Evensong Concert Series 2025-26

OCT 5 Ian Scarfe returns to St. Paul's to play the Yamaha Concert Grand Piano after the service of Evensong on October 5th at 4:00 p.m. Ian will present "Piano Music Inspired by the Natural World" with a nod toward the feast day of St. Francis which is October 4th. This concert program will take the audience from Morning to Night, with Edvard Grieg's "Morning Mood" from the Peer Gynt Suite depicting the first rays of a rising sun on a new day, and lyrical and romantic "Nocturnes" by Frederic Chopin and Ottorino Respighi evoking the night. In between, we hear a flurry of music inspired by birdsong and celebrating the awe of creation, including Franz Liszt's virtuoso scene of "Saint Francis Preaching to the Birds", Olivier Messiaen's ecstatic meditation on Mary's experience of the Annunciation, and a delicate impressionist scene by Amy Beach capturing the song of a Hermit Thrush in the woods of New England. 

NOV 2 Every three years St. Paul's sponsors a Handbell Festival. This gathering of handbell ringers brings together handbell choirs from Portland to Salem. The participants attend an all-day workshop on Saturday leading to a concert of music for massed handbell choir and individual choir's performances. The November 2025 festival will be led by clinician Cathy Moklebust. A composer of hundreds of handbell pieces, Cathy comes to the Willamette Valley from Brookings, South Dakota. The audience will hear several of her compositions including a newly commissioned arrangement of "I Sing a Song of the Saints of God" in recognition of All Saints Day. The workshop will be held on Saturday, November 1st and the concert will be presented on Sunday, November 2nd at 4:00 p.m. There is no service of Evensong this day. 

DEC 7 The Trinity Choir at St. Paul's will present the first part (Advent/Christmas) of G. F. Handel's Messiah with orchestra on December 7th after the service of Evensong at 4:00 p.m. This masterpiece is beloved the world over and will be presented in its entirety over three concerts during the 2025-26 year.  This concert will last approximately 55 minutes and will include soloists from the choir.  
Part I of the oratorio focuses on the Old Testament prophecies of the Messiah's coming and the Nativity of Christ, beginning with themes of comfort and anticipation from texts by Isaiah, and moving to the joyful announcement to the shepherds. Composed in 1741 by Handel, the libretto was created by Charles Jennens.  

JAN 4 Carols for the season of Christmas will be heard as a part of the May Dudley Memorial Organ concert on January 4th immediately following the service of Evensong at 4:00 p.m.  Director of Music Ministries at St. Paul's, Dr. Paul Klemme, will offer free improvisations on traditional Christmas carols.  He will play the well-known melodies from the Episcopal Church hymnal and then improvise his own version of the carol on the spot. The 2025-26 year is the 50th anniversary of the installation of the Gabriell Kney organ at St. Paul's (1975). May Dudley was the Director of Music Ministries at the time the instrument was purchased. We remember her legacy once a year with a memorial organ concert. 

Feb 1 The Severin Sisters will bring their unique style of sacred bluegrass and gospel inspired music to St. Paul's on February 1st at 4:00 p.m. This beloved Salem based group is known for their thoughtful programming of sacred music. The concert will last approximately 75 minutes. There is no service of Evensong this day. 

MARCH 1 The Trinity Choir presents the second concert in the trilogy offering of Handel's "Messiah" on March 1st after the service of Evensong at 4:00 p.m. The second part of the Messiah includes solos and choruses that contain biblical texts focusing on the suffering, death and resurrection of Christ. The concert will feature soloists from the choir with orchestra. 

April 12 (Please note: this is the second Sunday in April) The choir from Magdalen College, Oxford, England will come to St. Paul's to sing a concert of "Choral Music from the Anglican Tradition."  Mark Williams is the director of this choir of boys and young men. Williams was organ scholar at Trinity College, Cambridge from 1997–2000 under Richard Marlow. After graduating from Trinity College he became Assistant Organist at St. Paul's Cathedral in London. In 2009 he succeeded Daniel Hyde as Director of Music at Jesus College, Cambridge. Since January, 2017 he has held the post of Informator Choristarum, Organist and Tutorial Fellow at Magdalen College, Oxford. His other conducting roles include Principal Guest Conductor of the City of London Choir and Artistic Director of the International William Bryd Festival in Portland, Oregon. The choir will sing for the service of Evensong at 4:00 p.m. immediately preceding the concert on April 12th.  A reservation is required for this concert. Reservations open March 1 by email at stpauls.music.guild@gmail.com

MAY 3 The "Extraordinary Young Musicians at St. Paul's" Concert will feature Zoe Ditzel playing viola and french horn. This multi-talented senior from South Salem High School has been a member of the Grace Notes Choir at St. Paul's since her middle school years. 

JUNE 7. Handel's Messiah Part III will be heard in concert after the service of Evensong on June 7th at 4:00 p.m. This final section of the oratorio focuses on the end of time, specifically the resurrection of the dead and the glorification of Christ in heaven. Centered on biblical passages from the Book of Job and First Corinthians, the music begins with a serene soprano aria, "I know that My Redeemer Liveth," and concludes with the triumphant "Amen" chorus. The choir will be accompanied by an orchestra with soloists from St. Paul's. 

