science community and criminal justice system aware that the
Forensic Science Activity (FSA) for forensic medical examination of
complainants will proceed as planned: Subject to the statutory code from

2nd October 2025. A link to the notification can be accessed here.

What does the requlatory notice mean for SARCs?

Some updates are being made
to the SARC guidance
documents FSR-GUI-0017 and
FSR-GUI-0020. These updates
are intended to provide more
clarity on the existing guidance.
The FSR Declarations of
Compliance and Non-
Compliance with the Code of
Practice (FSR-GUI-0001) will also
be updated.

These updates include a focus
on managing the risk of DNA
contamination with the
emphasis on use of professional
judgement. This should be made
based on what is best for the
patient and this assessment
should be made based on risk.

The notice re-iterates that batch
testing and point of use testing

is not required for consumables
that are forensic DNA grade.

Monitoring and testing
requirements for contamination
will be updated based on the
outcomes of the recent CSI
Anticontamination Report (FCN-
CSI-GUI-0003).

All of the updates will better
reflect the FSR Code for the
need for competency to be
demonstrated not only in the
recovery of forensic material but
the interpretation and
presentation of expert opinion
in the forensic medical
examination of complainants.

Additional information will be
provided on the competencies
required for interpretation and

provision of expert opinion
taking account of the work
undertaken by the FSR
Interpretation Specialist Group
and the Faculty of Forensic and
Legal Medicine (FFLM).

The responses and feedback
from the recent SARC
declaration pilot will also
support updates to the FSR's
Declarations Guidance. This will
include guidance on making
declarations of compliance for
the forensic medical
examination of complainants
which enables practitioners to
understand the elements of the
non-compliance that they may
be declaring and the mitigating
steps that reflect the level of risk
associated with this non-
compliance.
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https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fpublications%2Fregulators-notification-01-2025-fsa-bio-100%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_campaign%3Dgovuk-notifications-topic%26utm_source%3D0ab86a9d-9275-4fa6-9bea-b6f7692c26a6%26utm_content%3Dimmediately&data=05%7C02%7Cguylaine.hanford%40dorset.pnn.police.uk%7Cc8bdf0345fc94b3569b908ddba46f338%7C4515d0c5b4184cfa9741222da68a18d7%7C0%7C0%7C638871536089031333%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=4TH6Q%2FknNClPQ%2FTX7ta3%2BXgmg%2BZyWgR%2BC9sPAYZQ1MI%3D&reserved=0

SARC PROFICIENCY TESTING DEVELOPMENT

The FCN working group that developed the initial SARC proficiency testing (PT)

has now closed as they have completed what they set out to do. However, there

is still more development required to ensure that the PT covers all activities for

the FSA-BIO 100.

The group will continue via FINDS and the FCN will continue to support. Anyone
interested in joining the group should contact .

FORENSIC VALIDATION LANDSCAPE

The FCN is gathering data to
understand the landscape for FSR
Code compliance. This is across
multiple FSAs and disciplines.

This allows us and the community
a greater understanding of the
progression towards Code
compliance. Anonymised
overviews are then able to be
shared with the community. An
additional tool that has been
developed and linked to the
landscape data is the ‘Validation
Tracker'. This has been developed
to help forces (and now SARCs)
see what is being validated or
verified and which stage that
work is in. The tracker will allow
forces and SARCs to plan their
validations without duplicating
work across the community. They
can approach organisations for a
report or to work in collaboration
with them.

To assist us with this, we are
asking if you can share what stage
you are at with your
validation/verification of your
cleaning method and your
activities under FSA-BIO 100.
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Chemgene Medlab Spray
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Please can you contact us stating
the method/cleaning product and
which stage you are at as defined
below:

Validated - Validated for use.

Tested - initial testing performed,
product not taken forward onto
next phase of validation study.

Validation in progress - currently
being tested.

Planned - part of work schedule
but not yet started.

Verified - assessment of a
validated method/product via
paper-based review or some
additional testing.

Verification in progress -
Verification of a validated
method/product is in progress.

National validation - Validated for
use as part of national/centralised
validation and now in use.

National Testing - testing as part
of national/centralised validation
and either not pursued, or
subsequent phase of national
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assessment completed by
another force.

When we have received the
information from you, we will be
in a position to share the parts of
the validation tracker relevant to
SARCs with you, and you will be
able to contact another SARC that
has either already completed or
intends to complete the
validation/verification of the
method or product that you are
interested in pursuing.

Please note: SARC-specific data
will not be shared with forces and
force data will not be shared with
the SARCs (unless permission has
been granted by each).

We hope to promote
collaborative sharing within each
discipline to avoid repetition and
unnecessary costs associated
with validation. However, we can
always check the force validation
tracker and approach a force on
your behalf if there is something
specific you are looking to verify.

Example of the tracker is below:
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mailto:Rumana.Hamid1@homeoffice.gov.uk?subject=FINDS%20SARC%20PT%20Development%20Group
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Recently Published Scientific Papers

Understanding and mitigating the risks that environmental
DNA contamination poses to the recovery of forensic
evidence from victims and suspects of rape and sexual
assault

Work completed within SARC monitoring (EM). proportionate to the real-life
facilities several years ago has . risks and that, for example, no
now been published here in the The outcome from this study longer stipulate closure of a
ournal of Forensic and Legal results in significant cost savings facility purely on the grounds of
Medicine. for SARCs, Policing, charities detected EM levels as other anti-

e and the NHS through more contamination measure in place
The work within this study has realistic targets for air flow effectively manage the risk of

resulted in positive systems and reduced DNA contamination. Importantly
improvements to the Forensic testing costs from more risk allowing money and time to be
Science Regulator guidance on adverse EM target levels. This better spent on more essential
SARC anticontamination has led to anticontamination aspects of the critically
measures and environmental measures that are more important victim-led service.

Verification of intimate and non-intimate recovery of DNA
within Sexual Assault Referral Centres (SARCs)

The results from the SARC end- invisible body paints used in FCN to ensure that the approach
to-end verification pilot have competency and training will meet your end user
been published. A link to the assessments which highlighted requirements and to justify using
published paper is available . potential points of contamination this verification. Templates for

) o ) during an intimate forensic the report are also available for
Five SARCs participated in the examination. SARCs to complete when they
study to show that the . . have performed their verification.
recommended and validated The FCN has published guidance
best practice methods are fit for for SARCs to use to complete An overview of the process is
purpose. their own end to end verification illustrated on the next page.

) ) to demonstrate that the methods SARCs need to have assessed
This was conducted using remain fit for purpose when their entire process for their
experimental known outcomes utilised in their own facilities with verification and there needs to
for both intimate and non- their own staff. This guidance be an element of know outcomes
intimate DNA recovery, with and approach has been reviewed to show an expected result is
volunteers presenting for the and supported by UKAS and the achievable using the chosen
scenario and gynaecological OFSR. method.
teaching models for the recovery.

) . It is recommended that SARCs A table of all of the guidance
Included in this paper are review the scientific paper along documents are below.
L e e

FCN-SAR-GUI-0036 SARC fend to end verification — National roll SABC end to end verification — National roll out
out guidance guidance

FCN-SAR-GUI-0037 End.to end verification report template — End to end verification report template — National
National roll out roll out

FCN-SAR-GUI-0038 Verl.flcatlon acceptance criteria checklist — Verl.flcatlon acceptance criteria checklist —
National roll out National roll out

- Forensic Please ensure that you are logged into your KnowledgeHub account before trying to

J ﬁg’t‘:gir'{? access the links to the documents stored on there.


https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjLtY3s_KqOAxV3VEEAHWzBCRIQFnoECBYQAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sciencedirect.com%2Fscience%2Farticle%2Fpii%2FS2589871X2500049X&usg=AOvVaw2S_F-J3XGEZDy4uP9MkncO&opi=89978449
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1752928X2500112X#:%7E:text=This%20study%20assessed%20the%20real,high%20background%20levels%20of%20DNA.
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1752928X2500112X#:%7E:text=This%20study%20assessed%20the%20real,high%20background%20levels%20of%20DNA.
https://khub.net/documents/477838918/929638872/FCN-SAR-GUI-0036+FCN+SARC+End+to+End+Verification+Guidance-+National+Roll+Out+V1.0.pdf/e5c37fa0-8bff-4f04-fcf6-217d3a32c8b0?t=1745318861667
https://khub.net/documents/477838918/929638872/FCN-SAR-GUI-0036+FCN+SARC+End+to+End+Verification+Guidance-+National+Roll+Out+V1.0.pdf/e5c37fa0-8bff-4f04-fcf6-217d3a32c8b0?t=1745318861667
https://knowledgehub.group/documents/65621123/229907013/FCN-SAR-GUI-0036+FCN+SARC+End+to+End+Verification+Guidance-+National+Roll+Out+V1.0.pdf/1fed1e29-659c-0fc6-b982-666d079ef039?t=1745319592569
https://knowledgehub.group/documents/65621123/229907013/FCN-SAR-GUI-0036+FCN+SARC+End+to+End+Verification+Guidance-+National+Roll+Out+V1.0.pdf/1fed1e29-659c-0fc6-b982-666d079ef039?t=1745319592569
https://khub.net/documents/477838918/929638872/FCN-SAR-GUI-0037+SARC+End+to+End+Verification+Report+Template+-National+Roll+Out+V1.0.dotx/faf93198-7fb7-c1e5-bdc7-754eadae82a8?t=1745318844550
https://khub.net/documents/477838918/929638872/FCN-SAR-GUI-0037+SARC+End+to+End+Verification+Report+Template+-National+Roll+Out+V1.0.dotx/faf93198-7fb7-c1e5-bdc7-754eadae82a8?t=1745318844550
https://knowledgehub.group/documents/65621123/229907013/FCN-SAR-GUI-0037+SARC+End+to+End+Verification+Report+Template+-National+Roll+Out+V1.0.dotx/491cc00a-7cbd-ae21-aa87-9fecbea94ab0?t=1745319632475
https://knowledgehub.group/documents/65621123/229907013/FCN-SAR-GUI-0037+SARC+End+to+End+Verification+Report+Template+-National+Roll+Out+V1.0.dotx/491cc00a-7cbd-ae21-aa87-9fecbea94ab0?t=1745319632475
https://khub.net/documents/477838918/929638872/FCN-SAR-GUI-0038+SARC+Verification+Acceptance+Criteria+Checklist+-+National+Roll+Out+V1.0.dotx/c8c25c4e-fa83-8593-5a1e-0ce7ecd567bd?t=1745318826741
https://khub.net/documents/477838918/929638872/FCN-SAR-GUI-0038+SARC+Verification+Acceptance+Criteria+Checklist+-+National+Roll+Out+V1.0.dotx/c8c25c4e-fa83-8593-5a1e-0ce7ecd567bd?t=1745318826741
https://knowledgehub.group/documents/65621123/229907013/FCN-SAR-GUI-0038+SARC+Verification+Acceptance+Criteria+Checklist+-+National+Roll+Out+V1.0.dotx/e65fb7a7-9d77-1630-9156-e5238a0650b9?t=1745319682690
https://knowledgehub.group/documents/65621123/229907013/FCN-SAR-GUI-0038+SARC+Verification+Acceptance+Criteria+Checklist+-+National+Roll+Out+V1.0.dotx/e65fb7a7-9d77-1630-9156-e5238a0650b9?t=1745319682690

Overview of E2E Process

Process Modules within EZE Acceptance Criteria Evidence
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Patient
Referral

Pre-
Examination

Forensic
Medical
Examination

Piost-
Examination

1 Referral to SARC

2 Preparation of SARC

3 Patient presenting at SARC

4 Examination Strategy

L Recovery of Clothing

& Recowery of condom

T Recovery of sanitany items

8 Mon-intimate DNA - touch

DNA [OPFTHONAL)

5 Mon-intimate swabbing -

recovery of body fluids

10 Intimate Swabbing -
recovery of body fluids

11 Intimate Swabbing -

recovery from volunteer

[OPTIOMNAL)

12 Toxicology - Hair
13 Toxicobogy - Nails
14 Toxicology - Blood
15 Toxicology - Urine

22 Body Map

21 Photography

1

23 Colposcope image

16 Forenzic cleaning

s e s e o et e ot i e

17 Peer review

18 Reporting

20 Live casework

j

Referral Paperwork
Correct referral
based on scenario for
forensic window
Cleaning records
Arcess records
Personnel

Equipment
maintenance

Paperwork and
information to
patient.

Consent

Recorded strategy as
expected for scenario

Correct consumable
used and recorded
Consumable
traceability
Consumable
assurance completed
Correct packaging
Correct labelling
Correct evidence
recovered bazed on
SCEnario

Correct PPE

Correct PPE changes
Examination medical
paperwork
completed as
expected

Correct referral of
forensic activities not
completed by SARC
Dionor DMA
recoverad with no
contamination (3&10)
Cellular material
recovered from
wolunteer (11}

Cleaning validation/
werification report
Emvironmenta
monitoning results
Storage records
[digital and paper)
Temperature
monitaring
Continuity of
evidence logs
Reporting
tmeframes met
Report requiremenis
met

Recards for cases
complete (MedEx,
MG21 and SFR)
mage/injury record
suitable and
retrievable

Competency and training records

Controlled procedures and supporting documents in place
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Met Police use new tool to record bruising on dark skin

The tool improves colour
contrast highlighting injuries
that may be invisible to the
naked eye and is particularly
effective on those with darker
skin whose bruises may show up
less readily.
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It uses cross-polarisation
technology within a small mobile
device (pictured below) and will
be used in front line and custody
suites and is hoped to improve
conviction rates.

Anyone interested in this work,
please contact us and we can try
to get a direct contact for you.

Read the BBC news article here.



mailto:Guylaine.Hanford@dorset.pnn.police.uk?subject=Met%20injury%20tool
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c3vddwrl63qo
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