Living
With
Wildlife

TO HEAL HEARTS AND MINDS THROUGH
RESCUE, SANCTUARY, AND EDUCATION.
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Education & Experience Center

Endangered Animal
Native to Florida

* Ommnivore - eats
plants and insects

 Rarely drinks water

* Keystone speaes -
provides habitat to
360 other species




GCopher Tortoise

* Keystone Spedies - A species
that plays a critical part in
maintaining the structure an
ecosystem

Ecosystem - all of the living
things in a given area

interacting with each other
and their non-living
environment

* Theirexistence or absence
effects many otherorganisms
in the ecosystem.



Whatdo 1 do if |
encounter one?

Why does the tortoise cross the road?
* To gettothe other side -

help them cross - place them in
the direction they are ravelling

Education & Experience Center

e Don’t mess with their burrows or
relocate them

 Keep dogs away from them
* |If flipped upside down - turn them
over or they will die

* Basically, leave them alone!

FUN FACT: Burrow length average is 15’ & record length is over 47’ long!




Bobcat
(Lynx rufus)

* Livesin North
Americafrom

southern Canada
the middle of Mexic
* Huntanimalsupto 8

timestheirsize
(known to huntdee

in the Everglades

Carnivores - a consumer
that eats only other
animals




How is the Bobcat Identified?

Short “bobbed” tail

Education & Experience Center

Like to marktheirterritory



Florida Legal Status —

Native Species (Imperiled)

Education & Experience Center

* Unlesssick orinjured they
are generally elusive & non-
aggressive to people

# © Thereis alegal hunting
' season in Florida or they can
be taken as a “nuisance”

 (Can be shotwith landowner’s
consentor permission

 Euthanasia of a live captured
bobcat is prohibited & it must
be released

'» Use of deterrentsis
recommended for control

-
N
&

T — \
—r
< -
=-
-~ -
W 2

. -

- N

~ i -

x il i

LA b AP - -

T \ -

S ) -
N ATy -
ol e “

S/
'Y .
VE

A
——

FUN FACT: Bobcats help control other pest species like rats.




\Ways to deter Bobcats

Education & Experience Center

 Don’tdirectly feed bobcats or other wildlife
— they are a prey species

 Hazea bobcat with loud noises: yelling, air
horns, throwing rocks towards (not at) the
bobcat

* Secure dumpsters & garbage from rodents
who are prey

* House farm animals in secure enclosures
(six-sided)

e Random movements: use an “air dancer”
or balloons filled with helium

FUN FACT: Bobcats help control other pest species like rats.




Alligator
(Alligator mississippiensis)

. \[af }
+ Live from southeast g |
Oklahoma and east Texas GoGiESe i SN V2

to North Carolina and
Florida in the east. They
prefer lakes, rivers and
wetlands.

Opportunistic feeders -

eats what is available.

Baby alligators eat 4 1 g B, @7
insects, amphibians, small e T ey e
fish, and other — T I I A s kY
Invertebrates. Adults eat

shakes, fish, turtles, The Floridarecord for lengthisa
birds, and small mammals 14 foot 3-1/2inch male.




Whatdo 1 do if |
encounter one?

* Enjoy them from boardwalks and
wildlife viewing areas.

* [t'sillegal to feed wild alligators.
They become used to people and
become nuisances

 Keep small pets away from them

* |f you have a close encounterwith
an alligator a few yards away, back
away slowly.

 Time OUT - leave them alonel
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FUN FACT: Alligators can run up to 35 miles per hour

for short distances on land.




Coyote

(Canis latrans)

Once only lived in the prairies and
deserts of North America.

Today lives in forests, mountains,
farmlands, suburbs, even cities.

Now classified as “Native” in
Florida & can be released

How are they able to survive
in so many different habitats?
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Omnivores: Eat meat and plants
Opportunistic eaters

Can live alone, in mated pairs, or
in a pack

Use multiple hunting strategies

Secretive and smart
Have a tolerance for humans




Education & Experience Center

If a coyote approaches stand your
ground & actscary - wave & make
noises to scare it away

Walk pets at othertimes than dusk &
dawn & always accompany pets out

Carry noise makers: air horn, pebbles
in a can, penniesin a can, etc.

Make sure the coyote runs away & not
justa short distance, otherwise it may
learn to wait out the distraction

Coyotes will have larger litters the
next year if you try toremove them

FUN FACT: Coyotes have been known to breed with wolves.
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4 (Puma concolor)

A subspecies of the pumathat
onlylivesin Florida

e Catwiththe most names:
cougar, mountainlion, panther,
puma, painter, screamer,
Nittany lion

 Criticallyendangered

* Largestcatthatcan purr
» Alwaystan NEVER black

 How have human activities
impacted this species?

FUN FACT: Panthers, Cougars, Mountain Lions,
are all the same species.
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* |nthe 1980s only 20-30
panthers were left in the
wild

 Today: 100- 160 wild
panthers exist

e Each one needs 200
square miles to roam

Everyindividualis critical
to species survival!

FUN FACT: Can live 20 years in captivity.




Living near Panthers

Ko/
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 Secure garbage cans & farm
(prey) animals

 Motion deterrent: Air Dancer
has been proven effective out
West due to the random
movements & noises

 Don’trun if you encounter one
- stand your ground & get as
big and noisy as possible

FUN FACT: AirDancersareas cheapas $35




RACCOONS
(Procyon lotor)

e - - One of the mostintelligent Florida
mammals

Love to play in trash cans & feeders

Considered a rabies-vector species so
DO NOT handle or pick up (even
babies)

Just because you seethem during the
day does not mean that they are sick

If you run across a baby, don’t
assume it is orphaned & please do
call a wildlife rehabber who knows
how to handle them for release
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FUN FACT: Raccoons wash theirfood to activate nerve sensorsin their
paws sothey can determine whatthey are eating.



Mischievous Guest?

* Will enter houses through petdoors so
lock them or have radio activated doors

 Don’tfeed wildlife, squirrels or birds and
not expect the raccoons to come a-calling

* Gardens are attractive to raccoons

» Difficultto getrid of them once they have
settled intoan area

« Storefoodin secure containers in garage
* Pick upfallen fruit, nuts and bird seed



SKUNKS

(Spilogale putorius &
Mephitis mephitis)

_ « Don'tliveinthe Keys
7.+ Cansprayyou from 15’ away

e Chief predatoris the Great Horned
Owl

* Usually active at night

 Attracted by insects commonlyin
lawns, fruit trees, gardens or
where food scraps are kept

» Considered a rabies-vector species

* Livein brush piles, wood piles &
areas with high grass

Live 8-10 years in captivity
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Deterring a skunk...

 Keep lawn mowed and clear of
piles or debris

 Keep food secured in garage
* |Install bright lights in yard
* Use obnoxious odors

e Citrus peels are a natural
repellent

Motion activated sprinklers

FUN FACT: tomato juice may help remove the smell

from pets attacked by skunks.



Other Florida Residents

This Photo CC BY

BATS...SQUIRRELS...SNAKES...SKINKS...ALL WILDLIFE MATTERS!


http://www.uniprot.org/taxonomy/35024
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
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For more information:



https://myfwc.com/conservation/you-conserve/wildlife/

HOW CAN | HELP?

«s,, /TOLUNTEER DONATE ADOPT FOSTER

ba > shywolfsanctuary.org
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