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n  LEARNING:  Nearly 13,500 children and adults participated in our school field 
trips, classroom and community outreach programs. We offered free field trips and 
classroom programs to all K-12 Delaware public schools thanks to generous donors 
and sponsors.

n   MARITIME HERITAGE:  We hosted 12,000 people aboard the Tall Ship of  
Delaware in Wilmington, Historic New Castle, and ports from Virginia to New England.

n   COMMUNITY:  10,500 people visited our campus and our community  
anchor events in Wilmington: Underground Railroad History Day (February), LEGO 
Shipbuilding Day (March), Captain Kidd’s Pirate Day (June), and Halloween Ghost 
Ship (October).

n   CATHERINE PARSELLS MARITIME INNOVATION FUND: In recognition 
of her contributions over her 15 years as Executive Director, donors helped KNF 
create a special fund to support ship projects, education programs, fundraising, and 
technology.

n   VOLUNTEERS:   We reached the incredible milestone of 1 million volunteer 
hours since 2000 (when electronic tracking began). This year alone, volunteers 
gave 38,300 hours to sail and maintain our ship, deliver education programs and 
events, and support our growth.
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KALMAR NYCKEL SAILS  
up the Chester River at Sultana 
Downrigging Festival in Maryland,  
November 1, 2025.
  
Photograph by Craig Priniski
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The Kalmar Nyckel 
Foundation preserves 

and promotes 
the cultural and 

maritime heritage of  
Delaware and the 

Delaware Valley for 
the education and 
enrichment of all.

O U R  M I S S I O N

 

To provide  
a premier  

maritime and  
cultural 

experience and 
destination  

for all.

O U R  V I S I O N

36,000
People reached 

in 2025

12,000 
Maritime Heritage: 

People aboard 
our ship for sails 

and tours

13,500
Learning: Children 

and adults on 
field trips and in 
classrooms and  

outreach events.
 

10,500
Community: 

Visitors to our campus 
and events

2025

By the Numbers
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Dear Friends,
Stepping into the role of Executive Director this past summer, 

I quickly recognized the strong culture of philanthropic support in 
this close-knit community. Through your generosity, the Kalmar 
Nyckel Foundation (KNF) continues to strengthen its role as a vital 
educational resource and a world-class cultural destination for all of 
Delaware. We are deeply grateful. 

Thanks to supporters like you, we engaged more than 36,000 
individuals in fiscal year 2025. These opportunities, which include 
field trips, classroom sessions, community events, public sails, volun-
teer training, and private programs aboard Kalmar Nyckel and at the 
Copeland Maritime Center, all reflect the meaningful impact your 
investment has on learners of all ages.

I invite you to review this annual report and learn about these and more. 
 
		               		   With deep appreciation,

		               		   Sarah Kirspel		  	

	            			   EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR	
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Sarah Kirspel, Executive Director
Cathy Parsells, Executive Director Emeritus**

Captain Lauren Morgens, Ship’s Master
Captain Sharon Dounce, Port Captain 

& Relief Captain
Captain Jim Fitzgerald, Chief Mate/

Relief Captain

Jan Ross, Director of Marketing & 
Public Relations

Kathryne Peterson, Associate Director 
of Education

Christine Bohner, Office Administrator
Ann Godley, Port Captain’s Office Assistant

EMERITUS

Anthony Bosworth  .   Garry Greenstein  .  Richard J. Julian
Mary McCoy  .  Earl Seppala 

KALMAR NYCKEL FOUNDATION STAFF

SHIP STAFF
Chris Peterson, Engineer  .  Aida Morgan-Russell, Second Mate

COPELAND MARITIME CENTER & 
FORT CHRISTINA PARK EDUCATORS, PART-TIME

Anna Aiken, Kit Melnik, Justin Moran, Pete Neiner, Bambi Smith, Jeff Thomas, Julia van der Veur

VISITOR SERVICES 
Marika Levine, Kathleen Hall-Ditchfield

PARK INTERPRETERS

Herb Conner, Mike Fernbacher, Kathleen Hall-Ditchfield, Eric Moran

Robert V.A. Harra, Jr. 
CHAIR

Melissa Kenny
PRESIDENT

Christopher Brooks
TREASURER

Christine Moritz
SECRETARY

2025 BOARD OF TRUSTEES AND STAFFFROM THE BOARD CHAIR

Tina Betz
Joseph Butera
Andrew Cloud
Thomas Collins
Vernita Dorsey
Åke Fagelberg

Gerald Forney
Robert Friz

Kyle Hill
Fred Hocker

Maria Iversen
Adam Knox

Gary Linarducci*
Wendy Massey

Megan McGlinchey
Caroline McIlvain
George Meldrum

John Morton

Kimberly Padley
Philip Reese

Nancy Schragger
Kamela Smith
Nigel Veater

2025  Board of Trustees and Staff

Kalmar Nyckel  Foundation

OUR FLAGSHIP 
FIELD TRIP FUND u 

continued to make 
KNF’s signature  

hands-on learning  
experiences accessible  

and free to all  
Delaware K-12 public 

school children – 
thanks to generous 

donors, including 
Godmother Tatiana 

Copeland, who  
challenged our annual  

Gala guests with  
an incredible dollar

 for dollar match.

TIME TRAVELERS, EARLY LEARNERS PROGRAM,  u 
launched with hands-on lessons that invite K-3  

children to step back in time to explore history, trade,  
and geography on field trips at our Copeland Maritime  

Center. This pilot program is made possible by 
 the Chichester duPont Foundation, Inc.

p VOYAGE ACROSS THE SEA: SAIL, SURVIVE, 
SUCCEED: Our updated, team-oriented classroom program 
weaves financial literacy and history with planning for the 
Kalmar Nyckel’s first transatlantic journey. Thank you to the 
Ellice and Rosa McDonald Foundation for this support.

38,300 
Volunteer hours to  

sail and maintain the ship,  
and teach on ship and  

shore

250+
Volunteers give their 

time to support  
our ship and education  

mission
 

1 million 
Volunteer hours  

since  2000 (when  
electronic 

tracking began)

2025

By the Numbers

NEW LEADERSHIP
 Executive Director 

Sarah Kirspel took the 
helm in August when 
Cathy Parsells retired.

Dear Friends,

During 2025, our long-serving Executive  
Director, Cathy Parsells, informed us of her de- 
cision to retire. Cathy directed the Foundation 
for fifteen years and guided the organization 
                    through changes that included the  
                              2015 construction of our  
                                    beautiful Copeland Mari- 
                                         time Center and docks. 
                                          We hailed Cathy “fare-                                            
                                           well” in October at 
                                          her retirement event. 
                                         We undertook a search 

     for our new Executive 
Director and welcomed 
Sarah Kirspel in May 2025. 
Sarah has settled in and we  
look forward to her leader- 
ship especially this year as 
Kalmar Nyckel and the 
Foundation are invited to  
participate in 250th anni-

versary activities celebrating the signing of 
our country’s Declaration of Independence.

I end by thanking our hard working, ded- 
icated volunteers who maintain and sail Dela- 
ware’s official tall ship. Thank you to our loyal 
donors and patrons. I thank our hard-working, 
dedicated staff. Lastly, thanks to our generous, 
devoted volunteer Trustees who serve the 
Foundation with dedication and enthusiasm.

Please visit us and enjoy the exhibits at 
the Copeland Maritime Center, and sail with 
us aboard Kalmar Nyckel.

		  Fair winds,

	
		  Robert V.A. Harra, Jr.

2025 Education Highlights

* Deceased 
**Retired July 2025

FIVE WAYS TO FREEDOM:  
WILMINGTON’S  
UNDERGROUND RAILROAD 
honored Black History  
Month with two free 
family-friendly per- 
formances of Henry “Box” 
Brown by Keith Henley  
of The American 
Historical Theatre at 
the Copeland Maritime 
Center thanks to lead  
sponsor, Noramco.  
q



                 en years ago, Jon Caspar joined the 
                 Kalmar Nyckel Foundation’s volun- 
                 teer crew. Today he fills “almost any 
role” on the ship for education sails with 
children as well as voyages to East Coast ports. 
For his numerous contributions, Jon was hon- 
 ored as KNF’s 2025 Volunteer of the Year.

Jon has dedicated an impressive amount 
of time year-round to the carpentry shop. As 
Captain Sharon explains, “He started as an 
apprentice carpenter, but as his skills grew 
his title morphed into volunteer shipwright.” 
That’s a huge compliment.

He has also volunteered to work for 
many years at dry dock – our biennial haul 
out for maintenance and mandatory Coast 
Guard hull inspection. He’s helped with 
everything from scraping to specialty tasks. 
He has also taken some of KNF’s best photos 
of Kalmar Nyckel under full sail – many have 
graced magazine covers.  

“Jon takes his work sailing the ship 
seriously, and this creates some really inter-
esting technical discussions about the rig, 
the process of sail evolutions, and especially 
the specifics of running the fore deck,” says 
Captain Lauren. “I appreciate that he takes 
his volunteer activity to the highest of levels. 
His spirit of scientific inquiry drives him to 
ask questions – and helps keep me engaged 
and exploring as well.” She adds, “He also has 
an amazingly bountiful vegetable garden, 
which is responsible for much of our ship’s 
actual nutrition.”

Both Captains are quick to mention Jon’s 
humor, “It’s always clever, sometimes sophis-
ticated, sometimes more accessibly “punny,” 
frequently sarcastic but never mean-spirited,” 
says Lauren. “He helps us laugh at ourselves 
– and if there’s one thing this organization 
needs, it’s the ability to share laughter in the 
midst of our own chaos. Thank you, Jon!”

Congratulations 2025 Volunteer of the Year Jon Caspar Volunteer Program

Our volunteers are the heart and soul of our Foundation. Thank you to everyone who sailed, 
maintained Kalmar Nyckel, taught and guided our programs and events in FY2025.

T 
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Harry Arnao
Jay Ashanti
Elaine Autry
Carrie Barcomb
Owen Barcomb
Chris Basler
Nora Beatty
Ray Benet
Marc Bevis
Rachel Bevis
Doug Blair
Chris Blidan
Mark Blythe
Chris Bohner
Tony Bosworth
Bill Boudreau
Ian Boudreau
Jim Brice
Beth Bromberg
Chris Brooks
Tom Burns
Joe Butera
Regina Callahan
Danny Campuzano
Jon Caspar
Kat Caudle
Kathy Caudle
Frank Cebula
Joe Certo
Dawn Cheshaek

Mark Chesney
Christine Cintron
Linda Clements
Herb Conner
Laurie Cuomo
Lu Dahl
Nevin Dawson
Paul Deevy
Drew Deionno
George Dimitriou
Joanna Dimondi
Allegra DiNetta
Paul Dispenza
Sandra Dounce
Glenn Dracopoulos
Antonie Dvorakova
John Eastlund
Blue Eng
Brian Engler
Terri Eros
Mark Eschbacher
Pino Fede
Mike Fernbacher
Taylor Fiederlein
Yve Flowers-Huffman
Gerald Forney
Bill Foster
G.G. Garth
Steve Gaston
Steve Gee

Ken Giaccone
Andrew Gogates
Mark Goncalves
Charles Gray
Fran Green
Remi Greene
Jerry Gullekson
Jeremiah Hall
Noah Hall
Dustin Harvey
Morgan Hediger
Elan Heicksen
Kate Heicksen
Peter Heicksen
Sophia Heicksen
Carol Hertzoff
Lane Hickman
Janice Hillman
David Hodgdon
Deb Hodgdon
Tim Hodson
Deb Hofmann
Jane Hruska
Ken Huppman
Bill Hutchison
Roger Immell
Lidia Ini
Scott Jones
Tim Karschner
Lindsey Keck

Leah Keller
Barry Kelly
Maryann Kelly
Donna Knight
Charlie Kopishke
Lynda Kopishke
Steve Kotroba
Amanda Krogstad
Anne Kuh
Mary Lally
Jim Langan
Melanie Lawrence-Caldwell
Pat Lawrence-Caldwell
Irene Lee
Tina Lesem
Connie Li
Fred Litcofsky
Timmy Litcofsky
Bob Livingston
Linda Lyman
Andrew Lyter
Nate Mackouse
John Marcone*
Steve Marino
Dan Marsh, Sr.
Kelly Martin
Roger Martinie
Brenda Mayrack
Dan McDevitt
Nancy McGee

Colin McGowan
Kaitlin McGowan
Joel McLaughlin
Richard McLaughlin
Libby Meier
John Miller
Bill Moatz
Bob Morgan
Aida Morgan-Russell
Jaz Moulden
Kevin Mullery
Anne Natale
Karl Neumann
Vi Overstreet
Kimberly Padley
Vince Parme
Steve Patton
Grace Pehlert
Jessie Pehlert
Lydia Pehlert
Jeff Pepin
Jeffrey Pepin
Gary Perkins
Ken Pineault
Craig Priniski
Nate Ransil
Hank Renard
Phyllis Reynolds
Frank Richardson
Ron Roberts

Sean Roberts
Steve Rodgers
Dan Romano
Denise Rosaio
Karen Rose
Ellen Rosenholtz
Carrie Ross
Leona Roszkowski
Betsy Rowland
Ferdinand Rudolph
Ed Rush
Jared Sawyer
Tim Scapansky
Jim Scarborough
Rick Schlack
Colleen Schleicher
John Schleicher
Nancy Schragger
Paul Schragger
Tim Searl
Hillary Shade
Kathy Shearer
Ron Siebach
Larry Sipple
Giani Sirignano
Kate Smith
Lyz Smith
Kate Speidel
Gene Spence*
Bill Storck
Peter Stransky
Dmitriy Synkov
Keith Szczepansiu
Ann Tabinowski
Steve Tabinowski
Sandy Tewnion
Jamieson Thomas
Robert Thomas
Rolf Thoresen
Meagan Thurmond
George Tolton
Alan Trebat
Thom Unger
Steve Valihura
Matthew Van Aken
Julia van der Veur
Marie Vayo-Greenbaum
Nigel Veater
Angelo Ventresca
Lou Verdeur
Danny Wang
Jenny Warren
Van Wells
Esther Weyer
Geoff Weyer
Marcie Williams
Pat Williams
Travis Yocum
Joanne Zeccar-Veater
David Zgleszewski

* Deceased 

TOP
Volunteer Jon Caspar 

captures our ship 
under full sail. 

Photo: Thom Unger.

CENTER 
Furling sails aloft 

requires many hands. 
Photo: Craig Priniski

BELOW 
Left, Paul “Million-
Hour Man” Deevy, 

entered the millionth 
hour of KNF 

Volunteer time this  
fall. Right, A rare 
glimpse of the 

foredeck. Photo: Glenn 
Dracopoulos

 

Photo: Craig Priniski



The Challenge Program

City of Wilmington

Council of American Maritime Museums

Delaware Department of Education

Delaware Division of Historical and Cultural Affairs

Föreningen Kalmar Nyckel

The National Park Service

New Castle County

NOAA’s Monitor National Marine Sanctuary

Old Swedes Historic Site 

Riverfront Development Corporation of Delaware

Sister Cities of Wilmington

Sole Food, Inc.

Swedish Council of America

Tall Ships America

UGR3Day Underground Railroad Experiences, Inc.

Vasa Museum, Stockholm, Sweden

Wilmington City Council
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2025 Community Engagement

p LEGO SHIPBUILDING DAY 
celebrated its 10th anniversary and drew 800  
enthusiastic fans of all ages and skill levels –  
thanks to title sponsor Kenny Family ShopRite  
stores and the Kenny Family Foundation.  

 

HALLOWEEN  
GHOST SHIP, a crowd 

favorite, arrived with  
spooky fun ghost stories, 

kids’ music, indoor  
Ghost Ship tours, pumpkin 

 painting, Moby Deck  
balancing, blacksmithing,  
and Kalmar Nyckel tours  

for 1,100 visitors.  u 

 

CAPTAIN KIDD’S  
PIRATE DAY returned  
for its 5th year with  
free ship tours, “sword 
school,” cannon drills, 
blacksmith demonstrations 
on our working forge,  
treasure hunts, and more 
with thanks to local spon-
sors and Wilmington’s  
City Council.  
q
 

Community Partners

Kalmar Nyckel  FoundationKalmar Nyckel  Foundation

I n November 2019, Chris Blidan heard about a KNF volun-
teer recruiting event that met her goals: boats, friends, and 

adventure. She recalls, “I came to the party, had a good time, 
and never left.”

Two weeks later, Chris volunteered for ship maintenance, 
sanding and scraping. In January 2020, she began Winter Crew 
Training, Class 50. When COVID hit, classes moved to Zoom. 
Trainees practiced helm commands at home with brooms, and 
many hardly set foot on the ship until after passing the final exam.

Adventure takes many forms, from crewing on day sails and 
voyages to KNF’s education programs for school children. “I like 
shipboard learning stations such as “Life of a Sailor” and the 
capstan.” Chris learned to demonstrate blacksmithing at KNF’s 
forge. “I just started with the new early learners’ program and 
like it a lot,” she adds.

“I love giving deck tours – you interact 
closely with the officers. I try to work all the 
community events: LEGO Shipbuilding, Pirate Day 
and Ghost Ship.” Night watch is usually “easy hours” and 
different every time.” The past two years she served at KNF’s 
annual fundraiser, “Guest bartending is another adventure  
out of my comfort zone. I did it twice, learned to pour tap beer,  
and came in second this year (for most funds raised).”

“The Kalmar Nyckel Foundation is one of many nonprofits 
I enjoy supporting,” says Chris. “I also donate to the Seamen’s 
Center of Wilmington.” Beyond maritime organizations, she 
supports social justice, educational, and faith-based nonprofits. 
“I’ve been blessed and believe I should share my blessings.”

Her favorite part of volunteering for KN? “The people I’ve 
met. It’s all part of the adventure!”

Boats, Friends, Adventure and Supporting KNF

GENEROUS SUPPORT. Left, The Kalmar Nyckel Foundation brought hands-on learning to 
classrooms across the state in FY25 thanks to Discover. Right, Our Early Learners Program included time to 

explore the Forney Family collection of 73 model ships and boats. Below, Volunteer Chris Blidan.

t EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S SEND-OFF  
Our Captains surprised Cathy Parsells by honor-
ing her with her own “Angel Head” to appear on 
our ship’s stern and commemorate her 15-year 
tenure at the Kalmar Nyckel Foundation’s helm.

Photographs by Thom Unger, Jan Ross



2025 Tourism & Sailing Season
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Fiscal Year 2025 Financials
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34%

4%

41%

21%

26%

9%
11%

39%

14%

In addition, the value of volunteer time (38,300 hours), is $1,332,200.

Depreciation and other non-cash expenses are not included.

Philanthropy

Ship Operations

Other Earned Income

Government and Other

TOTAL= $1,577,536

	               operated with  
                               $1,578,000 
                               million an- 
nual operating revenue and  
32 employees (9 full-time; 23 
part-time/seasonal) during the 
2025 Fiscal Year (November 
1, ​2024 to October 31, 2025). 
The Foundation continues  
to be supported by 250+ 
 active volunteers who gave 
38,300 service hours (valued 
at $1,332,200) to sail and 
maintain our ship as well as 
deliver educational program-
ming in 2025. In summa-
tion, FY25 delivered our best 
results since 2019, exceeding 
both our FY24 results and 
our expectations with an 
operating surplus of $121,000. 
Capital expenditures total- 
ing $241,000 were largely 
covered by specific founda- 
tion and individual gifts. 

The Foundation con- 
tinues to develop our long-
term strategy: to expand 
partnerships and improve  
our maritime campus. We 
have invested more than 
$15,100,000 in the ship, 
Copeland Maritime Center, 
permanent exhibits, mod-
ern dockage, and shipyard 
improvements. We are a 
significant and committed 
contributor to Wilmington’s 
Christina Riverfront.

KALMAR NYCKEL p
With Wilmington and Historic New  

Castle, DE anchoring the season, our  
ship logged more than 2,400 miles, sailing  

to Norfolk and Yorktown, VA plus  
Greenport, NY; Provincetown, MA; and  

Chestertown, MD. Photos: Left to Right,  
Eric Owen, Glenn Dracopoulos

t FORT CHRISTINA 
PARK: One of six sites that 
make up Delaware’s First 
State National Historical Park, 
the park marks the location 
where the original Kalmar 
Nyckel landed in 1638  
and Underground Railroad  
conductors helped freedom 
seekers. Today, the Founda-
tion offers free interpretive 
tours and Junior Ranger 
Badges in partnership with 
the State of Delaware.

t TALL SHIP TIME 
MACHINE II:
Allen Rawl Builds a 
Masterpiece, our newest 
exhibit opening, coincided 
with the 10th anniversary 
of the Tatiana and Gerret 
Copeland Maritime 
Center. Special thanks to 
our donors who made 
this 3D-animated exhibit 
come to life.

pTATIANA AND GERRET 
COPELAND MARITIME CENTER

The Watercraft of the World gallery fills guests 
of all ages with wonder – featuring the Forney 

Family Collection of not only 73 model ships  
and boats but also international folk art.

KNF

Kalmar Nyckel  Foundation Kalmar Nyckel  Foundation

Education Programs

Ship Operations

Administration

Marketing & Development

Occupancy and Other

TOTAL= $1,456,698



Gala Sponsors
GODMOTHER’S CIRCLE
Diamond State Port Corporation
M&T Bank/Wilmington Trust

KING NEPTUNE’S 
COURT
Bouchaine Vineyards
Highmark Delaware
J. Gibson McIlvain Co.
Kenny Family ShopRites  
     of Delaware and
Kenny Family Foundation
Light Action Productions
New B&M Meats, Inc.
WSFS Cares Foundation

MERMAID’S CIRCLE
Diamond State Recycling

Gordon, Fournaris & 
     Mammarella, P.A.
L&W Insurance
Ross Aronstam & Moritz, LLP
The Siegfried Group, LLP
Union Park Volvo

PATRON
AAA Mid-Atlantic
Brightfields, Inc
CBM Insurance
CSC
Delmarva Power
Incyte
Noramco
Saul, Ewing, LLP
The Pilots' Association for  
     the Bay & River Delaware
VanDemark & Lynch, Inc.
Walmart Store #2555
Weiner Benefits

Gala Host 
Benefactors
Sylvia Davenport
Gloria and Paul Fine
The Forney Family
Amanda and Rob Friz
Linda and Rob Harra, Jr.
The Honorable 
    Margaret Rose Henry
Cathy and Richard Julian
Mary and Francis Julian
Melissa Kenny and  
     Mark Maguire
Ellen and Alan Levin
Gary Linarducci
Cathy and Steve Masterson
Cynthia McAuley and 
    Tom Collins
Mary McCoy

Caroline McIlvain and  
     John Sensing
George Meldrum, Jr.
Linda and Ned Morgens
Margie Morton
Mary Ball and John Morton
The Padley Family
Cathy and Mark Parsells
Philip Reese
Julie and Jonathan Russ
Nancy and Paul Schragger
Sylvia and Earl Seppala
Jamieson and Robert Thomas
Marilyn and Mike Uffner
Marna and Tom Whittington
John L. Williams 

Gala Committee
Chair: Nancy Schragger
Vice Chair: Kimberly Padley

Joseph Butera
Devara Goodman
Linda Harra
Rob Harra
Charles Hayward
Lidia Ini
Donna Knight
Lynda Kopishke
Mary Ball Morton
George Meldrum, Jr.
Hillary Shade
Jamieson Thomas
Marcie Williams
Chris Brooks

Staff
Christine Bohner
Sarah Kirspel
Cathy Parsells
Jan Ross

Report on Giving

With deep gratitude, we thank the individuals, foundations, and organizations who gave 
funding to the Kalmar Nyckel Foundation from November 1, 2024 through 

October 31, 2025 (fiscal year 2025). Your donations support our education mission and affirm  
the work we do for our greater community and students of all ages. Thank you!

 2025 King Neptune Gala
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$50,000 AND ABOVE 
The Discover Brighter 
   Futures Fund
Linda and Rob Harra
Arkadi Kuhlmann Family Trust

$10,000 TO $49,000
Anonymous
Jill and Chris Brooks
Tatiana and Gerret Copeland
Sylvia Davenport
Diamond State Port Corporation
The Walt Disney Company  
   Foundation
Robert L. Fessler and  
   Patricia J. Fessler Foundation
The Forney Family
Cathy and Richard Julian
Mary and Francis Julian
Melissa Kenny and Mark Maguire
The Kenny Family Foundation
Kenny Family ShopRite Stores
Ellen and Alan Levin
M&T/Wilmington Trust Company
Mary McCoy
Noramco
National Philanthropic Trust
Kimberly Padley
Catherine and Mark Parsells
Philip Reese

$5,000-$9,999
Fair Play Foundation
Carol and Taylor Fiederlein
Highmark Delaware
Emma and Fred Hocker
Cathy and Steve Masterson
J. Gibson McIlvain Company
Christine and Garrett Moritz
Mary Ball and John Morton
Randy and Murray Sawyer
Jamieson and Robert Thomas
Joanne Zecca-Veater and 
   Nigel Veater
John L. Williams
Wonder Meats, Inc
WSFS CARES Foundation

$2,500-$4,999
Christine Blidan
Diana Daloisio and  
   Darren Buseman
Lena and David Cantera
Diamond State Recycling Corp.
Vernita and Eric Dorsey
Amanda and Robert Friz
Gordon, Fournaris &  
   Mammarella, P.A.
Michele and Robert Harra, III
Elizabeth Huxster
Bettina and Scott Jones
L & W Insurance

Gary Linarducci
Kathleen Magner-Rios
Caroline McIlvain and  
   John Sensing
Daniel Meier
Betsy Podrebarac
Liz and Allen Rawl
Dr. Frank Richardson, Jr.
June Robbins
Ross Aronstam & Moritz LLP
Julie and Jonathan Russ
Nancy and Paul Schragger
Sylvia and Earl Seppala
Siegfried Group, LLP
Okemah and Bill Strickland
Swedish Council of America
Marilyn and Michael Uffner

$1,000-$2,500
AAA Club Alliance Inc.
Arthur Au
Bank of America
Tracey and Chris Basler
Kathy and Ron Beard
Ed Brabazon
Douglas Bradley
BrightFields, Inc.
Clinton Brooks
Warren Brownell
CBM Insurance
Chadds Ford Wealth Partners
City of Wilmington
Ashley and Andrew Cloud
Miles Codding
Cynthia McAuley and Tom 
Collins
Lammot du Pont Copeland, Jr.  
CSC
Donna and David Curran
Catherine Dean
Delmarva Power/Exelon
Gloria and Paul Fine
The Honorable Margaret Rose Henry
IncNow
Incyte
Maria Iversen
Jeanette Jackson
Homi Kapadia
Susan and Neil Kaye
Anne Kuh
Melanie and Patricia  
  Lawrence-Caldwell
Jeannie Leahy
Toni Lindsay
Daniel Marsh, Sr.
Anne Martelli-Raben and  
   Adam Raben
Linda and Bill McDonald
Susan McGlynn
Colin McGowan
Lisa and Martin McGregor
George Meldrum, Jr.

Jim Micallef
Robert Morgan
Linda and Ned Morgens
Margaret Morton
New Castle County
Carol and Ben Osbun
Pete Padley
The Pilots' Association for the Bay 
   and River Delaware
Raben-Martelli Family Charitable 
   Gift Fund
Laurel Riegel
Jan and Scott Ross
Tracy and Chip Rossi
Robert Sanner
Lauren Morgens and Matt Sarver
Gwendolyn Saucier
Saul Ewing LLP
Kathleen Shearer
Steve and Helen Spence
Linda and E. Marvin Stouffer
The J Miller Family Charitable Fund
Julia van der Veur
VanDemark & Lynch, Inc.
Walmart - Store 2555
Walmart - Store 5436
Tom Washbon
Weiner Benefits Group, LLC
Marna and Tom Whittington
Donna and Pat Williams
Tiana Wimmer
Gail Robinson and Mike Wolyniec

$500-$999
Ebbie and Russell Alfree
Ashford Capital Management, Inc.
April and Joseph Butera
Kat Caudle
Christine Chastain-Warheit
Patricia Connelly
Mary Hudson and Lynn Ekelund
Jackie and J. Harry Feldman
Eileen Maroney and Rob Gooderham
Fran Green
Jeremiah Hall
Cathy Hamilton
Mike Hare
Saundra and Charles Hayward
Shelley Hunter
Heather and Andy Jefferson
Susan Janes-Johnson and  
   Scott Johnson
Donna and Bruce Knight
David Lillich, III
Steven Maden
Carol Hertzoff and Steve Marino
Wendy Massey
Brenda Mayrack
Shelley Minch
Debra Pace
Parul Pant
Louisa Pittman

Arwen and Erik Rau
Carol and Jim Scarborough
Jane Schindewolf
The Honorable DaWayne Sims
Pamela and Wade Sjogren
Jim Ursomarso
Frank Vadino
Christine van Veen
Sandra and Don Verdiani
Marcelle Williams
Betsy and David Williams
Yukan Foundation

$250-$499 
Jean Ashe
Rachel Balaban
J.C. Barker
MJ Bastian
Jessica and Will Bennett
Rachel and Marc Bevis
Sheriden Black

Jean Bohner
Tony Borgia
Gina and Tony Bosworth
Barry Bowen
Patty and Glenn Boyer
Marilyn Bromels
Cate Bryson
Molly Divianca and Charlie Butler
Barbara and Raymond Butterworth
Patrick Carroll
Mark Chesney
Linda and Tom Cloud
Catherine and Gregory Coin
The Honorable Chris Coons
Anne Curlett
Lisa Curlett
Meg Daly
Morgan and Nevin Dawson
Drew Deionno
Gena Disabatino
Sandra and Eric Dounce

Kalmar Nyckel  Foundation

The 19th annual King Neptune Gala was a great success thanks to our sponsors, 
host benefactors, donors, guests, committee, and volunteers. We honored Governor Matt Meyer 

with the King Neptune Award and raised a record $225,0 including $9,00 for 
Fund a Field Trip. Special thanks to our captains for dressing Kalmar Nyckel for the occasion! 

Photographs by Thom Unger Photograph by Glenn Dracopoulos



Abba Museum
Alternative Therapy Massage
American Helicopter Museum
American Swedish 
    Historical Museum
Anthony's Coal Fired Pizza
Banks Seafood and Raw Bar
BBC Tavern & Grill
Bernie's Espresso
Big Fish Grill
Frances Borchardt 
Tony Bosworth
Bouchaine Vineyards
Chris Brooks
Joe Butera
Cafe Scalessa
Caffé Gelato 
Cape May-Lewes Ferry 
Jon Caspar
Charity Giveaways
Chesapeake Bay Maritime 
    Museum
Chick's Boutique
Chuck Lager America's Tavern 
City Theatre Company
Claudio's Greenport

Miles Codding
Godmother Tatiana and  
    Gerret Copeland
Susan Davies
Delaware Art Museum
Delaware Children's Museum
Delaware Symphony Orchestra
DelCastle Golf Club
Den Gyldene Freden
Diamond State Counseling
Dogfish Head Craft Brewery
Captain Sharon Dounce
Sandy Dounce
DSC Health and Wellness
Embassy of Finland to  
    the United States
Mark Eschbacher
Excel Tent Rentals and Service
Ingrid and Åke Fagelberg
Taylor Fiederlein
First State Brewing Company
First State Crane Service, Inc.
Föreningen Kalmar Nyckel
Gerald Forney
Forney Family
Shannon and Ryan German

Jeffrey Hammond
Linda Brinton Harra
Rob Harra
Harry's Hospitality Group
Marty Harton
Sari Havis
Fred Hocker
Scott Humphrey
Inn At Canal Square
Scott Jones
Källaren Kronan
Kalmar Castle
Kalmar County Museum
Kalmar Flundran
Kalmar Municipal Officials
Anne Kuh
Pat Lawrence-Caldwell
Connie Li
Light Action Productions
Roger Martinie
Wendy Massey
Brenda Mayrack
McCloone's Tavern
Dan McDevitt
George Meldrum, Jr.
Robert Morgan

Ruth Newman
Nina Ovryn Design
P.F. Chang's
Kimberly Padley
Painted Stave Distilling
Cathy Parsells
Maria Paztternandez
Pure Wellness
Hank Renard
Frank Richardson
Riverfront Development  
    Corporation of Delaware
Riverwalk Mini Golf
Rockwood Park and Museum
Jan Ross
Nancy and Paul Schragger
Kathy Shearer
Slottshotellet, Stadsparken
Lyz Smith
Starboard Sailing of the  
     Chesapeake 
Stewart's Brewing Co.
Texas Road House
Jamieson Thomas
Peg Tigue's Family
Timothy's Waterfront Grill

Tobacco Field Cigars
Total Wine and More
Thom Unger
Urban Air Adventure Park
V & S Galvanizing, LLC
Julia van der Veur
Linda Vanderloo
Vasa Museum
Viking Cruises
Vrak Museum of Wrecks  
    Underwater Archaeology
Bonnie Waetzman
Bonnie White
Whitehill Manufacturing
Wild Birds Unlimited
Wilmington Blue Rocks
Zulu Nyala Photo Safari

2025 In-Kind Donations

We extend our thanks to these individuals and organizations that donated in-kind 
goods and services to the Kalmar Nyckel Foundation in FY2025.
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Sharon Dounce
Laura Downes
Linda and Glenn Dracopoulos
Blue Eng and Daniel Stevens
Don Feeney
Christy and Michael Fleming
Peter Galleshaw
Ann Godley
Linda and Andy Gogates
Mary Lou Hare
Allison Hornikel

William Hutchison
Carol Kelly
Lynn Knotts and Nicholas Chiarkas
Lynda Kopishke
Tom Kovach
Lisa and Martin Lessner
Connie Li
Richard McLaughlin
Ellen and Robert Meyer
Catherine and Jay Miller
Charlene Obryant

Rachel Painter
Paul Parsells
Steve Patton
Craig Pavlus
Marilyn and Skip Pennella
Alyson and Primus Poppiti
Carolyn Holland and Richard Schlack
Colleen and John Schleicher
Barbara and Robert Scoglietti
Beth and James Selsor
Peter Silvia
Ben Simons
Krystine and Larry Sipple
Kate Smith
Sheila Stidham-Wilson
William Storck
Ann and Steve Tabinowski
Alison and Dan Thompson
Alan Trebat
Anne Wattman
Bob Weidman
World Affairs Council of Philadelphia
Patricia Zaharko

$100-$249 
Linda and Jim Amundsen
Elaine Autry
Dana Balick and Paul Herdman
Carolyn Barcomb
Nancy and Richard Bayard
Jean Bayuk
Jeff Boes
Bob Boyd
Linda and Steve Boyden
Brian Boyle
Heather Brown
John Cairns
Catherine Call
David Campbell
Deb and Frank Cebula
Dorothy and Robert Colburn
Colonial Daughters of the 17th 
   Century, PA Chapter
Berkley and Leslie Cone
Tim Constantine
Steven Crissman
Margaret Crouse
Tracy Crowley
Robert Cutlip
Alan Czerwinski
Mary Czerwinski
Audrey Day
Pat and Dave Debski
Tam and Darin DeFer
Denis and Jean Priniski
Molly DiBianca
Mary Dugan
Ted Dwyer
Bill Eaton
Beverly Eccles
Mary Edwards
Jeff Eichelberger
Janet and John Erikson
Terri and Tony Eros
Beth and John Faulkner
Michael Fernbacher
Tony Fontana
Ellen and John Forsyth
Anne Foster and Chip Pfleegor

Report on Giving 

Photograph by Tim Mangus *At time of printing

Kalmar Nyckel  Foundation

Jennifer and Bill Foster
Laura and Todd Francis
Rebecca Frederick
Michael Galbraith
Mark Galipeau
Gloriane Garth and Louis Slifker
Stephen Gaston
Augusta Gladd
Susan and Garry Greenstein
Daniel Hagan
Marion and Larry Hamermesh
Ann and David Hamilton
Rodney Hammons
Kate and Peter Heicksen
Joanne and Mike Henry
M Hitchinson-Graff
Timothy Hodson
Alexa Hogarty
Theresa and David Hughes
Mary and Dale Hunt
Cheryl and Gary Hurtt
Chela Hutchison
Lidia Ini
Xiaojiao Jiang
Joyce Johnson
Linda Johnson
Ken Johnson
Barbara Jones
Beverly and John Jordan
Lindsey Keck
Richard Kenny
Annette Kerlin
Sarah and Travis Kirspel
Cynthia Knisley
Steven Kotroba
Michael Kozikowski
Valerie and John Kratunis
Nancy Krody
Kathy Kucek
Kathy and John Lauring
Irene Lee
Linda Lyman
James Maloney, Jr. 
Allison Manuel
Kimberly Markiewicz
James Martelli-Raben
Sheila Martin
Dawn Martinez
Kathryn Massau
Susan and Miklos Mathe
James McCann
Christy and Bryan McCormick
Ed McDevitt
Robert McNaull
Gerard Meehan
Poppy Mell
Hugh Miller
Karen Mills
Janet and William Moatz
Christy Morgan
Sibyl Mose
Tina and Thomas Mulhare
Kelsey and Christopher Mullin
Joyce and John Murray
John Nelson
Karl Neumann
Tim Nurvala
Thomas Ogren
Michelle and Paul Pantano

Jean and Ronald Parks
Vincent Parme
Ted Patten
Tom Pavonarius
Marla Selber and C.J.  Payne
Karen and Gary Perkins
Perkiomen Tours & Travel
Kelsey and Chris Peterson
Robert Phillips
Ken Pineault
George Ponce de Leon
Dave Potter
Craig Priniski
Nate Ransil
Nicholas Raposo
Ron Reese
Hank Renard
John Rogers
Cristian Rojas
Denise Rosaio
Tom Rosendale
Debbie and David Ross
Elizabeth Rowland and 
    Ed Burns
Thomas Russell
Mike Russell
Daniel Schwieger
Janet Scott
Mary and Dave Segermark
Jennifer Selvaggi
Terry Seningen
Hillary Shade
Anna Sodomin
Kate and Jamie Steele
Danielle and Kevin Sullivan
Mary and Bruce Swayze
Aurora Swehla
Dmitriy Synkov
Parker Thompson
Peter Thomson
Christine Kalke and 
    Rolf Thoresen
Mary Tiebout
Pat and Chuck Toppin
Mitch Townley
Marilyn and George True
Deanna and Tom Van Aken
Janna van der Velde
Marie Vayo-Greenbaum and 
   Mark Greenbaum
Maureen Verbeek
Harry Verngren
Bonnie Waetzman
Donna Wahl
LeDee Wakefield
Alan Waldron
Carolyn and Clint Walker
Kathryn Walker
Katherine Ward and  
   James Smigie
Michael Warfel
Barbara and Jim Whisman
Bonnie White
Douglas Wille
Michael Williams
Cindy and Bill Yarbrough
Beverly Zimmerman

The Annual Report is  
a KNF publication. If  
there are any omissions  
or corrections please 
contact Chris Bohner, 
302.429.7447 or 
Info@KalmarNyckel.org



Thanks to a strong culture of 
philanthropic support and a close- 
knit community, the Kalmar Nyckel 
Foundation continues to strengthen its  
role as a vital educational resource  
and a world-class cultural destination. 
                             

Kalmar Nyckel Foundation . 1124 East 7th Street . Wilmington, Delaware 19801 . 302.429.7447 . KalmarNyckel.org
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