St. Catherine of Siena
Catholic Church
820 Hickory Street
Sebring, FL 33870

Parish Office/Mailing
882 Bay St., Sebring, FL 33870
(863)385-0049 Fax: (863)385-5169
(863)385-6762 (Spanish)
www.stcathe.org
www.facebook.com/stcathe

Office Hours
Monday—Friday 8:00 AM to 4:00 PM

CLERGY
Pastor
Very Reverend José Gonzalez, V.F.
frjose@stcathe.org

MASS SCHEDULE
Weekend
Saturday: 4:00 PM
& 6:00 PM (Spanish)
Sunday—8:00 AM & 10:00 AM
12:00 Noon (Spanish)

DAILY MASS
Monday to Friday: 8:00 AM & 12:00 Noon
Saturday: 9:00 AM

; SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
i e, 2 A e ccnmne= " Saturday: 3:00—3:45 PM

4TH S U N DAY O F L E N T Sunday during Lent: 9:00—9:45 AM

ST CATHERINE SCHOOL
2835 Kenilworth Blvd.
When Jesus heard that they had thrown him out, (863)385-7300
he found him and said, “Do you believe in the

Son of Man?” - Jn 9:35 Principal
Steve Cullipher, M. Ed.

cullipher@stcatheschool.org

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD

FRIDAYS 6:00 PM CONFESSIONS

DURING LENT Pre-School
747 S. Franklin St.

Sebring, FL 33870

Zm S{ﬁg‘;ﬁg‘:{? (863)385-7300 Fax: (863)385-7310
VU-o: www.stcatheschool.org
sla“ons FORGIVEN SUNDAYS Office hours

9:CROSS ’ 9:00-9:45 Am 8:00 AM—3:00 PM
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Return to the Lord: Lenten Confession

Lent is a sacred time to turn back to God with all our hearts and to prepare for the joy of Easter. In these forty
days, the Church invites us not only to pray, fast, and give alms, but also to seek God’s mercy in the Sacrament of
Reconciliation. In confession, we come before the Lord with honesty and trust, asking Him to heal what is broken
and to renew us in His grace.

Pope Francis reminds us that confession is not a “torture chamber,” but an encounter with the mercy of the Father,
who never tires of forgiving. In the quiet of the confessional, Christ Himself meets us, lifts the burdens we carry,
and speaks words of forgiveness and peace through the ministry of the priest. Lent is a privileged moment to expe-
rience this mercy in a deeper way and to allow God’s love to reach the places in our lives that most need His light.

Some years ago, a parishioner shared how, after many years away from confession, he stopped by the church one
quiet Lenten afternoon. He said he sat in the back, unsure if he should stay or leave. Finally, he decided, “T'll just
talk to the priest—I don’t even know where to begin.” When he finished his confession, he described feeling as if a
heavy backpack he had carried for years was suddenly taken off his shoulders. He did not leave the church as a
perfect man, but as a forgiven son—Ilighter, freer, and filled with hope.

That is what the Lord desires for each of us.

Perhaps it has been a long time since your last confession, or you feel uncertain about what to do. Do not be afraid.
The priest is there to help you and to guide you through the sacrament. What the Lord desires is a sincere heart
that is willing to turn away from sin and to begin again with His grace. Even a small step toward Him is precious
in His eyes.

This Lent, we warmly invite you and your family to make the Sacrament of Reconciliation part of your preparation
for Easter. Come and experience the freedom of a forgiven heart and the joy of knowing you are deeply loved by
God. “Return to me with all your heart” (Joel 2:12) is not just a Lenten slogan, but a personal invitation from the
Lord to you.

Lenten Confession times

Saturday: 3:00—3:45 PM
Sunday: 9:00—9:45 AM

Lenten Penance Services with different priests available

UU ARE . St. Catherine: Thursday, 26th at 6:00 PM

St. James, Lake Placid: Monday, March 23rd at 6:30 PM

FUR IVEN ‘ Our Lady of Grace, Avon Park: Tuesday, March 24th at 6:30 PM

If you have been away from the Sacrament for some time and would like assistance, please contact the parish office
to speak with the priests. We would be honored to accompany you back to the embrace of God’s mercy this Lent.

St. John Paul II once said, “The greater the misery of the penitent, the greater the gift of God’s mercy.” God awaits
you to listen to you, to absolve you and to celebrate your return to Him.

Something New for the New Year

Break open the Word of God every Tuesday at 12:30 PM for the following Sunday’s Gospels. Prepare your heart for
the Sunday readings and learn how Lectio Divina can help you to a deeper relationship with God. No need to regis-
ter, just come to the church. For information call Marge Rafferty (863)214-3312.
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VEGGIE SOUP AND
MORE!

ADULTS $10.00

CHILDREN 12 AND UNDER $8.00
ALL MEALS COME WITH ROLL, DESSERT AND DRINK

Lenten Video Se
& Discussion
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A Biblical Walk Through Christ’ f'assion,:r

Thursdays 6:00 PM Building $200
March 5 - March 12 - March 19
Contact: Jonathan Spence 508-333-0483
Contact: Jennifer Lindsey

618-521-8730 (voice/text)
Jonathan Spence 508-333-0483 (voice/text)

MEXICAN
FOOD

St. Catherine Church — Parish Hall
Saturday, March 21, 2026

Time: 3:00 PM — 8:00 PM

PIZZA SLICE S2. OO
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Dear St. Catherine Catholic School Families, Faculty, Staff, and Parish Community,

What an incredible evening we shared at our 3*d Annual Gala, the Marlen Martinez Memorial on Saturday, March
7, 2026!

Thanks to your overwhelming generosity, enthusiastic participation, and unwavering support, the event was a tre-
mendous success. We are thrilled to announce that we surpassed our fundraising goal, grossing over $100,000 that
will directly fund our mission of leading young people on their journey to saint-hood and the promise of a better
world centered on Christ.

A heartfelt thank you to:
e  QOur generous sponsors and donors whose contributions made the evening shine
®  QOur dedicated committee members and volunteers who poured their time and talent into every detail

¢  Our wonderful attendees — your presence, bids in the auction, and joyful spirit created lasting memories
Our talented performers, emcee, decorators, caterers, and all who helped bring the vision to life

For those who were unable to join us, I am sorry that you missed an incredible performance by our school choir.
Their performance of Let there Be Peace on Earth, Ave Verum Corpus (in Latin), and Angels Among Us (a tribute
to Marlen Martinez) was an experience to behold.

Photos from the gala will be shared soon on our website and social media — stay tuned! If you have any snapshots
you'd like to contribute, please email them to toni.joyce@stcatheschool.org .

We are deeply grateful for each of you. Together, we're making a real impact.

Catholic Classical Education

Also at the Gala, I mentioned that St. Catherine Catholic School would begin the transition to Catholic Classical
Education next year. The transition is a process that will take several years to ensure that it happens smoothly
and effectively. Some of the highlights of Catholic Classical Education are:

e Emphasis on cultivating wisdom, virtue, and pursuit of truth, goodness, and beauty over narrow utilitari-
an or "college-and-career" preparation.

e Integration of faith across the curriculum, with a supernatural horizon — transmitting the "full truth" (natural
and revealed).

e Return to time-tested methods: the Trivium (grammar, logic, rhetoric), study of great books, primary sources
from Western civilization (including Church Fathers, Aristotle, Aquinas), Latin, and the Quadrivium
(arithmetic, geometry, music, astronomy) joined with art, philosophy and sacred theology.

e Active, wonder-filled learning that forms the whole person (intellect, character, soul) rather than passive acqui-
sition of fragmented modern "subjects."

¢ Countercultural stance against secular trends, technology overload, or ideological fads in modern education.

We are excited about this opportunity to share the Gifts of Christ with our students for generations to come.

Teacher Retention — I am delighted to share that 100% of our faculty has expressed their intention to return for
the 2026-2027 school year. This unanimous commitment is a profound blessing and a testament to the strength of
our school community.

Our faculty is an exceptional group of dedicated educators who are deeply committed to our mission of Catholic ed-
ucation. They embody our core values through their unwavering faith, genuine care for each student, and passion
for fostering both academic excellence and spiritual growth.

Bus Driver — We are in search of a regular part-time bus driver and an occasional, as needed bus driver. If you, or
someone you know, might be interested, please contact me at the school or go on the Diocese of Venice website or
Indeed.com to apply.

In Christ,

Steven Cullipher, M. Ed.
Principal
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SACRAMENTS

RECONCILIATION

This sacrament is available every Saturday from
3:00—3:45 PM & Lent Sundays: 9:00—9:45 AM
or by appointment with a Priest.

Anointing of the sick, Baptism & Marriage

For questions or more information (863)385-0049
or e-malil at office@stcathe.org.

Fourth Sunday of Lent
Mass Intentions of the Week

SCRIPTURE OF THE WEEK

Monday: Is 65:17-21, Ps 30:2 and 4, 5-6, 11-12a
and 13b, Jn 4:43-54

Tuesday: Ez 47:1-9, 12, Ps 46:2-3, 5-6, 8-9,

Jn 5:1-16

Wednesday: Is 49:8-15, Ps 145:8-9, 13cd-14, 17-
18, dn 5:17-30

Thursday: 2 Sm 7:4-5a, 12-14a, 16, Ps 89:2-3, 4-
5, 27 and 29, Rom 4:13, 16-18, 22, Mt 1:16, 18-21,
24a or Lk 2:41-51a

Friday: Wis 2:1a, 12-22, Ps 34:17-18, 19-20, 21
and 23, Jn 7:1-2, 10, 25-30

Saturday: Jer 11:18-20, Ps 7:2-3, 9bc-10, 11-12,
Jn 7:40-53

Sunday: Ez 37:12-14, Ps 130:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8,
Rom 8:8-11, dn 11:1-45 or 11:3-7, 17, 20-27, 33b-
45

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
Every Friday from
8:30 to 11:45 AM
in the Chapel

WELCOME TO ST. CATHERINE PARISH

We invite you to register with us or if you have

changed any of your contact information, please

fill out this form.

Visit the Parish Office during open hours.

e  Mail the Parish Registration or Update Form
to the Parish Office.

e Drop the Parish Registration or Update Form
into the weekend collection basket.

o Register online at www.stcathe.org

Name:

Address:

City and Zip Code:

Telephone:

E-mail:
PLEASE CHECK ALL THAT APPLY

(__) New Registration

(__) Moving out of the Parish

(__) Up-date information

(__) Need contribution envelopes

SATURDAY March 14th

9:00 AM VICTORIA ZAMBRANO t The Roque Family
4:00 PM DICK PETROSKY 7§ Mark & Barbara Walczak
TONY SALCEDO f Shelly & Riley
JACK H. WILLIAMS SR. + Madonna Williams
SUNDAY March 15th

3:00 AM MIRNA & BARTOLOME SANTOS § Jose & Gloria
Santos Lopez

10:00 AM For All Living and Deceased Parishioners — Fr. José
MONDAY March 16th
8:00 AM THOMAS Di REENO  Hannah Henneberry

12:00 PM MAUREEN HELMS 7§ From friends
TUESDAY March 17th

8:00 AM SELENIA DIAZ ¥ Jose and Zoraida
JOE RAFFERTY t Marge Rafferty
12:00 PM ALLEN WARNIMONT { Nancy Warnimont
WEDNESDAY March 18th
8:00 AM Sue Ellen Koons (good health) — Rosaleen Marlow
12:00 PM For the Morales Family — Mother
THURSDAY March 19th
8:00 AM PATRECIA FRALICK § Hannah Henneberry
12:00 PM Ed & Cheryl DeCastro (good health) — Mackie Boone
FRIDAY March 20th
8:00 AM DENISE MORALES 1 Mother & Brother
JOSEPH RQDRIGUEZ T Jose and Zoraida
12:00 PM ISABEL DAVILA 7 Candida Reyes
MARCELINA REYES ¥ Candida Reyes
SATURDAY March 21st
9:00 AM Ashlynn Lucille Rhodes (Infant) — Mary Price
4:00 PM For All Living and Deceased Parishioners — Fr. José
SUNDAY March 22nd

8:00 AM THOMAS TIRDIL { Katherine Tirdil
10:00 AMTODD VOWELS f Rita Vowels

Adela R. Mateo — Cris Mateo and family

LAETARE £ SUNDAY

©LPi
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BOOKKEEPER’S CORNER

OFFERINGS

Second Collections
This Week: Insurance
Next Week: Catholic Relief Services

March 8th
Regular: $8,520.00
Black & Indian Missions: $1,705.00

Weekly Online Giving March 1st: $966.00
Weekly Online Giving March 8th: $1,104.00

For Online Giving instructions visit
https://www.osvhub.com/stcathe/funds

Flocknote February: $2,993.00

For Online Flocknote Giving visit
https://stcatherineofseb.flocknote.com/fundit/give

M i -
: Parishioners who wish to receive a I
| statement of financial contribu- |
| tions to St. Catherine in 2025 for |
: tax purposes are asked to fill in !
| the information below and deposit |
| it with the weekend collection or |
: return it to the Parish Office. I
I Those of you that contributed to the Catholic Faith |
: Appeal will receive their statement of contribu- :
| tions directly from the Diocese. I
: Name: :
| Telephone: |
I Envelope #: |
: Address: :
: Email :
e !

INSURANCE FUND 2026

GOAL: $110,000

SOCIETY OF ST. VINCENT DE PAUL

Last week we served 40 visitors/shoppers with 156 fam-
ily members.

We received food donations from 4 Parish families. We
received monetary donations from 2 Parish families.

16 Vincentians/Volunteers operated the food pantry.
We visited 5 patients in the hospital and shared prayer
and Holy Communion.

We would appreciate donations of rice and dried beans.

If you would like to make a monetary donation you can
make a check payable to St Vincent de Paul and place
it in the Poor Box at the Church entrance. We thank
you for your generosity and support.

If you would like to join us or have a need we are open
every Thursday at 10AM in the 806 Hickory Street.
Our next meeting is Thursday March 19th at 11:00AM
in room 13 in the Parish Hall. Our phone number is
863-835-0571.

CATHOLIC FAITH APPEAL 2026
Our assessment for 2026 is $123.00.00

Please make checks payable to CFA and in the Memo
write “St. Catherine”. All donations in excess of our as-
sessment will be returned to the Parish.

Thank you for your generous support to St. Catherine’s
and the CFA.

Wacht the video of Bishop Dewane:
https://vimeo.com/1158620553?fl=pl&fe=cm

To contribute online go to
https://dioceseofvenice.org/ways-to-give/cfa/

ATTENTION
LENT 2026 BULLETIN DEADLINES

Bulletin “Palm Sunday”:
Deadline Thursday March 19th

Bulletin “Easter Sunday”:
Deadline Thursday March 26th

Articles have to be submitted
to carmen@stcathe.org.
Any question please call 863-385-0049
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ORGANIZATION DIRECTORY

Pastor: Very Reverend José Gonzalez, V.F OCIA: Juana Nava......coceeeveriiiiieninnenenenennn... 385-0049
.............................................. 385-0049 navaj@stcathe.org

Arts and Environment: Gloria Fontanes......... 385-0049  Religious Education: Rose Hall...................... 385-0049

Altar Servers: Manuel Gomez & Dulce Diaz....464-9458 rose@stcathe.org.

ddiaz8558@gmail.com Respect Life:..cccviiiiiiiiiiiiiiicee e, 385-0049

Liturgical Ministries: Diane Sochacki............ 835-2523  SVDP: i 835-0571

Ministry to the Sick: Claudia Spradlin .......... 991-3271  Ushers: Mike Flood.........cooveviiiiiininiiniinininennnn. 471-6381

MINISTRIES AND ORGANIZATIONS

COUNCIL OF CATHOLIC WOMEN

Women of our parish, come join us and see how St. Cath-
erine’s Council of Catholic Women can enrich your life.
We meet on the third Tuesday of every month at 4:30
P.M. with a social time starting at 4:00 P.M. Meeting is
at building S200 Hickory Street. For more information
please call Mrs. Jennifer Lindsey at (618) 521-8730 or
email jesojlindsey@yahoo.com.

GRIEFSHARE GROUP

Many of us have recently lost a loved one, life continues;
for those of us who grieve, the hurt stays with us. God
doesn’t intend us to grieve on our own.

Meeting first Sunday of the month at 2:00 PM in the
Building S200, together, we will pray, share and support
one another in our grief. Continuing the first Sunday of
each month at 2:00 PM. For information text or call
Marge Rafferty (863)214-3312.

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

Council Member Business Meetings are held on the
first Wednesday of the Month at 7:00 PM in Building
S200 on Hickory Street with the Rosary being said start-
ing at 6:30 PM. Fourth Degree Assembly Meetings
are held on the first Monday of every Month at 7:00
PM in Building S200. New Members and Transfers
are. ALWAYS welcome! Any questions please contact
Steve Ashley 863-414-4169. Thank You!

LEGION OF MARY
Meetings are Wednesdays at 9:00 AM in the Parish Hall,

Room #17. For more information please contact Mary
Ann Buckley (863)385-1386.

PRAYER CHAIN

For questions or more information please call Claudia
Spradlin at (863)991-3271 or email claudia@stcathe.org.
ROSARY The Holy Rosary will be prayed at 9:00 AM
each Sunday in the Chapel.).

"That Man Is You!" "TMIY" is a Catholic men’s pro-
gram built to transform men and form authentic leaders
capable of transforming their families and society. We
gather every Saturday from 9:30 AM to 11:00 AM in
Building S300. No registration is required, just come

every Saturday. For more information call Edward DeC-
astro 315-264-4153 (decastroem70@gmail.com

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

Classes Wednesday at 6:00 PM and Sunday at 10:00
AM. For more information please call (863)385-0049.

GROWING IN FRIENDSHIP YOUTH GROUP

Every Thursday from 6:00 — 7:30 pm Clases will be on
the in the 806 Hickory Street “White House” located
next to the Church. For more information contact middle
school youth group coordinators: Kathy (863) 452-7679
or Ken Bruce (863) 273-6822.

VOICES OF HOPE YOUTH GROUP

Meeting every Friday from 6:30—8:00 PM at the white
House located next to the Church. Grades 9 -12 are in-
vited! For more information contact Youth Group coor-
dinator: Jose Rodriguez (863)245-7597.

CAR RAFFLE

St. Catherine Catholic Church Inc. will be holding a
**Car Raffle** to pay the insurance necessary to main-
tain our ministries and ongoing needs of the parish.

Tickets are available now at the parish office and after
all weekend Masses; all proceeds will benefit St. Cathe-
rine Catholic Church Inc., and its charitable works.

Please note: The grand prize winner is responsible for
all fees associated with licensing, registration, insur-
ance, and taxes (including income tax, luxury tax, spe-
cial taxes, shipping, and all title and sales taxes). The
grand prize winner may, alternatively, elect to receive a
cash prize in the amount of $15,000.00.

The raffle regulations are posted on our website, at the
entrance of the Church and the Parish Hall.

Thank you for your generous support of St. Catherine
Catholic Church Inc., through this fundraiser that helps
sustain our worship, formation, and outreach.
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ADT-Monitored Home Security

Get 24-Hour Protection From a Name You Can Trust

® Burglary ® Flood Detection
® Fire Safety ® Carbon Monoxide

WELCOME HOME
Providing Quality, Compassionate Care
Short Term Rehab » Secure Memory Care
Long Term Care « Wound Care ¢ Respite
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Does your
organization need
a newsletter?

mkeim@lakeplacidhrc.com ¢ lakeplacidhrc.com Get this bulletin e

We'll cover the

delivered straight to
your inbox every week.

TANIA BOBE, CRS, ABR, CREA
Broker Associate/Team Owner/
LPT Corporate Mentor
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