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«A snapshot...
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Original situation: sandy sediments

Offshore wind farm: artificial hard substrates
« Habitat diversity
« Often closed for shipping (incl. fisheries)

- Artificial Reef Effect
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 Why?
* Artificial reef effect
 Reduced demand for space
 Why not?
» Lack of spatial access

* Location & country dependant

Multi-use OWF & fisheries 10.12.2025
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Ecological knowledge

Financing

Safety and navigation risks

Insurance costs

Multi-use OWF & fisheries 10.122025 Sl A
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Participation and information sharing

Feasibility research

Licensing (improved EIA)

Environmental monitoring

Multi-use OWF & fisheries 10.12.2025

Passive fisheries Seaweed aquaculture Shellfish aquaculture

© H. Gheerardyn, for North Sea Foundation, 2022



* Multi-use zones? (instead of OWF)

* Improved environmental assessments (SEA/EIA)

* Planning phase: co-design!

Multi-use OWF & fisheries

10.12.2025

Belgian MSP 2026-
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Improved environmental assessments

The Ocean Multi-use Assessment Framework Stakeholder engagement

Early stages: context and priorities Prediction stages: impact and meaningftulness
1 Identification of key possible Assessed pillars: 2 Prediction of impacts Assessed pillars:
impacts ' Environment l *  Environment
f Societ | s Societ
- - Assessment of y

Scoping for possible impacts

4

Description of technical, social,
economic, environmental
and legal baseline

meaningfulness of impacts

||

Identification of
optimisation measures

|

Description of (multi-use)
project scenarios

suolilbinbay pub Abojouysaj :suonpuod buijgoul

T Reporting stages: assessment and review

Audit and monitoring stages 3
5 Decision stage UNITED assessment reporting:

Audit of predictions and 4 — : environmental, and social

optimisation measures Decision-making: T l

- adoption/refusal of , I l
T multi-use project Review by involved Review by competent
Post-decision monitoring stakeholders authorities

Van Gerven & Kerkhove et al., 2025
Multi-use OWF & fisheries 10.12.2025
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