
At First Presbyterian Church of Richardson, we believe that God’s love is for everyone—without exception. We welcome all people to
worship, serve, and grow with us, regardless of race, ethnicity, gender identity, sexual orientation, age, physical or mental ability,

marital status, or economic circumstance. We affirm the worth and dignity of every person as a beloved child of God, created in God’s
image. As a church rooted in God’s grace, we seek to live with open hearts and open minds. We commit to being a safe and affirming

space for all, especially those who have been hurt or excluded by the church in the past. In our worship, our leadership, our fellowship,
and our service—we welcome you. We see you. We honor your full humanity. You are welcome here. You are not alone. You are loved.

Responding to God's love and grace, we WORSHIP with joy, NURTURE with faith, and SERVE others with love.

WORSHIP
FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT | FEBRUARY 22, 2026

“There Is Still Room” by Lauren Wright Pittman



DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS | Responsively

God’s grace is wild and unruly.
God’s mercy is abundant and surprising.
God’s love is expansive and unending.
So if you ask, “Holy One, am I forgiven?” the answer is and always will be:
     of course, of course, of course.
This is the good news of the gospel.
     Thanks be to God! Amen.

*PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST
The Peace of Christ be with you all.

And also with you.

*GLORIA PATRI | #581 “Glory Be to the Father”

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,
and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end. Amen, amen.

CALL TO CONFESSION and PRAYER OF CONFESSION | Unison
Loving God, somewhere along the way 
we picked up the message that in order to be faithful, we have to be serious. 
We have to pray on our knees without ceasing.
We have to be somber in worship and quiet in our studies.
We have to check our wiggles and our questions at the door.
But then you say the kingdom of God is like a mustard seed—unruly and untamed.
You turn water into wine—surprising and extravagant.
And all of a sudden, we wonder:
Can we be like that mustard seed? Can we be faithful and unruly?
Can we be playful and curious? Can we be messy and still be yours?
We know the answer already. The Spirit whispers: of course, of course, of course.
Forgive our doubt. Pull us closer into your embrace.

*CALL TO WORSHIP Julie Houpt, Liturgist
The good news of the gospel is:
     manna in the desert, water turned into wine,
     love after loss, forgiveness after pain.
The good news of the gospel is:
     release for the captive, hope for the hopeless,
     mourning turned to dancing, and strangers turned to friends.
So come on in. There’s no time to waste!
This surprising good news is here for you.
     Let us worship this good-news God.

*OPENING HYMN | #32 “I Sing the Mighty Power of God”

We Gather Around the Word
WELCOME Rev. Alice Hernandez

OPENING VOLUNTARY Wen Ling Chua, Guest Pianist

*Please stand in body or spirit



*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH | Unison
I believe in the good news of Jesus Christ.
It sounds like welcome and feels like home.
It sounds like laughter and feels like mercy.
It sounds like love and feels like a seat at the table,
so I believe in the good news of Jesus Christ.
I have seen it alive in the world.
And even when my heart aches, even when wars rage,
even when mercy feels out of reach,
I remember the one who welcomed the children and led with nonviolence.
I remember the one who cared for the vulnerable and inspired those around him.
I remember that the good news really is good news,
for I have seen it alive in the world.
Thanks be to God! Amen.

ORDINATION and INSTALLATION OF ELDERS | Questions to the Congregation
1.Do we, the members of First Presbyterian Church, accept John Fattaruso, Besty Gust, and

Connie Smith as elders, chosen by God through the voice of this congregation to lead us
in the way of Jesus Christ?

2.Do we agree to encourage them, to respect their decisions, and to follow as they guide us,
serving Jesus Christ who alone is Head of the Church?

LAYING ON OF HANDS and THE PRAYER OF ORDINATION

WELCOME OF NEW ELDERS

Words of Gratitude for Outgoing Elders | Miriam Durrett, Barbara Phillips, Mary Margaret Healy

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

We Proclaim the Word

SCRIPTURE  READING Amos 9:13-15
John 2:1-11

NRSV OT Pgs. 857-858
NRSV NT Pg. 93

Holy Wisdom, Holy Word
Thanks be to God.

SERMON Rev. Alice Hernandez

We Respond to the Word

*HYMN OF RESPONSE | #694 “Great God for Every Blessing”

TIME FOR TINY THEOLOGIANS
Children of all ages are welcome to join us up front for a brief children’s lesson. Children between the 

ages of 0-kindergarten are then welcome to go to the nursery following the lesson, or return to their seats.

Robin Smith
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We Are Sent Out to Bear the Word in the World

*BENEDICTION

*SENDING HYMN | #837 “What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine”

CLOSING VOLUNTARY Wen Ling Chua, Guest Pianist

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

LIFE OF THE CHURCH

CALL FOR OFFERING and OFFERTORY “Be Thou My Vision”
arr. Craig Courtney

Wen Ling Chua, Guest Pianist

*DOXOLOGY | #608 “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise Christ, all people here below;

praise Holy Spirit evermore;
praise Triune God, whom we adore.

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE and THE LORD’S PRAYER | Unison

Today’s liturgy was adapted from liturgy written by 
Rev. Sarah (Are) Speed | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org



For the full events
calendar that includes

our Community Partners,
please scan the QR code.

Sunday, February 22
Coffee Class: 9 am, A111
Present Word: 9 am, A109
Children’s Sunday School: 9-10:15 am, CE Building
Nursery: 9-11:30 am, CE Building
Worship: 10:30 am, Fellowship Hall
Ice Cream Meet & Greet with Pastor Sarah: After Worship, 
     Fellowship Hall

Monday, February 23
Faith Sharing: 1 pm, Library
Book Discussion Group: 2 pm, Library

Tuesday, February 24
Prayer Group: 6:30 am, Phone
Tuesday Morning Bible Study: 10 am, Library
Staff Meeting & Lunch: 12 pm, Conference Room; Library
Pastor’s Bible Study: 1:30 pm, Google Meet

Wednesday, February 25
Sometimers: 8-11 am
Handbell Rehearsal: 5:45-7:15 pm
Choir Rehearsal: 7:30-9 pm

Saturday, February 28
Taiwanese Ministry Bible Study: 2-4 pm, Library

Sunday, March 1
Coffee Class: 9 am, A111
Present Word: 9 am, A109
Children’s Sunday School: 9-10:15 am, CE Building
Nursery: 9-11:30 am, CE Building
Worship: 10:30 am, In-Person & Online
Book Club: 5 pm, Library

WEEK AT A GLANCE:




