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Kalmar Nyckel 
Foundation



 

To provide a 
premier maritime and 

cultural experience 
and destination for all.

The Kalmar Nyckel 
Foundation preserves and 

promotes the cultural  
and maritime heritage of  

Delaware and the Delaware  
Valley for the education  
and enrichment of all.
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O U R  M I S S I O N

O U R  V I S I O N



n  MARITIME HERITAGE:  We hosted over 13,000 people aboard the Tall Ship of Delaware in 
Wilmington, Historic New Castle, and ports from Virginia to New England.

n  LEARNING:  More than 12,700 children and adults participated in our school field trips, class-
room and community outreach programs. We offered free field trips and classroom programs to all 
K-12 Delaware public school students thanks to generous donors and sponsors.

n  COMMUNITY:  7,200 children and adults visited our campus and our signature community 
events in Wilmington: Underground Railroad History Day, LEGO Shipbuilding Day, Captain Kidd’s 
Pirate Day, and Halloween Ghost Ship.

n  VOLUNTEERS: Our volunteer program includes 250+ devoted friends who give their time to 
sail and maintain our ship, deliver education programs and events, and support our growth.

n  MARITIME OUTDOOR EDUCATION COURSE:  We built and designed new team-build-
ing, leadership, and problem-solving group challenge programs for youth and adults thanks to 
generous support from Crystal Trust and The Laffey-McHugh Foundation.

n  NEW EXHIBIT: We introduced a new Join The Crew! exhibit and a new audio tour at the 
Copeland Maritime Center.

Photograph: Jon Caspar

2  2 4  Achie vements

33,000
People reached 

in 2024 

13,000 
Passengers and 

guests on ship sails 
and tours.

12,700 
Children and adults

on field trips and 
classroom programs 

7,200
Visitors to KNF 
and community

 programs

2024

By the Numbers
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Dear Friends,
With an enduring education mission at the Kalmar Nyckel Foundation, we 

continue to grow as both a cultural destination and an educational resource in 
Delaware. Thanks to your generous philanthropic support and community part- 
nerships, our remarkable hands-on learning experiences on ship and shore are 
accessible to underserved youth across the region and visitors from far and wide.

In fiscal year 2024, we reached more than 33,000 students of all ages with 
our innovative educational programs: on field trips, in classrooms, through 
community events, public sails, volunteer training, and private programs on 
Kalmar Nyckel and the Copeland Maritime Center museum and campus. 

We are honored to partner and collaborate with our growing philanthropic 
and cultural community. We invite you to review this annual report and explore 
our ongoing journey to new horizons. Come visit us!

 
		                With deepest appreciation,

		                Catherine Parsells		  Robert V. A. Harra, Jr.
		              EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR	 BOARD CHAIRMAN



2024 Education Highlights

OUR FLAGSHIP 
FIELD TRIP FUND u 

made KNF’s inno- 
vative hands-on  

learning free to all  
Delaware K-12  

public and charter 
school children 

in FY24 — thanks to  
generous donors, 

including Godmother 
Tatiana Copeland  

and Arkadi Kuhlmann 
who presented a 

generous challenge 
match at the Gala.

BY LAND & BY 
SEA: Wilmington’s 
Underground Rail- 

road drew 350 
visitors for Dr. Daisy 

Century’s special 
performance of 

HARRIET TUBMAN 
and children’s 

activities for Black 
History Month.

q

LEGO SHIPBUILDING DAY u 
attracted 800 enthusiastic 
STEM model ship builders 

and creative fans for our 
9th annual event in March.

CAPTAIN KIDD’S 
PIRATE ADVENTURE 
DAY brought 900 
fans to our 5th annual 
event with sword 
school, cannon dem- 
onstrations, ship  
tours, Moby Deck  
station, and crafts.
q

.

p HALLOWEEN GHOST  
SHIP brought 1,200 visitors,  
many in costumes, to  
explore spooky and fun ships  
and activities.
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Catherine Parsells, Executive Director
Samuel Heed, Esq., Senior Historian & Director of Education

Captain Sharon Dounce, Port Captain & Relief Captain
Captain Lauren Morgens, Ship’s Master

Jan Ross, Director of Marketing & Public Relations

Kathryne Peterson, Assistant Director of  Education
Amy Sypher, Assistant Director of Public Programs & Engagement

Claire Birney, Office Manager
Ann Godley, Port Captain’s Office Assistant

EMERITUS

Anthony Bosworth  .  Sylvia Davenport  .  Gerald Forney  .   Garry Greenstein  .  Richard J. Julian
Mary McCoy  .  John Morton  .  Earl Seppala  .  Peg Tigue

KALMAR NYCKEL FOUNDATION STAFF

SHIP STAFF

Jim Fitzgerald, Chief Mate/Engineer  .  Aida Morgan-Russell, Second Mate/Education Officer
Greg Brown, Ship’s Chef

COPELAND MARITIME CENTER & FORT CHRISTINA PARK

Museum Educators: Kathleen Hall-Ditchfield, Kit Melnik, Jeff Thomas  .  Weekend Visitor Services:  Marika Levine
Park Interpreters: Herb Conner, Kathleen Hall-Ditchfield, Kit Melnik, Sydney Mulrooney, Evan Royston, Jeff Thomas

The Kalmar Nyckel Foundation has been providing 
workforce development opportunities to people 

interested in a maritime career for two decades. Each 
fall, when the sailing season ends and maintenance 
season begins, KNF hires and trains several winter deck- 
hands who live on the ship for the winter. n  Winter 
deckhands learn invaluable marine industry skills and 
benefit from mentoring by our ship of- 
ficers and veteran volunteers. Re- 
sponsibilities include learning ship 
maintenance skills, monitoring 
ship systems, and organizing 
volunteers. n We are proud of 
the many deckhands who have 
moved on from our ship to pursue 
careers in the marine industry.

Robert V.A. Harra, Jr. 
CHAIR

Melissa Kenny
PRESIDENT

Christopher Brooks
TREASURER

Christine Moritz
SECRETARY

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Tina Betz
Joseph Butera

Thomas Collins
Vernita Dorsey

Åke Fagelberg
Robert Friz

Kyle Hill
Fred Hocker

Maria Iversen

Adam Knox
Gary Linarducci
Wendy Massey

Megan McGlinchey

Caroline McIlvain
George Meldrum

Kim Padley
Jamai Robinson
Nancy Schragger

Kamela Smith
Daniel Thompson

Nigel Veater

Developing Maritime Careers

2024  Board of Trustees and Staff

Kalmar Nyckel  Foundation

CAPTAIN KIDD’S 
PIRATE ADVENTURE 
DAY brought 900 
fans to our 5th annual 
event with sword 
school, cannon dem- 
onstrations, ship  
tours, Moby Deck  
station, and crafts.
q
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41,150 
Volunteer hours 

donated to sail, teach, 
restore, and guide 
on ship and shore

 

250+
Active volunteers 
sail and maintain  

our ship and support 
our mission

 

3,100 
Visitors to Fort 
Christina Park

 

12,700 
Children and adults 

on educational 
field trips, classroom 

programs, and
 outreach events

Icons: Viktor Turchyn, Kholila Wale, Icon Producer, 
Eucalyp/the noun project

2024

By the Numbers



	  hen Chris Brooks was honored as 
                  KNF’s 2024 Volunteer of the 
                  Year, Captain Sharon Dounce ex- 
plained, “You have gone above and beyond 
this year, almost at the level of a full-time 
job with all you have done – sailing, edu-
cating, serving on the Board of Trustees, 
assisting with the gala, providing office 
support, and more. You are always a joy to 
work with; your smile and great attitude 
are contagious. Thank you from the entire 
KNF organization for all that you do!”

 In 2016, Chris began volunteering 
when KNF received a grant for a new 
database. “He quickly sized up our needs, 
helped find a solution, and guided the  
process with clarity and a sense of humor,” 
recalls Executive Director Cathy Parsells. 
Today, he’s KNF’s IT system volunteer and 
the Treasurer of our Board.

When he joined Kalmar Nyckel’s 
crew, he also became a dedicated rigger and 
educator. Chris especially enjoys teaching 
school children at the blacksmith station 
with a working forge.

“Chris is an absolute pleasure to have 
on board,” says Captain Lauren Morgens. 
“Every day, he brings us an important re-
minder. Whatever our current challenge: 
whether it's too impossibly hot, the school 
buses are late, the clock is ticking on an 
engine repair, we’re stuck at the dock due 
to wind _ he reminds us that we are doing 
something amazing, something that we 
should be a little bit awed by, and that we 
can be proud of what we do.”

Captain Lauren continues, “He thinks 
deeply about the quality of our program, 
the technicalities of sailing, and the leader- 
ship, morale, and dynamic on board… 
And we get to ride the wave of his excite-
ment and excellence.” 

Congratulations 2024 Volunteer of the Year Chris Brooks

TOP
Volunteer Chris Brooks 

aloft as a rigger. 
Photo by 

Glenn Dracopoulos.

CENTER 
Furling a sail aloft  

thanks to our 
volunteer crew.

Photo by Kat Caudle. 
 

BELOW 
Removing mylar 

balloon waste  
from the sea.

Photo by Kat Caudle. 
 

W 
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Doug Acton
Harry Arnao
Elaine Autry
Chris Basler
Nora Beatty
Claire Birney
Doug Blair
Chris Blidan
Mark Blythe
Greg Bosshardt
Tony Bosworth
Barry Bowen
Jim Brice
Chris Brooks 

Volunteer Program

With our deepest appreciation, we thank our volunteers who make the heart of 
our Foundation beat. Our volunteers sail and maintain our ship, teach our education 
programs, guide our museum and park visitors, and deliver our community events. 

The Kalmar Nyckel Foundation’s programs come to life because of their support.
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Leon Brooks
Tom Burns
Joe Butera
Lily Callahan
Patricia Callahan
Regina Callahan
Russ Carlson
Ellen Carter
Rob Carter
Jon Caspar
Kat Caudle
Kathy Caudle
Frank Cebula
Dawn Cheshaek
Mark Chesney
Nancy Chin
Christine Cintron
Jim Clark
Chelsea Cohen
Herb Conner
Angela Cosenzo
Dave Costa
Doug Cousineau
Nevin Dawson
Paul Deevy
Drew Deionno
Gary Deshong
Felicia DiFilippantonio
Joanna Dimondi
Allegra DiNetta

Paul Dispenza
Sandy Dounce
Glenn Dracopoulos
John Eastlund
Blue Eng
MK English
Terri Eros
Tony Eros
Mark Eschbacher
Mike Fernbacher
Taylor Fiederlein
Mike Fiore
Sadie Fiore
Gerry Forney
Stephen Franklin
Derek Freeh
G.G. Garth
Steve Gaston
Steve Gee
Andy Gogates
Mark Goncalves
Charles Gray
Fran Green
Remi Greene
Phil Gross
Lou Guarracino
Jeremiah Hall
John Hancock
Dustin Harvey
Sarah Haskey

Garrett Hastings
MK Hediger
Elan Heicksen
Kate Heicksen
Peter Heicksen
Sophia Heicksen
Oskar Hernandez-Darling
Tali Hernandez-Darling
Janice Hillman
David Hodgdon
Deb Hodgdon
Tim Hodson
Deb Hofmann
Will Horning
Dave Houser
Jane Hruska
Bill Hutchison
Roger Immell
Lidia Ini
Scott Jones
Lindsey Keck
Barry Kelly
Maryann Kelly
Ike Kerschner
Donna Knight
Cindy Knisley
Charlie Kopishke
Lynda Kopishke
Steve Kotroba
Anne Kuh

Mary Lally
Kat LaMarche
Llama LaMarche
Melanie Lawrence-Caldwell
Pat Lawrence-Caldwell
Chrissy Layton
Tina Lesem
Connie Li
Fred Litcofsky
Bob Livingston
Linda Lyman
Skip Lyman
Andrew Lyter
Topher Maddish
John Marcone
Steve Marino
Daniel Marsh, Sr.
Roger Martinie
Randy Masters
Brenda Mayrack
Dan McDevitt
Nancy McGee
Patrick McGovern
Colin McGowan
Kaitlin McGowan
Joel McLaughlin
Richard McLaughlin
Tom McLoughlin
John McMurray
Libby Meier
Jean Metzar
John Miller
Susie Moak
Bill Moatz
Bill Monahan
Michael Moran
Bob Morgan
Aida Morgan-Russell
Jaz Moulden
Pete Moxon
Jen Murphy
Anne Natale
Jack Nelson
Danny Noznisky
Mark Ogles
Kim Padley
Steve Patton
Grace Pehlert
Jessie Pehlert
Lydia Pehlert
Gary Perkins
Ken Pineault
George Ponce de Leon
Craig Priniski
Nate Ransil
Phyllis Reynolds
Frank Richardson
Ron Roberts
Sean Roberts

Steve Rodgers
Dan Romano
Denise Rosaio
Ellen Rosenholtz
Carrie Ross
Roz Roszkowski
Betsy Rowland
Ferdinand Rudolph
Carol Ruffini
Ed Rush
Susan Sagona
Andy Sanborn
Katie Sanborn
Jim Scarborough
Rick Schlack
Nancy Schragger
Paul Schragger
Maggie Scott
Shay Seaborne
Tim Searl
Jeff Sener
Hil Shade
Kathy Shearer
Oliver Sheufelt
Ron Siebach
Larry Sipple
Giani Sirignano
Kate Smith
Lyz Smith
Ollie Stables
Rick Starr
Carol Stevenson
Peter Stransky
Ann Tabinowski
Steve Tabinowski
Jamieson Thomas
Robert Thomas
Rolf Thoresen
Meagan Thurmond
Alan Trebat
Phoebe Troiani
Chris Tryens
Thom Unger
Minuit Valihura
Matthew Van Aken
Julia van der Veur
Chris van Veen
Marie Vayo-Greenbaum
Nigel Veater
Lou Verdeur
Danny Wang
Van Wells
Esther Weyer
Geoff Weyer
David Williams
Marcie Williams
Pat Williams
Joanne Zeccar-Veater
David Zgleszewski
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2024 Program Highlights

2024 DRY DOCK 
was made possible 

by our loyal volunteers 
and ship staff who 

gave long hours for 
the required biennial 
Coast Guard inspec- 

tion and maintenance 
at Mystic Seaport  

Museum.  u

t JOIN THE CREW  
Our new lobby exhibit 
opened in May. (l. to r.) 
Carver Jimmy Knowles and 
artist Dave Zgleszewski 
with their creation, Erik, 
a 1638 crewmate dressed 
in authentic garb made at 
Sweden’s Vasa Museum.
 

p COPELAND 
MARITIME CENTER’S 

NEW AUDIO TOUR 
funded by a generous 

Longwood Foundation 
grant, helps visitors 

uncover hidden gems in 
our six galleries and 15 

exhibits.  
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Kalmar Nyckel  Foundation

VIRGINIA VOYAGE 
Kalmar Nyckel sailed 
to Norfolk, VA in June 
(pictured here), and voy-
aged from Wilmington 
and Historic New Castle, 
Delaware to a total of six 
welcoming ports on the 
Eastern Seaboard. 
q
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Maritime Outdoor Adventure Course
T E A M  B U I L D I N G   .   L E A D E R S H I P   .   P R O B L E M  S O LV I N G

O verlooking the river,  
our new Maritime Outdoor 
Adventure Course was 

launched in 2024 with generous  
support from Crystal Trust and The  
Laffey-McHugh Foundation. The 
course features a series of eight fun 
hands-on group challenges that empha- 
size team building, communication, 
leadership, and problem solving.

This uniquely maritime- themed 
“low ropes” course also introduces the 
skills needed to sail Kalmar Nyckel, 
The Tall Ship of Delaware. Programs 
are designed for  youth ages  8+ and 
adults. Each group chooses their 
specific goals and  the  program is cus-
tomized to their ages and interests. 

L E A R N  M O R E  A T :

KalmarNyckel.org/outdoor.

Kalmar Nyckel  Foundation

I N T R O D U C I N G



An early supporter of the Kalmar Nyckel Foundation 
and its innovative education programs for school 

children, Arkadi Kuhlmann is a business leader, philosopher, 
and educator who wants to make a difference. The former 
CEO of both ING Direct Canada and ING Direct USA, he is 
best known as a banker.

In April 2022, Kuhlmann funded a new permanent exhibit for 
the Tatiana and Gerret Copeland Maritime Center. It began with 
commissioning an oil painting by award-winning marine artist 
Patrick O’Brien – to depict the Battle of Buchan Ness when the 
original Kalmar Nyckel was sunk protecting the Dutch herring 
fleet in 1652. This magnificent piece was also recreated as a 
wall-sized light box for all to enjoy in KNF’s Main Deck Room.

 “Developing cultural and historical programs that connect 
the community to our heritage will impact today and tomor- 
row in immeasurable ways,” notes Kuhlmann. “I am ecstatic 

about the opportunity to participate in  
the culmination of so much work and bring 
it to the public, and especially our community 
in Wilmington.”

Kuhlmann’s most recent philanthropic gift is helping 
create another beautiful permanent educational exhibit. “The 
Key’s Maiden Voyage” will be a newly-commissioned painting  
and light box about Kalmar Nyckel’s first chapter as a Dutch-
built ship. It will be installed on the south wall opposite the 
Battle of Buchan Ness. “Having a supporter with the imagi-
nation and vision of Arkadi Kuhlmann has been inspirational,” 
says Sam Heed, KNF’s Senior Historian, who is developing  
the project.

We extend our gratitude to Arkadi Kuhlmann – a faithful 
believer in the mission and vision of the Kalmar Nyckel Foun-
dation.

Community Partners

Arkadi Kuhlmann: Connecting Community and Heritage

The Challenge Program

City of Wilmington

Council of American Maritime Museums

Delaware Department of Education

Delaware Division of Historical and Cultural Affairs

The National Park Service

New Castle County

NOAA’s Monitor National Marine Sanctuary

Old Swedes Historic Site 

Riverfront Development Corporation of Delaware

Sole Food, Inc.

Swedish Council of America

Tall Ships America

UGR3Day Underground Railroad Experiences, Inc.

Vasa Museum, Stockholm, Sweden

Wilmington City Council
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 OUR GENEROUS SUPPORTERS Left, The Kalmar Nyckel Foundation’s education mission comes  
alive during school field trips and classroom programs; Right, Part of KNF’s new audio tour, “Battle of Buchan  

Ness: Epitaph for an Exceptional Ship,” opened in 2023, thanks to the generosity of Arkadi Kuhlmann.

Kalmar Nyckel  Foundation



Kalmar Nyckel  Annual  Report  11

Fiscal Year 2024 Financials

F Y  2 0 2 4  O P E R AT I N G  R E V E N U E

F Y  2 0 2 4  O P E R AT I N G  E X P E N S E S

26%

9%

46%

19%

21%

13%
8%

38%

19%

In addition, the value of volunteer time (41,150 hours), is $1,378,200.

Depreciation and other non-cash expenses are not included.

Philanthropy

Ship Operations

Other Earned Income

Government and Other

TOTAL= $1,472,210

Education Programs

Ship Operations

Administration

Marketing & Development

Occupancy and Other

TOTAL= $1,496,110

	               operated with  
                                $1,472,000 
                                annual opera- 
ting revenue and 32 employees 
(9 full-time; 23 part-time/ 
seasonal) during the 2024 Fis-
cal Year (November 1, ​2023  
to October 31, 2024). The 
Foundation continues to be 
supported by 250+ active 
volunteers who gave 41,150 
service hours (valued at 
$1,378,200) to sail and main- 
tain our ship as well as deliver 
educational programming in 
2024. Overall, FY24 delivered 
our best results since 2019, 
exceeding not only our FY23 
results, but also our expec- 
tations. However, we did not 
achieve all of our revenue 
goals and some necessary 
costs were higher than plan- 
ned, resulting in a $23,800 
loss. Capital expenditures 
totaling $202,000 were largely 
covered by specific founda- 
tion and individual gifts. 
     KNF’s long-term strategy 
continues to evolve by ex- 
panding partnerships and im- 
proving our maritime campus. 
On our 6.8-acre riverfront 
campus, we have invested 
more than $15,000,000 in the 
ship, Copeland Maritime 
Center, permanent exhibits, 
modern dockage, and ship-
yard improvements. KNF  
is a significant and committed 
contributor to Wilmington’s 
Christina Riverfront.

KNF

Kalmar Nyckel  Foundation



Gala Sponsors
GODMOTHER’S CIRCLE
Diamond State Port 
     Corporation
M&T Bank/Wilmington Trust

KING NEPTUNE’S 
COURT
Bouchaine
Kenny Family ShopRite  
     of Delaware
Kenny Family Foundation
Light Action Productions
Wonder Meats/ 
     New B&M Meats, Inc.

MERMAID’S CIRCLE
Diamond State Recycling
Highmark Delaware

L&W Insurance
Ross Aronstam & Moritz, LLP
Union Park Volvo
WSFS Cares Foundation
Young Conaway Stargatt & 
      Taylor, LLP

PATRON
AAA Mid-Atlantic
AutoPort, Inc.
Brightfields, Inc.
CBM Insurance
CSC
Eisner Amper
Incyte
Maron Marvel Bradley 
      Anderson & Tardy LLC
Noramco 
The Pilots' Association for  
      the Bay & River Delaware
The Siegfried Group, LLP

Vandemark & Lynch, Inc.
Weiner Benefits Group

Gala Host 
Benefactors
Lammot Copeland
Sylvia Davenport 
Gloria and Paul Fine
The Forney Family  
Amanda and Rob Friz
Linda and Rob Harra
Susan Janes-Johnson and             
      Scott Johnson 
Cathy and Richard Julian 
Mary and Francis Julian
Melissa Kenny and Mark Maguire 
Ellen and Alan Levin
Cynthia McAuley and Tom Collins
Mary McCoy

George Meldrum 
Hugh Miller
Linda and Ned Morgens
Margie Morton
Mary Ball and John Morton
The Padley Family
Cathy and Mark Parsells
Philip Reese
Julie and Jonathan Russ
Sylvia and Earl Seppala                      
Kristine and David Tuttleman/ 
      The Tuttleman Foundation 
Marilyn and Mike Uffner
John Williams 

Gala Committee
Chair: Kim Padley
Tina Betz
Chris Brooks
Joseph Butera

Linda Harra
Rob Harra
Charles Hayward
Tim Hodson
Lidia Ini
Donna Knight
Lynda Kopishke
Linda Lyman
Mary Ball Morton
George Meldrum
Donna Phoenix
Nancy Schragger
Hillary Shade
Julie van der Veur
Christine van Veen
Marcie Williams

Staff
Claire Birney
Cathy Parsells
Jan Ross

Our 17th annual King Neptune Gala was a celebration of our beautiful Tall Ship 
of Delaware and our education mission. Thanks to our sponsors, host benefactors, donors, guests, 

committee, and winning bidders, the Gala was a great success. We raised more than 
$200,000, including $58,500 for Fund A Field Trip – a fundraising record for this event!

King Neptune Gala
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Report on Giving

We extend our gratitude and deep appreciation to the individuals, foundations, and 
organizations who donated funding to the Kalmar Nyckel Foundation from 

November 1, 2023 through October 31, 2024 (Fiscal Year 2024). Your gifts support our 
education mission and represent a meaningful affirmation of our work. Thank you!
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$50,000 AND ABOVE 
The Forney Family 
Cathy and Richard Julian
Arkadi Kuhlmann Family Trust

$10,000 TO $49,000
Anonymous 
Anonymous 
Tatiana and Gerret Copeland
Crystal Trust
Dapplecroft Fund at the 
   Philadelphia Foundation
Sylvia Davenport 
Diamond State Port Corporation
The Discover Brighter Futures Fund
The Walt Disney Company 
   Foundation
Robert L. Fessler and  
   Patricia J. Fessler Foundation
Linda and Rob Harra
The Kenny Family Foundation 
Kenny Family ShopRite Stores
The Laffey-McHugh Foundation
M&T/Wilmington Trust Company
Mary McCoy
Ellice & Rosa McDonald  
   Foundation Inc
Hugh Miller 
Christine and Garrett Moritz
Noramco
Kimberly Padley
Kristine and David Tuttleman/          
   The Tuttleman Foundation

$5,000-$9,999
Jill and Chris Brooks
Fair Play Foundation
Maria Iversen
Mary and Francis Julian
Mel and Pat Lawrence-Caldwell
Ellen and Alan Levin
Light Action Productions
Sibyl Mose
Pamela and Byrne Murphy
Cathy and Mark Parsells
Julie and Jonathan Russ
Sylvia and Earl Seppala
Wonder Meats Inc. 

$2,500-$4,999
Agilent Technologies, America 
   Online Giving Fund
Christine and Nathan Cook 
CSC
Carol and Taylor Fiederlein
Amanda and Rob Friz
Highmark Delaware
Susan Janes-Johnson and  
   Scott Johnson 

Bettina and Scott Jones
JP Morgan Chase
L & W Insurance
George Meldrum
Lauren Morgens and Matt Sarver 
Mary Ball and John Morton
New Castle County
June Robbins
Ross Aronstam & Moritz, LLP
Nancy and Paul Schragger
Okemah and William Strickland
Swedish Council Of America
Jamieson and Robert Thomas
Union Park Automotive
Joanne Zecca-Veater and  
   Nigel Veater 
City of Wilmington
WSFS CARES Foundation
Young Conaway Stargatt & 
   Taylor, LLP

$1,000-$2,500
AAA Mid-Atlantic 
AutoPort, Inc.
Tracey and Christopher Basler
The Honorable Lisa Blunt Rochester
BrightFields, Inc.
Clinton Brooks
Carstar Auto Body Services
CBM Insurance
Ashley and Andy Cloud
Cynthia McAuley and Tom Collins
Herschel Connor
Lammot Copeland
Donna and David Curran
Eisner Amper LLP
Steve Falchek and John Offidani
Gloria and Paul Fine 
Ryan German
Danielle and Alden Gibbs
Emma and Fred Hocker
Incyte
Deanna Kelly
Melissa Kenny and Mark Maguire 
Jeannie Leahy
Julia Leisenring
Maron Marvel Bradley Anderson 
   & Tardy LLC
Dan Marsh Sr.
Wendy Massey 
Caroline McIlvain
James Micallef
Linda and Ned Morgens
Margie Morton
Ben Osbun/ Josephine C  
   Osbun Fund 
Albert Padley
The Pilots' Association for the
   Bay and River Delaware

Philip Reese
Francis Richardson, Jr. 
Onie Rollins
Kathleen Shearer 
The Siegfried Group, LLP
Pamela and Wade Sjogren
Cynthia and E. Marvin Stouffer
Marilyn and Michael Uffner
Robert Valihura
VanDemark & Lynch, Inc.
Sandra and Don Verdiani
Tom Washbon
Weiner Benefits Group, LLC
Barbara and Jim Whisman
Marna and Thomas Whittington
John L. Williams
Donna and Pat Williams
James Spadola, Wilmington 
   City Council
Michael Wolyniec
Donna and Bill Zimmerman

$500-$999
Bank of America
April and Joe Butera
Maria Cabrera,    
   Wilmington City Council 
Kathleen Coburn
Lisa and Eric Davis
Vernita and Eric Dorsey
Julianne and John Doubet
Maria du Pont
Jennifer Evans
Rob Gooderham
Francis Green
Saundra and Charles Hayward
Bill Hutchison
Lidia Ini
Donna and Bruce Knight
Anne Kuh
John Lavoie
Gary Linarducci
Irene and H. Hunter Lott
Steven Maden
Maritime Exchange for Bay  
   and River Delaware 
Lisa and Marty McGregor
Robert McNaull
Louis Memmolo
Rosanne Miller
Christy Morgan
Harriet and Hans Mueller
Zanthia Oliver, 
   Wilmington City Council 
Moira Owens
Kirsten and David Parsells
Janet and Steven Patton
Bob Penneys
Lisa and Michael Ramone

Ellen Rosenholtz
Jan and Scott Ross
Tracy and Chip Rossi
Carol and James Scarborough
Jane Schindewolf and Eric Romano 
Woldemar Schock
Kenneth Shaw
Peter Silvia
Sheila Stidham-Wilson
Alison and Dan Thompson
Alan Trebat
Walmart - Store 2555
Betsy and David Williams
Patricia Zaharko

$250-$499 
Peter Abessinio
Arthur Au
J.C. Barker
Tina Betz
Peter Blessinger

Barry Bowen
Brandywine Trust Company, LLC
Martha and Tom Carper 
Katherine Caudle
James Clark
Linda and Thomas Cloud
Lisa Curlett
Pat and Dave Debski
Susan Dounce
Captain Sharon Dounce
Augustus du Pont
Rod Ellingsworth
Jacqueline Faulcon
Anne Foster
Joseph Francis
Malcolm Godshall
Marge Hardham
Daniel Harris
Dustin Harvey
Margaret Rose Henry
Bayard Hogan

Kalmar Nyckel  Foundation
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David Hoopes
Heather and Andy Jefferson
JP Morgan Chase Good Works 
    Employee Giving Program
Lynda and Charlie Kopishke
Thor Lundin
Sue  Lunger
Kathryn Massau
Cynthia McAuley
Christy and Bryan McCormick
Dan McDevitt
Megan and Brian McGlinchey
Christine Merola
Michele Minch 
Eda Ross Montgomery
Cynthia and Jack Morton
Peter Neiner
Timothy Nurvala
Russell Oden
Liz and Allen Rawl
Michael Reckner
Jim Robinson
Adam Rutenberg
Gwendolyn Saucier
Charles Schwab Charitable 
    Giving 
Michael Schwartz
Gail and C.J. Seitz
Marvella Sessoms
Hillary Shade 
Joseph Sodomin
Danielle and Kevin Sullivan
Thomas Swanson
Jeanette Taylor
Collis Townsend
Marcelle Williams

$100-$249 
James Alles
America Online Giving
Victoria Astley
Elaine Autry
Dana Balick and Paul Herdman
Mary and David Bernheisel
Damon Berz
Amy Bielicki
Paige Birtwell
Edward Bispham
Greg Bosshardt
Patresa Boyer
Margaret Brenner

Margaretta Brokaw
Charles Brooks
Gregory Brown
Heather Brown
Richard Burd
Barbara and Ray Butterworth
Victoria and John Cairns
Ellen and Rob Carter
Frank Cebula
James Chapman
Dawn Cheshaek
Mark Chesney
Chevron Humankind 
Penns Grant Chapter Colonial  
   Dames of America XVII
Leslie and Berkley Cone
Kim Connell
Patricia Connelly
Susan and Herb Conner
Dariel Curren
Ann Dasilva
Nevin Dawson
Gary Deshong
Mary Dugan
Carol Duncan
Frank du Pont
Louie du Pont
William du Pont
William Eaton
Beverly Eccles
Susan and Tom Eichler
Lamar Eric Ekbladh
Blue Eng
Michele Evans
Åke and Ingrid Fagelberg
Sutton and Kurt Faller
DJ Fasick
David Feaster
Maureen and John Fernbacher
Mark Galipeau
Rick Geisenberger
Kenneth Giaccone
Ann Gill
Ann Godley
Linda and Andy Gogates
Susan and Garry Greenstein
Rodney Hammons
Linda Hardy
Amy and Richard Harra
Amber and Nathan Hauser
Charles Hauser
Carol Hertzoff and Steve Marino 
Kyle Hill
Peggy and Dave Hill
Janice Hillman
Timothy Hodson
Kristina Hofmann
Alexa Hogarty
Elizabeth and Bill Hohman
Jody Hutchinson
Mary Ingham
Xiaojiao Jiang
Joyce Johnson
Philip Johnson
Rodney Johnson
Beverly Jordan
Karin and Martin Karel

Maryann Kelly
Adam Knox
Jean and Robert Krapf
Valerie Kratunis
Kathy Kucek
Maria and Bill LaFond
Ruth and Greg Lavelle
Kristina Lesem
Toni Lindsay
Joelle Link
Stephen Lisinski
Linda Lyman
Cheri Lynch
Brian Mattaway
Brenda Mayrack
Cynthia McCauley
John McKelligott
William McMahon
Carl McNabb
Richard Miller
Janet and William Moatz
William Monahan
Kathy and Fred Moran
Cynthia Morgan
Gail Nalven
John Nelson
Jim Paoli
Theodore Patten
Grace Pehlert
Karen and Gary Perkins
Donna Phoenix
George Ponce de Leon
Charles Poore
Alyson and Primus Poppiti
Craig Priniski
Nathan Ransil
Michael Reckner
Laurel Riegel
Kenya Robinette
Denise Rosaio
Becky and Michael Rosen
Leona Roszkowski
Jane Rubini
Richard Schlack
Mary and David  Segermark
Terry Seningen
Thais Sielecki
Colette Silvestri
Katherine Smith
Mysti Sothen
Daniel Stevens
Kathleen Stiller
John Sullivan
Rolf Thoresen
Sally Townsend
Matthew Van Aken
Marie Vayo-Greenbaum
Sherri Voelkel
Alan Waldron
Katherine Ward
Carla and Richard Westerman
Ann and Calhoun Wick
Terry Wiley
John Wilson
Tiana Wimmer
Yukan Foundation

Report on Giving 

OUR 
EDUCATION 

MISSION 
allows school child- 

ren, adult volun-
teers, and visitors 

to challenge them-
selves, explore new  

ideas, and have  
fun in the process. 

We bring history  
to life on our ship 

and shore.

Kalmar Nyckel  Foundation



Accent On Travel
Anthony's Coal Fired Pizza 
Anytime Fitness Bear
Elaine Autry
B.G. Photography
Backyard Birds Emporium
Big Fish Grill
Bouchaine Vineyards
Chris Brooks 
Buckley's Tavern
Caffé Gelato
Cape May Lewes Ferry
Capital Genealogy
Governor John Carney and  
   Mrs. Tracey Quillen Carney 
CARSTAR Auto Body Services
Jon Caspar
The Challenge Program
Chelsea Tavern
Dawn Chesheak
Chick's Boutique
Chuck Lager American Tavern
City Theater Company
Companion Animal  
   Veterinary Associates
Godmother Tatiana and  
   Gerret Copeland
Sylvia Davenport
Lisa and Eric Davis
Patricia Debski

Deerfield Golf Club
Delaware Art Museum
Delaware Childrens Museum
Delaware Cruises and Events
Delaware River and  
   Bay Authority
Delaware State Parks
Delaware Symphony Orchestra
Delaware Theater Company 
Molly DiBianca, Esq.
Dogfish Head Craft Brewery
Sandy Dounce
Sharon Dounce
Dover Federal Credit Union
DSC Health and Wellness
Embassy of Finland
Evolution Karate
Excel Tent Rentals & Services
Expedia Cruises of Delaware
Firebirds Wood Fire Grill 
First State Crane Service, Inc. 
First State Floats
Fort Delaware State Park
Mark Galipeau
Steve Gee
Shannon and Ryan German
Golf Galaxy
The Grand Opera House
Francis Green 
Hagley Museum and Library

Linda Hardy
Linda B. Harra
Historic Chesapeake City's  
   Little Wedding Chapel
Deb Hodgdon
Scott Humphrey 
Lidia Ini
Inn At The Cana
Jessop's Tavern
Scott Jones
Deanna Kelly
Kenny Family Foundation
Kenny Family ShopRite
Lynda and Charlie Kopishke
Anne Kuh 
Ladew Topiary Gardens
Connie Li
Light Action Productions
Bob Livingston
Linda Lyman
Main Event
Steve Marino and Carol Hertzoff 
Brenda Mayrack
Dan McDevitt 
George Meldrum
Mermaid Diamond Sparkles
Middletown Business Alliance
The Mind Body Whisperer
William Moatz
Christy Morgan

Robert Morgan
Mr. Shrinkwrap
NC Solutions, Nina Cruz
Oath 84
Orchard Point Oyster Co. 
Nina Ovryn Design
Kimberly Padley
The Painted Stave
Cathy and Mark Parsells
Patriot Ice Center
Patterson Schwartz 
Philadelphia Union
Ray and The Caribbean  
   Authentic
Riverfront Development  
   Corporation
Riverfront Mini Golf
Ellen Rosenholtz
Jan Ross
Nancy & Paul Schragger
The Screening Room at 1313
Sea Horse Adventure, LLC.
Dwayne Seeley  
   International Paint
Hillary Shade
Kathy Shearer
Katherine Smith
SoDel Concepts
Swede Things In America
Steve Tabinowski

Tease Salon
The Terry House
Tobacco Field
Total Wine And More
The Tuttleman Foundation
Thom Unger
Union Park Volvo
Urban Air Adventure Park,  
   Ellen Rosenholtz
Lou Verdeur
Viking River Cruises
Michael Waite
Bonnie White
Terry Wiley
Williams Law Firm 
Wilmington and Western  
   Rail Road
Wilmington Blue Rocks
David L. Wilson
Winterthur
Zulu Nyala Photo Safari

2024 In-Kind Donations

We are gateful to these individuals and organizations that donated in-kind goods 
and services to the Kalmar Nyckel Foundation in FY2024.
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The Annual Report is  
a KNF publication. If  
there are any omissions  
or corrections please 
contact Chris Bohner, 
302.429.7447 or 
Info@KalmarNyckel.org



Our remarkable hands- 
on learning experiences on 
ship and shore are accessible to 
underserved youth across  
the region and visitors from far  
and wide, thanks to generous  
philanthropic support and 
community partnerships.
                                

Kalmar Nyckel Foundation . 1124 East 7th Street . Wilmington, Delaware 19801 . 302.429.7447 . KalmarNyckel.org


