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Elevated on plywood, the sanctuary Ęoor was 
sagging. e vinyl Ęooring in the nave had 
cracked. Over time, a church’s structure and 
beauty show evidence of decades of service and 
wear.

But aer undergoing an interior renovation last But aer undergoing an interior renovation last 
fall, Sacred Heart Church in Bloomĕeld has a 
new look. Dedicated in 1963, the 
contemporary-style church has been refreshed 
with new Ęooring, an elevated altar, a cleaned-up 
choir lo and the introduction of old and new 
artwork.
“It looks beautiful, it’s theologically ordered, and “It looks beautiful, it’s theologically ordered, and 
it sounds great,” says Father Ruminski, who 
commissioned the work on behalf of the parish. 
“It’s beauty and purpose coming together. I think 
we accomplished a lot in the renovation to 
communicate all those things.”
As the former pastor of Sacred Heart Parish, As the former pastor of Sacred Heart Parish, 
Father Ruminski is happy to reĘect on last fall’s 
remodel of Sacred Heart Church. However, just 
this month, he was reassigned to St. omas and 
St. Timothy Parish in West Hartford.
In the meantime, Father Stuart Pinette, the new In the meantime, Father Stuart Pinette, the new 
pastor of Sacred Heart Parish, can look forward 
to celebrating Mass in a refurbished worship 
space.

According to Father Ruminski, the Sacred Heart According to Father Ruminski, the Sacred Heart 
renovation, which took several months to 
complete, tackled vinyl Ęoors with asbestos, 
tightly spaced pews, a crowded and cluttered 
sanctuary, and a dimly lit interior.

e solution? “It became clear the Ęoor was 
the obstacle to everything,” Father Ruminski 
says. Aer talking to his contractors, the 
Sullivan Brothers, the solution was to “pull 
everything out and rethink the Ęoor plan.”

e contractors removed the old vinyl tiles, e contractors removed the old vinyl tiles, 
remediated the asbestos and added brighter 
gray and cream ceramic tiles throughout the 
church. ey also built a smaller sanctuary 
Ęoor to better ĕt the space, then elevated the 
altar and centered the tabernacle.

With a smaller sanctuary, the original pews With a smaller sanctuary, the original pews 
could then be respaced with an extra seven 
inches per row to give parishioners room to 
maneuver. “It feels more open with the same 
amount of seating,” Father Ruminski notes. 
New seat cushions added comfort and 
improved the acoustics.

In the choir lo, organ pipes were In the choir lo, organ pipes were 
repositioned on either side of a window, 
allowing the light in. is change also created 
more room in the lo, enabling the choir to 
relocate from the sanctuary to the lo.

On the main Ęoor, a vintage copper On the main Ęoor, a vintage copper 
baptismal font replaced the old leaky one. 
Originally used in Bloomĕeld’s Christ the 
King Church, which closed in 1996, 

the copper baptismal font was found dented 
and patinaed in Sacred Heart’s basement. 
Refurbished, the font is now positioned at the 
head of the main aisle of Sacred Heart.

To add more beauty, the priest commissioned To add more beauty, the priest commissioned 
New Hampshire artist Eileen Cunis to create 
fabric tapestries for the sanctuary walls. ey 
include four angels and two saints, Blessed 
Michael J. McGivney, who is on his way to 
sainthood, and St. Margaret Mary Alacoque, 
promoter of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, whose 
relic is embedded in the altar at Sacred Heart 
Church.

e altar and tabernacle are now the focus. 
Statues of Mary and Jesus, once hidden in the 
back of the church, are now visible in side 
alcoves.

“e overall effect of the renovation is to give “e overall effect of the renovation is to give 
the church a much stronger sense of direction,” 
Father Ruminski says, “that we’re oriented, that 
we have somewhere to go. And that is in union 
with God, and in communion with Christ.”

Story by Shelley Wolf 

Father Michael Ruminski highlights the reclaimed copper baptismal font now in 
use at Bloomfield̓s Sacred Heart Church, following a recent church remodel. 
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The renovated sanctuary is now smaller, with an elevated altar and 
tabernacle, plus new fabric tapestries. PHOTO BY AARON JOSEPH
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88.33% as of 7/15/25
$8,833,340.47 pledges from 
26,378 generous donors

www.archdioceseofhartford.org/appeal

2025
ARCHBISHOP'S

T
o
ta
l G
o
a
l: $
1
0
M

08/1 FRIDAY 6PM
MASS OF HEALING
St. Peter Church, 99 East Main St, 
Torrington

Experience the Power of Healing — In these challenging times, 
many of us carry burdens – be it physical ailments like cancer 
and kidney disease, emotional struggles like depression, 
anxiety, PTSD and grief, or spiritual battles. 

YOU'RE NOT ALONE. Reconnect, find solace, and embrace the YOU'RE NOT ALONE. Reconnect, find solace, and embrace the 
healing powers of our divine physician, Jesus Christ. A special 
Healing Mass with anointing of the sick will be celebrated by 
Rev. Emmanuel Ihemedu, pastor of St. John Paul the Great 
Parish in Torrington. The evening begins with the Divine Mercy 
Chaplet followed by the Mass. Let's come together, share our 
stories, and experience the transformative power of faith. 
Remember, Jesus is still in the business of healing.

08/59 TUES  SAT 530PM
ANNUAL SAINT GEORGE CHURCH 
CARNIVAL | SPONSORED BY KOFC 
COUNCIL 3928
St. George Church, 33 Whitfield St, 
Guilford

Great Food and Fun for the Whole Family.
Opens at 530 each night; Rides open at 6pm.

Visit our famous White Elephant Sale –
You heard about it, now come visit…People come from near and 
far to line up before the doors open for the White Elephant Sale 
& Silent Auction, Aug 5th - 9th
10am-1pm AND 5pm-9pm)10am-1pm AND 5pm-9pm)
Located in the Church Hall.

08/19 TUESDAY 630PM800PM
MY WAY WITH FR. RAY KELLY 
A BENEFIT CONCERT FOR IMMACARE
PRESENTED BY DR. BARBARA A. CLARK
Northwest Catholic High School, 29 
Wampanoag Dr, West Hartford

Fr. Ray Kelly, the world-renowned YouTube sensation and beloved 
Singing Priest from Ireland, will perform live on Tuesday, August 19, 
2025, at 630 PM at Northwest Catholic High School in West 
Hartford, CT in his only Connecticut appearance!

This special nondenominational concert is part of his sixth North This special nondenominational concert is part of his sixth North 
American music ministry tour and coincides with the release of his 
sixth CD, MY WAY. The album features three original 
songs—Through the Storm, Drift Away and Tears—written and 
produced by Cross-Light Records, along with the iconic song My 
Way, performed in English, German, Spanish and Italian. Vocal and 
instrumental versions will be included.

Fr. Ray̓s 2025 tour includes stops in Michigan, Ohio, Florida, Fr. Ray̓s 2025 tour includes stops in Michigan, Ohio, Florida, 
Connecticut, Cape Cod and New York, and concludes in New 
Brunswick, Canada. Despite his busy tour schedule, he continues to 
serve as an active parish priest in Ireland and a member of Saint 
Patrick̓s Society for the Foreign Missions, sharing his music ministry 
across the globe.

100 percent of the proceeds from the West Hartford performance 100 percent of the proceeds from the West Hartford performance 
will benefit ImmaCare supporting our mission to serve individuals 
experiencing homelessness in the Hartford region.

For Ticket Information, scan the QR code: 


