

REQUIREMENTS AND ROLE OF GODPARENTS FOR THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
Taken from the Code of Canon Law (those laws which govern the Catholic Church)
[bookmark: 5]Canon #872 Insofar as possible, a person to be baptized is to be given a sponsor who assists an adult in Christian initiation or together with the parents presents an infant for baptism. 
A sponsor also helps the baptized person to lead a Christian life in keeping with baptism and to fulfill faithfully the obligations inherent in it.
[bookmark: 4.1.0.1.4.0.873][bookmark: 1R][bookmark: 1Y][bookmark: 1Z][bookmark: 22][bookmark: 23]Canon #873 There is to be only one male sponsor or one female sponsor or one of each.
[bookmark: 4.1.0.1.4.0.874][bookmark: 29][bookmark: 2A][bookmark: 2D][bookmark: 2F][bookmark: 2I][bookmark: 2K][bookmark: 2M]Canon #874 §1. To be permitted to take on the function of sponsor a person must:
[bookmark: 2Q][bookmark: 2W][bookmark: 2Z][bookmark: 32][bookmark: 34][bookmark: 36]1/ be designated by the one to be baptized, by the parents or the person who takes their place, or in their absence by the pastor or minister and have the aptitude and intention of fulfilling this function;
[bookmark: 3S][bookmark: 3U][bookmark: 3V][bookmark: 3X][bookmark: 4J]2/ have completed the sixteenth year of age, unless the diocesan bishop has established another age, or the pastor or minister has granted an exception for a just cause;
[bookmark: 4M][bookmark: 4Q][bookmark: 4U]3/ be a Catholic who has been confirmed and has already received the most holy sacrament of the Eucharist and who leads a life of faith in keeping with the function to be taken on;
[bookmark: 5L][bookmark: 5O][bookmark: 5P][bookmark: 5Q][bookmark: 5R][bookmark: 5T]4/ not be bound by any canonical penalty legitimately imposed or declared;
[bookmark: 5Y][bookmark: 60][bookmark: 66]5/ not be the father or mother of the one to be baptized.
[bookmark: 67][bookmark: 69][bookmark: 6A][bookmark: 6C][bookmark: 6F][bookmark: 6G][bookmark: 6H][bookmark: 6L][bookmark: 6Q][bookmark: 6R][bookmark: 6X][bookmark: 70]§2. A baptized person who belongs to a non-Catholic ecclesial community is not to participate except together with a Catholic sponsor and then only as a witness of the baptism.
IMPORTANT
The role of sponsor presumes that those chosen will have a significant influence in the future life of the child.  It is fitting that this person may eventually be chosen for Confirmation sponsor.
The sponsor (Godparent) must be a practicing Catholic in good standing with the Church.  Godparents must provide a sponsor certificate/letter from their parish indicating their eligibility to act as sponsor.

GODPARENT QUALIFICATIONS:
1. Catholic parties named as Godparents, including proxy godparents, must have the following to quality:
a. Be a current registered participating member of a Catholic church.
b. Received all sacraments: Baptism, Eucharist, and Confirmation.
c. [bookmark: _GoBack]If married, they must be married in a Catholic church by a Catholic priest/deacon or blessed by a priest.
d. Godparents/proxy Godparents must obtain a sponsor certificate/letter from their church, which testified to the above requirements.  The original certificate/letter must be provided to the parish office before the baptism.
2. One of the Godparents must be Catholic and provide a sponsor certificate/letter.  See “d” above.
a. If only one Godparent is a qualified Catholic per the above, the other can stand as a 
3. Christian Witness. Must be a non-Catholic and baptized as a non-Catholic.
a. Must obtain a copy of their Baptismal certificate and provide it to the parish office before the baptism.
b. A Catholic cannot stand as a Christian Witness.
4. There is to be only one male sponsor or one female sponsor or one of each

Delay in receiving Sponsor Certificates/letters will result in rescheduling of the baptism.

1. Baptisms are celebrated every Sunday of the month after the last Mass or during one of the weekend Masses.
2. No Baptisms are scheduled during Lent
3. Families are encouraged to attend the last Mass prior to the Baptism, otherwise please arrive fifteen minutes before the scheduled time.

If you have any questions, please call the parish office at (302) 999-0211.
