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Date:	March 30, 2025
From:	Daniel Bunn, Senior Warden
To:	Vestry

Friends,
I regret that I will be unable to attend the meeting this Tuesday but I fully support the Vestry stepping up our meeting cadence until we are settled with an Interim. Below are three items I wish to bring you up to speed on. The two lease items have proposed motions included – if you are comfortable giving the authorizations now, great; if you would prefer to carry these items over to the next meeting when I can attend to discuss in person, that’s fine too.
Easter Supply Clergy – 7am
I am struggling to secure supply clergy for our 7am service on Easter Sunday (the 9 and 11 am services are supplied). I have been in contact with every priest on the Supply Roster (17 in total); most of the supply clergy are retired and have limited available due to health or travel reasons. The few that are more frequently available are committed to other parishes for Easter Sunday. Additionally, the retired clergy in our congregation strongly prefer to not be drafted for the 7am service and this isn’t an area where we should burn our goodwill (I’m saving that for Adult Formation).

Based on these circumstances, it is possible that we will need to cancel the 7am service (I will reach out to Rev. Michaels who is doing 9 & 11 to see what it would take for him to cover all 3). I intend to have a final decision after meeting with Staff on Wednesday. The Vestry’s collective input would be welcome (via Michelle).

Walton House Lease to Salem for Refugees
The lease with Salem for Refugees has expired. I have drafted a new lease (attached) which incorporates the following major changes:
· Changed to commercial lease form (the prior lease was for an individual; both landlord and tenant are corporations, so applying the Oregon Landlord Tenant Act to our relationship is not correct.
· Increased rent to $2,400/month (May 1, 2025 to June 30, 2026); one year extension option for tenant at $2,500/month.
· Changed property tax burden to Tenant; included language for Tenant to receive real property tax exemption.
· Tightened up insurance & indemnification language.
HOWEVER…… SFR is currently conducting a strategic review of their programs in light of the federal government’s funding changes; they expect to have notes back to us on the draft by April 7. I have indicated that we are open to a shorter-term extension or the inclusion of cancellation rights (if they lost their funding or had to discontinue, we’re not going to sue them for loss of rent).
Proposed Motion: Authorize the Senior Warden to execute a lease agreement for the Walton House with Salem for Refugees in substantially the form attached hereto.
Chapel Lease to Ethiopian Orthodox Church
We have received a request from clergy of the Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church to use space to establish a new church (parish). We are unable to offer any space on Sundays, but they have expressed interest in leasing the chapel on Saturday mornings (done by noon). I have confirmed with the diocese that they are a legitimate denomination, but if we enter into a lease there are additional verifications we will require (authorization from their bishop, etc.).
While we have some theological differences[footnoteRef:1], after meeting with their clergy, I have the impression that they are upright, godly people who intend to spread the Kingdom of God as they understand it. I also get the impression that they will be good guests in our space. [1:  Oriental Orthodox churches split from our branch of Christianity when they did not sign on to the decisions of the Council of Chalcedon (451 A.D.). Non-chalcedonian Christians reject the position that Christ is one person with two distinct yet inseparable natures: divine and human. Rather, they hold that Christ has one single nature which perfectly merges divinity and humanity.] 

Proposed Motion: Authorize the Senior warden to execute a least agreement for the Chapel with the Ethiopian Orthodox Church for a rate of at least $1,000 per month and on similar terms and conditions as the existing chapel leases or such stricter terms as he deems in the best interest of the Church.
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