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Schematically, the science-policy
gap is defined as the difference in
levels of confidence for a given
scientific finding expressed by the
scientific community and society.

Realistically, the science-policy
gap is more than an
information gap; the extent to
which society's level of
confidence in a theory or model
lags behind that of the
scientific community depends
on other significant factors.
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The inconsistency and psychological discomfort of cognitive
dissonance can be reduced by changing one's beliefs, values, or
behavior.

Dissonance can be avoided by rejecting or avoiding information
that challenges belief systems or by interpreting dissonant
information in a biased way.
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Communicating uncertainties from scientists to other actors in a policy debate allows the
other actors to co-assess the quality of technical expertise and co-produce the relevant
evidence. Communication may also be aimed at raising awareness among actors



Communicating strategies : INTERACTION

Persuasive communication Dialogical learning Oppositional

modes to action
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""I've hired this musician to play a sad melody while
I give you a sob story why 1 didn’t do my homework. Let's begin our meeting. . . everybody talk, oo gt “I’m still not sure HOW it happened. One minute, we
It's actually quite effective. nobody listen." We are communicati ng better were bouncing ideas off each other, and the next thing I
but we are still not out of the woods.” knew, we were using furniture instead.”
Understanding one another’s perspectives . = 5
donvince others by presenting your better through open dialog and by encouraging ReaChlng d mUtually DIStanCIng and
£ . learning on all sides. Dialogical learning may . ® Sk
perspective ars] a'lcqt.rlactlve and el e S e, e e beneficial and av0|d|ng each other
worthwhile. support for management actions, or at least . . . .
reduce resistance against actions. Integratlve agreement Or trylng tO Impose
that makes sense your perspective
from multiple upon others by

perspectives force



Communicating strategies : COPING STRATEGIES

Preparing for the worst

Adopting robust solutions

Developing resilience

Adopting flexible
solutions
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[ I thought it would save

time if | just camped here

Limiting potential negative
consequences (controlling
damage) of the case scenario
(i.e. being conservative or
precautionary)
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Adopt strategies that perform well
under multiple scenarios. This may
mean adopting multiple measures
(diversifying solutions) to ensure that
one or more will be effective under each
of the possible scenarios

WAS GOING TO GET A PELOTON,
UT MY MANAGER SAID T NEEDED
O BUILD RESILIENCE.

® marketoonist

Developing “the capacity” of a system to
absorb recurrent disturbances, such as
natural disasters, so as to retain essential
structures, processes and feedbacks

“If anyone can get us out of our rut,
it’s Ole Dinosaur here.”

Choosing flexible
management strategies,
which can be adapted to
future changes. This may
include adopting measures
that are feasible within the
timeframe of an unfolding
potentially damaging event
and that prevent or mitigate
damage
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HANDBOOK STRATEGIES
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