TO HONOR ST. JAMES THE GREATER

THE SON OF ZEBEDEE AND SALOME,
JAMES FISHED FOR A LIVING WITH
HIS BROTHER, JOHN., ST. JAMES IS
CALLED JAMES THE  GREATER,
POSSIBLY BECAUSE HE FOLLOWED
JESUS CHRIST BEFORE THE OTHER
APOSTLE NAMED JAMES. JESUS
CHRIST CALLED JAMES TO FOLLOW
HIM. MATTHEW, MARK AND LUKE
ATTEST TO HIS CALLING. JAMES
WAS ONE OF THE FAVORED TO
WITNESS THE TRANSFIGURATION OF
JESUS, THE RAISING OF JAIRUS'S
DAUGHTER, AND THE AGONY IN
THE GARDEN ON HOLY THURSDAY
NIGHT. JAMES AND JOHN WERE
KNOWN AS BOANERGES, WHICH
MEANS "SONS OF THUNDER” AS
THEY SEEMED TO HAVE HAD
STRONG TEMPERS. LUKE RECORDS
IN THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES: “I'T
WAS ABOUT THIS TIME THAT KING
HEROD STARTED PERSECUTING
CERTAIN MEMBERS OF THE
CHURCH. HE BEHEADED JAMES
AND IS THOUGHT TO HAVE BEEN
THE FIRST APOSTLE MARTYRED.
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NOVENA DEDICATING THE WEEK




How to Pray the Most Holy Rosary

1. Make the Sign of the Cross.

2. Holding the Crucifix, say the Apostles’ Creed.

3. On the first bead, say an Our Father.

4. Say three Hail Mary's on each of the next three beads.

5. Say the Glory Be

6. For each of the five decades, announce the Mystery, then say the Our Father.

7. While fingering each of the ten beads of the decade, next say ten Hail Mary's while meditating on the Mystery.
Then say a Glory Be. (After finishing each decade, say the following prayer requested by the Blessed Virgin Mary
at Fatima: "O my Jesus, forgive us our sins, save us from the fires of hell, lead all souls to Heaven, especially
those who have most need of your mercy.")

8. After saying the five decades, say the "Hail, Holy Queen, followed by this dialogue and prayer:
V. Pray for us, O holy Mother of God.
R. That we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ.
Let us pray: O God, whose Only Begotten Son, by his life, Death, and Resurrection, has purchased for us the
rewards of eternal life, grant, we beseech thee, that while meditating on these mysteries of the most holy Rosary
of the Blessed Virgin Mary, we may imitate what they contain and obtain what they promise, through the same
Christ our Lord. Amen.
The Five Joyful Mysteries (prayed on Mondays & Saturdays)

1. The Annunciation

2. The Visitation

3. The Nativity

4. The Presentation in the Temple
5. The Finding in the Temple

The Five Sorrowful Mysteries (prayed on Tuesdays & Fridays)
1. The Agony in the Garden
2. The Scourging at the Pillar
3. The Crowning with Thorns
4. The Carrying of the Cross
5. The Crucifixion and Death

The Five Glorious Mysteries (prayed on Wednesday & Sundays )
1. The Resurrection
2. The Ascension
3. The Descent of the Holy Spirit
4. The Assumption
5. The Coronation of Mary

The Five Luminous Mysteries (prayed on Thursdays)
1. The Baptism of Christ in the Jordan
2. The Wedding Feast at Cana
3. Jesus' Proclamation of the Coming of the Kingdom of God
4. The Transfiguration
5. The Institution of the Eucharist




Novena in Honor of St James

St. James!
We come to you in eager pilgrimage.

We come as part of a great throng of pilgrims
who through the centuries have come to this place,
where you are pilgrim and host, apostle and patron.

We come to you today
because we are on a common journey.
Place yourself, patron of pilgrims,
at the head of our pilgrimage.
Teach us, apostle and friend of the Lord,
the WAY which leads to him.
Open us, preacher of the Gospel,
to the TRUTH you learned from your Master’s lips.
Give us, witness of the faith,
the strength always to love the LIFE Christ gives.
We pray in Jesus’ name. Amen.



MFirst Day — July 16

The Call of James (Matthew 4:18-22)

As Jesus was walking by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two
brothers, Simon who is called Peter, and his brother
Andrew, casting a net into the sea; they were fishermen.
He said to them, "Come after me, and I will make you
fishers of men." At once they left their nets and followed
him.

He walked along from there and saw two other brothers,
James, the son of Zebedee, and his brother John. They
were in a boat, with their father Zebedee, mending their
nets. He called them, and immediately they left their boat
and their father and followed him.



Keﬂcction

Mcna//ng their nets on the shores of the 5@3 of Ga/f/cc,
Jamcs and Jo/m ook up to see Jcsus. Ana’ he calls them
to do 5omet/7/}7g totally new—to follow /7/’/77; and to become
50met/1/r:g new as well—“fishers of men.” W/zﬂ did Jesus
choose fishermen for his first a/lisc://’o/cs? /> er/;aps because
7[115/7//75 takes strengt/), séi/é Persistence, and
patience. /’er/ya/os because tishermen live amidst the beauty
and danger of the natural world, and understand their
d%pcna%ncecnv(}oa(/zﬁ%qpsfmxauscf%ﬁ@nnanHOWf
when to work /ong, hard /70ur5, and when to rest. An
A /oost/e needs all these c;ua//ﬁ@s as well

W/?CI’I t/my hear the Lora/’s Ca/l James and Jo/m
re5ponc7/ at once. 77763 do not ask c;ucstfons, finish the
task at /73/7c7f or even consult with their [af/ki‘l} instead,
“mmedia te/ﬂ 7 t/neﬂ Jeave the old life behind and Follow
Jcsus' [orus, too, the call to 0/11561)9/65/7/;0 usually comes in
the midst of the humdrum pPa tterns of our ala/’/ﬂ //vcs, when
W63R3k25f6406Cﬁ@gﬂ1/qﬁfWCfCBdthfE%DOﬁGQOt%C
[ ord’s call—to do 50/7761%//75 ditferent: to become somc—:t/)/hg

new?



MSecond Day — July 17

The Sons of Thunder (Luke 9:51-56)

When the days for his being taken up were fulfilled, Jesus
resolutely determined to journey to Jerusalem, and he sent
messengers ahead of him. On the way they entered a
Samaritan village to prepare for his reception there, but
they would not welcome him because the destination of
his journey was Jerusalem. When the disciples James and
John saw this they asked, "Lord, do you want us to call
down fire from heaven to consume them?"

Jesus turned and rebuked them, and they
journeyed to another village.



Keﬂcction

Jesus gave Simon a SPCCIé/ name - “Feter” Jesus also
gives James and Jo/m a SPGCIé/ name, ‘ﬁoanc/:gcs, » which
means “sons of thunder’ ( Mané 3:17 ) 5cr//’c)ture scholars
tell us that the gving of a new name is a 5181 of an inner
transformation: think of Abram, who became Abraham, and
Jacob, who became [srael _James and _John must have
been full of zeal for the K/ngalom to receive a name like

“sons of thunder.”

Ve geta g//mfase of that zeal for the [ ord’s work in this
passage from [ uke. VWhen the /960/3/6 of one town refuse
to welcome Jesus, Jamcs and Jo/m offer to “call down fire
from hea ven,” to c/e5tr0ﬂ them as 500/0/77 and Gomorraﬁ
were c/cstroyea/ when t/neﬂ refused to receive the
Lora’. But Jc5u5 “rebukes” them. Tﬁat /s not the way of
the K/hgc/om. Jesus invites, but he does not command, and
his a//:SCI;f)/@S are to do the same.

[Tow do we rcsloona/ to rcy/ect/on? l/l//f/7 the “thunder’ of
James, or with the peace of (_hrist?



M Third Day — July 18
A Child Raised from the Dead (Luke 8:40-42, 49-56)

A man named Jairus, an official of the synagogue,
came forward. He fell at the feet of Jesus and begged him
to come to his house, because he had an only daughter,
about twelve years old, and she was dying.... Someone
from the synagogue official's house arrived and said,
"Your daughter is dead; do not trouble the teacher any
longer."

On hearing this, Jesus answered him, "Do not be
afraid; just have faith and she will be saved."

When he arrived at the house he allowed no one
to enter with him except Peter and John and James, and
the child's father and mother. All were weeping and
mourning for her, when he said, "Do not weep any
longer, for she is not dead, but sleeping."

And they ridiculed him, because they knew that
she was dead. But he took her by the hand and called to
her, "Child, arise!" Her breath returned and she
immediately arose. He then directed that she should be
given something to eat.

Her parents were astounded, and he instructed
them to tell no one what had happened.



Keﬂcction

When Jesus raises the c/aug/zter of_Jairus from the dead,
he does not take all of his a//sc/p/es with him. On/ﬂ /> eter,
James, and_John are in the room with the g[r/ and her
/oarcr;ts, W/l7617, with a word and a touch of the /lzanaf Jcsus
restores her to Iife.

Jesus tells them all to /é@é‘/? silence about this great
miracle. On/ﬂ when _Jesus himselfis raised from the dead
will the three A /oost/es understand what it /s t/neﬂ have
witnessed: the very power of (od, tr/umfp/mnt over (’:‘\/IZ
over disease and sickness of every éi}?af over death
jtself. _James, with Feterand John, is a 5/96(:[3/ witness to
resurrection. / 7’(:‘ will be able to slocalé to others the sa v;hg
words of (. hrist: just have faith.”



BSFourth Day — July 19

James, Witness to the Glory of Christ
(Matthew 17:1-9)

Jesus took Peter, James, and John his brother, and led
them up a high mountain by themselves. And he was
transfigured before them; his face shone like the sun and
his clothes became white as light. And behold, Moses and
Elijah appeared to them, conversing with him.

Then Peter said to Jesus in reply, "Lord, it is good
that we are here. If you wish, I will make three tents here,
one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah." While he
was still speaking, behold, a bright cloud cast a shadow
over them, then from the cloud came a voice that said,
"This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased;
listen to him."

When the disciples heard this, they fell prostrate
and were very much afraid. But Jesus came and touched
them, saying, "Rise, and do not be afraid." And when the
disciples raised their eyes, they saw no one else but Jesus
alone. As they were coming down from the mountain,
Jesus charged them, "Do not tell the vision to anyone
until the Son of Man has been raised from the dead."



Keﬂcction

/n the Gosloc/ accora//hg to Matt/zem the Transzflgura tion
of Jesus comes immediately following his first prediction of
his [assion. [ his is a hard teaching indeed: how can the
Mcss/a/;, the C/7056n Onc of (God, the §av1'or, be
crucitied? /D cter 5/oca,é5 for all of them when he says, “ sod
[or[wa [ ord! No such z%/ng shall ever Aaploen to you”
(Matthew 16:22). Jesus rc/o/ﬂ /s harsh: “get behind me,
Satan! You are tﬁi}v/é/hg not as ( yod does, but as human
beings do.” [ he disciples begin to understand that to
follow Jesus is to carry the cross.

Put there is more. Jesus allows /D eter, James, and
John a b//}?c//hg g/impsc of his hea ven/ﬂ g/orﬂ' 777@5 see him
5/7/}7/}75 zér{gﬁter than the sun, sloca/é/}?g with Moses and
Eﬁaﬁ; and t/neﬂ hear (God's voice, urging them to listen to
what he s5ays. Jr ‘g//m/osm(g the Trans[{gura tion of. Jcsus,
[eter, James and _John are g//mp5/hg the
Kesurrection. _Jesus shows them this g//mpsc to //7(:‘40 them
understand that for all who follow Jesus, 5ui[i[cr/hg and g/orﬂ
go hand in hand.



MFifth Day — July 20

With the Lord in the Garden of Gethsemane
(Mark 14:32-42)

They came to a place named Gethsemane, and
Jesus said to his disciples, "Sit here while I pray." He took
with him Peter, James, and John, and began to be
troubled and distressed. Then he said to them, "My soul is
sorrowful even to death. Remain here and keep watch."

He advanced a little and fell to the ground and
prayed that 1f it were possible the hour might pass by him;
he said, "Abba, Father, all things are possible to you. Take
this cup away from me, but not what I will but what you
will."

When he returned he found them asleep. He said
to Peter, "Simon, are you asleep? Could you not keep
watch for one hour? Watch and pray that you may not
undergo the test. The spirit is willing but the flesh is
weak."

Withdrawing again, he prayed, saying the same
thing. Then he returned once more and found them
asleep, for they could not keep their eyes open and did
not know what to answer him.

He returned a third time and said to them, "Are
you still sleeping and taking your rest? It is enough. The
hour has come. Behold, the Son of Man is to be handed
over to sinners. Get up, let us go. See, my betrayer is at

hand."



Reflection

7776 same three who witnessed C/7r/5f i g/ozy — /D cter, James,
and _John - witness his 5u[[cr/hgs in the (yarden of
Get/lzscmane. /45 5cr//'ofurc commentator Mar/'c‘ /\/oor;an
5317//7 oéservcs, the contrasts between the two scenes are
Po{gr;ant. 777(:‘&?, Jcsus shone with c/azz//hg //g/n‘, /76r6, all is
darkpess. 7—/76r6, Jcsus stood above the mountain; /76r6, he
falls to the grounc;/. T/?@f@, the /: ather 5/00/46 words of /ove;
here, Jesus asks his [ ather to take the cup of 5u#@r/hgawaﬂ
from him.

/n this [ast /70ur, Jesus does not want to be alone: he wants
his friends at bis side. But these J[r/énc;/s, who will scatter when
Jesus is arrested, have a/rcac/ﬂ éegun to abandon him: t/n‘:ﬂ
cannot even stay awake to /écfe/o him company.

/{> eter, James, and Jo/m will become /o///ars of the C/7urc/7,
Preacﬁ/’r{g the Gooc/ Ncws far and wide. Jesus wants these
A /oost/es to be witnesses, notjusf of the divine 51815 and
wonders he loenforms, but of his Auman/’tﬂ and his suf;(er/}?g. e
wants them to be aware of his weakness—and their
owrl. /D (’:‘I‘/k?PS that /s W/y the sacrament of penance is such an
i}npor‘tan t /oart of our faith. /n [Dccom/ng more aware of our own

weakness, we become more compaas/ona te and uno/erstana//hg

fowa ra/5 ot/nfrs.
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BSISixth Day — July 21

James, one of the Twelve (Matthew 10:1-10)

Jesus summoned his twelve disciples and gave
them authority over unclean spirits to drive them out and
to cure every disease and every illness. The names of the
twelve apostles are these: first, Simon called Peter, and his
brother Andrew; James, the son of Zebedee, and his
brother John; Philip and Bartholomew, Thomas and
Matthew the tax collector; James, the son of Alphaecus,
and Thaddeus; Simon the Cananean, and Judas Iscariot
who betrayed him.

Jesus sent out these twelve after instructing them
thus, "Do not go into pagan territory or enter a Samaritan
town. Go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.
As you go, make this proclamation: "The kingdom of
heaven is at hand.' Cure the sick, raise the dead, cleanse
lepers, drive out demons. Without cost you have received;
without cost you are to give. Do not take gold or silver or
copper for your belts; no sack for the journey, or a second
tunic, or sandals, or walking stick. The laborer deserves
his keep.”



Keﬂcction

Jcsus gives the A/oost/cs a missionn. 7—/76ﬂ are to drive out
demons, cure the 5/’(:@ and /oroc/a/m the K/hgalom of
(God- in other words, their mission /s C hrist’s mission.

7—/76 A /DOSf/C‘S have an incredible g/}[t to give: freedom,
/lzea//’ng, Ite. But t/;cﬂ are to give this g/}[t as i[ree/ﬂ as f/zcﬂ
have received it. 7~/[76ﬂ are to travel not like rich /oco/o/e, with
/70r5@5, C/?c?l”fOfS, and retinues, but ke homeless
wanderers: alone, unarmed, without so much as a C/mnge of
clothes. 7—/7(::9 are given great ”autﬁor/tﬂ, ? but t/neﬂ must
also become tota/{g vu/n@rab/@, acceptihg the /705/3/1,‘3//@
and generosity of others. 7~/[76ﬂ are to be, i 5/70rt, ke
Jcsus, who “cm/ot/éc/ /7[/775(:‘/){ ta,é/hg the form of a s/a ve, and
coming in human likeness.” () F A/Z’}opiéns 2) 7776 C/7urc/7 /5
called to do the same.



BNl Seventh Day — July 22

Their Mothers’ Request (Matthew 20: 20-23)

The mother of the sons of Zebedee approached
Jesus with her sons and did him homage, wishing to ask
him for something. He said to her, "What do you wish?"

She answered him, "Command that these two
sons of mine sit, one at your right and the other at your
left, in your kingdom."

Jesus said in reply, "You do not know what you
are asking. Can you drink the cup that I am going to
drink?"

They said to him, "We can."

He replied, "My cup you will indeed drink, but to
sit at my right and at my left, this 1s not mine to give but 1s
for those for whom it has been prepared by my Father."



Keﬂcction

//7 the Gosloe/ accora//r:g to Marﬁ, Jamcs and Jo/m come to
Jesus and ask for secats at his r{g/;t and left—seats of honor
and Powerml’n the K:hgc/om. /n Matt/zcw’s Goslocl It 15
their mother who makes the request. /t /5 Ironic, to say the
least, that this request comes /'mmea//ate/ﬂ after Jesus tells
his G//':5CI}CD/€5, for the third time, what awaits him: crucifixion
and alcat/y and after a whole series of /oaraé/es with the
theme “the last will be first, and the first will be |ast”

Wa tthew 20:16, )/ Jesus responc/s /goncst/ﬂ but g@r}t{g to
the ambition of the two brothers. T/mﬂ will indeed drink his
cup — Jamcs was the first of the Apost/cs to sutfer
mar‘tﬂra/om — but on/ﬂ the [a ther knows who will sit at his
r{g/ﬁ and left in the K//?ga/om of heaven. 7776 on[g tﬁihg
Jesus /orom/Scs the brothers is suffcr/}?‘g



BlEighth Day — July 23

Response of the Other Apostles (Matthew 20: 24-28)

When the ten heard this, they became indignant at the
two brothers. But Jesus summoned them and said, "You
know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and
the great ones make their authority over them felt. But it
shall not be so among you. Rather, whoever wishes to be
great among you shall be your servant; whoever wishes to
be first among you shall be your slave. Just so, the Son of
Man did not come to be served but to serve and to give
his life as a ransom for many."



Keﬂcction

7 he a//'sap/es have listened as_Jesus teaches them in
/oarab/cs — /oaraé/cs that sloea/é of the topsy-~turvy /og/c of
(God — the tirst last, and the last first. [n asking to sit at the
r/g/)f and left of _Jesus in the K/hgc/om, James and Jo/m
become a /oaraﬁ/c. Do notjocécy for pos/ﬁon, Jcsus warns
his followers. [Jo not be ambitious. [nstead, if you want to

be great, become a servant; /}[ﬂou want to be z[i'rst, take the
[ast P/HCC. W/y? Because that is what Jesus did.



MNinth Day — July 24

James, Witness to the Resurrection
(Matthew 20: 16-20)

The eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to
which Jesus had ordered them. When they saw him, they
worshiped, but they doubted. Then Jesus approached and
said to them, "All power in heaven and on earth has been
given to me. Go, therefore, and make disciples of all
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of
the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe
all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with
you always, until the end of the age."



Keﬂcction

“/ /oosf/c” means “one who is sent.” [n Ca///ng James and
the others to be his A /oost/cs, Jesus is scna//rzg them forth
to continue the work he himself has éegun, Aa/of/’zmg the

nations, teacﬁih‘g, and proc/a/mmg the K/ngalom. / Tow did
James live this call? |We know that he became a leader of

the (hurch in_Jerusalem (Faul referred to him as one of the
‘;o///ars” / Ga/a tians 2:9 ]) Ve know that he /or@ac/ned the
605/96/ — tradition tells us that he journeﬂc‘a/ as faras
Spain, the “ends of the earth.” And we know that he was
the first of the A /Dost/es to sutter death for (_hrist (Acts
12:2). We are not all called to be Apost/es, but we can all

make the pattern of. Jamcs’//}[c* our owri: //Sten/hg to C/7r/:5t,
//’V/hg for (. /7r/:5t, and a/ﬂ/hg for (., hrist.



S T S &

Feast of St. James — July 25

Let Catholics rejoicel!
Let the citizens of Heaven be glad
this day.

Let the priest with beautiful songs
and with chants busy himself
this day.

This 1s the praiseworthy day,
Noble with divine light,

This day.

When James to the palace
Of the Heavens ascended
This day.
Conquering Herod's sword,
He received the reward of life
This day.

Therefore without end
Let us bless the Lord
This day.

To the great Father in Heaven

Let us offer thankful praises
This day.



PRAYER TO SAINT JAMES THE GREATER

O Glorious Saint James, because of your fervor and
generosity Jesus chose you to witness his glory on the
Mount and his agony in the Garden. Obtain for us strength
and consolation in the unending struggles of this life. Help
us to follow Christ constantly and generously, to be victors
over all our difficulties, and to receive the crown of glory in
heaven. Amen.

Saint James Roman Catholic Parish
A Faith and Family Community
19640 N 35th Avenue

Glendale, AZ 85308
623-581-0707




