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MEET REV. ,
DARREN LIEPOLD !

St: Mark’s new minister
brings music, laughter,
family,and a heart
‘for community to

| North Belleville i
' Y e
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Cittawa, and Montreal remained close
emough fior a trip, but day-to-day life here
felt more manageable, more grounded,
and more connected b0 the landscape
around it

For Darren, the city also began to open
through music. Over the past two years,
he has been a member of the Belleville
Chaoral Sociery, an experience that helped
him become more familiar with the
people, culture, and creative life of the
COmmunicy,

45 he and Brian spent mare time here,

they began collecting the kinds of local
favourites that make a place feel personal,
Darren mentions Reid's Dairy mifkshakes,
karaoke nights at The Beaufort, good
ltaliam, Greek, and Eastern European
food in town, and the hope of patting to a
Belleville Senators game sometime soamn,
They are small details, but meamningful
ones. Thiey are the early markers of
belonging: the places you return to, the
experiences you mention @ Others,
and the rhythms that slowly make a
carmmunity feel like part of your own life.

A Life Shaped by Community

Darren brings to 5t Mark's a long and
varied life im ministry, though he speaks
about that experiencs less like 3 résumé
and more like a collection of communities
that have shaped him., He has been
ordained for 3& years and has served in
British Columbia, Alberta, and Ontaria
He also spent four years working with
the Uniting Church in Sydney, Australia,
an experience he describes a5 “guite
magical.”

There were parts of life and ministry in
Australia that felt surprisingly famillar,
Feople, Darren found, were much the
same, The meetings were much the
same tog, he jokes — just with a different
accent

But the experience also  offered
perspective. Moving across the world
required openmess, curiosity, and a
willingness 1o meet pecple where they
werg, Il you are willing to put yoursell
out there, Darren says, peaple are often
willing to welcome you. That lesson has
stayed with him

Having lived and served in many
places, Darrem umderstands that every
community has its own character. You
do not truly become part of a place by
arriving with all the answers. You begin by
I-:-:ewing. MEOERCINE, |Caning | an .:Llli;.'.'.'ir'_g
relationships to farm owver time,

Thatoutlook matters as he steps (nto this
new roke in Morth Belleville, Though he
had not yvet officially started at 5t. Mark's

at the ume af our conversation, the
meetings and events he had attended
had already given him a strong sense
of welcome. For Darren, that kind of
beginning matters. Itis one thing to arrive
ir a new rale. It is ancther o feel the first
signs of belonging.

A Ploce of Welcame

The congregation has described itself as
@ beacon of light, a beacon of love,” and
Darren sees that not as a slogan, but as a
practical responsibility.

Many people are struggling right now,
he says, Rising costs, chamging job
rharkits, housing pressures, inflation,
and uncertainty have made life difficult
for families and individuals, At the same
time, even in a workld where people can
connect imstantly through technology,
many remain loneby,

"We cocooned during COVID® Darren
says, “and | think mary of ws are still
trying to break out of that shell.”

That is why places of welcome matter,
For Darren, welcome 5 not simply about
opening the deor and hoping people
walk through 1T 10 is afnour listening to
peocpie’s stories, understanding their
experiences, and helping them find
pednis of connection with others,

He also recognizes [hat w.ulk:ng it a
church, or amy established community,
for the first time can feel intimidating.
Some people arrive with deep faith,
Lthers arrive with questions. Some may
feel certain about what they believe,
while others may simply be looking
far connection, friendship, or a place
where they feel accepted, To Darren, the
welcome must be wide en uugh for all of
tham,

AL 5t Mark’s, he says, people are
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accepted as they are. The congregation
mcludes peopbe from mamy walks of
fife, with different experiences, differemnt
backgrounds, and different stories. Some
liwe and work in Bellaville, while others are
connecied 1o surrounding commurithes,
including Tyendinaga. That variety is part
of wihat makes the welcome meaning ful,
Far amyone who may feel nervous about
walking through the doors for the first
time, Darren’s message is simple! come a5
yoil are, “Mo one is turned away,” he says.
"Everyong |5 celebrated for the gifts they
bring.”

Part of the Good

Ax Narth Belleville continues to griow and
change, Darren sees both real need and
real possibility. 5t Mark’s cannot meeet
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every need on its own, and he is clear that
no single church, agency, arganizaticn, or
community group can, But he belisves
that when people and organizations work
together, much more becomes possible.
That means churches cooperating with
agencies, community groups Supporting
one another, neighbours paying attention
towhat is needed, and people being willing
i show up wihere they can.

"5t Mark's needs o continue in its work
by cooperating with other churches, othes
social agencies, other interest groups to
make Belleville a wonderful place,” he says,

Darren hopes to become imialved in
community activities and bo shosw, through
acthon and presence, how much he cares
ahoat the wider geod of Baileville,

GIVE WHAT YOU CAN.
GROW WHAT WE SHARE.
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Learn about sponsorship opportunities,
mprovement projects, and how even the
smallest donation can make a lasting Impact,

"I hope to get invodwed with many of the
actvities in the community to show we
care and we are a part of the good far all.”
he says,

A New Chapler

For Narth Belleville readers, Darren's story
is not anly about a mew minister baginning
at 51, Mark's. It ks also about Darren and
Brian becoming part of the life of this
commumity in the ordinary, meaningful
ways people doc through music, meals,
Eacal discoveries, canversaticns,
friendships, and a willingness o show
upThey arrive with a deep appreciation
for community, shaped by years of serving,
moving, listening, and beginning again
They also arrive with a sense of excitement
about Belleville and about 5t Mark's role
weitkuiry it

“The opportunity to enter info a well-
established community that is looking to
be a positive presencd in the waorld is guite
exciting.” Darren says.

I many ways, that ks the heart of this new
chapter. 50 Mark’s may be the doorway
through which Darren and Brian are
becoming better known in North Belleville,
but the story |5 ultimately a neighbourty
one. It B about two people who value
laughter, music, food, comersation, and
wialcarmie, IE s about a congregation looking
autward. And it 5 about the steady work
of helping people feel they belong.

For Darren and Brian, this rew Chapter
begins with curiosity, gratitude, and a
genuine desire to be partof the community
around them,

Far Morth Belleville, it is a chance o
weloome new nelghbours who seem ready
to do what good nefighbours do: take part,
lister well, and make room at the table,
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