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The Cathedral of St. Joseph in Hartford was the 
site of great joy as Archbishop Christopher J. 
Coyne ordained two new priests on June 21 for 
the Archdiocese of Hartford.

e new priests, Father Martin Chouinard and e new priests, Father Martin Chouinard and 
Father Mitchell Kendrioski, were surrounded by 
the love and support of family, friends, clergy 
and religious, all of whom shared in the joy of 
this special day.

More than 100 priests, deacons and seminarians More than 100 priests, deacons and seminarians 
attended the solemn ordination. e priests 
concelebrated and shared the Kiss of Peace, 
welcoming the two new priests as clergy.

In his homily, Archbishop Coyne told the new 
priests they will have a three-fold mission: 
teacher, priest and shepherd.

“Allow Sacred Scripture to become your book of “Allow Sacred Scripture to become your book of 
life,” Archbishop Coyne advised. “Look to Jesus 
as an example in all situations,” he suggested.

 “Know what he said and did, and help others to 
come to know him and love him. Always allow it 
to be less about you, and more about him.”

In one of the most moving moments, the two In one of the most moving moments, the two 
candidates lay prostrate on the Cathedral 
Ęoor as cantors led attendees in reciting the 
Litany of Supplication, praying for the saints’ 
intercession. Other high points included 
Archbishop Coyne calling forth the Holy 
Spirit to bless the two men, and the laying on 
of hands.

Aer the ceremony, the two newly ordained 
priests posed for photos with Archbishop 
Coyne and their families.

“I’m very proud of him,” said Michele “I’m very proud of him,” said Michele 
Kendrioski, Father Kendrioski’s mother. “As a 
mother, I know in my heart that he has the 
right vocation.”

Florence Keszycki, Father Kendrioski’s Florence Keszycki, Father Kendrioski’s 
grandmother, was also in attendance. “It was 
a wonderful experience,” she said of the 
ordination ceremony. “He is so happy. And if 
he’s happy, I’m happy.”

“I just feel the joy welling up in me,” said “I just feel the joy welling up in me,” said 
Elaine Chouinard, Father Chouinard’s 
mother. 

“Praying to the saints, while they were giving 
their lives to God, was so meaningful.”

As part of a long-standing tradition, and a As part of a long-standing tradition, and a 
source of great pride for parishes that produce 
vocations to the priesthood, the day aer the 
ordination the new priests offered their ĕrst 
Masses at their home parishes, where they were 
brought up in the faith.

Father Chouinard celebrated his ĕrst Mass at St. Father Chouinard celebrated his ĕrst Mass at St. 
Francis of Assisi Church in Naugatuck. Father 
Kendrioski celebrated his ĕrst Mass at St. 
érèse Church, part of St. John Bosco Parish 
in Branford.

As for their future assignments, Father As for their future assignments, Father 
Chouinard has been assigned to serve as 
parochial vicar for St. omas and St. Timothy 
Parish in West Hartford. Father Kendrioski will 
be serving as parochial vicar for Blessed 
Michael McGivney Parish in New Haven.

Story by Shelley Wolf 

Mitchell Kendrioski, left, and Martin Chouinard, right, kneel before 
Archbishop Christopher J. Coyne during their priestly ordination June 21 
at the Cathedral of St. Joseph.
PHOTOS BY AARON JOSEPH

Father Mitchell Kendrioski poses with his father, mother, grandmother, 
and three sisters as well as Archbishop Coyne.

Father Martin Chouinard smiles for the camera with his mother, sister, 
father and Archbishop Coyne.

TŴǋͦМƉŴ ŒͦRᾞƉSTSͦ
 RƉͦǋRȻ ᾞМƉȻͦЀǋRͦ
TǦƉͦ RƁǦȻᾞǋƁƉSƉͦ

ᾞМͦ’‣’“



Archdiocese of Hartford
467 Bloomfield Ave, Bloomfield, CT 06002

860-541-6491

Scan the QR code 
to learn how you 
can make a 
lasting impact!
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84.18% as of 6/24/25
$8,418,405.14 pledges from 
24,886 generous donors

www.archdioceseofhartford.org/appeal
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07/30 WEDNESDAY 7PM
HOLY HOUR FOR THE END OF 
HUMAN TRAFFICKING
St. Ann Church, 501 Naugatuck Ave, 
Milford                   

Around the world, an estimated 27 million people (women, 
children and men) are exploited for labor, services and 
commercial sex. In this Jubilee Year of Hope, how can we 
nourish hope for our sisters and brothers caught in the snares 
of this crime against humanity?

Let us go to Christ, present in the Eucharist, who is the source Let us go to Christ, present in the Eucharist, who is the source 
of hope and strength. The Human Trafficking Task Force of the 
Archdiocese of Hartford invites you to join us on World Day 
Against Trafficking in Persons for a Eucharistic Holy Hour to 
pray for an end to human trafficking. 

After the service, meet members of the Task Force to learn 
how you can get involved in this important ministry.  


