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From the Pastars Deste

Grace and peace to you all in the name of Jesus!

As we continue in our season of growing through prayer and thanksgiving, I
want to reflect some on prayer. Prayer is not a way for us to earn God’s
favor, nor is it meant to be a looming obligation. Instead it is a gift, a joy
that we have the opportunity to experience and participate in as we lean into
the relationship we have with God. Because we are named God’s beloved
children and brought into right relationship with God by grace through faith,
we are free to come before God honestly - with our loudest praise, most dif-
ficult questions, greatest gratitude, deepest sorrow, deafening silence, and
greatest need. Prayer is one way our daily faith takes shape: learning again
and again to trust the God who has first showered us with mercy and love.

Scripture reminds us that prayer is not limited to eloquent words or perfect
concentration. Paul writes, “Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness, for
we do not know how to pray as we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with
groanings too deep for words” (Romans 8:26). This is good news: even
when our prayers feel scattered, tired, or wordless; even when our only
prayer is the deepest yearning of our hearts, the Holy Spirit is at work,
carrying the whole of who we are into the heart of God.

There are many faithful ways to pray. We can begin and end the day with a
simple “Thank you, Lord” or “Help me, Lord.” We can pray the Lord’s
Prayer slowly, letting each petition shape our concerns for the world. We can
read a psalm aloud, keep a gratitude journal, sit in silent prayer, sing a
hymn, light a candle, pray while walking, or pause before meals to
remember that all we have is received from God’s hand. Families may pray
together at bedtime; friends may pray over the phone; congregations pray in
worship as the body of Christ. We can pray while woodworking, gardening,
coloring, and paying attention to our senses. Any activity that can draw our
attention to God’s presence and help us feel connected to God can become a
way of prayer.




Pastor’s words - Continued

Prayer also forms us and sends us back into daily life. As we bring our neighbors, enemies, leaders,
church, and world before God, the Spirit forms us for compassion, forgiveness, courage, and bold,
faithful service. “Pray without ceasing” (1 Thessalonians 5:17) does not mean we must always
have our eyes closed, hands folded, and say elaborate prayers; it means that every part of life can
become open to God’s presence. In work and rest, joy and grief, ordinary errands and holy
worship, prayer keeps turning our hearts toward Christ - and toward the neighbors Christ calls us to
love.

I invite you to find a way to experiment with your prayer life as a way of growing in faith. Try a
new prayer practice. Pray for things you haven’t before. Be willing to let the God who knows you
deeper into your day to day activities. If you have questions about prayer, Pastor Nathan and I
would LOVE to sit and have a conversation with you! Together, may we learn and grow through
prayer this season!

In Christ,

Fuston Dan
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Upcoming Topics!!

Youth in “today’s” Society.
Giving Back to those around us.
Am I heard?

Sept 2nd - GLOW RALLY NIGHT!!
Sept 9th - GLOW Classes begin

5:00 p.m. - Meal
6:00 p.m. - Class/Worship
7:00 p.m. - Wrap Up!

(pofirmatio,

-

“Faith-Formation” Classes for all 7th & 8th Graders
will start in September again ... A Parent/Student
Orientation/Information meeting is scheduled for

Wednesday, August 26th at 6:00 p.m. - Both students

and a parent/guardian are required to attend!!




Immanuel Lutheran Church
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God’s Love on Wednesdays

(Families always encouraged to join)
Wed, Sept 2 - “Rally Night”
(All ages)

Wed, Sept 9 through Apr 28th

(including Faith Formation)

S p.m. - 7 p.m.

(5:00-5:45 p.m. ~ Dinner
5:45-7 p.m. ~ GLOW & Faith Formation)

305 2nd Ave W, Cresco, lowa

Call Cindy Yslas - 719-237-6102 or 563-547-2108
If you have questions or want to

join in the fun!!




SUMMARY OF IMMANUEL COUNCIL MINUTES — July 2, 2026

PASTORS’ REPORTS: Pastor Nathan reported the Steering Committee met and
discussed how the Shared Ministry was going and the financial situation. He urged Council to
say if there are things that need to be changed. Pastor Dan went to the Website
mmanuelcresco.com and showed how people could now give on-line. Pastor Dan and Pastor
Nathan will attend the Rostered Ministers Gathering in Indianapolis, Indiana.

MISSION CONVERSATION: The proposed new mission statement is “By God’s
grace Immanuel Lutheran Church is a faith community striving to love and serve as disciples
of Jesus.” Motion passed that the recommended mission statement be put on the July Semi-
Annual Meeting agenda for a vote.

NEW BUSINESS: The following will be put on the July Semi-Annual Meeting agenda:
1. the Nominating Committee submission of names of persons to serve on the Council,
2. discussion of retaining the Choral Benediction at the end of worship service and
3. Pastor Dan and Pastor Nathan’s informative presentation on Immanuel’s connection to the
Northeastern Iowa Synod and the Evangelical Lutheran Church of America.

Two lease proposals for a new copy machine were presented. Motion passed to accept
the 5-year lease with Access Systems. '

The Shared Ministry of Immanuel, Orleans and Peace is working well.

COMMITTEE REPORTS: The Endowment/Memorial Committee proposes spending
$2,472.00 of Endowment interest as follows: Howard County Child Care Solutions $824.00,
Lutheran Services in Iowa $824.00 and Doctors Without Borders $824.00. They also propose
spending $1,248.69 out of the Vobr account in the Memorial Fund to buy an adjustable piano
bench. Motion passed to approve the distribution.

Council went into closed session.

BOARD REPORTS:

Stewardship & Finance — The board reviewed their duties listed in the handbook.

Worship & Music — The board has updated the “Planning Your Wedding” and “Funeral
Dinner Guidelines”. These two instructional booklets will be presented at the next council
meeting for approval,

Church Propetrties — The board removed the weeds on the east side of the church, applied
Roundup on the parking lot, patched holes with concrete and consulted with the City of Cresco
about the storm water collecting in the street in front of the church. Some windows have shifted
down and created a gap. The janitor’s salary will be discussed at the next meeting.

FEvangelism & Social Concerns — Every Wednesday morning volunteers have been
sorting recently dropped off clothing in preparation for the Back to School Clothing Giveaway
July 30™, 31% and August 1%

Christian BEducation — The GLOW curriculum is in digital form. The church will print it.

Parish Fellowship — The board have completed the review of their handbook. On Sun-
day, July 12" there will be Bible Study at 5:00 p.m. Then at 6:00 p.m. there will be a Root
Beer Float/Ice Cream Social hosted by Immanuel and in association with Orleans and Peace.

This is a summary of the minutes of the July meeting.
Full minutes will be available after formal approval by council at the next meeting,.



Treasurer's Report Summary

GENERAL FUND June Year to Date

Beginning Balance -$9,300.85 $3,148.92 General Fund
General Fund Income $9,924.87 $92,644.32 Savings Account
Reimbursed Income $0.00 $15,506.25  $33,904.03
Reimbursed Expenses $0.00 -$3,407 .67

Miscellaneous Income $9,215.28 544 296.68

Miscellaneous Expenses $0.00 -$181.79 Rent 2026
Coffee Fellowship -$76.52 ~$344.75 $6,000.00
General Fund Expenses -$7,355.08 -$51,390.47

General Executive Committee Expenses

(Payroll) -$18,725.68 -$116,589.47| ILC Miller Fund
GENERAL FUND -$16,317.98 -$16,317.98| Account Balance
Operating Loan $0.00 $0.00| $387,160.18
Savings income $0.00 $50.00| 31-May-2026
Savings expense $0.00 $0.00

Debt Reduction Income / Fall Dinner $0.00 $0.00

Debt Reduction Exp /Op Loan / Savings /

Payment $0.00 $0.00

General Fund Ending Balance -$16,317.98 -$16,317.98

Men's Breakfast A Sommer CD
Beginning Balance $801.28 $276.720 $14,102.90
Men's Breakfast Income $99.00 $1,378.00

Men's Breakfast Expense -$160.00 -$914.44

Ending Balance $740.28 $740.28

Hands of the Master

Beginning Balance $1,737.59 $2,687.59

Hands of the Master Income $50.00 $600.00

Hands of the Master Expense $0.00 -$1,500.00

Ending Balance $1,787.59 $1,787.59
BENEVOLENCE FUND Sent to the ELCA
Beginning Balance $6,579.18 $1,730.57 June
Income $2,015.67 $9,164.28 $597.10
Expenses -$6,469.22 -$8,769.22 2026
Ending Balance $2,125.63 $2,125.63  $10,069.70
CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND Pledged
Beginning Balance $11,128.42 $8,704.42 $15,500.00
Income $50.00 $7,274.00

Expenses $0.00 -$4.,800.00

Ending Balance $11,178.42 $11,178.42

Luther League Account

Beginning Balance $5,309.07 $5,099.63

Youth Income $10.00 $416.00

'Youth Expense -$3,652.47 -$3,749.03

Ending Balance $1,766.60 $1,766.60

Checking Account Balance $1,280.54 $1,280.54




August 2026 %

Communion is offered every Sunday!
No Wednesday services over the Summer!!

Sun Mon Tue
Pastor’s Office House Cindy’s Office Hours:
Monday - Off Tues 1-4 Mon - Thurs
Wed 9-10 Staff Mtg - Peace| 8:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.
Wed - 11-Noon - Visits Pastor Dan on
Thur - 9 —Noon - Visits Fridays - Office Closed Vacation
Thurs 9:30 Staff Mtg— ILC
Fri - by appt
2 Fly-In Breakfust & Fine Art Show 3 4
8:00-8:45 a.m. Adult Study SR X paniry
9:00 a.m. Worship - W Pastor Off! 00 00
10:00 a.m. Fellowship ' 4:30 - 6:00 p.m.
10:30 a.m. - Worship (P) Mobile Food Pantry
6:00 p.m. NO Adult Bible Study w/Pastor Dan Cresco Fairgrounds
9 8:00-8:45 a.m. Adult Study 10 Il
9:00 a.m. Worship
10:00 a.m. Fellowship Pastor Off!
10:30 a.m. - Worship (O)
5:00 p.m. NO Adult Bible Study w/Pastor Dan
16 17 18
8:00-8:45 a.m. Adult Study
9:00 a.m. Worship Pastor Off!
10:00 a.m. Fellowship
10:30 a.m.—Worship (P)
6:00 p.m. Adult Bible Study w/Pastor Dan
Czech Days - Protivin ~ 14-16 August
23 Norman Borlaug Days 21-23 August 24 WIC | 25
8:00-8:45 a.m. Adult Study 9:00 a.m. Worship Pastor Off!
10:00 a.m. Fellowship 10:30 a.m. Worship (O) in Park
4:45 p.m. Mutual Ministry (ILC) 1 pm GLOW Trng 1st Day of School!!
6:00 p.m. Adult Bible Study w/Pastor Dan
30 8:00-8:45 a.m. Adult Study 31

9:00 a.m. Joint Worship - Chicago Folk Service
10:00 a.m. Fellowship (All 3 churches) at ILC
6:00 p.m. Adult Bible Study w/Pastor Dan

Pastor Off!




Immanuel Lutheran Church 305 2nd Ave W, Cresco 1A 52136

pastorbaldwinl 6@gmail.com Y Pastor Dan Baldwin
pastor.nwicks@gmail.com .f Pastor Nathan Wicks
office@immanuelcresco.com Cindy M. Yslas

563/547-2108 Website: www.immanuelcresco.com
Check us out LIVE on Facebook each Sunday Morning at 9:00 a.m.

Radio Broadcasts on KCZQ radio FM 102.3: Sunday morning services at 9:00 am
and “Devotions to Begin Your Day” Monday, Wednesday & Friday at 8:05 am

Wed Thu Fri Sat
30 31 8am. -5:00p.m. ) 8 a.m. - Noon
7:00 a.m. Men's Breakfast
Back to School Back to School
3:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. . . . ]
2-12 August Bazkis Sehool Clothing Give-Away Clothing Give-Away
Clothing Give-Away
5 6 4 8
7:00 a.m. Men's Breakfast
Office Closed!
6:30 p.m. Board Meetings
12 13 14 Czech Days - Protivin | 15 Czech Days - Protivin
7:00 a.m. Men's Breakfast 14-16 August 14-16 August
9:30 a.m. Circle of Grace
September Newsletter
calendar items are due
19 20 21 22
7 a.m. Men's Breakfast Office Closed!
Norman Borlaug Days Noon - Hospital Aux
21-23 A[lgllSt Qllil"tAllC'tl.OH
6 p.m. GLOW Volunteer 6:00 p.m. Church Council
Training Meeting
26 27 28 29
7:00 a.m. Men’s Breakfast Office Closed!
6 p.m. Faith Formation 5 p.m. Hymn Selection

Student/Parent Orientation




2026

Communion is offered at all
Sunday Services

Sun

Mon Tue

Pastor’s Office House Cindy’s Office Hours:

Monday - Off Mon - Thurs

Tues - 1:00 - 3:00 p.m. 8:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.

Wed - 9:00 am - Noon

Thur - 9:00 am - Noon Fridays - Office Closed

Pastor Nathan Vacation 8-15 Sept

4:30 p.m. Mobile Food
Pantry—Featherlite Bldg
Fairgrounds

6

8:00-8:45 a.m. Adult Study

9:00 a.m. Worship

10:00 a.m. Fellowship

10:30 a.m. - Worship (O)

6:00 p.m. Bible Study w/Pastor Dan

7 Pastor Off! 8
Labor Day!!

Church Office
Closed!!

13

8:00-8:45 a.m. Adult Study

9:00 a.m. Worship

10:00 a.m. Fellowship

10:30 a.m. - Worship (P)

6:00 p.m. Bible Study w/Pastor Dan

14 15

Pastor Off!

20

8:00-8:45 a.m. Adult Study

9:00 a.m. Worship

10:00 a.m. Fellowship

10:30 a.m.—Worship (O)

6:00 p.m. Bible Study w/Pastor Dan

24 wIC | 22

Pastor Off!

WELCOME AUTUMN!

27  8:00-8:45 a.m. Adult Study

9:00 a.m. Worship

10:00 a.m. Fellowship 10:30 a.m. Worship (P)
6:00 p.m. Bible Study w/Pastor Dan

28 29

Pastor Off!




Immanuel Lutheran Church
pastorbaldwinl 6(@gmail.com
pastor.nwicks@gmail.com
office@immanuelcresco.com Cindy M. Yslas

563/547-2108 Website: www.immanuelcresco.com

Check us out LIVE on Facebook each Sunday Morning at 9:00 a.m.

Radio Broadcasts on KCZQ radio FM 102.3: Sunday morning services at 9:00 am
and “Devotions to Begin Your Day” Monday, Wednesday & Friday at 8:05 am

305 2nd Ave W, Cresco [A 52136
Pastor Dan Baldwin
Pastor Nathan Wicks

Formation Classes/Worship

Wed Thu Fri Sat
2 3 4 5
7:00 a.m. Men's Breakfast
5:00-7:00 p.m. 6:00 Church Board Mtgs Office Closed!!
GLOW RALLY Night!!
9 10 11 12
Office Closed!! 5:00 p.m. Church
9:30 a.m. Circle of Grace 7:00 am Men'’s Breakfast Service -
Old Stone Church
5-7 p.m.—GLOW & Faith Remember!!

Newsletter items Due!!

Formation Classes/Worship

16 17 18  Office Closed!! 19
7:00 am Men's Breakfast
5-7 p.m.—GLOW & Faith
Formation Classes/Worship 6:00 p.m. Council Mtg CITY WIDE GARAGE CITY WIDE GARAGE
SALES 17-19 Sept SALES 17-19 Sept
23 24 25 26
7:00 a.m. Men's Breakfast
5-7 p.m.—GLOW & Fuaith Office Closed!!

5-7 p.m.—GLOW & Faith
Formation Classes/Worship
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Adult Bible Study Opportunities
Sunday: 8:00 a.m. in the Conference Room
All are welcome!

WELCA Circle of Grace meets on the second Wednesday of each month at
9:30 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall! Please come out and join them for a time of
treats, fellowship, prayers & laughter!!

Men’s Breakfast Club meets each Thursday Morning at 7:00 a.m.
in the Fellowship Hall - All men interested in
Bible Study, Coffee & Waffles are welcome to attend!
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Join us on Sunday nights at 6:00 p.m. (in the community room)
with Pastor Dan, as we delve into the Lessons of the Bible, the
Gospel teachings, and the many discussions and conversations
that take place each week. Along with Holy Communion, the

evening if full of fellowship, learning & spiritual devotions!!
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The 15th Annual Back to School “Pay it Forward”
Clothing Give-away was another HUGE success with well over 300 people served
(and countless others) providing the items selected!!

Thanks to everyone who provided clothing, sorted, set up,
participated the days of the event, helped clean up, or set
up and take down racks afterwards.

It takes a village to pull it off and Immanuel (and the
community) came together once again to provide for those
in need!

Daily
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Devotions

Tune into KCZQ, 102.3 each Sunday morning at 9:00 a.m. to

hear our worship broadcast & “Devotions to Begin Your Day” 12
Monday, Wednesday, & Friday at 8:05 a.m.




DATE
Aug 2, 2026

Aug 9, 2026

Aug 16, 2026

Aug 23, 2026

Aug 30, 2026

Sept 6, 2026
Sept 13, 2026

Sept 20, 2026

Sept 27, 2026

AUGUST & SEPTEMBER 2026 RADIO BROADCAST

In loving memory of Grandson Kyler and Husband Ray Bina. Kyler's birthday
is February 1, 2001 and he died on April 17, 2017. Ray's birthday is August
5, 1945 and he died on November 29, 2016. Sponsored by Judi Bina and the
entire Bina Family.

In loving memory of her brother, Don Davis and mother, Sofie Davis. Don
was born on August 2, 1942 and passed away on December 22, 2013. Sofie
was born on November 9, 1914 and passed away on December 27, 2019.
Sponsored by Carol Harrington and family.

In recognition of the 10-year anniversary of Cindy Yslas as the Office
Administrator at Immanuel Lutheran. Thanks for the dedication, endless
hours and professionalism shown for over 10 years. Sponsored today by
Judy Jacobson and members of the Immanuel family.

In honor of the 3-year anniversary of Pastor Dan answering The Call to
Immanuel Lutheran on August 22, 2024. \We have been blessed to have
Pastor, Jen & Ethan join our Immanuel family.

In loving memory of Tim Vagts, son of Dale & Joyce Vagts. Tim was born
September 1, 1960 and passed away on May 9th, 2010. Sponsored by Dale
& Joyce Vagts and family.

In loving memory of Ellen & Wayne Halstead’s Anniversary. They were married
on September 8, 1964. Sponsored today by their daughter LeAnne Lewis

Today’s radio broadcast is sponsored by Sonia Ollendieck in gratitude for the
prayers and support of the Immanuel family.

In loving memory of Kenny Hebrink. Kenny was born on March 30, 1943 and
passed away on February 27, 2025. Charlotte and Kenny were married 58
years ago this week on September 16, 1967 and we congratulate them.
Sponsored today by Charlotte and the entire Hebrink family.

In loving memory of Roger Brookins. Roger was born on September 24, 1944
and passed away on October 29, 2013. Sponsored today by his daughter
Cindy & husband Mike Yslas and their entire family.

A huge Thank You to everyone who donated items to the local
“Back to School” Backpack Program by picking up a backpack
and filling it with all the items required.

Also to all those who brought in supplies for local and
Lutheran World Relief School supply donations!!

Finally to Sue Easler, Sharon Ollendieck, Phyllis Barth and (as
well as many others) for all the time and dedication in

collecting, sorting and preparing for their delivery to those
who need them!



Pragers & Ministry

Prayers of Healing, Comfort and Guidance
Derek Grube, Jordon Grube, Jackson Ollendieck, Reggie Ollendieck, Martha Rasmusson,
Malissa Kappes, Vince Kappes & Gayland Peter

Loved Ones Serving Qur Country
For all our service men & women serving our Country ~ Families ... please let the office know of
your family member currently serving to be listed here by name. Thanks!

Friends & Family in Care Centers or RHSHC
Sara Breitsprecher, Dick Franks, JoAnne Kratz,
Sandra Peter & Helen Schmauss

Please let the office know if members listed in the newsletter are no longer needed
on the prayer list, are no longer in the military or have been added/deleted
as residents at the nursing homes....thanks!!

Official Acts for July 2026 Joy Visiirs are hisy as wiways
making home visits of our
Funesals: L P hor.nebound members and
Charlie Miller (Orleans) 7.25.26 offering Holy Communion. If
Gary Price (ILC) 7.28.26 T you or a family member with
for a home visit, please call the
Baptisms: office ~ 563-547-2108.
No Baptisms

14



Kids Korner

@ —— crossword puzzle — e

AUTUMN

O o o @)
O 2 3. O
4.
5
6.

o:
O

O :OA@OO

ANSWER:

Aaiag:Q| up{dwing g dU0Y'g UIODY / ISBAIEH'Q
B[[B4QUIN'S WIOOJYSNINY, JeaTE ULBY'Z BLf|




Immanuel Lutheran Church
305 2nd Ave W

Cresco IA 52136-1513

Address Service Requested

Autumn leaves may fall

but on Jesus' name

we can always call . . .

\, Romats
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