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The Third Sunday of Easter
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[bookmark: _gjdgxs]May 4, 2025
Guest Musician: Pam Taylor
[image: A drawing of a church

Description automatically generated]

Welcome to St. Peter’s! There is a staffed nursery down the hall for children ages 4 and under. Toys are welcome in the service, as are the wiggles and joyful noise God put in children. Ushers are available near the doors if you need help. 
We’re glad you’re here!
The candle in the Sanctuary burns this week in loving memory of the           Reverend Canon James L. Moore, Sr., by his cousin, Larry Lupus.
The liturgy is from the Book of Common Prayer (BCP). Our Hymns are from the 1982 Hymnal (Hymn), Wonder Love and Praise (WLP), Lift Every Voice and Sing (LEVAS) and the Red Spiral Book (A). Permission to reprint, podcast, and/or stream the music in this service obtained from 
CCLI License #856208 and #20241596.
THE LITURGY OF THE WORD
PRELUDE 
PROCESSIONAL HYMN    Standing         Alleluia, Sing to Jesus                      Hymnal 460
THE ACCLAMATION OF THE RESURRECTION     Standing                    BCP 355
Celebrant	Alleluia! Christ is risen.
People		The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia!
GLORIA    Standing						                              BCP 356
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Glory to God in the highest,
    and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,
    we worship you, we give you thanks,
    we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:
    have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
    receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
    Jesus Christ,
    with the Holy Spirit,
    in the glory of God the Father. Amen.
THE  COLLECT 
Celebrant	The Lord be with you.
People 		And also with you.
[bookmark: _Hlk162616548]Celebrant	Let us pray. O God, whose blessed Son made himself known to his disciples in the breaking of bread: Open the eyes of our faith, that we may behold him in all his redeeming work; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.


FIRST LESSON    The people are seated for the lessons.                               Acts 9:1-6, (7-20)
Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to the high priest and asked him for letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any who belonged to the Way, men or women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. Now as he was going along and approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. He fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him, "Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?" He asked, "Who are you, Lord?" The reply came, "I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. But get up and enter the city, and you will be told what you are to do." The men who were traveling with him stood speechless because they heard the voice but saw no one. Saul got up from the ground, and though his eyes were open, he could see nothing; so they led him by the hand and brought him into Damascus. For three days he was without sight, and neither ate nor drank.
Now there was a disciple in Damascus named Ananias. The Lord said to him in a vision, "Ananias." He answered, "Here I am, Lord." The Lord said to him, "Get up and go to the street called Straight, and at the house of Judas look for a man of Tarsus named Saul. At this moment he is praying, and he has seen in a vision a man named Ananias come in and lay his hands on him so that he might regain his sight." But Ananias answered, "Lord, I have heard from many about this man, how much evil he has done to your saints in Jerusalem; and here he has authority from the chief priests to bind all who invoke your name." But the Lord said to him, "Go, for he is an instrument whom I have chosen to bring my name before Gentiles and kings and before the people of Israel; I myself will show him how much he must suffer for the sake of my name." So Ananias went and entered the house. He laid his hands on Saul and said, "Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on your way here, has sent me so that you may regain your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit." And immediately something like scales fell from his eyes, and his sight was restored. Then he got up and was baptized, and after taking some food, he regained his strength. 
For several days he was with the disciples in Damascus, and immediately he began to proclaim Jesus in the synagogues, saying, "He is the Son of God."		
Reader		The Word of the Lord			
People		Thanks be to God.    


THE PSALM   Read responsively by half verse.				                   Psalm 30

1 I will exalt you, O LORD,
because you have lifted me up *
and have not let my enemies triumph over me.
2 O LORD my God, I cried out to you, *
and you restored me to health.
3 You brought me up, O LORD, from the dead; *
you restored my life as I was going down to the grave.
4 Sing to the LORD, you servants of his; *
give thanks for the remembrance of his holiness.
5 For his wrath endures but the twinkling of an eye, *
his favor for a lifetime.
6 Weeping may spend the night, *
but joy comes in the morning.
7 While I felt secure, I said,
"I shall never be disturbed. *
You, LORD, with your favor, made me as strong as the mountains."
8 Then you hid your face, *
and I was filled with fear.
9 I cried to you, O LORD; *
I pleaded with the Lord, saying,
10 "What profit is there in my blood, if I go down to the Pit? *
will the dust praise you or declare your faithfulness?
11 Hear, O LORD, and have mercy upon me; *
O LORD, be my helper."
12 You have turned my wailing into dancing; *
you have put off my sack-cloth and clothed me with joy.
13 Therefore my heart sings to you without ceasing; *
O LORD my God, I will give you thanks for ever.
SECOND LESSON 							    Revelation 5:11-14
I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels surrounding the throne and the living creatures and the elders; they numbered myriads of myriads and thousands of thousands, singing with full voice, “Worthy is the Lamb that was slaughtered to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing!" 
Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in the sea, and all that is in them, singing, "To the one seated on the throne and to the Lamb be blessing and honor and glory and might forever and ever!" 
And the four living creatures said, "Amen!" And the elders fell down and worshiped.  Reader		The Word of the Lord		
People		Thanks be to God.
SEQUENCE		   Alleluia, Alleluia! Give thanks to the Risen Lord.            Hymn 178
Alleluia, Alleluia! Give thanks to the risen Lord.
Alleluia, Alleluia! Give praise to his name.
THE HOLY GOSPEL   	Standing					  John 21:1-19                        
Celebrant	The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.	
People		Glory to you, Lord Christ.
Jesus showed himself again to the disciples by the Sea of Tiberias; and he showed himself in this way. Gathered there together were Simon Peter, Thomas called the Twin, Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples. Simon Peter said to them, "I am going fishing." They said to him, "We will go with you." They went out and got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing.
Just after daybreak, Jesus stood on the beach; but the disciples did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus said to them, "Children, you have no fish, have you?" They answered him, "No." He said to them, "Cast the net to the right side of the boat, and you will find some." So they cast it, and now they were not able to haul it in because there were so many fish. That disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, "It is the Lord!" When Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on some clothes, for he was naked, and jumped into the sea. But the other disciples came in the boat, dragging the net full of fish, for they were not far from the land, only about a hundred yards off.
When they had gone ashore, they saw a charcoal fire there, with fish on it, and bread. Jesus said to them, "Bring some of the fish that you have just caught." So Simon Peter went aboard and hauled the net ashore, full of large fish, a hundred fifty-three of them; and though there were so many, the net was not torn. Jesus said to them, "Come and have breakfast." Now none of the disciples dared to ask him, "Who are you?" because they knew it was the Lord. Jesus came and took the bread and gave it to them, and did the same with the fish. This was now the third time that Jesus appeared to the disciples after he was raised from the dead.
When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, "Simon son of John, do you love me more than these?" He said to him, "Yes, Lord; you know that I love you." Jesus said to him, "Feed my lambs." A second time he said to him, "Simon son of John, do you love me?" He said to him, "Yes, Lord; you know that I love you." Jesus said to him, "Tend my sheep." He said to him the third time, "Simon son of John, do you love me?" Peter felt hurt because he said to him the third time, "Do you love me?" And he said to him, "Lord, you know everything; you know that I love you." Jesus said to him, "Feed my sheep. Very truly, I tell you, when you were younger, you used to fasten your own belt and to go wherever you wished. But when you grow old, you will stretch out your hands, and someone else will fasten a belt around you and take you where you do not wish to go." (He said this to indicate the kind of death by which he would glorify God.) After this he said to him, "Follow me."
Celebrant	The Gospel of the Lord			
People		Praise to you, Lord Christ.
SEQUENCE		 Alleluia, Alleluia! Give thanks to the Risen Lord. 	     Hymn 178
Alleluia, Alleluia! Give thanks to the risen Lord.
Alleluia, Alleluia! Give praise to his name.
SERMON    Seated	                                     The Rev. Michelle Bullock
THE NICENE CREED    Standing	                                     			          BCP 358
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.


PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
[bookmark: _Hlk131802537]Cherishing the reality of our salvation and rejoicing in the new life we have in the Risen Christ, we shout, Alleluia! Amen!
We lift our hands and our hearts to you this day O God, and raise our voices in shouts of praise. May our joy overflow in the world you love, that all might know you and your mighty works. 
People	We humbly praise you, Almighty God, Alleluia! Amen! 
We bring before you the members and leaders of your church, the Body of Christ, especially Sean our Presiding Bishop, Rob our Bishop, and Michelle our Priest.  Expand in us your compassionate heart. Fix our gaze on your glory and focus us on you and your mission. 
People 	We humbly praise you, Almighty God, Alleluia! Amen!
Let the whole world know of your goodness through the actions of the leaders of the world, especially Donald, our President, and Josh, our Governor. May all people live together in peace with equity and justice. May we be a blessing to this earth and its peoples by being examples of integrity and kindness, truth and justice. 
People 	We humbly praise you, Almighty God, Alleluia! Amen! 
Shower all those who are sick, suffering, or grieving with your healing grace. Bring them comfort and confidence in your presence. Bless the efforts of those who care for them. Receive into your presence those who will die today. Welcome them into your glorious, eternal light. 
People 	We humbly praise you, Almighty God, Alleluia! Amen! 
Created in your image and for your purpose; saved from rising waters and raised to newness in the waters of life, 	
People 	We humbly praise you, Almighty God, Alleluia! Amen!
I ask your prayers for our parishioners:  
People 	Susan, Doris, Jill, David, Nancy, Christina, Christopher, Mike, JP, Kathy, Sara, Sue, Bill, Bobbie, Shirl, Tudi, Ruth, Linda, Bonnie, Lee, Finn, Emma.  


I ask your prayers for our family and friends:  
People 	Mary, Jon, Renee, Charlie, Betsy, Joy, Donald,  Mickey, Scott, Kathy,  Terry, Mark, Doris, Andy, Elvis, Justin, Kath, Sharon, Doreen. 
I ask your prayers for our postulants: 
People 	Sandra, Nick and their families.
In the Diocesan Cycle of Prayer, I ask your prayers for: St. Paul's, Greenville Pamlico Deanery
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION    Kneeling or Seated		                   BCP 360
Celebrant	Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
All	Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.
Celebrant 	Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.
THE PEACE    Standing.
Celebrant	The peace of the Risen Christ be always with you.
People		And also with you.      

The people greet one another with a sign of God’s peace and are seated. 
THE ANNOUNCEMENTS


THE HOLY COMMUNION: RITE TWO
[bookmark: _Hlk132477196][bookmark: _Hlk162616753]THE OFFERTORY AND CHORAL OFFERING   Thank you for supporting St. Peter’s by-the-Sea. You may also give online (www.saintpetersbythesea.org/donate), by mail (PO Box 337 Swansboro, NC 28584), or text "BYTHESEA" to 73256. 
PRESENTATION   Standing          Doxology to the Tune of All Creatures of our God and King                  
Praise God from whom all blessings flow
Praise Him all creatures here below
Alleluia, Alleluia
Praise him above ye heavenly hosts
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING    Eucharistic Prayer A
Celebrant	The Lord be with you. 
People 		And also with you. 
Celebrant	Lift up your hearts. 
People 		We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant	Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People		It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
Celebrant	It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 
But chiefly we are bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord; for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us, and has taken away the sin of the world. By his death he has destroyed death, and by his rising to life again he has won for us everlasting life.
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
SANCTUS    Sung by all.			             Hymn S-130
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full, full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest.
The people may kneel, sit or stand.


Celebrant	Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all.
He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me."
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me."
Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
People		Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
Celebrant	 We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever.
People		Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Celebrant 	And now as our Savior Christ has taught us, we pray
People	Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.
THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD  The Priest breaks the consecrated Bread. 
Celebrant	Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
People		Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION
Celebrant	These are the Gifts of God for the People of God.	
You are invited to walk up the center aisle to receive communion at the rail. Hold out your hands to receive the bread. Wine is received by drinking from the common cup. If you would prefer your wafer dipped in the wine, please hand it to the Minister. Gluten-free wafers and grape juice are available- please ask to receive. To receive a blessing, cross your hands across your chest. 
COMMUNION HYMNS   	         Shepherd of Souls, Refresh and Bless              Hymn 343
                                                              Seek Ye First                                   Hymn 711
POST COMMUNION PRAYER
People	Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
BLESSING
RECESSIONAL HYMN                Christ is Made the Sure Foundation	     Hymn 518

THE DISMISSAL & POSTLUDE
Celebrant	Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
[bookmark: _Hlk83126172]People		Thanks be to God! Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Summer Schedule begins Sunday, May 27 at 9am- During the summer months (Memorial Day Weekend-Labor Day Weekend), we will have one Sunday service at 9am. Please mark your calendars!
Graduate Sunday on June 1 at 9am- We will honor our high school and college graduates with a blessing, gift and a special Coffee Hour. If your child or grandchild is graduating and plan on attending the service, please contact the office by May 24 so they can be listed in the bulletin.
Pentecost Sunday- We will have a Rite 1 service on Sunday, June 8 at 9am at St. Peter’s. In the afternoon (time TBA), we will gather at Trinity Center for a service of baptism and beach fellowship. If you would like to be baptized, please speak to Rev. Michelle.
Upcoming Western North Carolina Service Trip with Churches in our Diocese- 
Youth Trip (6th-12th grades): July 26-August 2:  We will be staying in Fletcher, NC at Calvary Episcopal Church and are coordinating the trip with the Diocese of Western North Carolina. Call the church office if you are interested in registering. St. Peter's Towel Ministry will cover all costs for parishioners who attend. DEADLINE to register is May 15, 2025. 
Church Bulletin Board- To serve in our worship services (Eucharistic Minister, Reader, Acolyte or Usher), host coffee hour, be a nursery volunteer, wish to put flowers on the altar or sponsor a sanctuary candle, please sign up on the bulletin board across from the office; you may also email or call the office. 
Prayer List- If you would like a name to be read during the Prayers of the People, please send an email to janet@saintpetersbythesea.org with the subject “Prayer List.” To have a name appear in the Sunday bulletin, please notify the office by Wednesday. 
Blessing Box- Did you know we have a little cabinet of non-perishable foods in the breezeway? This pantry is available to anyone who needs it, and you can put food in it as well. Food should be weather tolerant and not expired. The most desired foods are easy to eat and don’t require a can opener or cooking. 
Read our weekly e-newsletter- www.saintpetersbythesea.org/news
St. Peter’s by-the-Sea Episcopal Church in The Diocese of East Carolina 
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