Sample Provider Letter
[Provider Letterhead]
July 16, 2026
The Honorable [Name]
Re: Support for Pennsylvania's Commitment to Olmstead v. L.C. and Community Integration
Dear [Senator/Representative]:
As a member of the Rehabilitation and Community Providers Association (RCPA) and a provider of community-based services to Pennsylvanians with disabilities and older adults, we write in support of RCPA's recent letter urging Pennsylvania's leaders to reaffirm the Commonwealth's longstanding commitment to the principles established in Olmstead v. L.C.
We also appreciate Governor Shapiro's recent Executive Orders advancing accessibility, disability inclusion, and opportunities for individuals with disabilities throughout Pennsylvania. Those initiatives recognize that every Pennsylvanian should have the opportunity to participate fully in community life. For the individuals our organization serves, that vision is only possible when strong home- and community-based services make independent living a reality.
Every day, we support individuals who rely on personal assistance, home care, behavioral health, rehabilitation, and other community-based services to remain in their homes, maintain employment, attend school, volunteer, participate in civic life, and remain connected to their families. These outcomes are the practical expression of the rights affirmed by Olmstead and the Americans with Disabilities Act.
Recent federal efforts that could narrow the interpretation or enforcement of Olmstead are therefore deeply concerning. National organizations, including the National Council on Independent Living (NCIL), Justice in Aging, ANCOR, and the National Council for Mental Wellbeing, have warned that weakening these protections could reverse decades of progress toward community integration.
Pennsylvania has invested for many years in a service system built around independence, consumer choice, and community participation. Those investments have benefited individuals with disabilities, older adults, families, and taxpayers alike by supporting services in the most integrated and often more cost-effective settings appropriate to each person's needs.
Any erosion of Olmstead protections would undermine those achievements and make it more difficult for providers to deliver the services that allow individuals to remain active members of their communities. It would also place additional pressure on an already strained direct care workforce while creating greater uncertainty for individuals and families who depend upon these essential supports.
We respectfully ask you to:
· Support Pennsylvania's continued commitment to the principles established in Olmstead v. L.C.;
· Oppose policies that weaken the right of individuals with disabilities and older adults to receive services in the most integrated setting appropriate to their needs;
· Continue supporting investments that strengthen home- and community-based services and the direct care workforce; and
· Work with RCPA, providers, individuals with disabilities, and families to ensure Pennsylvania remains a national leader in community integration.
Governor Shapiro's recent Executive Orders reaffirm Pennsylvania's commitment to accessibility and inclusion. We encourage the General Assembly and Pennsylvania's Congressional delegation to ensure that those same values continue to guide public policy by preserving the rights recognized under Olmstead and maintaining a strong, sustainable, community-based service system.
Thank you for your consideration and your continued support of Pennsylvanians with disabilities, older adults, and the organizations that serve them.
Sincerely,
[Name]
[Title]
[Organization]
