OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST,
KING OF THE UNIVERSE

OY 1O)
He said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your

kingdom.” He replied to him, “Amen, | say to you, today
you will be with me in Paradise.” - Lk 23:42-43

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mazs ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.

THE PARISH OFFICE
WILL BE CLOSED

THURSDAY 27 & FRIDAY 28

I’ ‘ %= Thanks boTo Guod

St. Catherine of Siena
Catholic Church
820 Hickory Street
Sebring, FL 33870

Parish Office/Mailing
882 Bay St., Sebring, FL 33870
(863)385-0049 Fax: (863)385-5169
(863)385-6762 (Spanish)
www.stcathe.org
www.facebook.com/stcathe

Office Hours
Monday—Friday 8:30 AM to 3:00 PM

CLERGY
Pastor
Very Reverend José Gonzalez, V.F.
frjose@stcathe.org

MASS SCHEDULE
Weekend
Saturday: 4:00 PM
& 6:00 PM (Spanish)
Sunday—8:00 AM & 10:00 AM
12:00 Noon (Spanish)

DAILY MASS
Monday to Friday: 8:00 AM
Friday: 12:00 Noon
Saturday: 9:00 AM

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
Saturday: 3:00—3:45 PM

ST CATHERINE SCHOOL
2835 Kenilworth Blvd.
(863)385-7300

Principal
Steve Cullipher, M. Ed.
cullipher@stcatheschool.org

Pre-School
747 S. Franklin St.
Sebring, FL 33870
(863)385-7300 Fax: (863)385-7310
www.stcatheschool.org
Office hours
8:00 AM—3:00 PM




November 23, 2025 St. Catherine Parish Page 2

U.S. Bishops Issue a “Special Message”

U.S. Bishops Issue a “Special Message” on Immigration from Plenary Assembly in Balti-
more. The bishops have issued a Special Message addressing their concern for the evolv-
ing situation impacting immigrants in the United States. It marks the first time in 12
years the USCCB invoked this particularly urgent way of speaking as a body of bishops.
The full text of the bishops’ Special Pastoral Message follows here:

As pastors, we the bishops of the United States are bound to our people by ties of com-

munion and compassion in Our Lord Jesus Christ. We are disturbed when we see among

our people a climate of fear and anxiety around questions of profiling and immigration

enforcement. We are saddened by the state of contemporary debate and the vilification of

immigrants. We are concerned about the conditions in detention centers and the lack of
access to pastoral care. We lament that some immigrants in the United States have arbitrarily lost their legal sta-
tus. We are troubled by threats against the sanctity of houses of worship and the special nature of hospitals and
schools. We are grieved when we meet parents who fear being detained when taking their children to school and
when we try to console family members who have already been separated from their loved ones.

Despite obstacles and prejudices, generations of immigrants have made enormous contributions to the well-being
of our nation. We as Catholic bishops love our country and pray for its peace and prosperity. For this very reason,
we feel compelled now in this environment to raise our voices in defense of God-given human dignity.

Catholic teaching exhorts nations to recognize the fundamental dignity of all persons, including immigrants. We
bishops advocate for a meaningful reform of our nation’s immigration laws and procedures. Human dignity and
national security are not in conflict. Both are possible if people of good will work together.

We recognize that nations have a responsibility to regulate their borders and establish a just and orderly immigra-
tion system for the sake of the common good. Without such processes, immigrants face the risk of trafficking and
other forms of exploitation. Safe and legal pathways serve as an antidote to such risks.

The Church’s teaching rests on the foundational concern for the human person, as created in the image and like-
ness of God (Genesis 1:27). As pastors, we look to Sacred Scripture and the example of the Lord Himself, where we
find the wisdom of God’s compassion. The priority of the Lord, as the Prophets remind us, is for those who are
most vulnerable: the widow, the orphan, the poor, and the stranger (Zechariah 7:10). In the Lord Jesus, we see the
One who became poor for our sake (2 Corinthians 8:9), we see the Good Samaritan who lifts us from the dust (Luke
10:30-37), and we see the One who is found in the least of these (Matthew 25). The Church’s concern for neighbor
and our concern here for immigrants is a response to the Lord’s command to love as He has loved us (John 13:34).
To our immigrant brothers and sisters, we stand with you in your suffering, since, when one member suffers, all
suffer (cf. 1 Corinthians 12:26). You are not alone!

We note with gratitude that so many of our clergy, consecrated religious, and lay faithful already accompany and
assist immigrants in meeting their basic human needs. We urge all people of good will to continue and expand
such efforts.

We oppose the indiscriminate mass deportation of people. We pray for an end to dehumanizing rhetoric and vio-
lence, whether directed at immigrants or at law enforcement. We pray that the Lord may guide the leaders of our
nation, and we are grateful for past and present opportunities to dialogue with public and elected officials. In this
dialogue, we will continue to advocate for meaningful immigration reform.

"As disciples of the Lord, we remain men and women of hope, and hope does not disappoint!" (cf. Romans 5:5)
May the mantle of Our Lady of Guadalupe enfold us all in her maternal and loving care and draw us ever closer to
the heart of Christ.
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7 \ w We invite you to celebrate Mass on
3 . Thanksgiving Thursday, November
v 27th at 9:00 AM

!1!3215}1'!:sgl\mg Please bring your non-perishable

! " food items directly to your pew and
4 -f("' - . place them on the altar at time of
the offering.

From the Priests, School Principal,

Teachers and fmp[oyees ; x ' : The Giving T]Fee will be located n ‘Fhe
) a M Church vestibule on Thanksgiving
of St. Catherine Church _ “weekend. It will have tags for the
) 4o children. W K that ]
and St. Catherine School S needy chidren. We ask that you pur
chase gift cards for the children.
(242427} .
o . TREE Please select a tag, purchase a gift
X Addltlo.nal Confession card, bring it in an envelope with the
. { during Advent tag visible on the outside of the enve-
- - lope and place it in a box under the tree. Gift cards make
1 Sundays: 9:00 to 9:45 AM shopping easier for you and will allow the children and par-
ents to choose what is best for them.
; We want to extend our heartfelt thanks for the invaluable help with the
_ Parish Directory, to our Volunteers: Jennifer Lindsey, Sharon
Bledsoe, Carol DeArmitt, Lynn Bartley, Marge Rafferty, Judy Re-

ger, Zoraida Rodriguez, Chris Galimidi, Ana Fernandez, Carmen
and Herminio Villanueva, Marilyn Feliciano, Kathy Berard, Donna Needleman, Tony Joyce and Barba-
ra Lawler. Your dedication, time, and enthusiasm have made a real difference, and this project would not be pos-
sible without your efforts. Your spirit of collaboration and generosity truly reflects the best of our community. We
are deeply grateful for your support and look forward to continuing this journey together.

We had 120 families already in our Parish Directory! If you haven’t registered yet, we will have another Photo Ses-
sion on January 15, 16 and 17 of 2026. Just let us know!

GROWING IN FRIENDSHIP YOUTH GROUP
NO MEETING THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 27th

Every Thursday from 6:00 — 7:30 pm for Middle School Youth Group! Clases will be on the “White House” located
next to the Church. Grades 7th and 8th and their parents/guardians are invited!

For more information contact middle school youth group coordinators: Kathy (863) 452-7679 or Ken Bruce (863)
273-6822.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION VOICES OF HOPE YOUTH GROUP
NO RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CLASSES
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 26TH NO MEETING FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 28th

& SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 30TH For more information contact Youth Group coordinator: Jose

For more information please call (863)385-0049. Rodriguez (863)245-7597.

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INTIATION OF ADULTS

NO CLASS WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 26TH
These classes will be Wednesday at 6:00 PM in the Building S300. For more information please call Juana at
(863)385-0049.
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Dear Friends and Supporters of St. Catherine Catholic School,

As the weather cools and the mornings are a little crisper, we find ourselves once again in the beautiful season of
Thanksgiving. This simple yet profound holiday invites us to pause, reflect, and give thanks to God for the count-
less blessings He has poured into our lives—Dblessings we so often take for granted in the busyness of daily life.

In our school, we have spent these past weeks talking with our students about gratitude—not just as a feeling, but
as a way of life rooted in faith. We've shared the story of the ten lepers in Luke’s Gospel, where only one returned
to give thanks to Jesus. This story prompts thoughtful questions: “Why didn’t the other nine come back?” “How of-
ten do we forget to say thank you to God?” These conversations remind us that gratitude is a discipline, a habit of
the heart that we must teach and model for the next generation.

This year, amid horrible and heartbreaking news from around the world of school children being the targets of
murderers, Christian persecution, and other works of Satan that pit mankind against one another and against
God, we are blessed to have a thriving Catholic school where the hand of God is visible every day. From the loving
care of our faculty and staff, to those moments of revelation when we see a child experience the Holy Spirit and
come to know God in an intimate way, we are grateful to God for sharing his glory with us in our Catholic school.

As we prepare for Thanksgiving break, I invite each family to make gratitude a centerpiece of your celebration.
Consider going around the table and naming one blessing from the past year. Light a candle and offer a prayer of
thanksgiving together. Perhaps adopt the tradition of a “Thanksgiving tree,” where family members write notes of
gratitude on paper leaves and hang them throughout the week.

We are deeply grateful for you—our faithful school families—who partner with us in raising children who know
they are loved by God and called to love others. Your trust, your prayers, and your sacrifices make this sacred work
possible.

May the God who provides our daily bread fill your hearts and homes with peace and joy this Thanksgiving. May
we, like the one leper who returned, fall at the feet of Jesus and give Him thanks—for He is good, and His mercy
endures forever.

Wishing you a blessed and happy Thanksgiving,

May God Bless You and God Bless St. Catherine Catholic School.

Mzr. Steven Cullipher, M. Ed.
Principal

St. Catherine Catholic Church
Youth Rally 2025

We have no words to fully express what we ex-
perienced with our 100 youth and chaperons
during this incredible day. It was truly a won-
|| derful event, overflowing with God’s love, joy,
faith, and hope. We are deeply grateful to eve-
ryone who collaborated in making this Youth
Rally possible, our volunteers, leaders and St.
Catherine School. Your dedication and service
made this gathering a true blessing. We trust
that the fruits of this experience will continue
to grow in our youth and shine forth in St.
Catherine in the months ahead. May God keep
igniting in all of us the call to ARISE!
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SACRAMENTS

RECONCILIATION

This sacrament is available every Saturday from
3:00—3:45 PM and Advent Sundays from 9:00—
9:45 AM or by appointment with a Priest.

Anointing of the sick, Baptism & Marriage

For questions or more information (863)385-0049
or e-mail at office@stcathe.org.

Our Lord Jesus Christ, Kin of Universe
Mass Intentions of the Week

SCRIPTURE OF THE WEEK

Monday: Dn 1:1-6, 8-20, Dn 3:52, 53, 54, 55, 56,
Lk 21:1-4

Tuesday: Dn 2:31-45, Dn 3:57, 58, 59, 60, 61,

Lk 21:5-11

Wednesday: Dn 5:1-6, 13-14, 16-17, 23-28, Dn
3:62, 63, 64, 65, 66, 67, Lk 21:12-19

Thursday: Dn 6:12-28, Dn 3:68, 69, 70, 71, 72, 73,
74, Lk 21:20-28

Friday: Dn 7:2-14, Dn 3:75, 76, 77, 78, 79, 80, 81,
Lk 21:29-33

Saturday: Dn 7:15-27, Dn 3:82, 83, 84, 85, 86, 87,
Lk 21:34-36

Sunday: Is 2:1-5, Ps 122:1-2, 3-4, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9,
Rom 13:11-14, Mt 24:37-44

Every Friday from 8:30

ADORATION
(@) of the to 11:45 AM
BLESSED .
SACRAMERET in the Chapel

g

WELCOME TO ST. CATHERINE PARISH

We invite you to register with us or if you have

changed any of your contact information, please

fill out this form.

Visit the Parish Office during open hours.

e Mail the Parish Registration or Update Form
to the Parish Office.

e Drop the Parish Registration or Update Form
into the weekend collection basket.

e Register online at www.stcathe.org

Name:

Address:

City and Zip Code:

Telephone:

E-mail:
PLEASE CHECK ALL THAT APPLY

(__) New Registration

(__) Moving out of the Parish

(__) Up-date information

(__) Need contribution envelopes

SATURDAY November 22nd

9:00 AM ANTONIO CAPULONG SR. ¥ Sol Capulong

Hope Carlson — Anthony Fontanes
4:00 PM TONY SALCEDO f Shelly & Riley
EDD VOWELS f Rita, Laurie, Tim & Susan
TODD VOWELS + Rita, Laurie, Tim & Susan

SUNDAY November 23rd

3:00 AM GERALD HERNANDEZ ¥ Olivia Rowe

RUTH WRIGHT t Mary Galloway
10:00 AM For All Living and Deceased Parishioners — Fr. José

MONDAY November 24th
8:00 AM Thanksgiving — Anonymous
TUESDAY November 25th
NORMA SALCEDO 1 Candida Reyes
For a Greater Respect for All Human Life — Fr. José
WEDNESDAY November 26th
LARRY HOLLOWAY { Mark & Barbara Walczak

Ellen & Ernestine Sullivan (good health) — Rosaleen
Marlow

8:00 AM

3:00 AM

THURSDAY November 27th
In Thanksgiving for all God's Blessings — Fr. José
FRIDAY November 28th

8:00 AM JOSEPHINE DRAMKO § Gary Vizioli & Susan Mize
PALMIRA RIVERA t Candida Reyes

12:00 PM DOROTHY MEYERHOFER { Daughter

SATURDAY November 29th

9:00 AM ANTONIO CAPULONG SR. { Sol Capulong

NANCY SPENCE t Jonathan Spence

For All Living and Deceased Parishioners — Fr. José

SUNDAY November 30th

FRANK & JULIANA WALCZAK f Mark & Barbara
Walczak

FOR THE SOULS IN PURGATORY ft Kim Torres

Deceased Members of the Kielar & Zitelli Families —
Gladys Zitelli

10:00 AM SADIE & JERRY ABAGNALO 1 Anthony Abagnalo
and Kathleen Collura
VILMA WASHBURN 7 Kathy & Dennis Berard

9:00 AM

4:00 PM

3:00 AM

MASS INTENTIONS

Mass Intentions forms are available at the Parish Office,
Church vestibule or online at

https://web4ucorp.com/massintentions/catherinesebring
You may also call the Parish office at (863)385-0049
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BOOKKEEPER’S CORNER

OFFERINGS

Second Collections
This Week: Elderly Care Collection
Next Week: Charity Fund

November 16th
Will be reported in the next Bulletin

Weekly Online Giving: Next Bulletin

For Online Giving instructions visit
https://www.osvhub.com/stcathe/funds

Flocknote October: $2,935.00

For Online Flocknote Giving visit

https://stcatherineofseb.flocknote.com/fundit/give

Thank you for your help with insurance bill

GOAL: $110,000

83%

$90,803

Tax Smart Giving

Fulfill Your Required Minimum Distribution. If you
reached age 73 in 2024, your second Required Mini-
mum Distribution is due by December 31, 2025, based
on your account balance on December 31, 2024.

Did you know that you can direct your Required Mini-
mum Distribution to St. Catherine Catholic Church
and avoid increasing your taxable income by making a
Qualified Charitable Distribution? You can request
your IRA Administrator to send a check payable to St.
Catherine Catholic Church to satisfy your Required
Minimum Distribution. Please check with your profes-
sional advisors for more information on this beneficial
giving option.

St. Catherine Catholic Church does not provide legal
tax, or financial advice. When considering gifting op-

tions, seek the advice of your own legal and/or financial
professionals.

SOCIETY OF ST. VINCENT DE PAUL
We thank you for your generosity and support.

If you would like to join us or have a need we are open
every Tuesday at 10 am.

For more information please call (863) 385-0571

Food Pantry o0 Despnsade Almeno
For the Needy & Poor esdays
806 Hickory Street 10 am -

Sebring, FL 11am
{white house adjacent to St. Catherine Catholic Church )

Para los Necesitados
Los Martes

CONGRATULATIONS
TO THE WINNERS OF OUR CHURCH RAFFLE!

o2 nd.

i S+

1212

Drd.

Faturn ket ¢ Parish Office Fecurn
42 Sy Sarese !ebm‘ﬂ. 33870

3,000

Sereet. Sebring FL 33870
we2 bay -3

Ho00

CATHOLIC FAITH APPEAL 2025
Our assessment for 2025 is $115.00.00
We have received: $152,183.00

Please make checks payable to CFA and in the Memo
write “St. Catherine”.

Thank you for your generous support to St. Catherine’s
and the CFA. To contribute online go to https:/
dioceseofvenice.org/ways-to-give/cfa/

To watch the video go to https://vimeo.com/1052376784

Ist. prize $3,000 Ticket # 1212
2nd. prize $1,500 Ticket # 1167
3rd. prize $500 Ticket # 0816

THANK YOU TO EVERYONE
FOR YOUR SUPPORT!
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ORGANIZATION DIRECTORY

Pastor: Very Reverend José Gonzalez, V.F OCIA: Juana Nava......cccoeveviiiiiininiienennnn. 385-0049
.............................................. 385-0049 navaj@stcathe.org

Religi Education: Rose Hall...................... 385-0049
Arts and Environment: Gloria Fontanes......... 385-0049 chiglots fudtication: fose Ha
Altar Servers: Manuel Gomez & Dulce Diaz....464-9458 rose@stca?he.org.
ddiaz8558@gmail.com Respect Life:...ccoiininiiiiiiiiiiiiieieecececeeeeens 385-0049
Liturgical Ministries: Diane Sochacki ........... 835_2523 SVDP: .-.-.-' ............................................................ 835'0571
Ministry to the Sick: Claudia Spradlin .......... 991-3971  Ushers: Mike Flood.........coooiiniini 471-6381

MINISTRIES AND ORGANIZATIONS

COUNCIL OF CATHOLIC WOMEN

Women of our parish, come join us and see how St. Catherine’s Council of Catholic Women can enrich your life. We
meet on the third Tuesday of every month at 4:30 P.M. with a social time starting at 4:00 P.M. Meeting is at build-
ing S200 Hickory Street. For more information please call Mrs. Jennifer Lindsey at (618) 521-8730 or email
jesojlindsey@yahoo.com.

GRIEFSHARE GROUP:
For more information please call (863) 385-0049.

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

Council Member Business Meetings are held on the first Wednesday of the Month at 7:00 PM in Building S200
on Hickory Street with the Rosary being said starting at 6:30 PM. Fourth Degree Assembly Meetings are held
on the first Monday of every Month at 7:00 PM in Building S200. New Members and Transfers are

ALWAYS welcome! Any questions please contact Grand Knight Donald Israel (239)691-4777. Thank You!

LEGION OF MARY
Meetings are Wednesdays at 9:00 AM in the Parish Hall, Room #17. For more information please contact Mary
Ann Buckley (863)385-1386.

PRAYER CHAIN
For questions or more information please call Claudia Spradlin at (863)991-3271 or email claudia@stcathe.org.

ROSARY
The Holy Rosary will be prayed at 9:00 AM each Sunday in the Chapel.

"That Man Is You!" "TMIY" is a Catholic men’s program built to transform men and form authentic leaders
capable of transforming their families and society. It's FREE!

We gather every Saturday from 9:30 AM to 11:00 AM in Building S300. No registration is required, just come every
Saturday. For more information call Edward DeCastro 315-260-4153 (decastroem70@gmail.com)

%m _—f;‘:w‘ ﬁ@’% HOLIDAY BULLETIN DEADLINES

7 e A SV

;‘ f A é‘ ; For the bulletin December 7 th is Monday December, 1st
HOLIDAY Y. For the bulletin December 14th is Thursday, December 4th

DEADLINES
For the bulletin December 21st is Wednesday December10th

For the bulletin December 28th is Thursday, December 18th
For the bulletin January 4th 2026; Thursday, December 23rd

Articles have to be submitted to carmen@stcathe.org. Any question please call 863-385-0049
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863-614-0039
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STEPHENSON NELSON
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WE'RE HIRING!

AD SALES EXECUTIVES
YOURSELF
YOUR PASSION.

~ LETSGROWYOURBUSINESS || catholicmatch’

Place Your Ad Here and Support Our Parish!
CONTACT ME

Trey Hill Florldo

thill@4LPi.com
(800) 950-9952 x2613 CatholicMatch.com/FL ; m",::ﬂmmw

NEVER MISS _ me( DOES YOUR NUNPRUFIT Ste ey
OUR BULLETIN! ~ _.¢ TR e ORGANIZATION NEED ét -y
g*‘%s

/ Instantly create and . WY
purchase an ad with / ANEWSLHTEW

WITH PURPOSE.

+ Paid training

Engaging, ad-supported

Have our bulletin emailed E4EE 4 2 print and digital newsletters
to you every week. o . f i to reach your community.
Visit www.parishesonline.com = : Visit Ipicommunities.com

N 435 S. Commerce Ave. —~— Sebring, FL 33870
yFREE I E g
AD DESIGN l Catholic
31:{:;»2“;1:::@ COPrLEY & HARGADEN, P.A. Calendar
. Attorneys at Law Fill every month
Brett P. Hargaden, Esquire Ph: 863.385.8740 |[NAEES
800-477- 4574 brett@copleyfamilylaw.com Fax: 863'385.4627 Order Yours Today! *

For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 e www.4lpi.com 16-0008



