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The Crystal Mountain Founders
Club is thrilled to honor

Greg McNabb as our
2026 Hall of Fame Inductee!

For Greg Mchlabb, Crystal Mountain i far more than a col-
lection of ki runs, chairifts, rope tows, and T-bars—it s the
setting of hislfe’s most cherished memories, a ifelong
home, and a testament to family legacy. Born and raised
Bellevue, Washington, Greg's journey on the snow actualy
beganin 1961 at the Hyak Ski Area before Crystal Mounti
had even opened ts doors. But Crystal s where the
Metlabl family truly grevs up. In 1963, his parents, Bill and
Sallie Mcliabb, built the very first cabin n Crystal Village.
That historic cabin still stands today as a monument to the:
family’s deep roots, now proudy enjoyed by three vibrant
generations of McHabbs.

The family’s weekend ritual was an absolute production.
Every Fiday night after school, the station wagon was
‘packed to the brim with eight children and the family Ger-
‘man Shepherd, all ager for @ weekend of sking, race rain-
ing, and memory building. Saturday mornings began with

n. Al the children fined up in the cabin hall-
way while Bil stood at the door running down a stict check-
ist: “Does everyone have ther hat, gloves, goggles, boots,
skis, poles, tcket, lunch?” Onlly after answering Yes”, were
they allowed to pass through the door and load into the
‘car—boys in back, girls in the middle, and Bill and Salle up
front with a baby between them. Inevitably, about halfuay
0 the mountain, someone would confess to forgetting an
tem, only to receive Bil'sfirm reminder that they would
just have to do without that day. As Greg quickly learned,
rope tows were incredibly unforgiving on gloveless hands.

‘Once Crystal Mountain offcially opened, Bll enrolled the
childreninto Jack Nagel's sk school and later nto the Crys-
tal Mountain Alpine Club’s (CMAC) Mity Mite program. By
the mid-1960's, with seven kids in the family actively si rac-
ing, winter passes were a substantial financial investment.
Tonhelp offset the costs, Crystal offered a summer work pro-
gram where the children could perform light maintenance,
Such as painting lf shacks and chairifts. Under Bil's firm.
‘encouragement, Greg and his iblings spend part of thei
‘summer vacations working at the mountain, earning their
‘own season tickets for the upcoming winter.

Greg continued to race into the early 1970's, until hislttle
brother, Peter, began consistently beating him. Preferring.
€0 avoid further humilition, Greg hung up the racing and
transitioned to skiinstructing for Jack Nagel and, eventully,
coaching for CMAC.

ing the concrete tower foundations for whatis now fa-
mously known as the “Chair to Nowhere.” His love for the.
Sport brought him back to CMAC, where he coached until
1984 under the leadership of Manfred Schindler, Willy
Schmitt, and Rick Reed.

While the mountain completely shaped his yout, it also de-
fined his future. In 1988, Greg met his beautiful wite, Lisa,
right there on the slopes. One thing led to another and they
married in 1990. Driven by the realiy that the original fam-
iy cabin was becoming justa ltte too overpopulated, Greg
and Lisa bought their own cabin in Crystal Vilage on Decem.-
ber, 1993, Together they raised their three children,
McKenna, Keith, and Duncan, who still rip up the mountain
0 this day. True to the Metlabb bloodiine, llthree children
have happily continued the legacy of racing, working and
coaching for Crystal Mountain. In 1989, a the persistent n-
sistence of Mark Rohrback, Greg stepped up to serve as the.
President of Crystal Mountain Chapel Board, a position he
proudy holds o thi day. His link to the mountain took an-
other meaningful tum in 2010 when he received a callfrom
Fred Reininger, who simply told Greg he was nominating
him for a board position on the CMFC and immediately hung
up the phone. Some month later, Greg was offically con-
firmed and eventualy service as president for a number of
years.

In 1995, Greg’s Mom, Salie, passed away and a memorial sk
race was formed in her honor. With the help of CMAC and
Crystal Mountain, this year the race celebrated it's 30° yeai
Today, Greg's love for Crystal continues to strengthen s the.
family milestones come full irce as he has since had the
profound honor of offcating two of hs o

ight a the top of the mountain, cemer





