St. Catherine of Siena Catholic Church
820 Hickory Street, Sebring, FL. 33870

Parish Office/Mailing
882 Bay St., Sebring, FL 33870 (863)385-0049
Fax: (863)385-5169 (863)385-6762 (Spanish)
www.stcathe.org
www.facebook.com/stcathe
Office Hours
Monday—Friday 8:30 AM to 3:00 PM
CLERGY
Pastor
Very Reverend José Gonzalez, V.F.
frjose@stcathe.org

MASS SCHEDULE
Weekend
Saturday: 4:00 PM & 6:00 PM (Spanish)
Sunday—S8:00 AM & 10:00 AM
12:00 Noon (Spanish)
DAILY MASS
Monday to Friday: 8:00 AM
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
Saturday: 3:00—3:45 PM
ST CATHERINE SCHOOL
2835 Kenilworth Blvd.
(863)385-7300
Principal
Steve Cullipher, M. Ed.
cullipher@stcatheschool.org
Pre-School
747 S. Franklin St.
Sebring, FL 33870
(863)385-7300 Fax: (863)385-7310

www.stcatheschool.org

29TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

“Repay to Caesar what belongs to Caesar and Office hours
to God what belongs to God.” - Mt 22:21c 8:00 AM—3:00 PM

Excerpts from the Lectiona QLPi
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Whose Image Do We Reflect?

A lifetime of experience gives us much to share stories, wisdom, accomplishments, and lessons learned through hardship. Yet
this Sunday’s Gospel invites us to consider a question deeper than “What have I achieved?” It asks, “To whom does my life
belong?”

When people try to trap Jesus with a question about paying taxes, he asks whose image appears on a Roman coin. They answer,
“Caesar’s.” Jesus then tells them to give Caesar what belongs to Caesar and God what belongs to God. His response invites us
to look beyond money and consider what we owe to God.

The coin bears Caesar’s image. Our lives are called to reflect God’s love. What image do others see in us?

For a spiritual examination of conscience, we can honestly ask: Do I make room for other people’s stories? Can I admit when I
am wrong? Do I offer love freely, or do I expect recognition in return?

In our later years, these questions may touch tender places. We may miss the responsibilities we once carried, the independence
we enjoyed, or the appreciation we received. Wanting to be remembered, consulted, and loved is not something to be ashamed
of. We can bring those longings to God without allowing them to become demands that every conversation or family decision
revolve around us.

Consider a grandparent whose advice is not followed. One response might be, “After everything I have done, you should listen
to me!” Another might be, “I see things differently, but I want to understand your thinking.” The second response does not
erase experience or conviction. It makes room for another person’s dignity.

Christian humility does not mean believing we are worthless. Nor does loving others mean accepting mistreatment. In this
reflection, humility means receiving our worth from God rather than constantly requiring others to prove it.

Saint Paul gives us a beautiful alternative to a life centered on recognition: “work of faith and labor of love and endurance in
hope.” These are the qualities he celebrates in this Sunday’s second reading—not status, applause, or control.

This week, we might practice that spirit in three simple ways:

- Listen to someone without turning the conversation back to ourselves.
- Thank a caregiver, friend, or family member for one specific kindness.
- Offer a quiet act of love without mentioning it afterward.

Our greatest legacy need not be how often people praised us. It can be how deeply they experienced love in our presence.

*Lord, help me treasure my dignity without diminishing anyone else’s. Free me from the need to be the center of attention, and let
my life reflect your patient, generous love. Amen.*

THE RED MASS
Will be October 20 at 11:00 AM

This is a special devotion to the Holy Spirit and a prayer for the virtues of wisdom, understanding,

counsel, patience, energy, and courage. Lawyers, judges, government officials, scholars, and others

working in the legal field attend the Red Mass to pray for divine guidance over their work for the pursuit
Red of legal justice. People of all faiths are invited to join in celebrating the Red Mass.

Mass
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’I‘ THE JOANN WALZ 5K MEMORIAL RACE

t November 7, 2026 — 8:00 am Start Time
Ever V Eco Park in Spring Lake 1616 Duane Palmer Blvd.

St oot step

Catholu: %iﬂgol Le Title Sponsorship: $3,000. Sold Out

Let S Go /& r . ‘ \ * = Sponsorship included: Title Sponsorship on Front of T-

ST . shirt with Title Sponsorship on Giveaway Bag, 5 Free
CAmf,Jc"EI;IOrg Entries and a Memorial Banner to be displayed on fence
B at School for remainder of year.

. | Gold Sponsorship:

Logo on Back of T Shirt (Larger Font) $1,500
Sponsorship includes Logo on Back of T-shirt and on
Giveaway Bag, 3 Free Entries

Silver Sponsorship:
Logo on Back of T Shirt (Smaller Font) $1000
Sponsorship includes Logo on Back T-shirt and Giveaway Bag, 2 Free Entries

Timekeeper Sponsorship $600
Sponsorship includes Timekeeper Sponsor T-Shirt

Logo on Both T-Shirt and Give-Away Bag (White Logo) $150
Logo on Back of T-Shirt (white Logo) $125

Logo on Give-Away Bag (White Logo) $50

Individual Donation of Support $

SPONSOR INFORMATION FORM

CHECK ONE
Gold $1500.00 Silver $1000.00 Timekeeper $600.00 Other $

NAME / BUSINESS NAME \\qﬁ\\‘\

ADDRESS

CITY, STATE, ZIP

PHONE

EMAIL ADDRESS

T-Shirt Size S M L XL XXL &
-~

To register please email toni.joyce@stcatheschool.org by 10/20/2026 %3“'
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 2026—2027

Classes for First Communion and Confirmation

Classes Wednesdays from 6:00 to 7:30 PM and Sundays from
10:00 to 11:45 AM in the Parish Hall. For registrations or more
information please call (863)385-0049.

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS

The RCIA process is now called OCIA, reflecting a closer
translation of the process by which adults are initiated into the
Catholic faith, specifically our Roman Catholic tradition, and
become initiated into the life of our Church through the
celebration of the Sacraments of Initiation: Baptism, Confirmation
and Eucharist.

If you know of anyone who is interested in learning more about
our Catholic Faith, about becoming Catholic or in need of the
Sacraments, please extend an invitation to them to come to the
OCIA sessions.

Classes Wednesdays at 6:00 PM in the Building #300. For more

information, or to register for classes, please call Juana at
(863)385-0049.

_\ paghelti Dinney,

The Knights of Columbus and the Catholic Council Women
will be having a spaghetti dinner from 3:00 to 6:00PM on the

second Saturday of each month until January 9, 2027.

The meal will include spaghetti and meatballs, salad, garlic

bread, dessert, and a complimentary glass of wine.
There will also be tea and water. The cost is $20.00 per person.

SAFE ENVIRONMENT TRAINING

gviro,_,
e{". %

Please visit the Diocese of Venice website:
dioceseofvenice.org/ for further information.

As part of the Safe Environment Program, the
Diocese of Venice requires that all employees
and those volunteers who work with children
and/or vulnerable adults be fingerprinted and
complete online training in Safe Environment
prior to beginning employment or volunteering.

YOUTH GROUP

YOUTH GROUP
Calling all 8th—12th graders!

Meeting will be every Friday at 6:30 PM at the Youth Center.
Come join us for faith, fellowship, fun, and growing closer to
Christ together.

? Youth Center
920 US-27 N
Sebring, FL 33870

Open to all 8th—12th grade students. For more information,
contact the Youth Group coordinator:
(863)235-1500.

Anthony Fontanes

THAT MANIS YOU!

Catholic Men’s Program Featuring
Dr Scott Hahn, Fr Dave Pivonka, And many more!

Video Presentation followed by Group Discussion

Two Groups Forming:
Tuesday 6:00 PM - Starts Tues 9/15
Saturday 9:30 AM - Starts Sat 9/19
Both meeting in Building S300

For more information, call or text:
Ed DeCastro 315-264-4153
Ken Lindsey 618-559-8192

OCTOBER

MONTH OF THE
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SACRAMENTS

RECONCILIATION
This sacrament is available every Saturday from 3:00—
3:45 PM or by appointment with a Priest.

For Anointing of the sick, Baptism & Marriage or more
information (863)385-0049 or e-mail at
office@stcathe.org.

SCRIPTURE OF THE WEEK

Sunday: Is 45:1, 4-6, Ps 96:1 and 3, 4-5, 7-8, 9-10,

1 Thes 1:1-5b, Mt 22:15-21

Monday: Eph 2:1-10, Ps 100:1b-2, 3, 4ab, 4c-5,

Lk 12:13-21

Tuesday: Eph 2:12-22, Ps 85:9ab-10, 11-12, 13-14,

Lk 12:35-38

Wednesday: Eph 3:2-12, Is 12:2-3, 4bcd, 5-6, Lk 12:39-48
Thursday: Eph 3:14-21, Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 11-12, 18-19,

Lk 12:49-53

Friday: Eph 4:1-6, Ps 24:1-2, 3-4ab, 5-6, Lk 12:54-59
Saturday: Eph 4:7-16, Ps 122:1-2, 3-4ab, 4cd-5, Lk 13:1-9
Sunday: Ex 22:20-26, Ps 18:2-3a, 3b-4, 47 and 51,

1 Thes 1:5¢-10, Mt 22:34-40

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
Every Friday from 8:30 to 11:45 AM
in the Chapel

WELCOME TO ST. CATHERINE PARISH
We invite you to register with us or if you have changed any
of your contact information, please fill out this form.
Visit the Parish Office during open hours.
* Mail the Parish Registration or Update Form to the
Parish Office.
* Drop the Parish Registration or Update Form into the
weekend collection basket.
* Register online at www.stcathe.org

Name:

Address:

City and Zip Code:
Telephone:
E-mail:

PLEASE CHECK ALL THAT APPLY
(__) New Registration

(___) Moving out of the Parish

(__) Up-date information

(___) Need contribution envelopes

TWENTY-NINHT SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

MASS INTENTIONS OF THE WEEK

SATURDAY October 17th
4:00 PM ROBERT LEFILES T Knights of Columbus
ARTURO MARTINEZ { Angela Martinez
JACK H. WILLIAMS SR. ¥ Madonna Williams
SUNDAY October 18th
8:00 AM For All Living and Deceased Parishioners - Fr. José
10:00 AM DENNIS SIMINIAK { Mary Tucker
WILLIAM ZITELLI t Gladys Zitelli
ROY HALEY, POPO t Margie Gourley
Shawan Newman (for health) - Chet Furgala
MONDAY October 19th
8:00 AM MARCENE MANDATO 7 Robert Babik
David Coxe (Health) - Patricia Coxe
TUESDAY October 20th
8:00 AM JAIME LOPEZ } Gloria Lopez
DENISE MORALES t Mother
WEDNESDAY October 21th
8:00 AM REX WYCOFF f Miriam Salgado
THURSDAY October 22nd
8:00 AM For the Pope and all Clery — Fr. José
FRIDAY October 23rd
8:00 AM DOROTHY PIERZCHANOWSKI { Barbara Tuthill
MARCELINA REYES 1 Candida Reyes
SATURDAY October 24th
4:00 PM For All Living and Deceased Parishioners - Fr. José
SUNDAY October 25th
8:00 AM DENNIS SIMINIAK { Mary Tucker
David Coxe - Patricia Coxe
Shawan Newman (for health) - Chet Furgala
10:00 AM Cameron Forest and Forest family - Frankie Hernandez

MASS INTENTIONS
Mass Intentions forms are available at the Parish Office or online, at
https://web4ucorp.com/massintentions/catherinesebring

Return Mass Intention forms at Parish Office or drop it in the weekend
collection.

The usual donation is $10. Please specify whether the person is living
or deceased. Mass Intentions must be made a minimum of 10 days
prior to the date of the intention.

RED MEMORIAL CANDLES

Are in the back of the church adjacent to the Chapel. A Memorial
Candle is lit and remains lighted at all times for one year in
memory of a person who has passed away. You may commemorate
a loved one by lighting a candle for one year with a donation of
$150.

Please come to the Parish Office (863)385-0049 to make
arrangements for a Memorial Candle which will be accompanied
by a small plaque with the name of the person.
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BOOKKEEPERS CORNER CATHOLIC FAITH APPEAL 2026
OFFERINGS Our assessment for 2026 is $123.00.00
Budgeted for First Collection Weekly We have received $134,506.99
from 07/01/2026 to 06/30/2027: $10,000 Please make checks payable to CFA and in the Memo write “St.

Collected October 11th: $6,330.00
Deficit: $3,670.00
Insurance: $1,691.00
Weekly Online Giving: $799.00
Flocknote September: $3,861.00
Second Collections

This Week: World Mission Sunday
Next Week: Charity Fund
For Online Giving instructions visit
https://www.osvhub.com/stcathe/funds
For Online Flocknote Giving visit
https://stcatherineofseb.flocknote.com/fundit/give

INSURANCE FUND 2026
GOAL: $110,000

\

SOCIETY OF ST. VINCENT DE PAUL

Catherine”.

All donations in excess of our assessment will be returned to the Parish.
Thank you for your generous support to St. Catherine’s and the
CFA. To contribute online go to dioceseofvenice.org/ways-to-give/cfa/

Raffle: You Can’t Win if You Don’t Play

To help us achieve our goal of $110.000 to pay the cost of our
insurance, we offer you the opportunity to participate in a raffle with
your donation of $10. The raffle will take place December 20th 2026 at
2:00 PM in the Parish Hall. For $100 you can receive 11 tickets ($10
each, ONE FREE) to win any of the following prizes.

1st Prize : $3,000, 2nd Prize: $1,500

3rd Prize: $500
The proceeds will go to help the Parish offset the price of our
Insurance Premiums.
Time to move the thermometer!

BUY YOUR RAFFLE TICKETS NOW:
https://stcatherineofseb.flocknote.com/give/54994 and we will send
your tickets by regular mail.
For those who wish to enter personally (rather than electronically)
raffle tickets will also be available:

. At the Parish Office
. After Masses

Remember St. Catherine’s in Your Will

Last week we visited 6 patients in the hospital and shared
prayer and Holy Communion. We served 43 visitors/shoppers
with a total of 142 family members. 15 Volunteers/Vincentians
operated the food pantry. We received 13 donations from
Parish families.

We would appreciate donations of cereal, canned meat,
spaghetti sauce and Mac and cheese. You can place the items
in the Ministry room at the Church entrance.

If you would like to make a monetary donation you can make
a check payable to St Vincent de Paul and place it in the Poor
Box at the Church entrance. You could also donate using the
QR code included below.

If you would like to join us or have a need
we are open every Thursday at 10AM.
Our address is 806 Hickory St.

Thank you and may God bless you for your generosity and
support. You are helping restore hope to those that face hunger
in our community. Our phone number is 863-835-0571.

A bequest is a wonderful way to express gratitude to God for a
lifetime of blessings! The gift you give establishes a lasting
legacy of love for others by helping the St. Catherine Church to
continue our Catholic heritage through its many ministries. The
following is possible wording for including a bequest in your
will:

“I bequeath the greater of $ or ____ % of the residue of my
estate to Bishop Emilio Biosca, (or his successor), Roman
Catholic Bishop of the Diocese of Venice in Florida, a
corporation sole, whose principal office is located at 1000
Pinebrook Rd., Venice, FL 34285, “For the benefit of St.
Catherine of Siena Catholic Church, in Sebring, FL.”

The actual wording in your will should be determined by you
and your attorney. If you have any questions or wish to consider
a gift annuity or trust for St. Catherine of Siena Catholic
Church, please contact Fr. José Gonzalez at (863)385-0049.
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ORGANIZATIONAL DIRECTORY
Pastor: Very Reverend José Gonzalez, V.F................ 385-0049 OCIA: Juana Nava................ 385-0049 navaj@stcathe.org
Arts and Environment: Gloria Fontanes.................. 385-0049 Religious Education: Rose Hall...385-0049
Altar Servers: Dulce Diaz.........c...cccceveveierererennnnee. 464-9458 rose@stcathe.org
Liturgical Ministries: Diane Sochacki..................... 835-2523 Respect Life:................................ 385-0049
Ministry to the Sick: Claudia Spradlin..................... 991-3271 SVPD:.....oooiiiii, 835-0571
Ushers: Mike Flood...................... 471-6381

MINISTRIES & ORGANIZATIONS

Council of Catholic Women

Women of our parish, come join us and see how St.
Catherine’s Council of Catholic Women can enrich your
life. We meet on the third Tuesday of every month at 4:30
P.M. with a social time starting at 4:00 P.M. Meeting is at
building S200 Hickory Street. For more information
please call Mrs. Jennifer Lindsey at (618) 521-8730 or
email jcsojlindsey@yahoo.com.

GriefShare Group

Many of us have recently lost a loved one, life continues;
for those of us who grieve, the hurt stays with us. God
doesn’t intend us to grieve on our own. Meeting first
Sunday of the month at 2:00 PM in the Building S200,
together, we will pray, share and support one another in
our grief. Continuing the first Sunday of each month at
2:00 PM. For information text or call Marge Rafferty
(863)214-3312.

Khnights of the Columbus

Council Member Business Meetings are held on the first
Tuesday of the Month at 7:00 PM in Youth Center 920
US-27 N Sebring, F1 33870 with the Rosary being said
starting at 6:30 PM. Any questions please contact Don
Israel (239)691-4777.

Legion of Mary,

Meetings are Wednesdays at 9:00 AM in the Parish Hall,
Room #17. For more information please contact Mary
Ann Buckley (863)385-1386.

Ora Et Labora (Men's Group)

Join for Brotherhood, Prayer, and Stewardship. Every
Friday at 8:00 PM. See Joe Schmitz for more information
at (863) 840-1145 (text preferred).

Prayer Chain
For questions or more information please call Claudia
Spradlin at (863)991-3271 or email claudia@stcathe.org_

Rosary The Holy Rosary will be prayed at 9:00 AM each
Sunday in the Chapel).

Something New Break open the Word of God every Monday
after the 8:00 AM Mass for the following Sunday’s Gospels.
Prepare your heart for the Sunday readings and learn how
Lectio Divina can help you to a deeper relationship with
God.

No need to register, just come to the church. Information call
Marge Rafferty (863)214-3312.

——— 3
GREAT
ADVENTURE

The Bible Timeline

The Story of Salvation
-
w

Jeff Cavins
&

|
" Fr. Mike Schmitz
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Thursdays at 6:00 PM
Building S200 - Hickory St & Lakeview Dr

Videos, Schedule, & more: www.Isaiahll.com

Contact: Jennifer Lindsey 618-521-8730 (voice/text)
Jonathan Spence 508-333-0483 (voice/text)
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	David Coxe - Patricia Coxe
	Shawan Newman (for health) - Chet Furgala
	10:00 AM Cameron Forest and Forest family - Frankie Hernandez
	MASS INTENTIONS
	Mass Intentions forms are available at the Parish Office or online, at https://web4ucorp.com/massintentions/catherinesebring
	Return Mass Intention forms at Parish Office or drop it in the weekend collection.
	The usual donation is $10. Please specify whether the person is living or deceased. Mass Intentions must be made a minimum of 10 days prior to the date of the intention.

	RED MEMORIAL CANDLES
	Are in the back of the church adjacent to the Chapel. A Memorial Candle is lit and remains lighted at all times for one year in memory of a person who has passed away. You may commemorate a loved one by lighting a candle for one year with a donation of $150.
	Please come to the Parish Office (863)385-0049 to make arrangements for a Memorial Candle which will be accompanied by a small plaque with the name of the person.
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	BOOKKEEPERS CORNER
	OFFERINGS
	Budgeted for First Collection Weekly
	from 07/01/2026 to 06/30/2027:  $10,000
	Collected October 11th:  $6,330.00
	Deficit: $3,670.00
	Insurance: $1,691.00
	Weekly Online Giving: $799.00
	Flocknote September:  $3,861.00


	Second Collections
	This Week: World Mission Sunday
	Next Week: Charity Fund
	For Online Giving instructions visit
	https://www.osvhub.com/stcathe/funds
	For Online Flocknote Giving visit
	https://stcatherineofseb.flocknote.com/fundit/give
	CATHOLIC FAITH APPEAL 2026
	Our assessment for 2026 is $123.00.00
	We have received $134,506.99
	Please make checks payable to CFA and in the Memo  write “St. Catherine”.
	All donations in excess of our  assessment will be returned to the Parish. Thank you  for your generous support to St. Catherine’s and the  CFA.  To contribute online go to dioceseofvenice.org/ways-to-give/cfa/

	Raffle: You Can’t Win if You Don’t Play
	To help us achieve our goal of $110.000 to pay the cost of our insurance, we offer you the opportunity to participate in a raffle with your donation of $10. The raffle will take place December 20th 2026 at 2:00 PM in the Parish Hall. For $100 you can receive 11 tickets ($10 each, ONE FREE) to win any of the following prizes.

	1st Prize : $3,000, 2nd Prize: $1,500
	3rd Prize: $500
	The proceeds will go to help the Parish offset the price of our Insurance Premiums.

	Time to move the thermometer!
	BUY YOUR RAFFLE TICKETS NOW: https://stcatherineofseb.flocknote.com/give/54994 and we will send your tickets by regular mail.
	For those who wish to enter personally (rather than electronically) raffle tickets will also be available:
	At the Parish Office
	After Masses
	Last week we visited 6 patients in the hospital and shared prayer and Holy Communion.  We served 43 visitors/shoppers with a total of 142 family members. 15 Volunteers/Vincentians operated the food pantry. We received 13 donations from Parish families.
	We would appreciate donations of cereal, canned meat, spaghetti sauce and Mac and cheese. You can place the items in the Ministry room at the Church entrance.
	If you would like to make a monetary donation you can make a check payable to St Vincent de Paul and place it in the Poor Box at the Church entrance. You could also donate using the QR code included below.
	If you would like to join us or have a need
	we are open every Thursday at 10AM.
	Our address is 806 Hickory St.
	Thank you and may God bless you for your generosity and support. You are helping restore hope to those that face hunger in our community. Our phone number is 863-835-0571.

	Remember St. Catherine’s in Your Will
	A bequest is a wonderful way to express gratitude to God for a lifetime of blessings! The gift you give establishes a lasting legacy of love for others by helping the St. Catherine Church to continue our Catholic heritage through its many ministries. The following is possible wording for including a bequest in your will:
	“I bequeath the greater of $____ or ____% of the residue of my estate to Bishop Emilio Biosca, (or his successor), Roman Catholic Bishop of the Diocese of Venice in Florida, a corporation sole, whose principal office is located at 1000 Pinebrook Rd., Venice, FL 34285, “For the benefit of St. Catherine of Siena Catholic Church, in Sebring, FL.”
	The actual wording in your will should be determined by you and your attorney. If you have any questions or wish to consider a gift annuity or trust for St. Catherine of Siena Catholic Church, please contact Fr. José González at (863)385-0049.


	Meetings are Wednesdays at 9:00 AM in the Parish Hall, Room #17. For more information please contact Mary Ann Buckley (863)385-1386.
	Prayer Chain
	For questions or more information please call Claudia Spradlin at (863)991-3271 or email claudia@stcathe.org


