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Haaliste river, credit, Ilmar Roosmaa, 
www.Soomaa.com



WHAT IS AN 
OPEN 

SCIENCE?

WHAT ARE 
WE, RIVER 

UNIVERSITY?

HOW CAN WE 
ENSURE 

OPEN 
SCIENCE 

WITHIN RIVER 
ECOLOGY 

through River 
Uni? 

RIVER UNIVERSITY 2022

OPEN QUESTIONS TO US:



Credits: Agnieszka Czajka, Silesian University, 2nd edition of River University, Lithuania

Click –
video!












Do I do 
this?





Th is  w h a t  Rive r  
Un ive r s it y d oe s



Picture here

d a t a  t h a t  ca n  b e  fr e e ly u se d , r e -u se d  a n d  
r e d is t r ib u t e d  b y a n yon e  - su b je ct  on ly, a t  m ost , t o  

t h e  r e q u ir e m e n t  t o  a t t r ib u t e  a n d  sh a re a like .

Op e n  d a t a

FAIR is  n o t  t h e  e q u iva le n t  o f op e n , 
b u t  op e n  n e e d s  t o  b e  FAIR t o  b e  
u se fu l

❌ Ma kin g you r  d a t a / so ft w a re  
fr e e ly a n d  op e n ly a va ila b le  d oe s  
n o t  t r a n s la t e  t o  it  b e in g r e u sa b le ! 

FAIR vs  Op e n

St a n d s  fo r  Fin d a b le , Acce ss ib le , In t e rop e ra b le  a n d  
Re u sa b le .

“FAIR m e a n s  t h in k in g a b ou t  t h e  p e op le  w h o  cou ld  b e n e fit  
from  you r  d a t a ,”

As op e n  a s  p oss ib le , a s  close d   a s  n e ce ssa ry”

Fa ir  d a t a

To d o  so , w e  n e e d  cle a r , d e t a ile d  
con t e xt u a l in fo rm a t ion  a n d  d a t a  
d e scr ip t ion .

Id e a lly you  w a n t  FAIR 
d a t a / so ft w a re / con t e n t  
sh a re d  op e n ly!

❌ Usin g w ork  sh a re d  w it h  a n  op e n  
lice n se  w it h ou t  a t t r ib u t ion  CAN BE
le ga l, b u t  is  s t ill a  vio la t ion  o f 
a ca d e m ic e t h ics .

“Op e n  sou rce  so ft w a re  is  so ft w a re  
t h a t  ca n  b e fr e e ly u se d , m od ifie d , 
a n d  sh a re d  (in  b o t h  m od ifie d  a n d  
u n m od ifie d  fo rm ) b y a n yon e . “

No  lice n se  = No  a cce ss
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http://opensource.org/definition


BE FAIR!

RIVER UNIVERSITY 2022

1. Deposit your data where others can find it, keep in mind where your peers can find it, 
i.e. field specific repository and give it a stable unique identifier (PID).

2. Make your data & metadata accessible via standard means such as http/API

3. Create metadata and explain in detail what this data is about, never assume people know!

4. Deposit metadata with PID and make it available with/out data i.e. in case data itself is heavily
protected.

5. Include information on ownership and provenance.

6.Outline what the reusers of your data are/not allowed to do, use clear license. 
Commonly  used licenses like MIT or Creative Commons (keep in mind funders requirements).

7.Specify access conditions, if authentication or authorization is required.

8. Describe your data in a standardized fashion using agreed terminology and vocabulary. 

9. Share the data in preferred & open file formats.

10. Start the process early on!



Is the science open nowadays?

Credits: Agnieszka Czajka, Silesian University, 2nd edition of River University, Lithuania

Click –
video!








Vision:

Open and international, interdisciplinary River 
University, 

sharing river/freshwater ecosystems knowledge via 
open access, wide availability and understandable
science platform in the Baltic Sea Region (BSR) & 

Europe,
for variety of participants - river stakeholders.

River University supports institutional and official 
knowledge, collaborating with existing universities 

across Europe.
Picture here
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Value: 

contribution to the improvement of BSR’s waters 
condition; 

environmental stewardship; 
shared sense of responsibility around water 

management; 
supporting the official education

Colorful river basins in the Baltic Sea region and countries RU was hosted so far.



2018 2 0 2 0 2 0 2 1 2 0 2 2

2 0 2 3 2 0 2 4 2 0 2 5
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Pilot – testing, Poland
Investments on large rivers

1st, Poland (online) 
River continuity, healthy 
rivers

2nd, Lithuania (live!)
River basin management

3rd, Estonia (live)
Flood management risk, 
entering Nature Positive 
Universities cooperation, Open 
science 

River University: our timeline

… … … …



Cooperation with universities RIVER UNIVERSITY 2022

Warsaw University of Life Sciences,
University of Lausanne,
Leibniz-Institute of Freshwater 
Ecology and Inland Fisheries (IGB),
University of Silesia,
Vytautas Magnus University,
Lithuanian Environmental 
Protection Agency,
Kaunas University of Technology,
Klaipėda University,
- …

https://www.sggw.edu.pl/en/
https://www.unil.ch/central/en/home.html
https://www.igb-berlin.de/en
http://english.us.edu.pl/
https://www.vdu.lt/en/
https://aad.lrv.lt/en/
https://en.ktu.edu/
https://www.ku.lt/en/


to make the river 
science more 

open and 
understandable 

for all of us, 
citizens!

Do we  m ee t  ou r  a im ?

To make the 
River University 

more useful, 
open, connecting 

environments 
and river 

stakeholders 
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💦💦 🌢🌢
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THANK YOU,
Le t ’s  m e e t  b y t h e  r ive r !

Co organized by

Fund e d  b y

The content of this document is the sole responsibility of CCBand can under no circumstances be regarded as reflecting the position of the funders.

EWA LEŚ
evvales@gmail.com

LinkedIn, ResearchGate

M O R E I N F O R M ATI O N S :  CCB River University 💦💦

mailto:evvales@gmail.com
https://www.linkedin.com/in/ewales/
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Ewa-Les-2
https://www.ccb.se/river-university


Sou rce s :
1. Op e n  Life  Scie n ce  cou r se  I graduated in 2021
2. Rive r  Un ive r s it y materials 
3. Op e n  Scie n ce  |  Eu rop e a n  Com m iss ion  (e u rop a .e u )
4. Op e n  Scie n ce  - t a lt e ch .e e
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Agn ie szka Cza jka

https://openlifesci.org/
https://www.ccb.se/river-university
https://ec.europa.eu/info/research-and-innovation/strategy/strategy-2020-2024/our-digital-future/open-science_en#:%7E:text=Open%20science%20is%20a%20policy%20priority%20for%20the,improves%20the%20quality%2C%20efficiency%20and%20responsiveness%20of%20research.
https://taltech.ee/en/library/open-science
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