HOWE TOWNSHIP MUNICIPAL AUTHORITY

90 Juniata Parkway East, Building A, Newport, PA 17074

APPROVED Regular Monthly Meeting Minutes
5:30 PM, January 19, 2026
Hope Eternal United Methodist Church, 2 Burd Road, Newport, PA


Members present: Capozzoli, Moyer (phone), Hitz, Ibaugh, Bistline
Members absent:  None
Public:  B. Hagen, S. Sauers
Professionals:  D. Jones  
Location: Hope Eternal United Methodist Church, 2 Burd Road, Newport, PA 17074
The meeting was called to order by Chairman Capozzoli at 5:30 pm with the pledge of allegiance.
Ibaugh moved, Hitz seconded, motion carried unanimously to approve Capozzoli as Temporary Chairman. 

Moyer moved, Ibaugh seconded, motion carried unanimously to open reorganization meeting
Reorganization Meeting:

1. Hitz moved, Ibaugh seconded, motion carried unanimously to approve Capozzoli as Chairman. 

2. Ibaugh moved, Capozzoli seconded, motion carried unanimously to approve Hitz as Vice Chairman. 

3. Ibaugh moved, Hitz seconded, motion carried unanimously to approve Moyer as Secretary/Treasurer. 

4. Ibaugh moved, Hitz seconded, motion carried unanimously to approve Bistline as Assistant Secretary/Treasurer.

5. Hitz moved, Bistline seconded, motion carried unanimously to approve Ibaugh as Right-To-Know-Officer.

6. Ibaugh moved, Hitz seconded, motion carried unanimously to approve Saxton & Stump, LLC as Solicitor.

7. Hitz moved, Ibaugh seconded, motion carried unanimously to approve HRG as Engineer.

8. Moyer moved, Ibaugh seconded, motion carried unanimously to close reorganization meeting. 

Regular Meeting:
Public Comments 

Hagen house fire requesting bills to cease until new home installed
Approval of meeting minutes held November 2025 
Ibaugh moved, Hitz seconded, motion carried unanimously to approve the November meeting minutes. 

Approval of Treasurer Reports & Bill Approval for November & December 2025

Hitz moved, Ibaugh seconded, motion carried unanimously to approve the November & December Treasurer Reports and bills.

Grand total of $97,403.43 end of December 2025: 

General Account $47,559.42
Tapping Fee $11,478.60
User Fee $38,365.41
PLGIT $82,783.52
Communications from local, state, and federal agencies and other organizations 

1. LSA Grant not received for SCADA equipment upgrade nor GIS mapping
2. D. Beaver retired from Howe Township BOS, P. Ibaugh replacing Dale
Solicitor/Project Status/Engineer
Solicitor – Another property liens filed against delinquent customer. March/April Due Diligence for BC, which is under contract and warehouse being sold. Requested unpaid invoices by Feb.
Engineer-
a. Engineer – HRG will be providing the Pump Station review letter #2 to Steve Munz this month, review is near complete.
b. HRG recommends that HTMA execute and purchase the attached quotation for the 3 valve box extensions and store them until the PennDOT project is underway this summer.
c. HRG recommends that HTMA motion to move forward with incorporating the minor adjustments to 3 valve boxes and one cleanout through PennDOT’s Abbreviated Incorporated Work by sending PennDOT a request letter.
Operations/Maintenance/PA 811 Status:

1. Operations status  -  Generators need fuel, Moyer will schedule
2. Maintenance status  -  No grinder issues/replacements

3. PA 811 – one ticket cleared (Hellers Hardware)

Unfinished/Current Business:
1. C. Bitting driveway – Per Easement, sewer pipes run with and/or adjacent to driveway in a northwesterly direction of 45.5 feet, continues northern 85.5 feet, then easterly 574.5 feet while departing from the driveway. Capozzoli inspect?  Not inspected. Wait till Spring. 

2. 31 Red Hill Road NOT required to connect to public sewage since Solicitor confirmed 250 Ft Ordinance is now 150 ft and being updated at Township level. 

New Business:

1. Moyer moved, Ibaugh seconded, motion carried unanimously for HTMA to proceed with incorporating the minor adjustments to 3 valve boxes and one cleanout through PennDOT’s Abbreviated Incorporated Work.  

2. Moyer moved, Ibaugh seconded, motion carried unanimously for HTMA to approve $119.25 Quote to purchase 3 valve box extensions from LB Water. 

3. Hitz moved, Ibaugh seconded, motion carried unanimously for HTMA to approve HRG to file annual PADEP Chapter 94 report for $1,750. 

4. Ibaugh moved, Hitz seconded, Bistline abstained, motion carried unanimously to approve approve Bistline pay increase 5%.   

5. Hitz moved, Ibaugh seconded, motion carried unanimously to renew The Authorities, 2026 PA Municipal Authorities Association renewal. 

6. Ibaugh moved, Hitz seconded, Moyer abstained, motion carried unanimously to hire Moyer Contracting LLC to provide services currently provided by Theresa Moyer.  
7. Ibaugh moved, Hitz seconded, motion carried unanimously to cease billing to 124JPE until Certificate of Occupancy received.

8. 2026 Budget discussion – will approve in Feb after updates to WC ins/payroll reduction as a result of no employees
a. To keep costs down, no salary increase for Moyer

b. To keep costs down, no rent increase for office

Good and Welfare

Adjournment
*******************************************************************************************************
Hitz moved, Ibaugh seconded, motion carried unanimously to adjourn at 6:26 PM.

Next meeting: February 16, 2026
Respectfully submitted,
Theresa Moyer, Secretary
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