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1. Motivation

Why this project?
• Plastic Pollution in the Baltic Sea Region

• 50% of plastic produced is designed for 
single-use purposes [1]

• 70 % of marine litter originates from single-
use plastic [1]

• Microplastic 

• Approximately one-third is recycled [2]

• Over 40% sent to energy recovery [2]

• Almost a quarter is landfilled [2]

• Harmful additives leaching into the 
environment

End of life Scenarios of Plastic Items

References: 
[1] https://www.unep.org/interactives/beat-plastic-pollution/?lang=EN
[2] https://plasticseurope.org/knowledge-hub/plastics-the-facts-2021/

https://www.unep.org/interactives/beat-plastic-pollution/?lang=EN
https://plasticseurope.org/knowledge-hub/plastics-the-facts-2021/
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Motivation

BALTIPLAST in a nutshell
• The project Baltic Approaches to Handling 

Plastic Pollution under a Circular Economy 
Context aims to reduce single-use plastics (SUP) 
and plastic packaging in the Baltic Sea Region

• Diverse consortium of key actors in the plastic 
waste value chain uniting 6 countries of the BSR

• The project will test and deploy solutions with 
the support of the 18 project partners, 6 
associated organizations, and work with local 
authorities, NGOs, and businesses to maximize 
the benefits for the Baltic Sea Region
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Project Objectives

SPECIFIC OBJECTIVES

1. Support municipalities – to develop and implement strategic

& legal frameworks for plastic reduction

2. Provide practical tools for public entities and businesses for

reducing plastic

3. Provide technical solutions for harmonization of different

categories of plastic waste processing/separating/recycling

4. Provide guidance for consumers across BSR to reduce single-

use plastic use and plastic packaging

MAIN OBJECTIVE

Identify, test and deploy
concrete management
solutions to handle and
reduce flow of plastic
waste to the BSR
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Communication and behavior change

SchoolsMunicipal 
Administrations

HouseholdsLocal 
Businesses

Target groups
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What Makes this Project Stand out?

Applicability

Strongly 
oriented 
towards the 
challenges 
faced by 
municipalities.

Piloting

The solutions 
developed on 
all 4 levels, will 
be tested and 
implemented in 
a minimum of 3 
municipalities.

Durability

The outcomes 
of the project 
will be stored 
on a digital 
platform to 
ensure 
upkeeping after 
the project’s 
end.

Educating

The outcomes 
will be shaped 
into a training 
material, to 
maximize its 
accessibility 
beyond the 
project’s 
border. 
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Main outcomes of the 
project

1. The BALTIPLAST package of solutions for
reducing single-use plastics and plastic packaging.
It is based on four key measures that we
implement and test during the project. Their
importance is demonstrated by evaluating their
environmental impact

Adobe Stock

2. BALTIPLAST Plastic Waste Management
Platform, an online user-friendly environment
acting as a solution hub for municipalities, schools,
businesses and households
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The project BALTIPLAST co-financed by Interreg Baltic Sea Region helps driving the 
transition to a green and resilient Baltic Sea region.

Contacts:
Walter.Leal2@haw-hamburg.de (Project Supervisor)

Jelena.Barbir@haw-hamburg.de (Project Coordinator)

Andrea.Dobri@haw-hamburg.de (Communication Manager)

Estefania.Carpio@haw-hamburg.de (Project Manager)

Brosnar.Lopezrodriguez@haw-hamburg.de (Project Manager)

Follow us on 

Social Media

Head to our 
website

mailto:Walter.Leal2@haw-hamburg.de
mailto:Walter.Leal2@haw-hamburg.de
mailto:Jelena.Barbir@haw-hamburg.de
mailto:Andrea.Dobri@haw-hamburg.de
mailto:Estefania.Carpio@haw-hamburg.de
mailto:Brosnar.lopezrodriguez@haw-hamburg.de
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Key facts about plastic pollution and 

its impact on the Baltic Sea & 

Introduction to the Baltiplast project 
results

Eugeniy Lobanov

CCB Hazards Working Area leader

Eugeniy.Lobanov@ccb.se

23.10.2025

mailto:Eugeniy.Lobanov@ccb.se


Plastics production



Chemicals in plastics

European Environment Agency



Plastic production & chemicals

Source: IPEN



GHG emissions from plastics are growing 



SUPs significantly contribute to emissions and marine 
pollution

Environmental and climate costs per use are very high when compared to 
reusable alternatives.

SUP plastic items have very short functional life span.



Baltic Sea Region: where plastics, climate and  intersect



Baltic Sea region: where plastics and climate intersect

Single-use plastics dominate Baltic marine litter.

HELCOM’s assessment shows plastic litter—incl. single-use items—makes up 32–
93% of counted beach litter items across sub-basins.



Where plastics in the Baltic Sea come from

Source: Katare, Yasharth & Singh, Prashant & Singh Sankhla, Mahipal & Singhal, Muskan & Jadhav, Ekta & Parihar, Kapil & Nikalje, Bhagyashri & 
Trpathi, Ashutosh & Bhardwaj, Leena. (2021). Microplastics in Aquatic Environments: Sources, Ecotoxicity, Detection & Remediation. 
Biointerface Research in Applied Chemistry.



Deposition of 
visible plastics 
in the Baltic Sea

Source: Schernewski, G., Radtke, H., Robbe, E. et al. Emission,
Transport, and Deposition of visible Plastics in an Estuary and the
Baltic Sea—a Monitoring and Modeling Approach. Environmental
Management 68, 860–881 (2021)



Baltiplast: project results

Source: https://interreg-baltic.eu/project/baltiplast/



Baltiplast: educational kit for municipalities

Go to www.dl4sd.org and select BALTIPLAST

http://www.dl4sd.org/


Baltiplast: guidebook for businesses

https://interreg-baltic.eu/project-posts/baltiplast/small-actions-pay-off-the-baltiplast-guidebook/

https://interreg-baltic.eu/project-posts/baltiplast/small-actions-pay-off-the-baltiplast-guidebook/


Baltiplast: educational events



Baltiplast: guide for consumers

https://interreg-baltic.eu/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/RZ_Guide-for-Consumers-_BaltiPlast_01_24.pdf

https://interreg-baltic.eu/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/RZ_Guide-for-Consumers-_BaltiPlast_01_24.pdf


Baltiplast: awareness-raising campaign

#baltiplastcampaign



Needed actions in the Baltic Sea Region

- Prioritise prevention & reuse
- Design for durability and recyclability 
- Implement microplastics & pellet-lose controls 
- Push for a strong Global Plastics Treaty

Source: Plastic pellets, @Seas at Risk

https://seas-at-risk.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/Granules_plastiques_industriels_sur_une_plage_de_la_cote_Aquitaine-scaled-1-1920x700.jpg
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Strategies for 
reduced plastic 
use
Eva Kruse, City of Västerås, Sweden

2025-10-23



Västerås action plan for 
sustainable plastic use

 Explanatory text 

 30 activities with responsible committees 

 Guides for different areas of activity 

 Follow-up 

 2023 – 2025 

 Sustainable use of plastics - Västerås

STRATEGIES FOR REDUCING PLASTIC USE IN MUNICIPALITIES



BALTIPLAST
 Reduce the use of single-use plastics 

 Improve the management of plastic packaging

 Innovative collection and management of 
plastic waste

 2023 – 2025

 https://interreg-baltic.eu/project/baltiplast/

STRATEGIES FOR REDUCING PLASTIC USE IN MUNICIPALITIES



Join a project or 
initiative
 Helps drive the work forward

 The municipality gets help from knowledgeable partners

 Possible funding

 Contacts with other municipalities

STRATEGIES FOR REDUCING PLASTIC USE IN MUNICIPALITIES

Action plan 

Sustainable use 

of plastics

Baltiplast



Create a strategic
document
 A strategic document that has been politically decided gives 

more weight to the work

 Support from managers is one of the most important success 
factors

STRATEGIES FOR REDUCING PLASTIC USE IN MUNICIPALITIES



Conduct an 
inventory

STRATEGIES FOR REDUCING PLASTIC USE IN MUNICIPALITIES

• Find out what plastic you use

• Set reduction goals

• Implement actions

• Make a new inventory

• No quick fix



The Plastic Inventory Tool

STRATEGIES FOR REDUCING PLASTIC USE IN MUNICIPALITIES



Inventory of what is purchased for 
operations (kg/year)

• Visits to three schools

• Inventory in purchasing systems

+ Interesting differences

-Time-consuming

STRATEGIES FOR REDUCING PLASTIC USE IN MUNICIPALITIES



Inventory of 
plastic waste 
in offices
Simple list

Kitchenettes
Other plastic waste

Poll

What plastic do you use? 
What can you reduce?

Discussion

+ quick and easy

-chance

STRATEGIES FOR REDUCED PLASTIC USE IN MUNICIPALITIES



Behavioural change 
starts 
with personal 
commitment

STRATEGIES FOR REDUCING PLASTIC USE IN MUNICIPALITIES



Work with the 
procurement

STRATEGIES FOR REDUCING PLASTIC USE IN MUNICIPALITIES

• Set requirements for packaging, materials, etc

• Make sure there are options

• Dialogue with suppliers



Reducing SUP 
at green event
 Offered reusable plates and bowls instead of

single-use

 10 000 portions served on reusable

 Reduction of 454 kg CO2e

 42 % reduction of plastic waste on ground
(2024-2025)

 Guide to be published

STRATEGIES FOR REDUCING PLASTIC USE IN MUNICIPALITIES



Thanks!
Eva Kruse

eva.kruse@vasteras.se

021-39 74 07

2025-09-11
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Uncover the Tools and Insights 
Behind a Plastic-Free Baltic Sea 
on our Platform!
Online | 23.10.2025

Andrea Dobri

https://interreg-baltic.eu/project/baltiplast/



No plastic waste, no wasted words — let’s 
roll the video and see how it all comes 

together!



Discovering the Platform

www.dl4sd.org1. Go to

BALTIPLAST from the list2. Select

“Create new account” (or log in if you already have one).3. Click

Your details4. Fill in
• Tick "I’m not a robot"
• Accept the site policy

your email and confirm your registration5. Check 

Enrol me to interact with the content6. Click 

Tip
Save your username and password

for future use!
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Where to find the platform?
Head to www.dl4sd.org
• The platfrom is hosted Digital Learning for Sustainable 

Developement web-based page

• Once you access the above link, select the BALTIPLAST tab 
from the list: 

Or scan the 

QR code

https://dl4sd.org/
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How to register?
Create your free account to interact with all 
materials and unlock the full experience.
• You will be automatically redirected to the registration page

• Select „Create new account“ or log In directly if you already used the platform

Add your details 
if you are a 
returning visitor.

Click here if you are 
new to the platform.
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After creating your account
Get started today—enroll now for quick access 
whenever you need it!
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4. What can I find on the platform?
Get started today—enroll now for quick access 
whenever you need it!

1. Navigation 
bar

2. General 
overview and 
welcome note

3. Interactive 
sections to 
discover our 
solutions & 
EduKit
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The project BALTIPLAST co-financed by Interreg Baltic Sea Region helps driving the 
transition to a green and resilient Baltic Sea region.

Contacts:
Walter.Leal2@haw-hamburg.de (Project Supervisor)

Jelena.Barbir@haw-hamburg.de (Project Coordinator)

Andrea.Dobri@haw-hamburg.de (Communication Manager)

Estefania.Carpio@haw-hamburg.de (Project Manager)

Brosnar.Lopezrodriguez@haw-hamburg.de (Project Manager)

Follow us on 

Social Media

Head to our 
website

mailto:Walter.Leal2@haw-hamburg.de
mailto:Walter.Leal2@haw-hamburg.de
mailto:Jelena.Barbir@haw-hamburg.de
mailto:Andrea.Dobri@haw-hamburg.de
mailto:Estefania.Carpio@haw-hamburg.de
mailto:Brosnar.lopezrodriguez@haw-hamburg.de

