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Easter at St. John the Baptist 

Easter Vigil 
Saturday, April 4 
7:45 - 9:45 pm 
Reception to follow  
in Sebahar Hall 
 
Easter  
Sunday, April 5 
8:00 am in Church 
8:00 am in Chapel 
10:00 am in Church 
10:00 am in Chapel 
12:00 noon in Church 

We’ve made sure 
that everyone can  
participate in  
worship with us 
this Easter.  
 
The Easter Vigil 
will welcome the 
newest members 
of our church  
family. The Mass 
will not include as 
many readings as 
in years past. We 
expect the Vigil 
Mass to have a 
duration of two 
hours.  
 
The Easter Sunday 
Masses will follow 
our usual Sunday 
schedule. 
 
Plan now to  
celebrate with us! 

JOIN OUR MARIAN CONSECRATION RETREAT - TUESDAYS or WEDNESDAYS 
33 Days to Morning Glory Parish Retreat 
Four giants of Marian spirituality: St.  Louis de Montfort, St. Maximilian Kolbe, St. Theresa of Calcutta and  
St. John Paul II.  
Fr. Michael Gaitley, MIC  skillfully summarizes their teaching, making it easy to grasp, and simple 
enough to put into practice.  He weaves their thoughts into a retreat will bless even the busiest of people! 
 

If you’ve been thinking about entrusting yourself to Mary for the first time or if 
you’re looking to deepen and renew your devotion - this is the perfect retreat to 
make. 
 

Fr. Pat Mulcahy will lead our parish retreat in both an in-person or online option 
to supplement the daily reading required in the book.  The videos and discussions 
will further enhance the retreat experience. There will be a parish celebration of 
the Consecration to Mary at the end of the retreat.   
 

The 33 days runs on Tuesday, April 21 through May 30.  In person will meet at 
7:00 pm in Sebahar Hall. 
Remote online option will be via Google Meets on Wednesdays at 10:30 am  
beginning April 22. 
 

Register at https://piou.us/morningglory.  There is no cost for the retreat, but the 
book must be purchased. Cost of the book is around $13.   
 

Give yourself the gift of this retreat and then give yourself to Mary! Contact  
Fr. Pat with any questions at frpat@stjohnwinfield.org or at 630.668.0918 x 0 
 

 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Reconciliation
Available each Friday at 3:00 pm and Saturdays following the 8 am morning Mass. Mark your calendar now for
theLenten Reconciliation Service on March 19th at 7pm. A number of priests available to hear confession.

Mass and Our Lady of Sorrows Novena - Wednesday, March 18
Meet in church every Wednesday during Lent at 5:00 pm

Stations of the Cross - Friday, March 20
Meet in church every Friday during Lent at 7:00 pm
Thank you for the many groups hosting our Stations of the Cross during this year’s Lent.
Feb. 20 Priests Feb. 27 Be Formed group Mar. 6 Fr. Pat Mulcahy
Mar. 13 Youth Group Mar. 20 School Mar. 27 Cursillo

Lenten Fish Fry - Friday, March 20 and 27
Order on line, or stop in person to enjoy the fantastic food and festive fellowship 5:00 - 7:00 pm

By the help of the merciful Lord our God, the temptations of the world, the snares of the Devil, the
suffering of the word, the enticement of the flesh, the surging waves of troubled times, and all corporal
and spiritual adversities are to be overcome by almsgiving, fasting, and prayer.

These practices ought to glow throughout the entire life of a Christian, but especially as the Paschal solemnity
approaches which stirs up our minds by its yearly return, renewing in them the salutary memory that our Lord, the
only-begotten son of God, showed mercy to us and fasted and prayed for us. St. Augustine of Hippo - Sermon 207

St. Joseph Table in Sebahar Hall
Sunday, March 22,
immediately following the
10:00 AM Mass.
St. Joseph Table Parish Invitation
Fr. Dan warmly invites the parish to gather in celebration of this
beautiful tradition honoring St. Joseph.

In addition to the tasty Italian pastries, cookies, breads, fruit,
and egg casseroles, the table will be beautifully decorated with
flowers, candles, and statues in tribute to this beloved patron.

If you have a special Italian pastry, cookie, or egg bake you
would like to add to our table, you are welcome to do so no
later March 16, by phoning Michele Blando at 630-580-8876.
Come enjoy a morning of faith, fellowship, and tradition. Plan
to bring your family and celebrate this special day with us!

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Inclement weather will move the Egg Hunt to Sebahar Hall 

 

See page 8 for  donations  
being accepted to make this 
annual event a “sweet” success!  
 

For more information, please 
contact: Kathie Brewer at 
630-682-4400 x 613  - Or - 
kathieb@stjohnwinfield.org 
 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL - REGISTRATION OPENS MARCH 16 
Plan now for summer fun - spaces fill fast!  
Come and learn how to trust Jesus in a Wild World!  Open to all children entering grades 
K through 5 as of Fall 2026.  ‘Camp’ will take place here at St. John the Baptist  June 22 
through June 26 between the hours of 9 am and 12 noon.  Don’t  
’moose’ out on all the fun as St. John’s will be the site for  
a combined VBS for St. John’s and St. Michael’s due to their 
road construction. THIS MEANS THAT SPACE IS VERY 
LIMITED! Registration opens this Monday, March 16.  Spaces will be 
filled on a first-come basis.   Registration is considered complete when       

payment is made.  Checks should be 
made out to St. Michael, but can be 
dropped off at the St. John RE Office.   
 
Come and meet new friends during  
a week of wild adventures with Jesus! 

Use these links to register:   
Camper link for students entering Gr K-5:  https://forms.gle/6CmADRhZ4CaM3SFe8  
Jr. High Crew Leader link for students entering Gr 6-8: 
https://www.canva.com/design/DAHDb2tUAAY/2LeTEtO2cGLnTXzFNK3hOQ/edit  

 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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PRIVATE PRAYER  
The chapel is open for private prayer between 9 am and 3:00 pm weekdays.   
Additional evening hours in the chapel are on Thursdays when it is open straight 
through until Adoration ends at 6:00 pm.  The church is locked after morning Mass on 
weekdays.  The church is open for prayer Saturdays 8:00 am to 6:00 pm / Sundays 
7:30am - 1:30pm.  If the parish office is closed due to holiday observances, the church 
and chapel will be closed. 

40 DAYS FOR LIFE – LENTEN SACRIFICE  
Scripture reminds us in Psalm 139 that each person is “wonderfully made.”  Before  
a heartbeat is detected, before a name is chosen, before a mother feels movement - 
God already knows that child.  Life is not accidental.  It is intentional.  It is sacred.  
Join us on Mondays and Wednesdays from 11 am until noon at Waterleaf in Aurora. 
Deacon Joe also leads a rosary and chaplet each Monday afternoon throughout the 
year at 2:00 pm across from Planned Parenthood.  All are welcome.  Save baby’s lives. 

YOUNG AT HEART  LUNCH - MARCH 18  
Join us on Wednesday, March 18 at 11:30 am in Sebahar Hall for a delicious lunch 
of hearty beef stew, soda bread and yummy desserts.  Stay after lunch to enjoy  
a game of Saints Bingo! There is no pre-registration required, and no set fee to  
participate.  Free will offerings appreciated.  Young at Hearts is open to all who are 
at least 55 years young! Phone Gwen Hopkins with questions at 630.222.6777 .  

ST. VINCENT DePAUL EASTER GIFT CARDS 
Helping a neighbor is a wonderful way to Live Lent 
Please join us in helping our neighbors in the Winfield, West Chicago, and 
Wheaton areas with Food Gift Cards for the Easter holiday.  There are over 70 families 
in need this Easter.  To help, phone 630-580-8870.  At the time of your phone call, 
please provide your name, address, phone number and e-mail address.  You may 
choose to donate cards of $60 for a family of three or $80 for a larger family.  
 
A SVDP volunteer will contact you by e-mail or phone to arrange drop off  
arrangements. Gift cards should be turned in NO LATER than Wednesday, Mar.25.  
Suggested Gift Cards include retailers such as Aldi, Jewel, Target, Mariano’s or 
Walmart.       Thank you for your tremendous support! 

SUNDAY AFTERNOON WITH THE SISTERS  
For all young ladies and girls ages 12-35  (under 18 need adult accomp.) 
Join a free discussion and light lunch hosted by Sts,. Peter and Paul in  
Naperville.  A presentation and discussion on Religious Life for women.  
Attending will be the Dominican Sisters of Mary, Mother of the Eucharist, 
School Sisters of St. Francis of Christ the King and others. 
 

The event takes place Sunday, March 22 from 2 until 3:30 pm in the  
Ministry Center Social Hall at 36 N. Ellsworth, Naperville 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Join the fun on March 20 or 27         

You may also phone Sean Conley at:  
630-835-8225  with questions or orders 

POPE LEO PROCLAIMS JUBILEE YEAR 
of St. Francis with Plenary Indulgences   
To mark the 800th anniversary of the death of St. Francis 
of Assisi, Pope Leo XIV has proclaimed a Special Jubilee 
Year of St. Francis to be observed from January 10, 2026 
to January 10, 2027.  This Jubilee invites the faithful to 
renew their commitment to holiness, peace, and evangelical 
charity following the example of the Seraphic Patriarch. 

During the Jubilee Year, the faithful may obtain a Plenary 
Indulgence, under the usual conditions, by making pilgrimages 
to churches, monasteries and oratories administered by the 
Franciscan Order and diocesan churches with St. Francis 
of Assisi is the titular patron, as well as through prayer and 
spiritual union for those unable to travel. 

The indulgence is also applicable for the souls in Purgatory. 
The decree calls all Christians to embody mercy, humility, 
and peace in a world marked by division, echoing the  
enduring spiritual legacy of St. Francis of Assisi.   

GETTING OUR HOUSE READY FOR EASTER  
Your generosity will help in that effort!  
Easter preparations have started here at Church, just as they have in your own homes.  Please 
see the Easter Flower contribution envelope in your envelope 
packet to help decorate our worship space for Easter!  Donations 
may also be made using the QR code at below left.  
 

Names listed in memory of or in honor of on the 
flower envelopes will be listed in the parish  bulletin 
on Divine Mercy Sunday and will be remembered in a special way during the  
Mass Intentions at Easter. What a lovely way to celebrate Easter with those who  
may not be with us to celebrate this year.   

 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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KEEP PRAYING!   
The Souls in Purgatory still need our prayers. Continue the habit of reciting the  
St. Gertrude prayer. It is a wonderful practice.  As St. Padre Pio reminds us:   
“I was talking with some souls who, while on their way from Purgatory to Heaven, stopped here to thank me 
because I remembered them in my Mass this morning.  More souls of the dead, than of the living, climb this 
mountain to attend my Masses and seek my prayers.” 

DIVINE MERCY DEVOTION  
Sunday April 12  
Reconciliation begins at 2:00 pm                   Adoration holy hour 3:00 - 4:00 pm 
Start your Divine Mercy Novena on Good Friday, April 3 and then celebrate on April 12th 

My Heart rejoices in this title of  Mercy. Proclaim that mercy is 
the greatest attribute of God.  All the works of My hands are 

crowned with mercy.” (Jesus to St. Maria Kowalska, Diary paragraph 300) 

CCW WOMAN OF THE YEAR 
Congratulations Helen Lutzenkirchen 
This year’s Woman of the Year has lived 
in this area most of her life.  She attended 
local schools and is a graduate of  
St. Francis High School in Wheaton. 
 

She is a mother of 5, grandmother of 11 
and great-grandmother of 10! 
 

She has found many ways to assist the 
parish and CCW council events over the 
years.  Many years this has been done 
with serious health issues.  She assists 
with many of our council events which 
help to support the Diocesan Bishop 
Blanchette Scholarship. (information at 
right).  This is another example of her 
lifelong habit of giving back to her  
community.  
 

Helen assists with  Bazaars, Spring Fling, 
Garage Sales, Mum Sales and audits the 
council books as she was well trained in 
financial record keeping by her mother 
who was a CPA!  Her parish involvement 
includes parish picnics, St. Joseph Tables, 
Art and Environment and much of the 
research for the 150th Parish Anniversary 
celebration. 
 

May God always bless Helen whom we 
give thanks for, appreciate and honor 
with this year’s special recognition. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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RE OFFICE HUNTING FOR DONATIONS
Hop on over - our needs are specific and our gratitude is sincere
The annual Easter Egg Hunt for young children is coming soon. Will you please
help us make this a success by donating some candy to stuff the eggs?
Small, individually wrapped candies that will fit in the eggs are what is needed.
NO chocolate please as it might melt. Please bring any donations to the RE office
Monday-Thursdays between 9:30am & 3:30pm from now until March 23.
Cash donations to buy candy are also welcome.

OOuurr SScchhooooll iiss
Formed in Faith

Educated in Excellence
Embraced by Community

It was a beautiful morning of faith, joy, and preparation
at our First Communion Retreat! Please pray for these
little ones as they grow closer to Jesus.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Scripture  
Readings 

POPE LEO XIV'S PRAYER INTENTION FOR  MARCH 
For disarmament and peace   
Let us pray that nations move toward effective disarmament, particularly  
nuclear disarmament, and that world leaders choose the path of dialogue and 
diplomacy instead of violence. 

LIVE THE LITURGY THIS WEEK 
Seeing Christ 
Even the blind man in today’s gospel sees Christ - and does what he is told by him.  Listening 
and then doing - even in the face of opposition - brings sight and insight.  
• How will I look for Christ in every person and in every action this Lenten 

week? 
• What is God asking me to do?  How will I do it? 
• How will I be a sign of Christ’s light and life for the elect preparing for Easter 

Baptism? See page 2  

MARCH BOOK CLUB 
Next meeting of the St. John’s book club will be on Wednesday, March 18 at 7:00 pm.  All are 
welcome to join us at the home of Jean Daniell as we discuss the book, The Engineer’s Wife 
by Tracy Enerson Wood.  Please RSVP, inquire for directions or questions at tjdaniell@att.net .  

ALL ARE INVITED TO THE BLESSING OF THE BASKETS 
The blessing of the food for the Easter feast will take place in church on   
Saturday, April 4th at 12:00 noon. 
This is a beloved tradition borrowed from those of Eastern European backgrounds. The foods 
in the baskets are rich in Easter symbolism and serve to do more than whet one’s appetite after the 
long season of Lenten fasting.    
Traditional items are listed below. The baskets are sprinkled with holy water and a prayer of  
blessing is said.   
Traditionally the baskets are adorned with boxwood and dried flowers.  Covering the  
basket is a cloth that is meant to symbolize the burial cloth that wrapped Jesus’ body in the 
tomb.  These are often embroidered and passed down from one generation to another, as is 
often, the gift of our faith.    

Candle-  

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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In Our Heart and Prayers 

For those in the Armed Forces for Peace and Safety 
Lt. Col. John Berg, SSgt Tyler Bowling, Commander Nicholas Daly, 
Sgt. Justin Earle, Lt. Col. Anthony Eschliman, Airman Nicholas Kostecka, 
Cpt. Matthew Luff, 1st Lt. Allyson Serbick, SPC Keegan Serbick,  
SPC Jack Serbick, Lt. Col. James Smolucha, Maj. Michael Smolucha 

For the Sick   
Joan Buckingham, Wally Buckingham, Lawrence Campbell,  
Regalado Carlos, Mildred Hoffman, Luke Hougan, Michael McGrath,  
Britney Prehn, Fr. Gerald Riva, Genevieve Rohr, Rick Rohr,  
Bobby Schreiber, Fr. John Sebahar, Desiree Sheppard,  
Jeffrey Skrobutt, Anita Venard, Marino Verdico  

To place a name on the prayer lists, contact Rosa Benavides, at  
rosab@stjohnwinfield.org or by phone at 630.668.0918 x 601.  Names will remain on 
the sick list for six weeks.  In a long term illness  situation, simply identify such to 
Rosa at the time of your call.   

Vocations are born in prayer and from prayer; and only 
through prayer can they persevere and bear fruit. - Pope Francis 

Vocation Prayer Calendar 

March  15               Fr. Stephen Eickhoff, Fr. Herbert Essig  
March  16           Dcns. Michael Doyle, William Dunn  
March  17              Sr. Teresa Maltby, RSM 
March  18           Fr. Jerzy Zieba CR, Fr. J. Rodolphe Arty CSC 
March  19           Fr. Brian Geary, Fr. Frank Pusateri 
March   20          Fr. Kevin Farrell, Fr. Eduardo Flores  
March  21    Srs. Alicja Jaszczak, Boguslawa Bladek, Agnieszka Jach MChR 

For Sanctuary Lamp Intentions   
The Sanctuary Church lamp burns this week for the 
healing of Fr. John Sebahar. 
 

The Chapel sanctuary lamp burns for the priests of 
our parish as Easter approaches. 

Prayer Line  
If you would like a loved one prayed for by our prayer line, visit our 
website to submit a request: stjohnwinfield.org/prayer-request.  
 
Sick and Military List   
For both Sick and Military list inclusions, contact the parish office at 
630-688-0918 Ext. 0  - OR -  via email at rosab@stjohnwinfield.org 

For the Deceased  
Almighty and eternal God, from whose love in Christ we cannot be 
parted, either by death or life:  hear our prayers and thanksgivings for 
all whom we remember.  Fulfill in them the purpose of your love, and 
bring us all with them, to your eternal joy. 

Mass Intentions 
Saturday,  March 14 

5:00 pm               Jim Brewer 
                        Michael Brennan 
                          
 
Sunday,    March 15 
  8:00 am        Jennifer Thompson 

10:00 am                         People of the Parish  

12  Noon          David H. and  
                        Patricia A. Kadolph 
 
Monday,  March 16 
 8:00 am                 Souls in Purgatory        

Tuesday,  March 17 
 8:00 am                                Conley and Cleary  
                           Families 
 

Wednesday,  March 18  
  8:00 am                Louisa Matusiak 
  5:00 pm           Our Sorrowful Mother 
 

Thursday, March 19 
 8:00 am                     Souls in Purgatory 
   

Friday,  March 20 

 8:00 am                    Diana Schillo       
  
 
 

Saturday,  March 21 
8:00 am            Jerry Scopelliti  
  

5:00 pm               Jim Russell 
                        Eugene Vanco 
                          
 
Sunday,    March 22 
  8:00 am        James Maracek 

10:00 am                         Lola and  
       granddaughter Sp. Int. 

12  Noon             People of the Parish  

T he Mass is considered 
the highest form of 
prayer in the Church, 

and certainly the most powerful 
prayer that is said on behalf 
of those who are deceased.  

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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 Parish office: (630) 668 - 0918  Ext. 0               Parish Office Hours  Monday - Thursday  9:00am  - 3:00pm, closed Friday 
School office: (630) 668 - 2625  Ext. 618               

St. John the Baptist Catholic Church and School 

Clergy 
Rev. Dan Bachner, Pastor               Ext.  601            
                
Rev. Michal Twaruzek,  Parochial Vicar                                                      
 mtwaruzek@stjohnwinfield.org   Ext. 604 
 
Deacon Rev. Mr. Joe Verdico 
        DeaconJoe@stjohnwinfield.org   Ext. 610 

Administration 
Marian Johnston, Business Manager 
 mjohnston@stjohnwinfield.org   Ext. 602 
 

Aaron Simpson, Facilities Manager 
 aarons@stjohnwinfield.org         Ext. 603 
 

Rosa Benavides, Admin. Assistant /        
                                Secretaria Hispana 
        rosab@stjohnwinfield.org         Ext. 601 
 

Dianne Scheiblein, Accountant 
 diannes@stjohnwinfield.org       Ext. 614 
 
Adult Faith Formation  
Fr. Patrick Mulcahy  
        frpat@stjohnwinfield.org          
 
Religious Education Office  
Kathie Brewer, K-5 grade Coordinator  
        kathieb@stjohnwinfield.org         Ext. 613 
 

Sofia Lech, 6-8 grade Coordinator  
        slech@stjohnwinfield.org             Ext. 612 

Parish Staff 
(630) 668-0918 x 0 (630) 668-2625 x 618 

School Office 
Joanne Policht, Principal  
       jpolicht@stjohnwinfield.org  Ext.617 
 

Teri Hardesty, Admin. Assistant  
        terih@stjohnwinfield.org    Ext. 618          

NEW PARISHIONERS 
We warmly invite you to join our 
parish family. To register, stop by 
the parish office or see the parish 
website at www.stjohnwinfield.org. 
 
 

BAPTISMS 
Baptisms are usually celebrated 
on the first and third Sunday of 
the month after the 12:00 noon 
Mass. Special events and holidays 
may alter the schedule. There is  
a three month waiting period for 
new parishioners to schedule  
a baptism. Contact the parish 
office for information. 
 
 

PASTORAL CARE OF 
THE SICK 
Hospitals do not inform churches 
when parishioners are patients. 
Tell hospital staff you want to be 
added to the Catholic census so 
that hospital ministers know to 
visit. Contact the parish office  
Ext 0 to be added to the prayer 
list. Ext 610 to receive Eucharist 
from a Minister of Care. 
 
 

FUNERALS 
Arrangements for a funeral  are 
usually made through the Funeral 
Director at a funeral home of your 
choice. Contact the parish office 
with any questions. 
 
 

MARRIAGE 
REQUIREMENTS 
Diocese requirements include  
a formal engagement preparation 
period of at least six months 
before the date of the wedding 
and attendance in a marriage 
preparation program. St. John the 
Baptist requires either the bride, 
groom or parents of either to be 
registered as parishioners for at 
least three months before 
contacting us to set a date. There 
are a number of additional 
requirements. To begin the 
marriage process, either the bride 
or groom must contact the parish 
office. 
 
 

ALCOHOLICS 
ANONYMOUS  
Meetings take place on Thursdays 
at 7:00pm in the lower level of the 
parish office in Sodonna Hall. 

(630) 668-0918 Ext.  692 
St. Vincent de Paul Society 
          

(630) 668-0918 

Contact Us via email at: 
contactus@stjohnwinfield.org 

Follow us on: 

Communication 
Bulletin submissions:  
Due Wednesday by 3:00 pm, ten 
days prior to publication date to 
sjbbulletin@stjohnwinfield.org 
Holiday schedules will vary. 

Music  
Carrie Marcotte,  Dir. of Sacred Music  
       cmarcotte@stjohnwinfield.org    Ext. 608 

  
Daily Mass Schedule during Lent : 

  Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday 8:00 am 
   Wednesday 8:00 am and 5:00 pm  * 5pm Mass is follows by Our Lady of Sorrows Novena 
  School Mass is Tuesday at 8:45 am   
 

 Weekend Mass Schedule which fulfills Sunday Obligation : 
 Saturday   5:00 pm        Sunday   8:00 am, 10:00 am and 12:00 noon 
 

Reconciliation :    
Parish Reconciliation Service - March 19 at 7:00 pm 
Also Fridays at 3 pm and Saturdays following morning Mass 
There is no reconciliation on Good Friday or Holy Saturday  

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Located in the
heart of Downtown Wheaton

120 E Liberty Drive

(331) 806-3637
Positano-Ristorante.com
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