








































A Ceremony of Marriage



            NAMES______________________
DATE______________________
TIME______________________












PROCESSIONAL MUSIC

Address to the Assembly:
	Dearly beloved, we are assembled in the presence of God and these witnesses to unite this man and this woman in holy matrimony, which is instituted of God, regulated by His commandment, blessed of our Lord Jesus Christ, and to be held in honor among all men.  This sacred relationship is to be entered into soberly, advisedly, discreetly, reverently, and in the fear of God.

Into this beautiful and holy relationship _____and ______ desire now to enter.  They desire to take each other as husband and wife, for prosperity or adversity, sickness or health, poverty or riches; and to fulfill all the duties belonging to this relationship to the end of life.
-1-
Giving of the Bride

To Groom: ____, you may receive your bride.

God’s word instructs us concerning marriage and its duties.

	God said, “It is not good that man should be alone; 
	I will make an help meet for him.”

	Our Lord declared, “For this cause shall a man leave 
	his father and mother, and cleave to his wife; and 
	they two shall be one flesh.”
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His word gives instructions to both husband and wife.  
“Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as unto the Lord.”
“For the husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ is the head of the church; and he is the savior of the body.  Therefore, as the church is subject unto Christ, so let the wives be to their own husbands in every thing.”
An even greater duty is given to the husbands.
“Husbands, love your wives even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it; that he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word, that he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and with out blemish.”

-3-
“So ought men to love their wives as their own bodies.  He that loveth his wife loveth himself.  For no man ever hated his own flesh; but nourisheth and cherisheth it, even as the Lord does the church.”

We trust this blessing will be your heart’s desire.
	May the spirit of Ruth, the ancestor of our Lord, accompany this couple as they journey through life together.  
	“Entreat me not to leave thee, or to return from following after thee; for wither thou goest, I will go; and where thou lodgest, I will lodge;  thy people shall be my people, and thy God my God.”

As you follow God’s will for your lives, may the calling that He has placed in both of you be blended together to bring glory to His name.    
4-
Charge to the Bride and Groom
___________:  I charge you both, as you stand in the presence of God, to remember the vows taken here today and that love and loyalty alone will avail as the foundation of a happy home.  If the solemn vows you are about to make be kept faithfully, and if steadfastly you endeavor to do the will the your heavenly Father, your life will be full of joy, and the home you are establishing will abide in peace.

I urge you both to seek the help of God in this sacred moment, and to look to Him steadfastly for His love and grace which will
 make your marriage rich in comfort and fruitful in service.

With these thoughts in mind, listen very carefully to these words:

5 - Remember to keep alive the love and joy you have found in each other. Should tears cloud any day, steadfastly renew the joy of your love so the sun will shine again.  Prayer, openness, and love will heal every wound because love never fails.
“Love is kind.  Love knows no jealousy, does not boast, is never rude, never selfish, always hopeful,  always eager to believe the best, love never fails”.
No other human ties are more tender, no other vow more sacred than these you now assume.

                                                                                                                                                    To feel the constant beauty chosen in these precious visions which have brought joy in your heart during the days of your courtship, 
you must never forget or deny the visions you once so fondly resolved.  Let love not be blotted out nor blurred by the common present experience of life.
-6-
_____, the one whose hand you now hold is giving to you and to you alone, that which is more sacred than life itself, she is giving you her heart, her love, her devotion, her future.

More than any other person on earth you hold the key to her happiness and welfare in your hands.  She counts it a privilege to share with you life’s joys and blessings, and also its burdens and responsibilities.

Please join hands
Profession of Vows 
                                                                                                                                        To Groom: _____Do you take _____ as your wife, as your own flesh, to love her even as Christ loves the church, to protect her and care for her the rest of your lives?  
       RESPONSE:   I do.


7 - Please repeat after me:
I _____ take thee _____ to be my wedded wife… to have and to hold… from this day forward…for better for worse…for richer for poorer, in sickness and in health…to love and to cherish…till death us do part…and there to I pledge my faith.

To Bride: 
_____ do you take _____ as your husband, submitting yourself to him as unto the Lord, showing reverence to him as the head of  this union for the rest of your lives?
    RESPONSE:   I do
Please repeat after me:
I _____, take thee _____ to be my wedded husband…to have and to hold…from this day forward…for better for worse…for richer or poorer, in sickness and in health…to love and to cherish…till death us do part…and there to  I pledge my faith.

8 - To the friends and family of ____ and _____ will you pray and support this union with your lives. 
If you accept this commitment, please respond, “I will”.
We read in the scriptures that when God made a covenant with Noah, He set a “bow” in the sky as a token thereof, and said, “I will look upon it that I may remember the everlasting covenant”.  From this we may learn that it is well for us when we enter unto a solemn agreement, to set apart a reminder of the promise which we have made.
The ring is also a symbol of transferring authority, strength, and protection of each other.

_____:
What tokens do you give in pledge that you will faithfully perform these vows? RINGS

9 -                _____: Groom
A ring can mean two different things.  It can be a never ending sign of love, or it can be a shackle.  I am going to charge you with a memory you should remember from this day forward.

_____Bride: stands by your side, not under feet.  You have the responsibility of being the head of this union.  You also have spiritual responsibilities.  This ring is always a reminder of your faith and love to ______

_____:Groom - take this ring, place it on _____ finger, and say this to her:  With this ring, I thee wed…I give it as a token of my faith…I believe with all my heart that this is forever…it is my love and my faith…that I release now…in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.



10 -                           &            _____:
There is no place in the Word of God that gives people the right to dominate one another.  Your vows have stated that submit to one another in the responsibilities of this life, expecting God and His power to always make the difference.
*In Proverbs it declares that the woman creates the Spirit in a home.  Let your love and joy fill every room by the love of Christ in you.

_____:Bride
Place this ring on ______ finger and as you do, say this to him:  
With this ring, I thee wed…I give it as a token of my faith…I believe with all my heart that this is forever…it is my love and my faith…that I release now…in the Name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.


__________, may these rings hence forth be the chaste and changeless symbol of your evermore pure and changeless affection.

Comments:
Let these words give you encouragement in building a happy home.  Keep Jesus at the center, laugh a lot, and forgive quickly.  Don’t be afraid to say, “I was wrong”.  Keep investing in your marriage and you will love it!  Recall often moments of love.        Cherish your time together, plan for a time to be alone.  Never lose your closeness or time spent in your personal devotion with the Lord.  

Remember great marriages and homes take time to build.



11.
UNITY CANDLE

The two outside candles have been lit to represent the lives of _____and ______ to this moment.  They are distinct lights, each capable of going their separate ways.  To bring joy and happiness to their home, there must be the merging of these lights into one light. 

 From now on the thoughts of ____ and _____ shall be for each other rather than for their individual selves.  Their plans shall be mutual.  Their joys and sorrows shall be shared alike.  As ____and ______ each take a candle and together light the center one and extinguish their own candles—



  The center candle represents the union of their lives into one flesh.  As this light cannot be divided, neither shall their lives be divided but a united testimony in a Christian home.  May the radiance of this light be a testimony of their unity in the Lord Jesus Christ.
SONG:  ________________________

PRONOUNCEMENT

TO BRIDE AND GROOM:
Please join hands.
Forasmuch, then, as you, ____ and you, ______, have consented together in holy matrimony, and have pledged each to the other your sacred vows,  in the name of God the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit and  by the power vested in me by the state of Oklahoma I now pronounce you husband and wife.   

12.     You may now kiss the bride

What, therefore, God hath joined together, let not man put asunder.

Henceforth, you go down life’s way together.  Let love be the charmed word in the dialect of your home and hearts.  And may Heaven’s constant benediction crown your union with ever-increasing joy and blessedness and unite your hearts and lives by all the grace and true affection of a happy marriage.

Presentation to Congregation

To Bride and Groom:  
Please turn and face this congregation

To Congregation:
Ladies and gentlemen,  I present to you 
    Mr. and  Mrs. ____________



   






 










