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About ZWL
● Founded in 2018
● 51 members (4 businesses)
● Promoting legislative changes, discussing
● Public information, educating
● Collaboration with companies (lectures, 

consultations on product and packaging 
development)

● Materials and guidelines for manufacturers, 
e.g.Sustainable packaging guide for 
manufacturers

● Research and other projects



Is Latvia greenest country in 
the world?



7th of March - the 
date when the 
planet's annual 
biocapacity budget 
would be used up if 
everyone on Earth 
lived at the same 
level of consumption 
as the residents of 
that particular 
country.

https://overshoot.footprintnetwork.org/newsro
om/country-overshoot-days/ 

https://overshoot.footprintnetwork.org/newsroom/country-overshoot-days/
https://overshoot.footprintnetwork.org/newsroom/country-overshoot-days/
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What are we throwing out? (read - over consuming)

Data from 2021 show that 461 
kg of household waste was 
generated per capita in Latvia 
(350 kg in 2013), of which 242 
kg were disposed of in landfills.

Statistics | Eurostat (europa.eu)

https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/view/env_wasmun$defaultview/default/table?lang=en


Food waste

Data from 2024 shows:
- an average of 144 kg of food 

waste per capita;
- the largest amount - generated 

in households - 85.8 kg per 
capita.

https://wastetoresources.kem.gov.lv 

https://wastetoresources.kem.gov.lv/en/news/a-study-has-been-conducted-on-the-amount-of-food-waste-generated-in-latvia-in-2024


More than 50% of 
plastic was produced 
after 2005.

Plastic consumption 
has increased 20 
times globally since 
the 1950s.

Plastic
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Any chance for solution?
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Sorted ≠ recycled
● Glass - exported

● PET
● HDPE
● LDPE
● PP – partly, mostly from 

manufacturers, not 
households



Any chance for 
better solution?
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What is 
LIFE Waste To Resources IP 
project?

LIFE Waste to Resources IP introduces targeted 
measures to reduce waste generation by 
promoting re–use of resources, improving waste 
flow control, reducing negative environmental 
impacts and the carbon footprint of the economy

Implementation period 2022-2028





Everything that is now “waste” 
has earlier been produced and sold



Thank you!
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