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Knights of Columbus 
St. Luke’s Council #16053 

Business Meeting Minutes 

Meeting Date:  July 22, 2026 

Call To Order Time: 7 p.m. 

Location: St. Luke’s Catholic Church Main Hall (basement) 

Officer Name Attendance 
(Present, Excused, or Absent)

Grand Knight Joe Lofgren Present

Chaplain 

Deputy Grand Knight Paul Languirand Excused

Chancellor Matty Blake Excused

Recorder Greg Funaro Present

Financial Secretary Doug Johnston Present

Treasurer Chris Ernster Present

Advocate Walt Rok Present

Warden Bob McGovern Absent

Inside Guard Jim Cunha Present

Outside Guard David Roach Present

Trustee 1 Tony Ballirano Present

Trustee 2 Joe Palazzolo Excused

Trustee 3 Rich FitzGerald Present

Lecturer

Program Director Joe Lofgren Present

Membership & Retention Director Matty Blake Excused

Evangelization & Faith Formation Director Paul Languirand Excused

District Deputy Sean Andrade Excused
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Other Council Member Attendees: Present, Excused, or Absent

1. Call to Order: Joe Lofgren called the meeting to order.

2. Opening Prayer: Joe Lofgren led the prayer – Our Father

3. Pledge of Allegiance: Joe Lofgren led the pledge, opening remarks about meeting 
protocols, logistics going forward.

4. Approve Minutes of Prior Meeting: No minutes taken from June meeting.

5. Chaplain's Message: N/A tonight. Explanation of normal procedure surrounding this 
going forward. Joe’s hope is that this is a regular component of future meetings.

6. Grand Knight's Report: Joe Lofgren. 
• Explanations of: meeting format per Supreme, 3 minutes per report, standard 

meeting minutes format, etc.
• Question of whether to archive minutes for public or private access only.
• Explanation of planning for calendar, etc.

Name/Attendance Name/Attendance

Chuck Arneson Absent Dave Pearson Present

John Beaulieu Excused

Michael Canini Present

Bill Donohue Absent

Ed Fitzgerald Present

Ted Lally Absent

Paul Maloney Present

John McAdams Present

Bob Nichols Absent

Ted Paull Present

Chris Salvadore Absent

David Seel Excused
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7. Financial Report
• Financial Secretary: Doug Johnston, nothing new to report re finances. Ideas for 

planning next exemplification for new and existing member(s) to advance in degrees. 
Joe Lofgren explained differences between degrees, etc.  

• Treasurer: Chris Ernster. As of June 30, 2026: Balance $7392.48 Reserves 
$1263.00. Available Funds $6129.48. Treasury report approved/accepted.

• Ernster mentioned Knights’ support of Father Tim’s going away party.

8. Programs. Joe Lofgren, Columbian Award format changes, appears to be easier, but 
we will continue doing what we need to do in order to achieve this honor.

• Faith: Dave Pearson, momentum to build on from last year, happy to serve, honored, 
etc. Joe Lofgren mentioned RSVP program/earmarking money for seminarian ($500 for 
Alex Richardson). 

• Family: Doug Johnston. Joe Lofgren proposed to Ed Fitzgerald and Doug to repeat 
Food for Families program procedure/success from last year. Keep Christ in 
Christmas. Pine Car Derby. Doug suggestions/ideas for some more ideas to get 
families together at the Church (movie night, game night, etc.)

• Community: Rich Fitzgerald. Some Home Mission details, Backpack Drive logistics/
locations, etc. Question about Knights’ contribution to backpack purchase. Motion to 
repeat last year’s donation of $500 for backpacks. Motion approved/accepted. Report 
on RI Health Department’s crackdown on Loaves & Fishes food truck, operation moved 
to St. Brendan’s kitchen (which is certified). Brief discussion of other events (Fish Fry, 
etc.) and what to do to avoid Health Department in the future. 

• Life: Christ Ernster. (See handouts below for details). Announcement of Rachel’s 
Vineyard event, request for nominations for Human Life Guild Recognition Award. 
September, National Day of Remembrance, 40 Days for Life, more activities in October 
(again see handouts for details). 

9. Membership & Retention Committee: Joe Lofgren announcement of Doug and Matty 
leading this. Target is to get us to five new members by spring. Also new Church drive 
process, perhaps, involving the insurance representatives. 
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10. Evangelization & Faith Formation Committee: Joe Lofgren announcement of Dave 
Pearson and Paul Languirand leading this committee. Target: Cor (per Supreme). Joe L. 
suggestion to offer Heart of the Gospel Retreat for men of the parish.

11. Program Planning Committee: Joe Lofgren announcement of Ted Paull and Joe 
Palazzollo leading committee to come up with best practices to enhance efficiency, 
participation in programs, etc. Presented some new ideas as well as entertained input 
from others (St. Luke’s festival day, Eucharistic Procession, Station of Cross in 
Community, etc.). Request to look at events like Fish Fry, St. Gabriel’s Drive, etc., to 
attract participants and make them more efficient. Tony Ballirano brief discussion about 
other ideas for presentations to involve community.

12. Insurance Agent: N/A tonight, but brief discussion whether to invite agent to every 
meeting; with no objection made, Joe will contact Jim Fielding to coordinate his 
attendance at future council meetings. Joe Lofgren discussion about changes/
requirements for members to attend insurance sales pitches, etc. See Joe for details, 
and he will approach members as usual to fulfill these requirements going forward. 

13. District Deputy: N/A tonight (Sean Andrade). Joe Lofgren Installation of new officers in 
September. Joe will send flyer for information re Mother of Life Barbecue, Family Picnic, 
Golf Tournament. 

14. Unfinished Business (motions carried over from previous meetings): N/A tonight.

15. New Business (new motions): N/A tonight. 

16. Good of the Order: Joe Lofgren request for information re members’ awards, 
recognitions, birthdays, etc.  

17. Lecturer’s Reflection: N/A tonight, explanation of what this is, and request for someone 
to fill this position, or whether we should rotate this. Joe Lofgren request for us to look 
up what is First Friday, First Saturday, etc. 

18. Grand Knight’s Summary: Joe Lofgren will look out for what we need to do to achieve 
Star Council throughout the year. 

19. Closing Prayer (including intentions for sick or distressed members): Joe Lofgren led 
the Prayer for Canonization of Blessed Michael McGivney, and prayers for others.

20. Adjournment Time: 7:59pm

NEXT MEETING DATE: Wednesday, September 2, 2026 (Installation of Officers at 6:30 
p.m.)

Drafted by Recorder Greg Funaro; attested by Grand Knight Joe Lofgren  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