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As always, thank you to everyone who has contributed to this issue and
to those who continue to give their time and energy to village life — it
really is appreciated. We hope you enjoy this edition of the newsletter
and enjoy all the village events in June and July, such as the Big Lunch
Live on 7th June — it is set to be a fantastic day!

As the school year comes to an end on 17th July, we wish all the
children a very happy and relaxing summer holiday break, filled with
sunshine, adventure and plenty of fun.

Don’t forget, all publications of the Newsletter are available to read
online, in full colour. Please visit the Parish Council’s website:

https://www.ducklingtonparishcouncil.gov.uk/

Best wishes, Emma Buckard

newsletter@ducklingtonparishcouncil.gov.uk

Local Police

PC Josh Bennett:

Josh.Bennett@thamesvalley.police.uk
PC Kat Giles
Katherine.Giles@thamesvalley.police.uk

County Councillo

THAMES VALLEY

POLICE

2R OXFORDSHIRE

YCOUNTY COUNCIL

Cllr Thomas Ashby
E: thomas.ashby@oxfordshire.gov.uk
Mobile: 07425 152459

Dates for the Diary
Sunday 7" June — Big Lunch Live
Monday 1% June — Ducklington School return for Summer Term
Saturday 6" June — D-Day anniversary
Saturday 20" June — Messey Church 10am
Sunday 21°* June — Father’s Day (Church service 10am)
Saturday 11% July — Kick off Summer Festival
Friday 17" July — Ducklington School break for Summer 1.30pm
finish
Sunday 19% July — Hymms and Pimms 6pm (Church)
Monday 31 August — Annual Village Show

Reminders

Dog waste — We kindly ask all dog owners to be responsible and considerate by cleaning up after their pets. Please respect our

beautiful village and keep an eye on your furry friends.

Safe and considerate parking in Ducklington - Ducklington Parish Council is keen to promote safe and considerate parking in the village.
This means being aware of others and not blocking their access or causing a hazard.

The Parish Council

DUCKLINGTON
PARISH COUNCIL

The Parish Council meet on the first Wednesday of each month in the Village Hall
(The Lilac Room) at 7.30pm. Everyone is welcome to attend and observe the meetings. For any queries please contact:

The Parish Clerk, Mr Steve Smith

Post: The Village Hall, Standlake Road, Ducklington OX29 7UX

E: clerk@ducklingtonparishcouncil.gov.uk

More information about the Parish Council, services, local events and news updates is available on the Parish Council website:
www.ducklingtonparishcouncil.gov.uk

Aug/Sep Newsletter deadline for entries is Friday 17" July 2026: newsletter@ducklingtonparishcouncil.gov.uk
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DUCKLINGTON

All current residents of the Witney Hotel will
have left by the end of May 2026.

Staff will work at the beginning of June to
empty and clean the premises.

The hotel will revert to its original use
following the building of an extension that
will add 14 new rooms.

HELP WANTED!

We are in need of plants to sell at the big
lunch live on Sunday 7th June.

If you have any spare plants in pots please
email
jo.george@ducklingtonparishcouncil.gov.uk
or
mhighcroft@gmail.com
We can collect.

Thank you on behalf of Wild Ducks,
improving local wildlife group in Ducklington

HAVE YOU VISITED OUR NEW
WEBSITE?

PARISH COUNCIL

]

We are excited to announce that the Ducklington Parish
Council website has had a major refresh! It is now

easier than ever to stay informed about what’s
happening in our village.

What’s New?

Village Hall Hub: Check out the updated Village
Hall page featuring new photos, updated
information, and direct links to the new VH
booking site.

Meeting Updates: Quick access to Council
agendas and minutes.

Upcoming Events: All the community links you
need in one place.

Explore it today
at: www.ducklingtonparishcouncil.gov.uk
Your village, your council, your website.

-

Report on fixmystreet.oxfordshire.gov.uk @

SEND US YOUR
POT

OXFORDSHIRE
Street @coumv COUNCIL




DUCKLINGTON

Watching the Veq: A Security Update for Our Parish Allotments PARISH COUNCIL

Following the recent Parish Council meeting, we are pleased to share some
positive updates regarding the management and security of our local allotments.
Our goal is to ensure the site remains a productive peaceful, and most importantly, a safe space for all our gardeners.

Enhancing Security: CCTV Now Active

You may have noticed some new additions to the site. To help deter rural crime and protect your hard-earned harvests and
equipment, CCTV cameras have now been installed.

We know privacy is important. During the latest session, Clir Dunsdon and the Council finalised strict protocols for managing
these images.

e Compliance: All monitoring is conducted in full accordance with data protection requirements.
e Purpose: The cameras are strictly for the prevention and detection of crime.
¢ Oversight: Management arrangements are in place ensuring responsible system handling.

Working with Local Law Enforcement

Security isn’t just about technology; it's about community. Clir Dunsdon has been working closely with allotment holders and
the local police force. Preliminary meetings have already taken place to discuss collaborative measures to tackle rural theft
and vandalism. This partnership ensures that our allotments are a "hard target" for any unwanted visitors.

A Growing Community
Our recent call for new gardeners was a blooming success! We received significant interest following the last newsletter.

e Plot Availability: There are currently only three vacant plots remaining.

e Next Steps: The Clerk is currently expediting the paperwork for those who have expressed interest. We look forward
to the site returning to full occupancy very soon.

¢ A Note to Allotment Holders: Please continue to remain vigilant. If you notice any suspicious activity, please report it
to the Council or the local police non-emergency line. Let’'s keep our community growing safely!

— The Parish Council

Help with Heating Qil Costs is now available through the Crisis Support
Scheme, formerly the Resident Support Scheme, with a maximum award of
£600. The scheme remains a discretionary one and the place to seek support
when faced with critical financial barriers, not just those caused by the
purchase of oil. Further information can be found at the crisis support scheme
site.

The Step Change Grant is

1SN accepting applications and open until
Comm unity 12th June 2026. Grants from
F ' £10,000 to £50,000 are available to
support transformational change for
charitable organisations to build a
stronger base for delivering their core work. For further information on eligibility
and how 1o apply. please visit the Oxfordshire Community Foundation website.  https://www.oxfordshire.qov.uk/council/help-rising-living-costs/
residents-support-scheme

Yoo

https.//oxfordshire.org/ocf_grants/community-capacity-2/
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Ducklington and Hardwick with Yelford Charity.

The object of the Charity is to relieve, either generally or individually, persons resident in the Parishes of Ducklington, Hardwick and Yelford, who
are in conditions of need, hardship or distress. For example: help with heating, transport costs etc. The Charity also considers requests from young
people who reside within the Parishes of Ducklington, Hardwick or Yelford, who are embarking on Further Education or Apprenticeships. Grants
can be made for books or to help with the purchase of equipment. In the first instance please write to the Clerk, Mrs Gillian Caton:

10 Lovell Close, Ducklington, 0X29 7YQ, Tel: 01993 702261 / 07720868954, Email: gilliancaton5@gmail.com

St Bartholomew’s Rambling Group

The Rambling Group invites villagers from Ducklington, surrounding villages and Witnhey to join us on Saturdays at
10.00am for a countryside walk. We welcome parents with smaller children in large wheel strollers, and dogs on a
lead.

We tend to concentrate on local routes, and aim for walks to be 1-2 hours in duration. We pace ourselves, and don’t
mind more adventurous walkers leading the pack, and will support slower walkers bringing up the rear.

At some point on the walk we usually stop for a drink and a brief reflection.

The following dates have been earmarked for walks:

13t June 11th July 8th August 12th September

10t October 14" November 12t December

Pease feel free to contact me (Johan) at LLM2@ducklingtonchurch.org.uk for further information.
Johan Schoeman
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H
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Ducklington WI

Come and join us every second
Thursday in the month, at
7.30pm in the Village Hall.

You’ll be made most welcome.

Maintenance

Westwood Electrical

is a professional electrical services company
built on reliability, quality workmanship, and a
straightforward honest service.

Areas covered
witney/Oxfordshire/Cotswolds
Birmingham - surrounding areas For any further information,

London - surrounding areas please contact Jennifer Pratley
via email:

jenniferpratley@hotmail.co.uk

B www.westwoodelectricalservices.co.uk
‘westwood.elecservices@gmail.com
@ 07861420693



Ducklington Village Hall weekly timetable

m e Monday - Chess from 7.30pm
) . e Tuesday — Pilates 10.30 — 11.30am
Ducklington & Hardwick e Tuesday—Qigong 12 — 1pm
V|||Qge Hall e Tuesday - Duck Morris Dancers from 8pm
Charity No. 266806 e Wednesday — Ducklington Parish Council meeting 7.30pm (1*
Wednesday of the month only)

e Thursday — Qigong 9.30am — 10.30am
e Thursday — Warm Welcome Space 11.30am — 3pm
Thursday - Dance 4.45 — 6.30pm (Dancemania)
Ducklington WI from 7.30pm (2" Thursday of the month only)
Friday - Zumba 11.15am —12.15pm
Friday — Love Dance Academy 3.30pm — 7pm (starts 17t April)
e Saturday - Dance 9.15am — 1.45pm (Dancemania)

Details of all the activities can be found on the Village Hall website.

https://ducklingtonvillagehall.co.uk/
The website has all the information you need to know about the hall - including details of the rooms for hire,
regular activities that take place in the hall, upcoming events and useful documents.
For information about booking the hall please email
bookings@ducklingtonvillagehall.co.uk
You can also advertise your activity or event taking place at the Village Hall — just email us with all the details and a
poster and we will add it to the website.

(Q) GlgaCI.eal' For bookings please contact::

bookings@ducklingtonvillagehall.co.uk
or complete the form on the website:
ducklingtonvillagehall.co.uk

The local community and all users of The Village Hall are reminded
that this fantastic facility continues to enjoy Gigaclear’s free hyperfast
900Mbps full fibre broadband.

Check your polling station here Your bin collection day is:
THURSDAY

Green bins have gone stickerless

&ecy:lm,g
Green bins are getting greener and Food wiste E g+ E
. Gueenwmt
have gone sticker-free! R
Rubbish |
r . Foad waste r E
If you've signed up for garden waste ~
collections 2026-27, you won't
receive a bin sticker this year. Our WVisit Giir webiits oF cantack s ta:
crews now use in-cab technology to Bl e o
{chargeable service)
check subscriptions instantly, making + Report rrissed collectic

{wathin two waorking

collections quicker and easier.

*  Request i food waste caddy

* Replace a dam
If you would like to identify your containers at joint or shared presentation o {ASK quiestion atiout recychig
locations, you may instead use free alternatives such as permanent markers or ‘B www.westoxon.gov.uk

household paint. @ o1993 861000

Find out more and sign up for 2026-27 here

https://www.westoxon.gov.uk/bins-and-recycling/what-to-put-in-your- it g
bin/aarden-waste-hin

In the event of severe weather disrupting
services please visit our website for more
ik ,




Ducklington Events Team Don’t miss the Big Lunch Live!
- 7% June 26

Last year we raised over £350 from the proceeds of the village calendar.
This money was distributed between four groups in the village, chosen by
the team:

Over 60s lunch club, Warm Welcome Space, Wild ducks and Friends of

{’ Ducklington School, all receiving £88.38.

SRR Thank you to everyone who donated photos, bought a calendar and to

B those that give up their free time to help others.

Photos are required for next year’s calendar, more details to follow in the
next newsletter.

The groups are all run by volunteers and could not continue without their efforts. If you wish to receive more
information about these fantastic groups, please contact: jo.george@ducklingtonparishcouncil.gov.uk

DUCKLINGTON

VILLAGE SHOW

J I.D A Flower Arrangement Categories
building design e Celebration of sport

e Literature

Transforming Homes & Spaces by Design e Woodwork

Planning Applications Photography Categories

Building Regulations e Wildlife Trees. fruit
Construction Drawings * Transport i Archv:ra'g,rs
New Builds & Extensions : ZZ?/?Ldgefu N *  Agriculture

Loft & Garage Conversions

Internal Alterations MB o
"JLDA has done 3 designs for us. The first one ‘ 0 L 4

has transformed our lives. The work was of the — or —

DUCKLINGTON
VILLAGE SHOW

Call now for a
Free Consultation: 01849 349825

Email: design@jlda.co.uk
Visit: www.jlda.co.uk

NO FRESH, OUT OF DATE OR
PRE-OPENED GOODS.

Yy ve¥v i yvV

Helping You Create a Better Home

DROP OFF TO:

ED TODD
52 WITNEY ROAD,
?R\'LES‘- DUCKLINGTON,

0X29 715

HAMISH LAW THANK
YOU FOR
23 PARK RD,
DUCKLINGTON, su‘;%ﬁn
0X29 7¥E

THE SHOW IS ON

MONDAY 31ST AUGUST
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Councillor Thomas Ashby

Oxfordshire County Council

Follow me on Facebook: www.facebook.com/CllrThomasAshby
thomas.ashby@ oxfordshire.gov.uk

07425 152459

Annual Report

Representing Ducklington all year round, not just at election time

Since being elected in May 2025, it has been a genuine privilege to serve Ducklington over the past year, and
| remain deeply committed to standing up for our village at County Hall. This is not a role | take lightly. | have
worked tirelessly to ensure that Ducklington’s voice is heard, challenging poor performance where necessary

and pushing hard for the outcomes residents both expect and deserve.

Congratulations to Councillor Liam Mackenzie

I'd like to say a huge congratulations to our new District Councillor, Liam Mackenzie. I'm looking forward to
working closely with Liam so that together we can make sure your voices are properly heard at both levels of
local government.

Liam is not only a fantastic local champion but also a good friend, and between us we bring a strong
understanding of our community that will help us represent you as effectively as possible.

Fighting for Better Roads and Less Disruption
The condition of our roads and the disruption caused by highways works have remained a constant concern

for residents—and rightly so. | have consistently challenged missed pothole repair targets and
underperformance by contractors, holding the County Council to account where it has fallen short.

| have also pushed hard on issues affecting the A415, as well as ongoing drainage and flooding problems.
Where disruption has dragged on unnecessarily, | have intervened directly. This included pressing Thames
Water over prolonged temporary traffic lights earlier this year, which ultimately resulted in enforcement
action and their removal.

Looking ahead, | am very aware of the disruption that will be caused by the Witney High Street works, which
are now commencing. While these works are intended to improve the town centre, they will inevitably impact
residents who travel into Witney. The current expectation is that works will be completed by November, and |
will be closely monitoring progress to ensure delays are kept to a minimum.

As part of this scheme, ANPR cameras will be introduced to enforce restrictions, targeting drivers who are not
permitted to use certain sections. Importantly, Blue Badge holders will be able to apply for permits, and | will
continue to ensure that residents are fully informed and not unfairly penalised as these changes come into
force.

Challenging Unsuitable Development

Development continues to place pressure on Ducklington, and | have made it clear that growth must not

come at the expense of safety or common sense. | have strongly opposed proposals at The Moors due to
unresolved flood risk, ensuring that developers are properly challenged and that updated flood modelling
is rigorously scrutinised



While the District Council approved the development on Standlake Road, despite significant local concern, |
have worked to ensure that residents are kept informed and that the developer contributions secured are used
to support healthcare, recreation and wider community infrastructure.

Investing in Our Community

Strengthening Ducklington has remained a priority. | have backed local organisations that play a vital role
in village life, helping Ducklington Sports Club secure funding (from my role at Witney Town Council),
supporting digital improvements at St Bartholomew's Church, and contributing towards the installation of
a new speed sign in response to concerns about road safety.

These investments are about more than funding, they are about protecting what makes Ducklington a strong
and connected community.

Protecting Local Services

| have not hesitated to speak out when wider decisions risk harming our community. | strongly opposed
proposed cuts to fire and rescue services, arguing clearly that reducing emergency cover while planning for
growth puts residents at unacceptable risk.

At the same time, | have welcomed positive developments such as the reopening of Witney Library, while
continuing to raise concerns about pressures facing frontline services across Oxfordshire.

Standing Firm on Waste and Environment

Changes to waste and recycling rules have caused understandable frustration. | opposed the introduction of
booking systems and ID checks at Household Waste Recycling Centres, as | believe these measures create
unnecessary barriers and risk increasing fly-tipping. | will continue to monitor their impact locally and press
for changes where needed.

Representing Ducklington’s Identity and Priorities.

| have also worked to ensure Ducklington is not overlooked in wider county decisions. By raising the Parish
Council’s request for boundary signage at Full Council, | helped prompt the development of a countywide
policy, which is an important step forward.

| have continued to highlight funding opportunities, including through my Councillor Priority Fund, and
worked to ensure the Parish remains well informed and able to benefit from available support.

Acting on Community Safety

Unfortunately, there has been a rise in doorstep crime. To address this, | have collaborated with Thames Valley
Police, who have increased their efforts and engagement in the village. Additionally, | will soon be handing out
“No Cold Calling” stickers in affected areas of the village, to help prevent unwanted visitors; extra stickers can
be made available for anyone who needs them.

Continuing to Campaign for Ducklington

Overall, throughout the year, | have worked to keep residents informed about key countywide issues, from
budgets to transport schemes and wider changes in local government. My approach remains simple: to be
visible, accessible and relentless in standing up for Ducklington.

| will continue to campaign, challenge and deliver for our village in the year ahead - not just at election time.
As always, please do get in touch with me if you wish to do so.



Be Recognised for

Join the programme and ¢
' f ACE Awards.

We're celebrating the businesses delivering outstanding service across
West Oxfordshire.

All programme participants will be entered into the
recognising truly memorable customer experiences.

I m p rove you r What our researchers look for: Awards:

Strong first impressions " You will be invited to a celebration

L] v
Cu Stome r Ex pe rle nce L] ¥ Positive customer journeys e};e‘nt § Saniatc opp?rtunity

to spotlight your team, celebrate
Warm and knowledgeable service their achievements, and recognise

G rOW yo u r b U S i n eSS - . / the dedication behind exceptional

= | ;
A reason to return s

A fully-funded programme to strengthen your service
and boost results.

Get clear insights and hands-on support to improve your customer
experience. Here's what you can expect from taking part:

Mystery shopping to reveal the Stronger customer experience
real customer journey leads to:

v Clear, simple feedback Y Higher conversion and average spent
\/Pr.ac.tic.al cu Ner experience training ‘\( More repeat vi and loyalty

\/ 1:1 mentoring tailored to your goals v Confident, consistent teams

'/A follow-up visit to track progress \/ Better reviews and word of mouth

"PIF\ maore resilient, profitable business

£~ Scan the QR code to register your interest ~ = - 6
business@westoxon.gov.uk | www.insight6.com/westoxonace/ WEST OXFORDSHIRE Q qE Ins’ght
DISTRICT COUNCIL "L

e CUSTOMER EXPERIENCE SPECIAL

Planning an event this summer?

Planning an event in West Oxfordshire this spring or summer?

Whether it's a community fete, charity fundraiser or local celebration, it's worth
taking a moment now to make sure everyth in place. Event planning can
be busy, and some permissions and applications can take time to process, so
don't get caught out at the last minute.

Check what you need, get your paperwork sorted early and submit any
applications in good time = \ ))

A little preparation now can help your event run smoothly and stress-free later

Gl Make your home

work for you
Find out more information and what you need to know here
From daily living aids such as grab

3 handles or perching stools to help with
https.//www.westoxon.gov.uk/business-and- Shapping onaily tasics, there's lots of
Iicensing/app/y-or—renew-licen ces-and- resources available to help you live life
3 . 3 your way in the comfort of your home. S
permits/organising-public-events outmore

&
OXFORDSHIRE
COUNTY COUNCIL
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CALM ONE T0-ONE
DOG GROOMING

.ff.r/, gr'r fz’ frff.r f"f[l
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Gentle, one-to-one grooming
focused on your dog's comfort.

@ Full grooms & tidy-ups

6 Puppy grooms
@ Nail clipping

@ 07437 263*722

BASED IN WITNEY

Cedar Court Care Home
60 Moorland Rd, Witney, OX28 6LG

Cedar Court is a warm and welcoming home set on the edge of the Cotswolds.
We offer the highest standards of care where dignity is respected, interests
are nurtured, and our residents are cared for like family. With a range of
residential, nursing and dementia care on offer as well as specialist care

Dance Classes at
Ducklington Village Hall

Babies (ages 2-4): 3.30-4pm
Minis (ages 4-6): 4.15-5pm

Juniors 1 (ages 7-9): 5-6pm
Juniors 2 (ages 10-12): 6-7pm

Classes launch on April 177" and we are currently
taking free trial bookings!

Love Dance Academy offers inclusive dance classes for ages 2-12.
Our classes are all about developing a life-long passion for dance and
movement in our students. We believe that dance is for everyone and
that each child can benefit from dance in their own way. Contact Miss
Emily via email, phone or Instagram to secure your space!

Dance for every body. Love
Dance
www.love-dance.co.uk Academmy

@ 07403760872 ) info@love-dance.com  (E) @love_dance_academy_

Inspected and rated

CareQuality
Commission

for younger people with disabilities, Cedar Court is the ideal choice.

We currently have vacancies for permanent and respite stays. Call us today

to book a viewing and to meet our team.

Call us on 01993 226400 or visit healthcarehomes.co.uk

Healthcare
Homes

O

Commiitted, compassionate, caring




WEST OXFORDSHIRE
DISTRICT COUNCIL

Cllr Liam Mackenzie

District Councillor for Ducklington Ward
West Oxfordshire District Council

Email: Liam.mackenzie@westoxon.gov.uk
Phone: 07463 731849

Ducklington Newsletter June-July 2026

It is a great honour to have been elected as the new District Councillor for the Ducklington Ward. I’'m excited to be
getting started and to serve our community to the best of my ability.

It’s been 14 years since my family first moved to Ducklington, and one of the first things that captivated me was
our village events. That’s why I'd like to begin by extending my warmest thanks to everyone who helped make
Fritillary Sunday such a success in April. It was a fantastic day, as it always is, and | was really pleased to see the
new fritillary sculpture installed at the fritillary field just in time for the event! It marks another great addition to
the Ducklington Art Trail, which continues to capture the unique character of the village brilliantly.

My Responsibilities as District Councillor

As your new District Councillor, my main areas of responsibility are: housing, planning applications, leisure &
recreation, waste collection, and environmental health.

You can contact me at any time for any issues or questions relating to these areas. I’'m always here to help.

All these services are delivered by the team of officers at the West Oxfordshire District Council. That’s why, in my
first few weeks in the role, I've spent my time meeting key members of staff and building strong working
relationships that | hope will enable me to deliver on Ducklington’s priorities quickly and effectively.

The Moors Field

The first major issue | have turned my attention to is the long-standing housing proposal for The Moors. I'm always
hesitant when | call The Moors a ‘field’, as | think ‘wetlands’ would be far more suitable at the best of times. As
we’re all painfully aware, developers have been seeking permission to build over 100 houses here for many years.
In my view, The Moors is completely unsuitable for a large-scale housing development. | am committed to
ensuring the unsuitability of these plans continues to be recognised by the District Council. Our voices are louder
together, so let’s continue to be heard on this issue!

The prolonged uncertainty is also causing significant concern for many residents. By the time this newsletter
reaches you, | hope to have met with the Council officers handling this case. | will share any updates as soon as
possible.

The River Windrush

Thames Water continues to discharge sewage into our local rivers, primarily storm discharge during periods of
extended rainfall, a practice that has caused clear environmental harm. Although recent upgrades have reduced
the frequency of discharge events, the long-term impact on the Windrush has been significant, leaving the river in
poor condition.

| am determined to help restore the Windrush. In the coming months | will be exploring what practical steps we
can take. This will include working with the District Council, the Environment Agency, Thames Water, and local
community groups to improve water quality and support the river’s recovery.




Ducklington Sports Club

What a fantastic weekend it was for the return of the Ducklington Sports Club
Beer Festival. We would like to say a huge thank you to everyone from the

village and surrounding area who came along to support the event and helped
make it another resounding success for the club. From the moment the festival
opened, there was a brilliant atmosphere right across the weekend, with families,
friends, players and supporters all coming together to enjoy what has become a
real highlight in the Ducklington calendar.

The live music across both days was superb and kept the clubhouse and marquee buzzing throughout. A big
thank you goes to all of the performers, including The Honey Badgers, DJ Russ, Matt Russ and Saturday night
favourites The Prevention, who brought a fantastic crowd and rounded the weekend off in style.

We would also like to thank all of our sponsors for their valued support, especially headline sponsor Pheasant
Retreats. Events like this simply would not be possible without the backing of local businesses and volunteers
who give up their time behind the scenes.

Most importantly, thank you to the whole
community for continuing to support the
club so enthusiastically.

This event helps support grassroots sport
in Ducklington, and we are incredibly grateful
for that support.

Takeaway

Home Cook Oriental Food

Scan for Menu & Order

SCAN ME All dietary requirements catered for

l ' Available Thurs-Sunday

Call/Message: 07554 491641

Contact
If you would like to get
in contact with the
Sports Club to hire, play
football, or just ask
about what we do,
please use the website

: . or give the secretary, Ed
Authentic Asian Food g 4
Todd, a call / email:
-
Delivered Fr.sh & Gluten Free 07500 284693
Welcome to Eat @ A's - Your home for authentic Oriental meal kits delivered across SecrEta rV@dUCkllngton
the UK for you to cook and savour at home. sportsclub.co.uk
Rooted in tradition and driven by purpose, we offer home-made meal kits that-are bold
in flavour and made with care in our West Oxfardshire kitchen.
Qur dishes come with easy to follow instructions for you to enjoy the cooking
experience with results that transports you back to the orient. Football
@ All age group fixtures, along with league
" 4 A tables and results for U12s+, can be seen on

the Ducklington Sports Club website:
www.ducklingtonsportsclub.co.uk

‘-0--?”' i www.eat-at-a.co.uk




MILLHOUSE

construction Itd

Established 1998

Extensions Loft Conversions Renovations New Builds General Building

FREE ESTIMATES ® DETAILED QUOTATIONS

We give free estimates & detailed quotations which always come with a guarantee.

For a full list of our services, photo gallery of previous projects
and customer references please visit our website

Contact Matthew Shirley on
01993 774872, 07803 249264
or info@millhouseconstruction.co.uk

www.millhouseconstruction.co.uk
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« Skincare « Body care
» Bronzing « Sun carc
» Hair carc « Make up

multi award winning products that contain nature’s most nutritious
ingredients, delivering visible clinical results, freshly made in our Surrey

Beauty Kitchen

30-day happiness guarantee

@‘ Contact me if vou would like a FREE brochure,

consultation or to place an order

Emma Shirley 2 N\
Mobile: 07770 578579 .f N
Email: emmas.tropic@gmail.com g \1\




St Bartholomew's Church
Ducklington

Dear Friends,

There is something about a summer evening in the village that feels almost sacred.
Long after the rush of the day has passed, the light lingers gently over gardens and
fields, windows remain open a little later, and familiar sounds drift through the air,
laughter from a nearby garden, the distant hum of a mower, birds settling into the
hedgerows, the church bells carrying across the rooftops. Summer has a way of
softening the edges of life and inviting us to slow down enough to notice what we
often miss.

We spend so much of the year moving quickly from one thing to the next, measuring
our days by productivity, appointments, and responsibilities. Yet summer quietly
reminds us that life is not only about what we achieve, but also about what we pay
attention to. The warmth of the sun on our face, the kindness of a neighbour, the
comfort of sharing food outdoors, the beauty of a familiar walk, these small moments
are easy to overlook, yet they are often the very things that sustain us most deeply.

| sometimes wonder whether we have forgotten how important it is simply to pause.
Not to escape life, but to inhabit it more fully. To sit for a while without needing to fill
every silence. To notice the changing sky. To listen properly when someone speaks. To
allow ourselves space to breathe and reflect.

In the Bible, there is a beautiful moment where the prophet Elijah encounters God not
in wind, earthquake, or fire, but in what is described as a “gentle whisper.” Perhaps
that is part of the invitation of summer too, to rediscover the quiet places where peace
can still find us.

For some, this season will be full of joy and gathering. For others, summer can feel
strangely lonely; routines change, families move away on holiday, and the long evenings
can sometimes deepen a sense of absence or loss. Whatever this season holds for you,
please know that you are not alone. Community matters deeply, and one of the
greatest gifts village life offers is the reminder that we belong to one another.

That is why moments to gather together are so important. Over the coming weeks
there will be several opportunities for us to share time, conversation, laughter and
friendship as a community. It would be great if you felt able to join together for The Big
Lunch Live on 7th June, the 10am Father’s Day Service on 21st June, or the Hymns &
Pimms on 19th July at 6pm, simple but meaningful occasions to enjoy one another’s
company and celebrate village life together.

As your parish church, St Bartholomew’s continues to be here for everyone, a place for
celebration, reflection, prayer, conversation, or simply a moment of stillness in a busy
world. Whether you step through the doors often, occasionally, or not at all, you
remain warmly welcome.

So, this summer, perhaps the greatest gift we can give ourselves is permission to slow
down just enough to notice the goodness that still surrounds us, in creation, in
friendship, in community, and in the quiet faithfulness of everyday life.

May these summer weeks bring you rest, renewal, and moments of unexpected grace.

With every blessing, Dates:
Andrea Colbrook Sun 07 June “Big Lunch Live”
Rector, St Bartholomew’s Church, Ducklington Sat 20 June Messy Church —10am to 12noon

Sun 21 June Father’s Day - 10am

“ 01993 776625 Sun 19 July Hymns and Pimms —6.00pm

rector@ducklingtonchurch.org.uk
www.ducklingtonchurch.org.uk




The Bell Inn

A warm friendly space offering a great selection

- ofdrinks and many traditional Pub games

Call us on 01993700341
Email us:

O Iuly Thebellinn297@gmail.com

Lunch 12_2: for all our usual monthly and weekly or message us on Facebook
Weekday Lunch events. Follow us on Facebook for
Specials! any other events.
Evening 6-8

Join us the 1st weekend In June for:
Friday -Open Mic Night
Saturday -The Dirty Earth Band 5pm
Sunday -The Honey Badgers after the
Big Lunch Live

Large groups catered
for, with bookings
outside of usual food
» BB B service times available.
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Teaching road safety
should start early.

It's never too soon.
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The Footsteps
guide and videos for
parents/carers has
some great ways to

help get started.
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Or you can contact the road safety education team
at roadsafety.education@oxfordshire.gov.uk

OXFORDSHIRE

FARE & RESCUE SERVICE

OXFORDSHIRE
COUNTY COUNCIL

You will need to book a time slot
before every visit to our Household
Waste Recycling Centres.

You can book up to
two weeks in advance
or 30 minutes*
before you visit.

*Subject to
availability

The booking system

will help manage demand
and make your visit
quicker and easier.

oxfordshire.gov.uk/hwrcbooking

Unable to book online?

Call 01865 519800 Monday to Friday. B e

#25 COLINTY COUNCIL

Helping you live LS
life to the full c="—»

If you're over 40, find out if
you're eligible - your future

self may thank you.
i i www.oxfordshire.
Tnlnk 0' “ asan gov.uk/nhshealthchecks
MOT for your body.

The aim of the check is to keep you
as healthy as possible and reduce the
chances of problems in the future.

#52 OXFORDSHIRE
COUNTY COUNCIL

Are you concerned
about a young person

who may be experiencing harm outside the home?

The Oxfordshire Targeted
Youth Support Service (TYSS)
can help — they support young
people to overcome difficulties,
build resilience and help them
reach their potential.

OXFORDSHIRE
COUNTY COUNCIL

OXMe.info
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DUCKLINGTON GLEBELANDS PLAYING FIELD

We're bringing the community together for a fun-filled day
raising funds for Ducklington Primary School & Ducklington Sports Club %
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Are you 4 local business looking to get We're putting togather a fantastic ratfle
involved and be part of something new and would leve any donations, including:
and exciting for the village?
& Vouchers or gift cards
— y v & Products or hampers
_ l"FLA.Tﬂ!I.E = ' 4 TACTY || & Your namefiogo on promotional materials & Experlences or lessons

iy o Social media shoutouls leading up to
Fu. RUN | FOi u 0 thi st 2 aup o Services (e.g. haircut, meal, fitness class)

0 BA mantions on the day r",, G Sports or activity passes ; 7
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EVERY CONTRIEUTOR WILL BE PROMOTED ACROSS DU SOCIALS,
FEATURED ON EVENT SIGNAGE, AND RECOGNISED ON OUR *
1 RAFFLE BOARD — A GREAT WAY TOD SUPPORT A LOCAL CAUSE
AND SHOWCASE YOUR BUSINESS!

IN RETURN, YOU'LL RECEIVE:

T o Whether gou're o business or an ndividial t’
= m‘ﬂummgfogim we'd be so grateful O
for gour support. 4 3 -

Ducklington warm Contact: Gill Long
Welcome Space 07780 781839 ducklingtonwarmwelcome@gmail.com

The Warm Welcome Space, located in Ducklington Village Hall, 11.30am-3pm, q\,’\\,’a{m
every Thursday, continues to offer a friendly and inclusive environment for Spaces

everyone in the community. Free of charge.
We offer a friendly, safe space with free lunches, cake and hot & cold drinks.

Pop in for a cup of coffee or tea anytime during the session or stay for lunch (usually around
1pm). You will find lots of friendly people, excellent company, chats and on some Thursdays we
have activities such as quizzes, bingo, singing, and crafting. Board games, dominoes and
jigsaws are always available. Bring your knitting or crafts to share with us.

If you want to support us, join us as a volunteer or find out more about
our space, we would love to hear from you.

Send a message to: ducklingtonwarmwelcome@gmail.com

We look forward to seeing you at Ducklington Warm Welcome Space soon.

Gill Long and Mel Johnson




Darryl Jeffery & Son
Window Cleaners
Tel 07931947360

Traditional & / | A :
Reach § Wash System Darryl Jetfery & Son

WINDOW
. CLEANERS .'

All Framework & Sils plus
more done as standard
Other Services Available
Gutter Clearing & Cleaning
Conservatory Roof Cleani
Solar Panel Cleani

MOSSINATOR®

ROOF CLEANING SYSTEMS

Moss Removal Roof Cleaning & Repairs - Render & Brlckwork Cleanlng
Solar Panel Bird Protection - Chimney Repairs & Cowl Installation

www.mossinator.co.uk 01865 362797 info@mossinator.co.uk
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Chipping Norton

Wednesdays, 9.00am - 3.00pm
Market Square, Chipping Norton OX7 5NA

Shop local,and meet the makers in a picturesque
setting at Chipping Norton’s market.

Enjoy a great atmosphere, pick up fresh produce
and handmade crafts.

Witney

Thursdays, 9.00am - 3.00pm
Saturdays, 9.00am - 3.00pm
Market Square, Witney OX28 6BB

Experience Witney’s market — local, lively, and
at the heart of the town.

Discover great food, local produce, and unique
traders at this historic market. To find out more, search WODC Markets.



