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He said the blessing, broke the loaves, and gave them
to the disciples, who in turn gave them to the crowds.
They all ate and were satisfied. - Mt 14:19¢c-20
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BLESSING

St. Catherine of Siena
Catholic Church
820 Hickory Street
Sebring, FL 33870

Parish Office/Mailing
882 Bay St., Sebring, FL 33870
(863)385-0049 Fax: (863)385-5169
(863)385-6762 (Spanish)
www.stcathe.org
www.facebook.com/stcathe

Office Hours
Monday—Friday 8:00 AM to 4:00 PM

CLERGY
Pastor
Very Reverend José Gonzalez, V.F.
frjose@stcathe.org

MASS SCHEDULE
Weekend
Saturday: 4:00 PM
& 6:00 PM (Spanish)
Sunday—=8:00 AM & 10:00 AM
12:00 Noon (Spanish)

DAILY MASS
Monday to Friday: 8:00 AM

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
Saturday: 3:00—3:45 PM

ST CATHERINE SCHOOL
2835 Kenilworth Blvd.
(863)385-7300

Principal
Steve Cullipher, M. Ed.
cullipher@stcatheschool.org

Pre-School
747 S. Franklin St.
Sebring, FL 33870
(863)385-7300 Fax: (863)385-7310
www.stcatheschool.org
Office hours
8:00 AM—3:00 PM
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WELCOME BISHOP EMILIO BIOSCA

Please join us in joy and gratitude for Holy Mass with Bishop Emilio Biosca on Sunday, August 9, at 10:00 AM.
Bishop Emilio, a Capuchin Franciscan who has served the Church as a missionary in Papua New Guinea and Cu-
ba, now shepherds the Diocese of Venice with a heart for prayer, service, and communion.

Bishop Emilio will share with us after the Mass in the Social Hall.

For new Florida bishop, a ‘fisher of new disciples,’
the fishing trip has begun

Is it possible a singular mo-
ment could quantify the emo-
tions elicited during an epis-
copal ordination? Love. Grat-
itude. Commitment. Service.
Trust.
Grace. All of that encapsulat-
ed the July 11, 2026, ordina-
tion and installation of Bish-

Humility. Longing.

op Emilio as the third shep-
herd of the Diocese of Venice.

“Pope Leo is like a Hallmark
card,” said Cardinal Sean P.
O’Malley, retired archbishop
of Boston, who was the homilist and served as a co-

consecrator of the new bishop, a fellow Capuchin Fran-
ciscan. “He cares to send the very best.”

And, on July 11, he was ordained a bishop by the same
man who ordained him as a priest — Cardinal O’Malley.
“I speak as someone who has known Bishop Biosca for
50 years or more. ... I watched Emilio grow up. He came
to live with us at the house of discernment, Casa Gali-
lea. Out of that little community came many wonderful
priests, and five bishops and two cardinals. There must
have been something in the water,” said the cardinal,
who in the early 1970s was a priest at Sacred Heart and
worked with Latin American migrants in Washington.
The cardinal became friends with the family after Emilio
Sr., a dentist, helped establish a dental clinic for the im-
migrants in the District of Columbia area. He had fol-
lowed the younger Capuchin’s vocation, including when
he served as a missionary in Papua New Guinea and in
Cuba.

As a priest, then-Father Emilio volunteered and was
sent to serve in the Capuchin mission in Papua New
Guinea from 1994 to 2004. From 2002 to 2004 he served
as the director of novices for the Capuchin Novitiate in
Pangia. In 2007, Bishop Emilio entered Cuba, in collabo-

ration with the Capuchin Spanish delegation of Madrid.
He spent his first year in Havana, then three years as
pastor of La Pastora Parish in Santa Clara, and his last
eight years there on the eastern side of the country in
the Diocese of Bayamo-Manzanillo.

Cardinal O’Malley said the Diocese of Venice is not a
missionary diocese, joking the demographics are de-
scribed as a “silver tsunami,” and it is a profile that does
not fit where Capuchin bishops generally serve — mis-

sion lands.

But he said the appointment is “another one of God’s
surprises” in Bishop Emilio’s life, and along with older,
loyal Catholics are the poor and marginalized, many of
whom are immigrants who work, as laborers in the
fields and in the tourism industry.

Cardinal O’'Malley said Bishop Emilio’s “deep love” for
“Jesus crucified” and the Franciscan virtues of simplici-
ty, solidarity and joy will prepare him for his service in
Venice.

“Emilio, God’s providence has placed you in a new and a
different reality. ... You responded generously years ago
by embracing a call to the priesthood. Today is a second
Cardinal O’Malley
“Remember always, that your ministry is above all a call

calling,” said in his homily.
to follow Christ, sharing in the hardships of the Gospel.
... Jesus 1s teaching us that all ministry is about love,
about laying down your life for the flock and that minis-
try is borne out of a deep friendship with the risen Lord.”
While the new bishop might feel now or at times
“unworthy” of his position, Cardinal O’Malley stressed
that is a good thing. He reminded him he will be a
“fisher of new disciples” and that he should rely on the
gift of God, which is not a spirit of “cowardice, but of
power, of love and of self-control.” In his remarks before
the close of Mass, Bishop Emilio offered gratitude to
those who had previously served in the District of Co-
lumbia, Cuba and Papua New Guinea and to all his fra-
ternal brothers for their kindness, support, leadership,
wisdom and faith.

By Jean Gonzalez / Florida Catholic
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Dear St. Catherine Catholic School Families, Faculty, Staff, and Parish Community,
A Summer of Faith, Learning, and Adventure at St. Catherine Catholic School

St. Catherine Catholic School’s summer camp provided students with an exciting season filled with faith, learning,
creativity, and adventure. Throughout the summer, campers enjoyed hands-on activities, discovered new talents,
explored the natural world, and made lasting memories with their friends and teachers.

Music played a special role in the camp experience. Students were introduced to the harp, violin, and other musical
instruments, giving them opportunities to appreciate the beauty of music and experience the joy of creating it.
Campers also visited First Presbyterian Church in Lake Placid, where they learned about and saw the church’s
impressive pipe organ (special thanks to Joshua Klatt).

Several field trips brought learning to life. At Highlands Hammock State Park (thanks Don Israel, KoC) and Arch-
bold Biological Station, students explored Florida’s unique plants, wildlife, and ecosystems. A trip to Gatorama of-
fered an up-close look at some of our state’s most fascinating animals. Campers also visited Toby’s Clown School in
Lake Placid, where they enjoyed a colorful and entertaining introduction to the art and history of clowning.

One of the summer’s most meaningful moments was a visit from our new bishop, Bishop Emilio. His presence was
a special blessing for our students and staff and served as a joyful reminder that faith remains at the heart of eve-
rything we do at St. Catherine.

We are grateful to the teachers, staff members, volunteers, families, and community partners, especially Anthony
Fontanes, Vicknell Berrios, Elizabeth Costa, Taliah Emilio, Lytza Reyes, Bernda Berryman and Mary Alexander,
who helped make this year’s summer camp possible. It was truly a summer of discovery, friendship, faith, and
fun—and a wonderful reflection of the vibrant learning community at St. Catherine Catholic School.

2026-2027 School Year is Upon Us!

As we prepare to welcome students and families for the upcoming school year, St. Catherine Catholic School is ex-
cited to begin a new chapter in our mission of forming young people in faith, wisdom, and virtue. This year, we will
launch our Classical Catholic Education program, strengthening our commitment to educating the whole child—
mind, body, and soul.

Classical Catholic Education seeks to lead students toward what is true, beautiful, and good, with Jesus Christ at
the center of all learning. Students will encounter great works of literature, history, mathematics, science, music,
art, and the Catholic intellectual tradition. They will learn not simply to memorize information, but to think care-
fully, communicate clearly, recognize beauty, and pursue truth with confidence.

Our classrooms will emphasize meaningful discussion, wonder, imagination, and the connections among different
subjects. Through age-appropriate instruction in grammar, logic, and rhetoric, students will develop the knowledge
and skills needed to become thoughtful learners and effective communicators. Prayer, Sacred Scripture, the lives of
the saints, and the teachings of the Church will continue to guide our students throughout each day. This initiative
builds upon the strong Catholic identity, academic excellence, and caring family atmosphere that have long distin-
guished St. Catherine Catholic School.

We look forward to welcoming returning families and those joining our school community for the first time. Togeth-
er, we will help our students grow in knowledge, deepen their faith, develop virtuous habits, and discover the gifts
God has given them.

Please pray for our students, families, faculty, and staff as we begin this exciting journey. May the coming school
year be filled with faith, friendship, discovery, and a joyful pursuit of truth, beauty, and goodness.

God Bless,

Steven Cullipher, M. Ed.
Principal
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Our Religious Education program for the year 2026—2027
begins in Wednesday September 9 & Sunday September 13.
2026—2027 The registrations are available now

Religions
Edveation

Registrations are available in the Church vestibule. You also may complete the paper-
work at the Church office, Monday through Friday from 8:30 AM—3:00 PM.

Classes will be Wednesdays from 6:00—7:30 PM and Sundays from 10:00—12:00 PM in
the Parish Hall.

Registration are for Pre-Communion, First Communion, Post Communion and Confirmation. For more infor-
mation please call (863)385-0049.

GROWING IN FRIENDSHIP YOUTH GROUP
For more information contact middle school youth group coordinators: Kathy (863) 452-7679 or Ken Bruce
(863)273-6822.

VOICES OF HOPE YOUTH GROUP
For more information contact Youth Group coordinator: Jose Rodriguez (863)245-7597.

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INTIATION OF ADULTS

The RCIA process is now called OCIA, reflecting a closer translation of the process by

which adults are initiated into the Catholic faith, specifically our Roman Catholic tradition,
and become initiated into the life of our Church through the celebration of the Sacraments
of Initiation: Baptism, Confirmation and Eucharist.

Order of Christian Initiation for Adults

If you know of anyone who is interested in learning more about our Catholic Faith, about becoming Catholic or in
need of the Sacraments, please extend an invitation to them to come to the RCIA sessions.

These classes will begin in September. For more information, or to register for classes, please call Juana at
(863)385-0049.

" PANCAKE BREAKFAST
Pancake Pancakes and sausage will be available in the Par-
%vea ?@a‘ rish Hall after the 8:00 and 10:00 Masses each
Sunday until August 30.

The Bible Timeline Asking for a minimum donation of 5.00 for each

plate. Prepared for you by the Knights of Columbus and the
The Story of Salvation CCW

— GREAT
ADVENTURE

—
Your Jowrney Through the Biie

St. Catherine Catholic Parish

Jeff Cavins | B utilizes a system called

& ’ Q f/ OCk nOte "Flocknote" to keep in touch

Fr. Mike Schmitz ' with members. By signing up
« for this service at

Vg
\.‘

https://stcatherineofseb.flocknote.com, you will receive text
messages for any urgent information (such as weather cancella-
tions or last-minute event details).

Thursdays at 6:00 PM - Starting June 18
Building S200 - Hickory St & Lakeview Dr

Videos, Schedule, & more: www.Isaiah1l.com You can also send the text message STCATHE to 84576 to auto-

Contact: Jennifer Lindsey 618-521-8730 (voice/text) matically sign up for your Flocknote. Don't worry, we're not go-
Jonathan Spence 508-333-0483 (voice/text) ing to send you spam.
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SACRAMENTS

RECONCILIATION

This sacrament is available every Saturday from
3:00—3:45 PM or by appointment with a Priest.

Anointing of the sick, Baptism & Marriage

For questions or more information (863)385-0049
or e-mail at office@stcathe.org.

SCRIPTURE OF THE WEEK

Monday: Jer 28:1-17, Ps 119:29, 43, 79, 80, 95,
102, Mt 14:22-36

Tuesday: Jer 30:1-2, 12-15, 18-22, Ps 102:16-18,
19-21, 29, 22-23, Mt 14:22-36 or Mt 15:1-2, 10-14
Wednesday: Jer 31:1-7, Jer 31:10, 11-12ab, 13,
Mt 15:21-28

Thursday: Dn 7:9-10, 13-14, Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 9,

2 Pt 1:16-19/Mt 17:1-9

Friday: Na 2:1, 3; 3:1-3, 6-7, Dt 32:35cd-36ab,
39abed, 41, Mt 16:24-28

Saturday: Hb 1:12-2:4, Ps 9:8-9, 10-11, 12-13,
Mt 17:14-20

Sunday: 1 Kgs 19:9a, 11-13a, Ps 85:9ab and 10,
11-12, 13-14, Rom 9:1-5, Mt 14:22-33

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
Every Friday from
8:30 to 11:45 AM
in the Chapel

WELCOME TO ST. CATHERINE PARISH

We invite you to register with us or if you have
changed any of your contact information, please
fill out this form.

Visit the Parish Office during open hours.

e Mail the Parish Registration or Update Form
to the Parish Office.

e Drop the Parish Registration or Update Form
into the weekend collection basket.

e Register online at www.stcathe.org

Name:

Address:

City and Zip Code:
Telephone:
E-mail:

PLEASE CHECK ALL THAT APPLY
(__) New Registration
(__) Moving out of the Parish
(__) Up-date information
(__) Need contribution envelopes

Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Mass Intentions of the Week

SATURDAY August 1st
4:00 PM For All Living and Deceased Parishioners — Fr. José

SUNDAY August 2nd

3:00 AM LORAINE CURTO and ARTHUR WILLIAMS ¥
Frankie Hernandez

Shawn Newman (Health) — Chet Furgala
10:00 AM PATRICK WM. ELLIS III t Pat LeFiles
EDD and TODD VOWELS t Rita Vowels

MONDAY August 3rd

8:00 AM In Thanksgiving for all God's Blessings — MTY
TUESDAY August 4th

3:00 AM MARTIN & ELPEDIA LUMBAB ¥ Pacita Powell

WEDNESDAY August 5th

MARCELO LUMBAB f Pacita Powell
THURSDAY August 6th

EZEQUIEL RAMOS F Magdalena Animas Ruiz
FRIDAY August 7th

3:00 AM

8:00 AM

38:00 AM MARIA LILIBETH LUMIBAO SAMILLANO { MTY

Rev. Carleton Jones O.P. — Jeffrey Kindler

Reema Mavelil Family (Special Intentions) — Rheemal
Mavelil

SATURDAY August 8th
PATRICK WM. ELLIS SR. ¥ Pat LeFiles
TONY SALCEDO ft Shelly & Riley
JOY STEWART ¥ Tim & Janice Stewart
SUNDAY August 9th

LUIS S. DELGADO f The Delgado Family

WILLIAM ZITELLI + Gladys Zitelli
Shawn Newman (health) — Chet Furgala

10:00 AM For All Living and Deceased Parishioners — Fr. José

4:00 PM

3:00 AM

Mass Intentions forms are
M q SS available at the Parish Office or
: online, at

INTENTIONS

https://web4ucorp.com/massintentions/catherinesebrin
Return Mass Intention forms at Parish Office or drop it in the
weekend collection.

The usual donation is $10. Please specify whether the person is
living or deceased. Mass Intentions must be made a minimum
of 10 days prior to the date of the intention.
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BOOKKEEPER’S CORNER

OFFERINGS

Budgeted for First Collection Weekly
from 07/01/2026 to 06/30/2027: $10,000
Collected July 26th: $7,276.00
Deficit: $2,724.00

To assist in recovery efforts in Venezuela
$1,293.00

Weekly Online Giving: $1,174.00
Second Collections

This Week: Youth Group
Next Week: Florida Catholic

For Online Giving instructions visit
https://www.osvhub.com/stcathe/funds

Flocknote July: $3,375.00
For Online Flocknote Giving visit
https://stcatherineofseb.flocknote.com/fundit/give

CATHOLIC FAITH APPEAL 2026
Our assessment for 2026 is $123.00.00
We have received $115,360.36

Please make checks payable to CFA and in the Memo
write “St. Catherine”. All donations in excess of our
assessment will be returned to the Parish. Thank you
for your generous support to St. Catherine’s and the
CFA.

To contribute online go to
dioceseofvenice.org/ways-to-give/cfa/

INSURANCE FUND 2026

GOAL: $110,000

m $61.288

SOCIETY OF ST. VINCENT DE PAUL

Last week we visited 6 patients in the hospital and
shared prayer and Holy Communion.

We served 50 visitors/shoppers with a total of 143 fami-
ly members. 9 Volunteers/Vincentians and 2 students
operated the food pantry. We received 25 donations
from Parish families.

We would appreciate donations of canned meat, cereal,
dry black beans and peanut butter. You can place the
items in the Ministry room at the Church entrance.

If you would like to make a monetary donation you can
make a check payable to St Vincent de Paul and place
it in the Poor Box at the Church entrance. You could
also donate using the QR code included below.

If you would like to join us or have a need we are open
every Thursday at 10AM. Our address is 806 Hickory
St.

Thank you and may God bless you
for your generosity and support.

You are helping restore hope to
those that face hunger in our com-
munity. Our phone number is
(863)835-0571

Safe Environment Training

As part of the Safe Environment Program, the Diocese
of Venice requires that all employees and those volun-
teers who work with children and/or vulnerable adults
be fingerprinted and complete online training in Safe
Environment prior to beginning employment or volun-
teering.

Please visit the
Diocese of Venice website: dioceseofvenice.org/
for further information.
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ORGANIZATION DIRECTORY
Pastor: Very Reverend José Gonzalez, V.F OCIA: Juana Nava......ccceevveriiiiienienenenenennn... 385-0049
.............................................. 385-0049 navaj@stcathe.org
Arts and Environment: Gloria Fontanes......... 385.0049 Religious Education: Rose Hall...................... 385-0049
Altar Servers: Doroteo Rodriguez............. 305-726-1098 rose@stcathe.org.
Liturgical Ministries: Diane Sochacki............ 835-2523 ReSpeCt Liafer i 385-0049
Ministry to the Sick: Claudia Spradlin ........ 991_3271 SVDP: ------------------------------------------------------------------ 835'0571
Ushers: Mike Flood.........cocoviiiiiiiiiiiiininnnn.. 471-6381

MINISTRIES AND ORGANIZATIONS

COUNCIL OF CATHOLIC WOMEN

Women of our parish, come join us and see how St. Cath-
erine’s Council of Catholic Women can enrich your life.
We meet on the third Tuesday of every month at 4:30
P.M. with a social time starting at 4:00 P.M. Meeting is
at building S200 Hickory Street. For more information
please call Mrs. Jennifer Lindsey at (618) 521-8730 or
email jcsojlindsey@yahoo.com.

GRIEFSHARE GROUP

Many of us have recently lost a loved one, life continues;
for those of us who grieve, the hurt stays with us. God
doesn’t intend us to grieve on our own.

Meeting first Sunday of the month at 2:00 PM in the
Building S200, together, we will pray, share and support
one another in our grief. Continuing the first Sunday of
each month at 2:00 PM. For information text or call
Marge Rafferty (863)214-3312.

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

Council Member Business Meetings are held on the
first Wednesday of the Month at 7:00 PM in Building
S200 on Hickory Street with the Rosary being said start-
ing at 6:30 PM. Fourth Degree Assembly Meetings
are held on the first Monday of every Month at 7:00

PM in Building S200. Family of the month "The Schmitz
family ". Knights of the month, " Anthony Fontanes and Steve

Cullipher". Any questions please contact Don Israel 239-
691-4777.

LEGION OF MARY
Meetings are Wednesdays at 9:00 AM in the Parish

Hall, Room #17. For more information please contact
Mary Ann Buckley (863)385-1386.

PRAYER CHAIN

For questions or more information please call Claudia
Spradlin at (863)991-3271 or email claudia@stcathe.org.
ROSARY The Holy Rosary will be prayed at 9:00 AM
each Sunday in the Chapel).

"That Man Is You!" "TMIY" is a Catholic men’s pro-
gram built to transform men and form authentic leaders

capable of transforming their families and society. We
gather every Saturday from 9:30 AM to 11:00 AM in
Building S300. No registration is required, just come
every Saturday. For more information call Edward
DeCastro 315-264-4153 (decastroem70@gmail.com

SOMETHING NEW Break open the Word of God every
Monday after the 8:00 AM Mass for the following Sun-
day’s Gospels. Prepare your heart for the Sunday read-
ings and learn how Lectio Divina can help you to a deep-
er relationship with God. No need to register, just come
to the church. Information call Marge Rafferty (863)214-
3312.

Raffle: You Can’t Win if You Don’t Play

To help us achieve our goal of $110.000 to pay the cost
of our insurance, we offer you the opportunity to par-
ticipate in a raffle with your donation of $10. The raf-
fle will take place December 20th 2026 at 2:00 PM in
the Parish Hall. For $100 you can receive 11 tickets
($10 each, ONE FREE) to win any of the following
prizes.

1st Prize: $3,000

2nd Prize: $1,500

3rd Prize: $500

The proceeds will go to help the Parish offset the price
of our Insurance Premiums.

Time to move the thermometer!

BUY YOUR RAFFLE TICKETS NOW: https:/
stcatherineofseb.flocknote.com/give/54994
and we will send your tickets by regular mail.

For those who wish to enter personally
(rather than electronically) raffle tick- []%-25%:
ets will also be available: =

e At the Parish Office
e After Masses
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