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CCB´s Guiding recommendations 
for Source-to-Sea restoration
in Riverine, Coastal and Marine ecosystems

CCB positions reflected in these materials are not automatically transferred and do not 
reflect HAVs position on these topics



Development of CCB´s restoration 

guidelines

 An effort of CCB´s NGO network: Member 

Organisations (WA BIO, EUTRO and 

MARITIME), led by CCB Secretariat

 Bring key points for consideration for 

Member States for NRPs development 

(deadline: September 2026)

 Source-to-sea restoration (Baltic Sea 

catchment area) – various HELCOM WGs

https://www.ccb.se/publication/Guiding-Recommendations-for-Source-to-Sea-Restoration-2025



CCB´s main guiding recommendations 

for source-to-sea restoration

1
Source-to-sea approach and ecological connectivity must be 
considered.

2 NRPs must include measures for all ecosystems and be site-, habitat-, 
and species-specific (multiple benefits prioritized)

3 Restoration efforts should be linked and contribute to EU and Baltic 
Sea policy goals and legal obligations (BSAP, MSFD, etc.)

4 Need for active and passive restoration with effective management, 
securing long-term outcomes 

5 Implement firm monitoring practices to follow the state of both 
passive and active restoration areas (incl. effects of wider stressors)



6
Implement continuous genetic and biome mapping and 
sampling, and refine restoration practices

7
Follow a coherent approach at the regional level and 
generate synergies among MS and NRPs. 

8 Set ambitious, clear, and achievable targets, ensuring effective 
use of resources and coordination

9 Source-to-sea restoration to be seen as a climate-related 
policy (carbon stocks and sink capacity)

10
Secure long-term financing for NRR implementation at national 
and regional levels to support conservation and restoration 
actions.

Involve civil society through citizen science and engagement 
actions in monitoring and restoration practices.

11



Ecosystem-specific 

recommendations

* Appendix I. Complementary information 
for riverine restoration 

*



Considerations for successful restoration

Challenges and solutions: 

•Lack of financial support, best-available techniques, harmonised data, 

Member States ambitions and introduction of new ecosystems

Considerations for long-term restoration

•Coherence of NRPs and clear regional approach is key

•MSP to support securing long-term outcomes and reducing conflicts 

•MPA and strictly protected areas (prevent degradation, maintain 

connectivity, improve adaptability, sustain restoration success)

•NRPs to address reporting needs and monitoring mechanisms 

•Stakeholder engagement and long-term funding 



Other appendixes

 NRR timeline matching with BSAP targets (2025-2050)

 List of NRR habitats and species in the Baltic Sea catchment area (riverine, 

coastal, marine ecosystems)



The HELCOM Session was invited to:

 Note CCB´s Guiding Recommendations on source-to-sea restoration and 

reflect on their contribution to the development of a HELCOM Restoration 

Action Plan and HELCOM´s role in aiding NRR implementation;

 Share progress on the development on NRPs, including considerations for 

source-to-sea restoration;

 Consider and discuss the need for collaboration with other relevant 

HELCOM WGs for riverine, coastal and marine restoration, as well as how a 

potential regional common understanding on restoration will consider the 

entire catchment area.



Visualisation: 

Baltic Sea with and without 

Baltic Sea Action Plan



Thank you!
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