
water security & 
resilience;

sourceToSea;

transboundary 
waters;

water diplomacy

Ewa Leś



River University - program background:

Vision: cross-sectoral, international, interdisciplinary, outdoor
River University, sharing river/freshwater ecosystems
knowledge in understandable way in the Baltic Sea Region,
European and Eastern Partnership countries for river
stakeholders. It supports institutional and official knowledge
collaborating with universities across Europe.

Motivation: to learn & teach about the freshwater
ecosystems while being outdoor; to fill the gaps in

Value: contribution to the improvement of BSR condition;
environmental stewardship; shared sense of responsibility
around water management; supporting the official education;
particular cases (also the transboundary ones) to practise on in
the host-countries, …



https://videopress.com/v/x0IlvH8j

https://videopress.com/v/x0IlvH8j
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2018 - 2020 - 2021 - 2022 - 2023 - 2024 - 2025- …





River University journey

Structure: 

5 days of riverine lectures and 
field trips;

Onsite, each year in different 
country;

Experiencing rivers by:

walking, rafting, kayaking,

barefoot experiencing, …





6th, Lithuania
Freshwater biodiversity, sustainable 
nature tourism, River University 
development

5th, Poland/Ukraine
water security in Ukraine, recovery 
and restoration of water sector



Estonia: The country with a 'fifth season' - BBC Travel

https://www.bbc.com/travel/article/20210322-estonias-unlikely-fifth-season


Special mentions and acknowledgements:

Coalition Clean 
Baltic: supporting my 
concept from the 
start

Hosts of the 
editions

My expert 
colleagues: Paweł 
Pawlaczyk, Ewa Sufin 
and many others

https://hackmd.io/@openlifesci/grad-guide#Special-mentions-and-acknowledgements


Co-shaping River University: feel invited!

💦💦Interested in collaboration with/on CCB’s River University?

💦💦Joining as participant, lecturer, scientist, practitioner, contributor?

💦💦In for co-developing the initiative in your country?

LINKS: pilot 2018 particular editions

canvas, roadmap, vision 

Contact me: Ewa Leś

ewa.les@ccb.se, Ewa Leś | LinkedIn

https://ccb.se/?event=rivers-green-summer-academy-session-on-transboundary-rivers-and-inland-navigation-regulation-of-rivers
https://www.ccb.se/river-university
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/139QdCRkf4U6hVIqinhe5H6QlyxeVUHHrrFQ8c3TbGMo/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/14eth7NTWj9uAuHUHL6kEUQF8xZOzKOwQobiJmejR43w/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1gsQBRs37bIfq2dpZhjq0dW-cmDMokF8V/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=116292391150117225633&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://www.linkedin.com/in/ewales/
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